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'PUNJAB GENERAL CLAUSES ACT, I 898. 

PIINJAB ACT I QF 1898. 

[Urh May, 1898, 15th JuZy, 1898,1 

An Act to shorten the language of Acts and fox other matters 

1 

Y w  

1898 

WT~ERFAS it is expedient to shorten the language used in d[Punjab 
and Haryana Acts] and to make certain provisions for the construction 
of, and other matters relating to, such Acts; it is hereby enacted as 
f0U.0~ s : - 

2 

No. 

1 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab General Clauses Act, Short title and 

1898 ; and commmcunent 

1. For Statement orObjczls afld Reasons. see Pulljob Gazetre, 1597, Pt. page 
14; for Rcport of the Select Committee, see ibid, 1898. Pt. V-A, page 1; for 
Proceedin@ in Council, see ibid, 1 897, Pt. VI, page 4. and 1898, Pi. VI. page 2. 

2. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see East Pu~qub Guzelle, 1448, 
Extraordinary, pagc 53 1 pp; and for pr ocaeding in Assembly see East Panjab 
Legislative Assembly Debates, 1948, VoIume EU, pages 96-97. 

3. For Statmcnt of Objects and Reasons, see Hdq~ana Governrnen~ Gazette 
(Extra.), dated the 29th October, 1968. 

4. Substituted for the words "Punjab Acts" by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws 
(State and Concurrent Subjectspder, 1968. 

3 

Shur~ litk 

The Punjab O L n d  
Chuses Act, 1898 

4 

W h e t b ~ ~  rewed or othcnvise 
aected by legislation 

Amcdd, Punjab Act 6 of 
l91X 

Ametrrlrd, ~ v e ~ t  of hdia 
(Adaplalion of l n d h  laws) 
Order, 193 7. 

Amended Easl Ptmjab Act, 40 
of 1948'. 

The hdim Indepmdene [Adaptation 
of Bengal rmd Punjnb A&) Ordcr, 
1948. 

The *tation of Laws Order, 1950. 

The A-hn nf L w s  ("IXrcI 

Amendmmt) Order, 1951 . 

The Fhym +&II of laws 
(State end Connvrcnt Subjccls) 
mdelq 1968'. 
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(2) Tt shall come into force at once. 

Abcr. 

2. In this Act and in [all Punjab and Haryana Acts] 
'[* * "" unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
context, - 

( I )  "abet", with its grammatical variations and cognate 45 of 
expressions, shall have the same meaning a5 in the Lndian Penal is60. 

Code3: 

~ c t .  (2) "act", used with reference to aa offence or a civil 
wrong, shall include a series of acts, and words which refer to 
acts done extend also to illegal omissions : 

Affidavit. (3) "affidavit" shall include affirmation and 
declaration in the case of persons by law allowed to affirm or 
declare instead of swearing : 

Barrister. (4) %mister" shaII mean a barrister of England or 
Ireland or member of the Faculty o f  Advocates in Scotland : 

tlritish (6) "British possession" shall mean any part of Her 
possession. Majesty's Dominions, exclusive of the United Kingdom, and 

where parts of those Dominions are under both a central md.a 
local Legislature, all parts under the central Legislatitre shall, 
for the purposes of this definition, be deemed to be'one British 
possession : 

(7) "chapter" shall mean a Chapter of the [Punjab oc 
Haryana Act] 5[* * *] in which the word occurs ; 

1. substituted for the words "Puujab Acts" by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws 
(Stalk and Concurrcnl subjec~s) Order, 1 968. 

2. Thc words "and East Punjab Acts" inscrled by Ihc Lndian Independence 
(Adaptah  of BengaI a11d Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, wcrc omittd by the 
Adaptation of Laws (Third Amendment) Order, 1 95 1. 

3. See hdja Code, Volume m. 
4. The "definition of British India" was omitted by the Government of hdia  

(Adaptatioti of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. 
5. The words "or Easl Punjab Act" inserted,by Ihc lndian lndcpendence 

(Adaptation of Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, were omitted by the 
Adaptation of Laws (Third knwdmenr) Order, 195 1. 

6 The definition of "Chkf Co~lri" was ornirlrrl by the ~nvcrnment  nf India 
(Adaplariou of Indian Lamsl Order. 1937. 
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(9) "collecto~-" shall mean the chief office~in-charge of the Collccior. 
revenue-administration of a district and shall include a Deputy 
Commissioner : 

[ ( I  0) "c01ony" ; 

(a) in any Punjab Act passed aRer the commencement of Part 
111 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 2[* * * *] shall 
mean any part of Her Majesty's Dominions exclusi.rre of 
the British Islands, the Dominions of India and Pakistan 
(and before the  establjshment of those Dominions, British 
India), any Dominion as defined in the Statute of 
Westminster. 193 I .  any Province or State forming part o f  
any of the said Doninions and British Burma, and 

fi) in any Punjab Act passed before the commencement of 
Part I11 of the said Act, mean any part of Hev Majesty's 
Dominions exclusive of the British Islands and of British 
Indirt; 

and in ,either case where parts of these Dominions are under both a 
central or local legislature, all parts under the central legislature shall, 
for the purposes of this definition, be deemed to be one colony] : 

( j l )  "commencement" used with reference to a "Punjab or Commacement. 
Haryma Act] 3[* * * *] shall mean the day on which the Act comes 
into force : 

(12) "Com~issioner" shall mean the chief officer-in-charge Comm,issioner. 
of the revenue and general administration of a division : 

(13) 'T~onsular Officer" shall include consul-general, consul, Consular Officer. 
vice-consul; c'onsular agent, pro-consul, and any person for the time 
being authorised to perform the duties of consul-general, consul, vice- 
consui or consular agent : 

1. Substihtc for the old clause (1 0)  by thc lndian Indcpendencc (Adaptation of 
Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Ordcr. 1 948. 

