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1923 : Pb. Act 5) LOCAL OPTION 

'THE PUNJAB LOCAL OPTION ACT, 1 923 

[Received the assetit of tile Goyenlor of the Pu>qab on the 3rd 
November; 1923, and that of the Govenlor-Generrrl on the 2nd 
Decembe~ 1923, and was fist pu bZished2 in the Punjub Gazette 
of the ~ 1 s t  Decenl be< 19233. . . 

1. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Pti~rjab Gazetie, 1923, Pdrt 1, pagcs 
668-69; for Select Comrnittec's ReporL see ihid, 1923, Part V, pags 127-37. 
and for Prncccdings ill  Cot11ici1 .r.t.u Punjub LcgisEativc Cour~cil  Dcbatcs. Vol.lr. 
p a g e 7 8  -81,721.311-12aad313-23. 

2. See Punjab Gazette. 1 923, Par[-I, paga 974-75. 
3. For Stalcnic~i( oTObjcc~s arid Rcasor~s. .Y~#I, I'trt~irrh I;rr:e~~t. (!<.i+~rww-tli,rrt~? I. 

- datcd Qlc 24iIt May. IP57. 
4. .Sco f /fu-t.(~,~ti i ; ~ ~ ~ ~ , ) ~ ~ t i t [ + ~ l t  {;(,:rfft- (15 ) J I I , I ~ , & I , I I ? , ~ .  d a l d  29111 Oc~obcr. I 9t13 

1 

Year 

1923 

- ,  - 

4 

- Whether q d e d  or otbtrwix: 
&wIEd by Itfislalion 

A m d c d  by a c  Oo~mnmnl of m a  
(iWrmptatiw of Indian Laws O d x ,  1937. 

M o d  hy thc Todian Indcpcndena ' 
(Adnphtion of B e n d  and Punjab Ads) 
OrJct, i 9 4 8 ; ( ~ ~ 0 .  40). 

Amcnded by Be W t a h o p  of b w s  Order, 
1950. 

- 'Exmrl#I IO h e  tcrrilorics which immcdialrly 
bfom 1st Novcmbm, 1956, we? 
mmprisd in the Slab of Pa tintinla and East 
hnjab Stale Uion  by h j a b  Ac4 7 of 1957' 

M e d  by Harynau Adaptation of h w  
Ordcr, 1368'. 

- 2  

No. 

5 

3 

Shun titlc 

The h j n b  L o g 1  Option 
Acl, 1923. 

, ,  , 
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Att Act lo provide for t I ~ e  rcstr-icriott of rlre sale of 
ill toxicnt i ~ g  liquor (lccorditing io the wishes 

- of locnl bodies. 

WHEREAS it is desirable to -enable local bodies to 
restrict the sale of intoxicating liquor within certain areas; and 
whereas the previous sanction of the Governor-General under 
subsection (3) of section SO-A of the Government of India Act 
has been, obtained. .It is hereby &acted as folIows :- . 

CHAPTER , . 1 

Short title, extent 1. ( I )  This Act may be called the Punjab Local Option 
and Act, 1923. 
conlmmccment. , , . . 

(2) It  extends to 'maqana]. 

3 It shal come into ford,  [in the principal territories] 
on such date as the 4[State] Government may by notscation 
appoint in this -behalf l[and on the 24th May, 1957 in the 
transferred tedtories] . 

Definitions. 2. Tn this Act unless there is anything repugnant in the 
subject or context- 

( I )  'Ziquor" has the rrieaning assigned to it in the 1 of 
Punjab Excise Act, 1914. 1914. 

(2) "Foreign liquor'' means- 

(a) all liquor imported by sea 5[the whole of hdja 
except Part B States] other than rectified spirit, 
denatured spirit and perfumed spirit; 

1. Snbstitutcd for the words "State of Puojab" by I.Iaryana Adaptation of Laws 
(State and Concurrent Subjects) Order, 1938. 

2. Tbc Act came into force on 1 st April, 1924, see Purljob Guzetle, 1924, Part I, 
page 1 16. 

3. Zaserted by Hq-ma Maptation of Laws (State and Concurrent Subjects) Order, 
1968. 

4. Substi tulcd for h e  word "Provincial" by tbe Adaptation of Laws order, 1950. 
5. Substituted by the Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. The wor'ds "all thc 

Provinces" were substitut-od for "British India" by tbe Indian (Adaptation of 
Existing Indian Laws) Order, 1947. , 



(h) all beer manufactured in India. 

XX of (3) ."Local body" means a district board established 
IS83. under the Punjab District Boards Act, 1883, or a n~unicipal 

committee or nbtificd area committee established or appointed 
'I' under the Punjab Municipal p it, 19 1 1, or .a small town 
1411. 

committet established under the Punjab Small Towns Act, 
nor 1921. 
1922. 

I .  ;. . 
(4) "Empowered local body ' me& a local body 

concerning which a deciktion hai . . blin"&dgAend+ . 7 '  section 3 
that it may exercise the' powers , there& . ,  specified. 

... .,, . ,  , 
I ,  

(5) "Sale" includes any transfer other than by way of 
. - ' .  ' 

gift. ' , , . . 
? - 

(6) "Licensed shop" means the busin+s premises of a 
. I .  . 

person licens$d\o &llliq*or by r k t d  under ihb Punjab Excise 
l o f  Act,1914,'&~sp~c~ed~iheli~mce,'butdoesndtinc~ude~ 
I9l4. , of the following places in which only foreign liquor is sold, 

-- namely :- . . . . . . 

(ig a hotel, 

(iv) a railway restaurant room except that kept for 
Hindus 'nnd Muhammadans, ' 

, .. , , 

-. , 

(v) a railway restaurant bar. . - : . 
.. . 

