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'TIE PUN JA4E C!!STOM (POWER TO CONTEST) 
ACT, 1920 

[Received the usser~i gf the Li~uto~ant-Go~lerrlcr of !he Pu,rjab 
9;: :/;,+? f i?k  A?:?!, IQ2!7, fl::y! !~?fi?::F?!x J - - -  c2:*c??:.5:--&:Fyq; - 

n?! !he I S !  Mcy, .!92Q, n?:d !~'I?,c $rst 'p~b!i_r!!el! iz !!!e 
21llijnb Gnzcrrcc qf the 281h iwCql;. 192U.i 

nu I NO. I nvd~l l=  

Ammdd hy thc indinn I n w c l c n t - r  
(Adnp~tion of Bengd u d  Pnnjab Acts) 
Or&, 1948 (GGO. 40). 

Whcthn xcpcaled or ohrwise 
affmttd by legislation 

The P~~njnh C d o m  
(Power l o  Uontcst) 
k c  1920 

Ammdd hy thc Adaplat'on of Taws Order, 
1950. 

t 

Exhdd to tbc territories which 
i m d a t e l y  k f n ~  the lsl N o m h r ,  
1954, wcrc cc~mprised in the State of Rtiala 
and East Punjab States Union by Punjab Act 
43 or 1960'. 

An Act to restrict the power of descendants or cobterals to 
contest an alienation of immovable property or the 
appointment of an heir on the ground Chat such 
alienation or appointment is contrary tcl custom. 

Whereas it is expedient to enact certainrestrictions on the power Reamb!~. 
of descendants or collateds to contest an alienation af immovable 
property or the appointment of an heir on the ground that such 
~fienr;tinn or ay;-,~ir?tment is cont.aT to csstar;; : And where% :kc 

1. For Statcmcnt of Objects and Reasons, see Punjab Gazette, 19 19, Part V, pages 
24-25, fbr Proceedings in Cowdl, see ihid, 19 19, Parl V, pages 73-82,424 md 
ibid, 192O,PartV, pagm 103-119. 

2. Sce Puttjnh Gazette, 1920, Part V, page 255. 
3. For St a t a n a t  of Objects and Reasons, see Pulljab Gazcllcc, (fitmordinay). 

1 960, page 20 10. 
4. For Statement of Objects and b u s ,  see I laryuna Gazetrce, fl~rroordinrlq$, 

dated, Ulc 29th October, 1966. 
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previous sanction of the Governor-General has been accorded 
under section 79(2) of the Govenunent of India Act, 191 5 ,  to 
the passing of this Act; It is hereby enzcied as tbllows :- 

Title and extent. 1. ( I )  This Act may be called the Punjab Custom (Power 
to Contest) Act, 1920. 

(2) It extends to 'plaryana] 

"Alienation includes any testamentary disposition 
of property." 

"Appointment of an heir" includes any adoption 
made or purporting to be made according to 
custom 

Scope of ~ c t .  3. This Act shall apply only in respect of alienations 
of immovable property or appointments of heirs made by 
persons who in regard to such alienations or appointments are 
governed by custom 

Savings. 4. This Act shall not affect any right to contest any 
alienation or appointment of an heir made before the date on 
which this Act come into force. 

Rights of 5. Nothing in this Act shall apply to any alienation or 
females. appointment a f an beir by a female- 
Limitatiorl on 6. Subject to the provisions contained in section 4 and 
the right to notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in section 4 of 
contest 5, ?Punjab Laws Act, 1572, no persou s h d  contest any 1572. 
nlirna6r-f ; l ~ d  
appoinrmen~s of dim2tiofi of ~ c ~ s t r a l  able prom] or my ~ppohtmet  
heirs. of an heir to such property on the ground that such dienation 

or appoinment is contrary to custom, unless such person is 
descended in male lined descent from the great-great- 

zd&>c- $fie pe;sGLi;.&u?g ;he &c;;ap;on o. 1 . u + / ~ u u I L I I ~ ~ ~ L .  .-- - :- ---;.-.' 
AALEz24cz $ 7, NG~T;$lw?Ly~Lg ;*A&Tqg t~ th P PA*+--. hm+.+.-,:neJ 

w u*r uvuu LY J C.ULUUUUU 

r ?z - . nc~ . r a !  iii ;ccti;?ii 5 ,  Liixs A::, 1GJT2, ;;c ~ ~ 3 ~ f i  sbdl ~ ~ ~ t e j i  
properly. 1872. any alienation of nun-a~cestrai immovable property or any 

~pnintment: ofan heir tn snch prnFE:riyon thego?lnrl that such 
dienation or appointment is ccntrary to custom. 

. .  . --  

1. Su'usLiiuted ruur llhc wurd "Pwljab" by iiayana AdaplaGon of Laws (State u r i  
Concmnt Snbjcct;) Order, 1758. 

2. See Haryana Codc, Volume 1. 
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