2. The words "or in any East Punjab Acl" omincd by the Adaplatiou of Laws 
(Third Amendm cni) Order, 1 95 1 . 

3. The words, "or East Punjab Rr"inserted by Ihe Indian Indepeodc~~ce (Adaptalion 
of Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1 948 werc omittcd by the Adaplation ot" 
Laws [Tbird Amcndnient] Ordcr. 195 1. 

4. Substituted for thc word "Punjab" by Haryana Adaptation of Laws (Stare and 
Concurrent Subjccls) Order, 1968. 
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Document. 

Financial 
C o d o n a .  

G#d faith. 

(14) "Deputy Commissioner" shdi mean the chief officer-in- 
charge of the general abniqistration of a Wct : 

(15)  district Judge" shall mean the Judge of a principal Civil 
Court of original jurisdiction : but shall not include the High Court in 
the exercise of its ordinary or e&mrdinary original civil jurisdiction] : 

(26) "document" shall include any matter d e n ,  expressed 
or described upon any substance by means of letters, figura or marks 
or by more than one of those means which is intended to be used, or 
which m y  he used, for the purpose of recording thaf matter. 

(1 7 "enactment" shall include any provision contained in any 
punjab or Naryana Act] 4[* * * * 1- 

(18) "father" in the case of any one whose pcrsond law admits 
adoption shall 5cIude an adoptive father : 

(19) "Financial Commissioner" shall mean the Financial 
Commissioner of 5 m ~ a ]  for the t h e  be& 

(20) "hancial year" shall mean the year commencing on the 
Erst day of April : 

(22) A thing shall be deemed to k done m "good fgith'' where 
it is in fact done honestly, whether it is done negligently or not : 

I .  Substituted for the old clause by Act 6 of 1 9 IS, section 50. 
2. clause ICA inserted by the Indian ~ndepmdmce (~dagtalion of b g a l  and 

Rrnjab Acts) Order, 1948, was omitted by the Adaptation of Laws [Third 
Amendment] Orda, 1951. 

3. Snbdtutcd for the words, "Punjab Act" by the k h y m a  Adaptation of Laws 
(Stat c and Concurrat Subjects) Order, 1968. 

4. Thewords, "or E;tst Pnnjab hf ' inserted trythe h&im Indqendenct(Adaptdm 
of Bcngal and Punjab Acts) Orda, 1948, were omitted by the Adaptaticm of 
Laws (Third .4mendmwt) Order, 195 1. . . 

5. Substituted-for the words, "Punjab" by Haryaaa Adaptation ofLaws (State and 
Concurrmt Subjects) Order, 1968. 

6. Thedeh ition of ''Gazette" ?as omitlcd by thcCovanma~tof India {Adaptation 
of Indian Laws) Order; 1937. 
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(23) "Government" or "the Government" shalI 'include the ~ w m n w . u t .  

'[State] Government as well as the 2[CentralJ Government : 

3[(24)"HaryanaAct" shall mean an Act made by the legislature 
of the State of Haryana under the Constitution on or &er the 1st 
November, 1 9661. 

(26) "immovable property" shall include land, benefits to arise Immovable 
outofland,mdthingsattttachedtotheeatthorpermanen~yfastmed Propmy 
to anything attached to the earth : 

(27) "imprisonment" shall mean imprisonment of either hprisonment. 
description as defined in the Indian Penal Codes. 

(30) "local authority" shall mean a municipal committee, Local Authority 

district bard, body of port comrrrissioners or other authority legally 
entitled to, OT entrusted by the Government wi& the control or 
management of a municipal or local fund : 

(32) "Magistrate" s h d  include every person exercising dl or MagIslrdte. 
any of the powers of a Magistrate under the Code of Criminal 

1. Substitur cd for Lhc ward "Provincial" by Ibe Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 
2. Substituted fm the words "Goveroment of India" by the Governmat of hdia 

(Adaptation of Indian Ldk) Order, 1937. 
3. Inserted byhqana  Adap~atioo oi[.aws (State andconcnrrent Snbjms] Ordu, 

1968. 
4. Thedehition of '"Her Majesty or the Qucen" was 0mittedbytheAdaptation of 

Laws (Third Amcndn~cni) Orda, 195 1. 
5. Sce India Wc, Volumc Ill. 
6. The dehition of '7ridi a" was omitted by the Governma1 of India (Adptation 

ofhd ian  Laws) Ordcr, 1 937. 
7. Thc dehiti011 of "India Act" was omitted by thc Governmmt or India 

(Adaptation of tndiarl Laws) Order, 1937. 
8. Tbc dcfmiljon o f u a l  Gavernment" was onlillcd bvthcGovemmcnt o f  In&a 

(Adaplation of lndiari Laws) Order, 1937. 
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Master (of a 
ship.) 

Month. 

Movable 
property. 

Norification. 

Oath. 

Part. 

Political Agent. 

Procedure for the time being in force'; 

(33) "Master" used with reference to a ship shall mean any 
person (except a pilot or harbour-master) having for the time being 
control or charge of the ship : 

(34) "month" shall mean a month reckoned according to the 
British calendar : 

(35) "movable property" shall mean property of every 
description except immovable property : 

(36) "notification" shall mean a notification published under 
proper authority in the 2[OfFtcial Gazette] ; 

(37) "oath" shall include dkmation md declaration in the case 
of persons by law allowed to affirm or declare instead of swearing : 

(38) ' "offence" shall mean any act or omission made punishable 
by my law for the time being in force : 

(39) "Part" shall mean a Part of the "Punjab or Haryana Act] 
* * * *] in which the word occurs; 

(40) L'person" shall include my company or association or body 
of individuals whether incorporated or not : 

5[(41) "Political Agent" shall mean,-- 

(a) in relation to any territory outhside India, the principal 
officer, by whatever name called, representing the Central 
Government in such territory; and 

(b) in relation to any territory in a Part 3 State, any officer 
appointed by the Cmtrd Government to exercise all or 
any of the powers of the Political Agent under the Act or 

1. See Er1di.a Code, Volume HI. 
2. Substituted for thc word 'Gazene" by the Government of h d i a  (Adaptation of 

indian LAWS) Order, 1937. 
3. Substituted fbr thc words 'Tunjab Acl" by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws 

I State and Concurrc~ir Subjects) Ordcr, 1968. 
4. The wrds "or East hmjab Prt" inserted by h e  ludiao hdcpmdcncc (Adapt;ltion 

of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948 were omittcd by thc Adaptation of 
Laws (Third Amendment) Order, 1950. 