(7) - "Local area" meam the area over which a local 
body has authority. 

3. The '[State] Governmat shall, on the application Application by 
of a local body, within aperiodnot exceeding three months from local bodr 
the date of such application, declare by notfication that such CX'eOSiOn 

Act. 
Local body may exercise'the powers conferred under sections 
4, 5 ,  and 8. 

1. Substituted for fhc word ''Provincial" by the Adaptation of Laws Ordw, 1950. 
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CHAPTER II 

Rcsmiction of the 4. ( I )  Anempowered local body may @om t h e  to time by 
numbaof l i p o r  r&o[u&n passed in accordance with its rules of ~ u ~ i ~ e a s  presmibe 
shops in a local 
arm. 

the maxim& number of licensed shops at which. liquor may be sold 
Within its local area. 

(2) ,, Such number shall. be not less, in the case of a municipal 
' committee, thai one-third, &in any'6ther case, than one-half of the 

" 'totaI number if shopi licensed by, th=. ~ o l l ~ t o r  for the &ad wnd of 
liquor on 3 1st March, (923, with'm the limits of such local area 

(3) Such i - d i i o i  shal<take effect t o m  the 1 st day of April 
in the year next folIowing the date on which it was passed. 

I - , 

Referendum. . . -  5. (1) h etnpoWe.ra localbody may . I , .  by resolvti,onpasscd , from 
time , . to tiw & aecc$dan'ce ,with its rules of business- 

. . 

(4 piescribe an\iaimum number, which be less than the 
proportion prescribed in subsection (2) of section 4, of 
licensed shops at which liquor may be sold within its local 
area ; or 

(b) direct that liquor may not be sold at any licensed shop 
within such : ' '  

' ~rohded that no iuch resolution shall have eff& under this Act 
until it has been submitted ljy WE& of referendum to thc registered 
electors of such empowered locd body, and bas been c o n h e d  by 
a two-thirds majoriv of the total numkr  of such electors. 

2 )  When a resolution has been confirmed under sub-section 
(1) it shal! take effect from the 1st day of April of the year next 
following the date of such confirmation and sbdl thereafter remain 
in force, provided that at any time such empowered local body may 
by further resolution declal-e that such resolution shall cease to have 
cffect upon ;he 1 st  day ufAp~il in tile year next knowing the date of 
such further resolution. and such ~+esoIution shall accordingly cease 
to have effect fi-om such date. .-. 

, . 
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6. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Punjab Excise Resolution of 
'Act, 19 14, and the rules made thereunder with regard to the powers 

local bodies to and functions of the Collector under the said An, a resolution passed be biodiog 
unda section 4 or passed and confirmed under section 5 shall be c o l ~ ~ m ~ ~  
binding upon the Collector of the District in which the local area 
concerned is situted : 

Provided that if the Collector k-of  opinion for reasons. to be 
recordelin writing that within such local area illicit distillattion or 
smuggling of alcohol has been carried on or connived at, within the 
two years preceding the date of the passing of such resolution, by any 
of the residents of such local area, such resolution shall not be binding 
upon him, unless the Commissioner orders that it shall be so binding. 

CHAPTER III 

'7. The 2[State] Government may d e  rules regulating the power o f i h ~  
procedure for holdtng a referendum under section 5. State 

Government. 

8. An empowered local body my make rules presmiing- PO= of h a t  
Bodies. 

(a) the portions of its locd area in which licensed shops 
may be situated ; 

(b) the hours during which liquor may be sold at such 
shops; 

(c) the minimum age, which shdl not exceed 18 years, 
ofthe persons who may be served with liquor at such 
shops. 

CHAPTER IV 

9. Except as hereinafter provided the provisions of this Act Special 
shall not apply to the sale of foreign liquor, but when an empowered Pmvisions 

local body has prescribed a maximum number of licensed shops under u " ' ~ ~ " ' ~ ' ~  brcign liquor. 
section 4 or section 5 or has prohibited the sale of liquor undcr section 
-- 
I. 1:or r u t 6  scc ~lotilica~ion No 17 133. d a l d  5111 kdy. 1924. I?tr!jrrh (;cr:crrr.. 1924. 

- .  Par[ 1. pagc 552. 
7- Subsiitulcd Tor LIIC rvord "Prnviticii~l" by ~ h c  Adi ip~a~ ion af Laws Ordcr. 1950. 
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5, and the '[State] Govment,  is satisfied that the object of 
such prescription or prohibition is being evaded by the sale of 
foreign liquor in the local area concerned, the '[State] 
Govemnent shall by rule made under section 58 of the Punjab 
Excise Act, 1914, prohibit the Collector fiom granting a ' - ,  1 

. I 

licence for the sale offoreign liquor in the said local area except . , 

in accordance with the terms o f  such resolutions as such 
empowered local body may have passed or may pass in respect . ? , 

of country liquor, or with the special sanction of the '[State] i 
Government. i.i I 

GENERAL. i 
PaaIties. 5 

5- :' 10. Any persoas, who c a m i t s  a breach of any rule 
made under section 8 shall be punishable with a fine which 

, .'!-I S 
. \  

extend to one hundred rupees. . , Saving of ihe 1 of :! 
provisions of the 1 Subject to theprovisions of this Act the provisions 1914. .: J 
bjab jlbexcise of the Punjab Excisc Act, 19 1 4, and the rules made tbneunder, : I,. '( 

Act, 1914. 
shall have full force and effect in the- local areas of all 

, / 
empowered local bodies. ' !  . i 

1. Subslilulcd for tllc word ' 'Provi~~cial" by lthc Adaptaliou of Laws Ordcr, l'j.50. -. 
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