5. Theold clause (41) was substituted by the Indian Indcpendcncc (Adaptation of 
Bengal and Punjab Acb) Order, 1948, and the clause so substituted was again 
substirutd by th c present clause by the Maptation of Law (Third Ammdmentl 
Order, 1951. 
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Regulation in which the expression occurs] : 

45 of (44) "public nuisance" shall mean a public nuisance as Public nuisance. 

1860. defined in the 31ndian Penal Code; 

5[(46) "P-unjab Act", shall mean an Act made by the Punjab ~ c t .  

Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab in Council under the Tndian 
Councils Acts, 186 I to 1909, or any of those Acts, or the 
Government of Lndia Act, 1915, or by the hcal.Legislature or 
the Governor of the Punjab under the Government of lndia Act, 
or by the Provincial Legislature or the Governor of the Punjab 
"or by the Provincial Legislature or the Governor of East. Punjab 
under the Government of lndia Act, 1935, or by the Legislature 
of Punjab under the Constitutjon] 7[before the I st ~ov&nber, 
1966.1 

(47) "registered" used with reference to a document, shall Rcgistmed 
mean registered in '[India] under the law for the time being in 
force for the registration of documents : 

(48) "rule"shdmeanarulemdeinexerciseofapowm Pde. 
confared by any enactment, and shall include a regulation made 
as a rule under any enactment : 

Thc definition of "Rivy Council" was omitted by lhe Maptation of Laws (Third 
Arncndmmt)Order, 1951. 
The definition of"Privy Counci I" was omitted by Ihc Adaptation Laws (Third 
hendmcnt), Order, 1 95 1. 
3t.e India Codc, Volume Ill. 
The definition of "Punjab" was omittcd by thc Govcrnmcnt of India [Adaptation 
of Indian Laws) Order, 1937. 
Substiluted Cor Lllc old-definition by rhe Governnrcnl oC India (Adaptation o f  
Indian Laws) Ordm. 1 93 7. 
Substituted for thc words "under the Governmenl of India Act, 1935" by the 
Adaptation of Laws {Third Amendment) Order, 195 1. 
Added by Haryana Adaptation of Laws (State and Concurrent- Su bjects) Ordcr. 
1968. 
Substiturd for Itfe~vrds "a Part  ate or a f art C Statc" by -a Maptation 
of Laws (State and Co~icurrcnt Subjects) Order. 1968. 
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Section. 

Sign. 

Son. 

Sub-sec tion. 

Swear. 

Vessel. 

#ill. 

(49) "schedule" shll mean a schedule to the ![Punjab 
or Haryana Act], I[* * * *] in which the word occurs : 

(50) "scheduled district" shall mean a "scheduled 45 of 
district" as defined in the Scheduled Districts Act, 1874 : 1874. 

(51) "section" shall mean a section of the '[Punjab or 
Haryana Act], ?[* * * *] in which the word occurs; 

(52) "ship" shall include every description of vessel 
used in navigation not exclusively propelled by oars : 

(53) "sign" with its grammatical variation and cognate 
expressions, shall, with reference to a person who is unable to 
write his name, include "mark", with its grammatical variations 
and cognate expressions : 

(54) "son" in the case of any one whose pasonat law 
permits adoption, shall include an adopted son : 

(55) "sub-section" shall mean a sub-section of the 
section in which the w o ~ d  occurs : 

(56) "swear" with its grammatical variations and 
cognate expressions, shall include a-g and declarhg 5-1 
the case of persons by law allowed to affirm or declare instead 
of swearing : 

(57) "vesscl"shallinc1udc anyshiporbatoranyother 
description of vessel used in navigation : 

(58) "wili" shall include a codicil and every writing 
making a voluntary posthumous disposition ofproperty : 

(59) expressions referring to "writing" shall be 
construed as including references to printing, :ithography, 
photography and other modes of representing or reproducing 
words in a visible form; and 

(60) "year" shall mean a year reckon~d according to 
the British calender 

1. Substilutedforthewords"hnjabAcl"byHaryanaAdaptationofLaws(Stalc 
and Concurrent Subjects) Order. 1 968. 

2. Thc words "'or Easf Punjab k t "  insated bymc Indian lndcptndence(~daptation 
of Bcngal and Punjab Acts] Ordcr. 1918. were omitted hy the Adaptation of 
Laws (Third hendn~ent)  Order, 1 951. 
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3. '[WhereanyPunjabAct isnotexpressedtocomejnto Comingitlto 
operation on a particular day, then,- operation of 

enactments. 

(@ in the  case of a Punjab Act made before the  
commencement of the Constitution, it shall come into 
operation, if it is an Act of the Legislature on the day on 
which the assent thereto of the Governor, the Govemor- 
General, or His Majesty, as the case may require, is first 
published in the Official Gazette and, if it is an Act of-the 
Governor, on the day on which it is First published as an 
Act in the OficiaI Gazette; and 

($1 inthecxeofaPunjabActmadeaRerthecomencement 
of the Constitution, it shall come into operation on the 
day on which the assent thereto of the Governor or the 
President, as the case may require, is first published in 
the Official Gazette; w 

and in every such Act the date of the fitst publication thereof shan be 
printed either above or below the title of the Act and shall form part 
of every such Act. 

4. Where this Act or any Punjab Act '[* * * *] repeals any Effect of repeal 
enactment then, unless a different inten tion appears, the repeal shall 
not- 

(a) revive anything not in force or existing at the time at which 
the repeal takes effect; or 

(b) afftect the previous operation of any enadrnent so repealed 
or anything duly done or suffered thereunder; or 

(c) affect any right, privilege, obligation or liability acquired, 
accrued or incurred under any enactment so repealed or 

(d) affect any penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in 
respect of any offence committed against any enactment 
so repealed ; or 

I. Substituted for the old section by the Adaptation of Laws (Third Antendmenl) 
Order, 195 1. 

2. The words "or East Pnnjab kt" iomted by the Indian Indcpendcace (Adaplatior~ 
of Bengal and Punjab A&) Order. 1948. were omittcd by thc Adaptation of 
Laws (Third Amendment) Orda, I95 I .  
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Repeal of Act 
m akin g textual 
amendment in 
Act. 

Commmcc~umt 
and terminalion 
oftime. 

Computation of 
timc 

(e)  affect any investigation, IegaI proceeding or remedy in 
respect of any such right, privilege, obligation liability, 
penalty, forfeiture 01. punishment as afdresaid; 

and any such investigation, legal proceeding or remedy may be 
instituted, continued or enforced, and any such penalty, forfeiture or 
punishment may be imposed as if the RepeaIing Act had not been 
passed. 

' [4-A. Where any Punjab Act made after the commencement of 
this 'I* * * J repeals any amendment by which the text of any Punjab 
Act 2[* * *] was amended by the express omission, insertion or 
substitution of any matter, then, unless a different inten tion appears, 
the repeal shall not affect the continuance of any such amendment 
made by the enactment so repealed and in operation at the time of 
such repeal.] 

5. In any Punjab Act 2[* * *] it shall be necessary for the I 

purpose of reviving either wholly or partially, any enactment wholly 
or partially repealed, expressly to state that purpose. 

6. Where this Act or any other Punjab Act ?[* * *] repeals 
and re-enacfs, with or without modification, any provision of a fcrmer 
wactment, then references in any other enactment or in any instrwnent 
to the protision so repealed, shall unless a different intention appears, 
be construed as references to the provision so re-enacted. 

7, h any Punjab Act, 2[" *] it shall be sufficient, !or the 
purpose of excluding the first in a series of days or any other priod of 
time, to use the word '%om" and, for the purpose of includirga the Iast 
in a series of days or any other period of time to use the word "to". 

8. Where, by any Punjab Act, 3[* * *] my act or proceeding 
is directed or atlowed to be done or taken in any Court or office on a 
certain day or within a prescribed period, then, if the Court or ofice 

I. lnserfd by East Punjab Acl40 of 1948, section 2. 
2. The work "'ar East Punjab k t "  were omittad by the Adaplaliou ofLaws (Third 

Amenbent) Orda, 1951. 
3. The words "or E+& %jab kt" insated by Ihc Indian Indcpcndence (Adaptation 

of Bengd and h j a b  Acts) Order. L94S, were 6rnitted by thc Adaptadon of 
taws (Third Amendment) Order, 1 Y5 I. 
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is closed on that day or the last day of the prescribed period, 
the act or proceeding shall be considered as done or taken in 
due time if it is done or taken on the next day afterwards on 
which the Court or oEce is open : 

15 of Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to any 
1877. act or proceeding to which the Indian Limitation Act, 1 877' 

applies. 

9. In the measurement of any distance, for the 
purposes of any Punjab Act, 2[* * *] that distance shall, unless 
a different intention appears, be m e w r e d  in a straight Line on 
a horizontal plane. 

10. Were,byanyemctmentnawinforceorhercafter 
put in force, any duty of customs or excise, or in the nature 
thereof, is leviable on any given quantity, by weight, measure 
or value ofany goods ofmerchandise, then a like duty is leviable 
accorbg to the same rate on any greater or less quantity. 

11. In all Punjab Acts, 3[* * *] unless there is anything 
repugnant in the subject or context,- 

(1) words importing the masculine gender shall 
be taken to include ferndes ; and 

Q) words in the singular shall include the pIura1 
and vice versa. 

12. Where, by any Punjab Act, Z[* * *] q y  power is 
conferred 4[* * *] then that power may be exercised from time 
to time as occasion requires. 

I. Sccnow the Limitalion Act, 1963 (AcI 36 of 1963). In&a WC Volume 11. 
2. nit words"'ur~& punjab Pct"-insertd by the Lodim hdepmdencc (Adaphtion . 

ofBcr~gal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, were omitted by the Adaptation of 
Laws (Third Au~wcimenl) Orda, 195 1. 

3. Thc \vords "or Easl Punjab Acts" jnscrted by the  lndim Indcper~dence 
(Adaptation of Batgal and Purljab Acts) Order, 1948, were onlilted by rbe 
Adaplaliuu oflaivs (Third hendmcnt)  Order. 195 1. 

4. The w r d s  "on the Provincial Government" were omittetl by East Punjab Act 
40 of 1948, sstion 3. 

Duty ro be faken 
pro rata in 
cnacmcnts. 

Gendcr and 
oumba. 

Powers wnfmed 
on h e  
Govanmcnt to 
be mucisable 
Iiom time to 
time. 
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13. Wf-iere, by any Punjab Act, 'I* * *I a power to appoint 
my person to fill any office or execute any function is conferred, then, 
unIess it is otherwise expressly provided, any such appointment may 
be made either by name or by virtue of ofice. 

d 

14. Where, by any PunjabAct, '[* * "1 a power to make any 
appointment is conferred, then, unless a different intention appears, 
the authority having ?[for the time being] power to make the 
appointment shall also have power to suspend or dismiss any person 
appointed 3[whether by itself or any other authority] by it in exercise 
of that power. 

15. In any Punjab Act. 'I* * *] it shall be sufficient, for the 
purpose of indicating the application of a law to evety person or number 
of persons for the time being executing the functions af an office, to 
mention the official titIc of the officer at present executing the 
functions, or that of the oEcer by whom the functions are commonly 
executed. 

16. In any Punjab Act, '[* * *] it shall IR suficient, for the 
purpose of indicating the relation of a law to the. successors of any 
functionaries or of corporations having pepetual succession, to express 
its relation to the functionaries or corporations. 

17. in any Punjab Act, '[* * *j it shaII be sufficient, for the 
purpose of expressing that a Iaw relative to the chief or superior ofan 
office shall apply to the deputies or subordinates lawfully performing 
the duties of that office in the place of their superior, to  prescni the 
duty of the superior. 

18, Where, by any Punjab Act, I[* * *] a power to issue any 
'[notification], order, scheme, rule, form, or bye-law is conferred, then 
expressions used in the J[notfication], order, scheme, rule, form or 
bye-law, shall unless there is anyting repugnant in the subject or 
context, have the same respective meaning as in the Act, conferring 
the power. 
1. The words "or East Punjab Act" inscrted by the Indian Indcpcndencc 

( Adaptarion of Bcngal and Punjab Acls) Ordcr, 1948. wcrc ornittd by the 
Adaptation of Laws (Third Amcndrnent) Order, 195 1. 

2. Lnscrled by East Punjab Act 40  or 1948. sation 4 (i). 
3. Inserted by ibid, section 4 jiil. 
4. hserlcd by East Funjab Act 40 of 1948, section 5. 
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19. Where, by any Punjab Act, '[ * * * 1 a powel- to '[issue 
notifications or] d c  orders, rules or bye-laws is conferred, then 
that power indudes a power exerciseable in the like manner and subject 
to the like sanction and conditions (if any). to add to. a end. vary or 
rescind any '[notifications], orders, rules or byelaws sJk [issued or] 
made. 

20. Where, by any Punjab Act, '[ * * * 1 whicti is rlol fo come 
into force h l e d i a t e l y  on the passing thereof, a power is conferred to 
make rules or bye-laws, or to issue orders with respect to the 
application of the Act, or with respect of the establishment of my 
court or' ofice or the appointment of any Judge or officer thereunder, 
or with respect to the pcrson by whom, or the time when, or the place 
where, or the rnanner in which, otL the fees for which, anything is to be 
done under the Act, then that power may be exercised at any t h e  
after the passing of the Act, but rulcs, bye-laws or orders so made or 
issued shall not take effect till the commencement of the ACI. 

Powr to makc lo 
irlclude power to 
add to, mend, 

of racind: 
ordas. ru lcs or 
bye-law. 

Making ofrulcs 
or bye- l a m  and 
issuing of orders 
between passhg 
and 
cormnatcenlenl 
ofen actmait. 

21. Where, by any Punjab Act, I [  * * * ] a powcr to make Provisions 
rulesorbye-l~wsisexpressedtobegivensubjecttotheconditionof Wlicablct0 

rnakhgorrulrs the rules or bye-laws being made after ~revious publication, then, 
or byc-lau. affer 

unless such Act, otherwise provides, the follo~ving provisions shall ,,i,, 
apply, namely :- publication. , 

( 1  theauthorityharingpowerto&ethenrlesorbyc- 
laws shall, before making them, publish a draft of 
the proposed t d c s  or bye-laws for the information 
of persons likely to be affected thereby; 

(3) the publication shall be made in such manner as 
that authority deems to be sufficient, or, if the 
condition with respect to previous publication so 
requires, in such manner as the '[Government 
concerned] prescribes ; 

1. The words "or East Punjab Act" inscrtcd by thc 111dian lndcpndence 
(Adapbtion of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, werc omittcd by the 
Adaptation of Laws (Third Amcndn~~lt) Ordcr, 1951. 

2. Inscrtcd by East Puajab Act 40 o f  1948, scctior15. 
3. Itlsertwl hy ihid. 
4. Inserted by ibid. 
5. Substihttd for the words "Cwaal Gaven~mct~l or, as tbc case twdy be, the 

Pro\linciill Gcvcmmcnt" by thcr2ddph~ion rjrLclwa (Tuud h ~ r n d n ~ e o t  I Ordm 
1951. 
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Cootinuation of 
ordcrs, etc., . 

issued under 
enactments 
rcpded and re- 
enacted. 

(3) there shall be publishedwith the draft a notice 
specifLrng a date on or after which the draft 
will be taken into consideration ; 

(4) the authority having power to make the rules 
or bye-laws, and, where the rules or bye-laws 
are to be made with the sanction, approval 
or concurrence of another authority, that 
authority also, shdl consider arty objection 
or suggestion which m y  be received by the 
authority having power t o  make the rules or 
bye-laws fiomany person with respect to the 
draft before the date so specifed 1 

(5) the publication in the '[Official Gazette] of a 
rule or bye-law purporting to have been made 
in e-xercjse of a power to make rules or bye- 
laws after previous publication shall be 
conclusive proof that the rule or byc-law has 
been duly made. 

22. Where any Punlab Act, ?[* * *] is repealed and re- 
enacted with orwithout modification, then, unless it is otherwise 
expressly provided, any '[appointment notification), order, 
scheme, rule, form or bye-law, J[made or] issued under the 
repealed Act, shall, so far as it is not inconsistent with the 
provisions re-mactcd, continue 31 ful-ce, and k deemed to have 
been $[made or] issued under the provisions so re-enacted, 
unless and until it is superseded by any "appointment 
notification], order, superseded by any "appointment 
notihation], order provisions so re-enacted. 

M r s c m ~ ~ o v s  
23. Sections 63 to 70 of the Indian Penal Code and the 45 or 

pruvisiomoftheCodeofCnmina1 Procedure forthetimebeing ~ ~ 6 0 .  

1. Sobsrituted for thc word '~;azettE' by the~overnment of lndid (Adiiptation of 
Indian Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

2. T h e  wrds "or East Puujab PEL'' insetZBd bythe Indian lndcpendence (Adaptation 
of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Ordcr, 1945, were omitted by lhe Adaptation of 
L a w  {Third Amendment) Orda, 195 1. 

3. Inserted by East Punjab Act, 40 of1948, section 7(i). 
4. Inseried by ihid. sxtion Yiil. 
5.  Inser~cd by E a s ~  Punjab Act. 40 of 1948. section 7 (ii). 
6. 11lserlud by i.hiJ, section 7ti). 
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in force in relation to thc issue and the execution of tvarranrs for the 
levy of fines shall apply to all fmes imposed under any Act, rule or 
by-law, unless the Act, rule or bye-law contains an express provision 
to the contrary. 

24. Where an act or omission constitutes an offence under 
two or more enactments, then the offender shall be liable to be 
prosecuted and punished under either or any of those enactments, but 
shall not be liable to be punished twice for the same offence. 

25. Where any Punjab Act, '[ * '* * ] authorises or requires 
any document to be served by post, wheter the expression "serve" or 
either of the expressinns "give" or "send" or ,my other expression is  
used, then, unless a different intention appears, the service shall be 
deemed to be effected by properly addressing, pre-paying and posting 
by registered post, a letter containing the document, and, unless the 
contrary is proved, to have been effected at the time at which the 
letter would be delivered in the ordinay course of post. 

26. ( I )  In any Punjab Act, I [  * * * 1 and in any rule, bye-law, 
insbumnt or document, made under, or with reference to any such 
Act, any enactment may be cited by a reference to the title or short 
title (if any) conferred thereon 01. by reference to the number and year 
thereof, and any provision in any enactment m y  be citedby a reference 
to the section or sub-section of the enactment in which the provision 
is contained. 

2 In any Punjab Act, 7 * * * j a description or citation of a 
portion of another enactment shall, unlss adiffermt intention appears, 
be construed as including the word, section or other part mentioned 
or referred to as forming the beginning and as f o h g  the end ofthe 
portion comprised in the description or citation. 

3[27. (1) The provisions of this Act shall apply,- 

I .  The words "or East Punjab Act" inserted by B e  Indian Independence 
(Adaptation of Bengal and Puajab Acts) Order. 1948. were omiltcd by tlie 
Adaptation of Laws (Third Amendnicnt) Order, 195 1 .  

2. The~c~rds  "or Em Punjab Act" inscrld bythe hdiau Independence (Addptatiot~ 
of Bengal and Punjab Acts) Order, 1948, werc omitted by h c  Adaptaiiori of 
Laus (Third Amendment) Order. 195 1. 

3. Subsrinrticd for tbe old section [which had bcrn amended by tlie Indian 
lndepcndence (Adaptation or  Bcngal and hnjab Ads) Order, 1948. and by 
East Pulljab Act 40 of 19481. by the Adaptation nf I . a w  (Third Anlcntlmeul! 
Order. 1951. 

Provisiws as to 
offcnces 
pmishablemider 
two or morc 
mactmmts. 

Manner of 
service by post. 

Citation of 
enactment. 

AppIicauon of 
Act to Ordi- 
nmca and 
regulations. 
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((2) it] relation to any Ordinance promulgated by the 
Governor of the Punjab under sec~irln 88 or section 
89 of the Government of India Act, 1935, or by the 
Governor of East Punjab, under section 88 ~f the 
said Act, as they apply in relation to Punjab Acts 
made under the said Act by the Governor, and, in 
relation to any Regulation made by the Governor 
of Punjab, under section 92 ofthe said ACT, as they 
apply in relation to Punjab Acts, made by the 
Provincial Legislature ; and 

in relation to any Ordinmce promulgated by the 
Governor of Punjab, under article 213 of the 
Constitution or any Regulation made by the 
Governor under paragraph 5 of the Fifth Schedule 
to the Constitution, as they apply in relation to 
P u~~jab Acts made by the Stale Legislature. 

(2) The provisions of section 4 and section 4-A of this Act 
shall apply on the expiry, withdrawal or repeal of any Ordinance 
promulgated by the Governor of the Punjab, under section 88 or section 
89 of the Government of IndiaAct, 1935, or by the Govanor of East 
Punjab, under section 88 of the said k t ,  or by the Governor of Punjab, 
under Article 2 I3 of the Constitution, as if such Ordinance had been 
an en~ctment repeded by a Punjzb Act.] 

Application of '128. The provisions of thisAct shall, as far as may be, apply in 
Act to H v m d  relation to a H w n a  Act or an Ordinance promulgated by the Governor 
ACE ar~d of Haryaoa undcr article 21 3 of the Constitution as they apply 
Ordinances respectively in relation to a Pllnjab Act or an Ordinance promlga~ed 

by the Governor of Punjab under that article.]. 

-- 
1 Added by the Huryana Adaptation of Laws [State and Cuncunenl Subjects) 

Ordcr. 1968. 
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'THE PUNJAB RIVERAW BOUNDARIES ACT, 1899 

[Receivecl th e-assent of the Lieuierihtzt-Governor on the 
1 7th May, 1899, nnd that ofthe Govenlor:Gmernl on 

the 19th June, 1899, nlzd ~wsf i r s f  published 
k the Putvab Govemrnetlt 'Guzette 4 , 

' ilre 3rd August, 18991 

An Act to  amend the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 1887, and the 
law relating to the ascertainment and determination, in certain 
cases, bf the b onndaries of riverain estates in the [Hnryana]. 

I 

Year 

1899 

Whereas it is expedient to make better proi.ision .for the Preamable. 

ascertainment and determiriation of the boundaries between estates 
which & subject to, or liable to be afftected by, the action of a river, 
and to amend-the law relating to the determination of claims to lands 
gained by alluvion and to prevent disputes as to such boqdaries . ,:;: ,. :: and 
lands. It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

2 

No 

1 

'1. ( I )  This Act may be called'& Punjab fiver& Boundaries Shor~l i~e ,  
' I  

Act, 1899. extent and 
cnmmmcemeut 

1. For Statement of Objecb ~ n d  R&ois, see Punjab Gazette, 1898, Pt. V-A, 
$age 20, for Report of the &l&t Committee, see ibid. Pt . V-A, paga 1 and 4, 
for Proceedings in Council, see ibid, L898, Pt. VI. page 6, ibid, 1899, Pt.  VT, 
pages 2 to 11. . . I .  

2. ~ e e - ~ j i b  d&itti!i'l Sr9'9, P a  W-A, pages 1-3. ' 
. ,< , ,  < .4, 3 

3. For Stat&ent of Objects and Reasons, see. Pulrjflb Governmetlt Gazette 
(Extraordinary), 1 957, pagc 689. . . 

.. . . . .  ..< ; .! 

, . . 8 

. - 
. . ,  . 

. , 
, - 

--' . .- 

3 

Short title 

7 % ~  I'unjab 
Riveriain 
Boundaries 
A c l  1899 

4 

Whethcr rcpenled or othcrwix 
nfft~ted by kgislation 

Exlcnhd to Ihe tcmbmks 
which immdately hcfm the 1st 
Xuvemb, 1956, were comprised 
in the Stole of Pntiala and Fwt 
Punjab States Union by Punjab 
Act 23 of 1957. '' 

The Haryuna AdaPlati& of Laws 
(Stnte nntl Concurrent Subjects) 
Orb, 1968. 
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Sp~t io~~s  added 
afler scction I 0  1 
or  India Act 17 of 
1887. 

Power lo h 
boundary 
between rivcraia 
dales.  

(2) Itextendstothewholeofl[Haryma];and 

(3) It shall come into force at once '[in the principal ' 

territories and on the 24th July, 1957, in the transferred 
territories]. 

2. Aftersection10~ofthePunjabLand-RevenueAct, ~ c t  

1887, the following sections shall be added, namely :- 17 of 
1887. 

"I 01 -A. (1) When any two or more estates are 
subject to river action and the limits of any 
such estates are, by any law, custom, decree 
or order applicable thereto, liable to vary 
according as vaiations may fiom time to time 
occur in the course or action of such river, 
the 3[State Goveiment] may, "I* * * *] order 
a permanent boundary line to be fixed 
between .any such estates or such portions 
thereof as are liable to river action. 

(2) Upon an order being made under subsection 
. I .  ,, ( I ) ,  the Collector shall fix a boundary line 

between such estates or portions of such 
- . estates accordingly, g d  s h d  demarcate the 

same, in accordance with the rules (if any) 
I. Substhtcd for the word "Ponjab by thc m a  Adaptation, of Laws (Stale 

- and Concumen1 Subjects) Order, 1968. 
2. Added by the Haryana Adaptation of Laws (Stalc and Concurrent Subjects) 

Order, 1968. , 

3. , Substituted for the words " Lqcal ~ o v t & n ~ "  by the Govqnrnent of India 
(~daptation of lndian Laws) Oider, 1 937, aid the Adaptation of Laws Order, 
1 950. 

4. The words "in its discretion" werc omitted by th6 Governmen'i:6f India 
(Adaptation of lndian Laws) Ordct, 1937. , , 

Note.-Para 3 (2) ofthe Jfhpua Adaplafion ofLaws (State and C o n m a t  Subjects) 
' Order, 1968, dclincs the "principal territories" and"~ransferred territories" as 
follows :- 
(a) "pru~ ci pal terriIories".shaU mcan part of the territories which, immediately. 

before thc 1 st November, 1956, war: comprised in the Statc ofpunjab and 
- are includcd ~ I I  fhe Statc of Haryana by the Panjab Reorganisation' Act, 

1966, 
(b) 'Vtransfd territorid shaU m m  part ofthe tehrieswhich, immediatdy 

beforc the I st Novcmbu, 1956, werecomprised in the State of Patiala and 
East Punjab States Unions and are included in the State of Harps by the 
Punjab Reorganisation Acl, 1966. 
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madeundersection 100and theprovisions ofsection . 

(3) Every such boundary line shall be fixed with due 
regard to the history of the estates, and the interests 
of the persons respectively owning them or 
possessing rights therein, in such manner as may 
be just and equitable in the circumstances of each 
case. . 

L 

4 No such boundary line shall be deemed to have k e n  
permanently fixed until it bas been approved by the 
Financial Commissioner. 

I 0 1 -B ( I )  Every boundary line fixed in accordance with the EEK~ of fixing a 
provisions of section 10 1 -A, shall, notwithstanding any bomdan, 
law or custom, or any decree or order of any Court of Law, bdwcenrivaaio 

to the contrary, h the Fied and constant b u n d a q  between estates : proviso. 

the estates affected thereby, and the proprietary and all 
other rights in every holdi~g, field or other portion of an 
estate situate on each side of the boundary h e  so fixed, 
shall subject to the following proviso, vest in the land- 
owners of the estate which lies on that side of the boundary 
line on which such hoJding, field or othe~ portion of an 
estate is situate : 

Provided that if, by the operation of this section, the proprietary 
or any other rights in any land which at the time a boundary 
line is fixed. is under cultivation or reasonable fit for 
cultivation or yields' any of substantial value, 
would be trawfmed from the land-owners and other right- 
holders of any'ane estate to the land-owners of any other 
estate, the Collector shall, by written order, direct that the 
rights in such land shall, subject to the provisions of 
section 101-C and section 101-D, not be so transferred 
unless and until the land, in respect of which any such 
order is made, ceases to be reasonably fit for cultivation, 
or to yeild any produce of substantial value, and, upon 
.any such order being made the transfer of the rights in 
such land shal I be suspended accordingly : 

' 

Provided further that when any portion of the h d  specified in 
any such order ceases to be reasonably fit for cultivation 
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or to yield any produce of su bstantial value, the order shall. 
when the Collector, in writing, so direct, cease to operate 
as to that portion. 

2 The decision of the Collector, as to whether for the 
purposes of the proviso to subsection (1) of this section any land is or 
is not reasonably fit for cultivation or does or does not yieM any produce 
of substaniial value, shall be final. 

~pplication or 10 I-C. ( I )  When any order has been made under the proviso to 
immcdiatc subsection (I) of section 10 1 -B, the land-owners (or any of them) in 
IrannWorrights whom, but for such order, the rights in the l a d  specified therein, 
resaved undcr 
the proviso to would vest, may apply, in writing, to the Collector to forthwith transfer 
sub-ssction (11 of the rights, the transfer of which has been suspended by such order, 
section 101-B, 
upon paymcnt of 
compensalion ' 

and procedure 
thereupon. h a r d  
of compensation 
and extinguish- 
ment ofrights 
thereby 

upon payment of compensation for the same. 

(2) When an application under sub-section (1) made, the 
Collector shall- 

(a) fix a day for the hearing of the application; 

(b) cause notice of the application, and of the day fixed 
for the hearing thereof, t o  be served on, or 
proclaimed for the information of all persons 
recorded as having rights in the land specifed in the 

' order made under the proviso to sub-srection (1) of 
section 101-B, and all other p,ersorks interested or 
claiming to be interested thGein I . ; 

(c) upon the day so 5xed for hearing, or any day to 
Which the hearing may be adjourned, jnquire into 
thi'hghts in the land and award compensation in 
respect of all r igh ts  found established itherein, to 
the pefsans severally ;entitled thereto;, - 

(d) inform the applicant of the- aggiegate amount of 
compensation so awarded .and required him to 
deposit the amaunt with the Collector on or before 
a day to be fixed by him in that behalf: 

Provided that, -notwithstanding anything in this sub-section 
contained, it shall be lawful for the Collector, in his discretion, and at 
any time before an award of compensation thereon has been made, to 
reject any application made under sub-section ( I ) .  
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(3) Jn awarding compensation under sub-scction (I), the 
~ollector shall be guidea by the provisions of section 23, and section 
24 of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, so far as the same may be 
applicable to  circumstances of the case. 

(4) Upon the fifteenth day of May next after the whole amount 
of compensation so awarded has been deposited with the Collector, 
the order made under the proviso to subsection ( I )  of section 101 -B, 
shall cease ,to operatc and the rights specified therein shall be 
transferred and vest in the manner prescribed in subsection (I) of 
section 10 1-8, notwithstanding .. . . anything in the proviso thereof 
contained, and the Collector shall proceed to tender the compensation 
to the p a o n s  severally entitled to receive the same under his award. 
If any such person shall refuse to accept the sum so awarded .and 
tendered to birn, it shd be placed to bis credit in the public treasury. 

(5) When any nrder made under the proviso to subsection 
(1) of section 10 1-13, shall, under the provisions of subsection (4) of 
this section, cease to operate and determine, all rights reserved to my 
person by such order, shall be extinguished. 

101-D. When any person possessing any rights in any land, in 
regard to the rights in which an order has k e n  made under the proviso 
to  subsection ( I )  of section 101-8, voluntarily transfers such rights 
to any land-owner of the estate, in the land-owners of which, but for 
such order, such rights would vest under the operation of sub-section 
(1) of section 101-B, the rights so transferred s h d  forthwith cease to 
be subject to such order. 

101-E. In every case in which, by t h e  operation of section 101- 
B. or section 101 -C or section 10 1 -D, proprietary or other rights in 
land or transfmed kern the land-owners and ober right-holders of 
any one estate to the land-oimers of any other estate, such rights shall 
be subject to all the incidents of tenure and liabiiities, which, under 
any law or custom for the time being in force, apply to the rights of 
the land-owners of the e-state to which such rights are so transferred. 

1 0 1 -F. For the purposes of sections I0 1 -A, I 0 1 -B and f 0 I-C, 
respectively, the expression "ColIector" shall be deemed to include 
a@ Revenue Oficer appointed by the '[State Governme~t].~?.pckfoirn 
1. Substituted for the words "Provincial Government" by the Adaptation orlaws 

Ordcr, 1950. 

India Act 1 of 
1 894. 

Order under thc 
proviso to sub- 
section 101-8, to 
cease to apply to 
rights vnluntarfiy 
transferred to a 
land-owner of the 
estate to which 
the  land is 
trimsterred by 
fixing boundary. 
Rights trans fmcd 
to be liable to all 
lhc incidents of 
mure o rthe estate 
to which, thc 
mnsfer is made. 

Meaning of h e  
expression 
Collector in 
sections 101-A, 
101-B and 101-C. 
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Clause added to 
sub-sation (2) 
of section 1 58 of 
india Act I7 of 
1887. 

Ammdmcat of 
sections 2 a n d  3 
of Scngal 
Regulation I l of 
1825. 

all or any of the functions of a Collector under any of the 
provisions thereof." 

3. After clause (~viii)  of subsection (2) of section ~ c t  

1 58 of the Punjab Land-Revenue Act, 1 887, the following 17 of 

clause shall be added, namely :- 1887. 

"(xvjii-a) Any question connected with or arising out of 
or relatmg to any proceeding for the determination 
of boundaries of estates subject to river action 
under sections 101-A, 101-B, 101-C aud 101-D, 
respectively, of Chapter VIII." 

4. (I) In section 2 of the Bengal Regulation No. XI of Rc@- 

1825' (n Regulniio~ for dececlnring the nrler to be ohsenvd iin tion l1 
determining claims to lands gained by olluvim or by the 
dereliction of a river or the sea) after the words "usage so d, 
established shall," the words folIowing shall be inserted, 2 and 
namely :-- 3. 

%less and until a boundary is fixed under the provisions India 
of section 10 1 -A o f  the Pmjab Land Revenue Act, 

of 1 887. 1 887, as amended by the Punjab Riverain Pvnjab 
~oundari& ~ c t ,  1899." ACI I of 

(2) IT1 section 3 of the same Regulation, after the word Isg9. 
"where" the words folIowing shall be insated, namely :- 

"no boundary has been fixed under the provisions of hdia  
section 101-A of the Punjab h d  Revenue Act, *dl7  

of 1887. as amended by the Punjab Riverain 1887 
Boundaries Act, 1 899, and." Pllnjab 

Act 1 
of 
1899. 

, 

- 
1.   he Bengal Alluvion and Dilnvion Regulation, 1825. 
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