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1948 : EAST PB. ACT 8 REFUGEES (KEGISTKA'I'IOS 

01: CLAIMS) 

IEAST PUNJAB REFUGEES (REGISTRATION OF 
CLAIMS) ACT, 1948. 

Ensr PUNJAR ACT NO. 8 OF 1948 

[Aeceii~ad rhe ussetzr of His E x c e l l c r ~ ~ ~ ~  rlre Go~lenlor OH rlre Is! April, 
1948, mid ~ ~ a s j i r s f  p~thlished i)11lle Eust Purrjub Goverrrtnent Guzetie 

(Esiraordi~zaql) ofApril 3,1948. J 

1. ( 1 )  This Act may bc called the .East Punjab Refugees short tirle 
(Registration of Claims) Act, 1948. and extent. 

1 

Y m  

1948 

(2) I t  exlends to the whole of "Haryana]. 
2. I n  this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in Il~e subject or Inlerpret31icln. 

context,- 

(a) "Claim1' means a starement of  loss or damage suffered by a 
refugee since the first day of March, 1947, in respect of 
property within the territory now comprised in " * * * " * 
" * Pakistan ; 

4 

Whether repealed or r~therwisc 
affccted by legislalion. 

Amended in pan by [he Adaptation 
Laws Ordcr, 1950 

hendedinp;trtby~heAdnpiarion 
of  Laws (Third Amcndmcnl) 
Order. of 1951. 

Amended by  P u n j a b  Act 
25 of 1964.' 

2 

No. 

S 

(b )  "prescribed" means prescribed by rules undcr Lhis Act; 

3 

S h ~ t  title 

Fast Punjab 
Rerugees(Rcgisua-of 

.tionofClairns) 
Act, 1948 

( c )  "Properly" includes any right or interest i n  movable or 
immovable property, i n  any shop or business establishment 
or any Factory or workshop or undertaking or in any debt or 
acrionable claim othcr than a mere right 10 sue; 

1 .  For Sra~emcm of Objec~s and Reasons, see E a s ~  Punjab Gnvcmmen~ Gazelle 
(Extraordinary), 1848, page 166; for procredings in Assembly scc Easr Pirnjab 
Le~islai ive Assembly. Dchales. Volume 11. 194S, pa=es 681-83. 

2. Substiluted lur thc word "Punjab" by Ihe Adnplation or Lows Order. 1968. 
3. Thr word "ll~c Dominion of' orni~ted by the Adaplarir~n of Laws (Third 

.4mcndmrn1) Order, 195 I .  
4. FOI Statemenr of  Objec13 and Rcnsons. see Punjnb Govcrnnicnt Gazelle (Ex~ra). 

1964. page 935-937. 



60 REFUGEES (REGISTRATIOX [I948 : E,isr PB. ACT 8 
OF CLAIMS) 

(4 "rcfugee" means a person domiciIcd or ordinarily I-esiderlt in, 
or owning property in, or who carried on business within [he 
te~ritories now comprised in * * ' * ": Pakistan and who has, 
since the firs1 day of March, 1947 left or been made to leave 
his place of residence or has abandoncd or been made to 
abandon his property or business i n  lhc said terrilories on 
account of civil disturbances or the fear 01 such disturbances 
or the partition of the country; and 

( e )  "Registrar" means the Officer appointed by the Government 
for the purpose of registering claims of refugees and i ncIudes 
a Deputy Registrx of Refugee Claims, and an Assistant 
Registrar of Refugee CIaims. 

Appnin~menr 3. The '[State] Government may, for the collection of information 
of Registrar relating to the claims of refugees, appoint a Registrar of Refugee Claims 
and other for the '[State] and, either by name or designation, one or more Deputy 
Officers. 

Registrars of Refugee Claims and Assistant Registrars of Refugee Claims 
for such local areas as may be specified and may specify the authority to 
which they may bc subject. 

Rcgisfratirln 4. ( I )  A rcfugee may submit to the Registrar on the prescribed 
of Refugee form and supported by an affidavit an application for the registration of 
Claims. his claim in respecr of his property in  * * * ' * * * Pakistan, lost or 

abandoned by him or of which he has been deprived : 

Provided that a rcfugee who has previously submitted a claim 
under this Act or under the East Punjab Refugees (Registration of Claims) 
Ordinance No. V of 1948 to any other authority in * * * ' * * * India 
cornpeten1 to register such claim shall not submit his claim to the Registrar 
unless he withdraws such previous claim. 

(2) The Registrar shall regisler the claim and maintain such 
records thereof as may be prescribed : 

Provided that [he registration of a claim shall not confer on a 
rcfugee any right lo demand compensation or relief from the Government 
nor shall any liability devolve on the Govcrnmcnt to compensate him in 
respeci of such loss. 

1. The words "[he Dominion ( ~ f '  omitted by the Adilptarion or Laws ( T h ~ r d  
Arnendmenl) Order. 195 1 .  

2 .  Sttbs1ilut:d Ibr !he lvord "Pn~vinciul" by rhc i1dapr;trion o i  Laws Order. 1950. 

' . . ~~1~.:~1b::r+I i411' :!lr *:r:br? ' F~<~vi !~<~r~ ' '  !JJ ~ht:  , + : I ~ p l ; l ~ ~ i ! ~  :~f ~.:IIv: ( ~ Y A ~ I ' ,  I ;'3?, 



1948 : EAST PB. ACT 8 I REFUGEES (RECISTRAT~ON 6 1 
OF C:LAIMS) 

5. Thc Registrar shali have all thc powers of a Civil Cout~ for !he 
purposes of receiving evidence, atres ti ng affidavits, admini swing  oa~hs, 
enforcing attendance of witnesses and compelling the discovely and 
production of documents, and shall be deemed to be a Court within the 
meaning of sections 480 and 482 of the Code of Criminal PI-ocedure, 
Act V of 1898. 

6.  All records prepared or registers maintained under this Act or 
the rules made thereunder shall be deemed to be public documents within 
the mcani ng of the Indian Evidence Act ( I  of 1 872) and shall be presumed 
to be true until the contrary is proved. 

7. No suit or prosecution or other legal proceedings shaIl lie 
against the '[State] Government or the Registrar or any person acting 
under his directions in respect of anything done or purporting to have 
been done in pursuance of the provisions of this Act. 

8. Whoever intentionally makes to the Registrar a false sialernent 
in rcspect of his claims, shall be deemed to have committed an oFfence 
under this Act and shall bc liable to rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to two years or with fine or with both. 

9. No prosecution for any offcnce punishable under this Act shall 
be instituted except on a complaint in  writing made by the Registrar 
with thc previous sanction of the '[State] Government. 

10. All offences under this Act shall bc triablc by a 2[Judicial 
Magistrate] of the First Class, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898). 

11. (1) The '[State] Government may by notification in  the 
official gazette, fix a date being nor less than thirty days from the dare of 
{he notification as the last datc by which applications under section 4 
shall bc received by the Rcgistrar. 

(2) Thc '[State] Govcmmcnt may cxtend this date From time 
to timc. 

Powers. 

Recc~rds 
under this 
Act to be 
public 
documcnts. 

Acl not to bc 
ques~ioned. 

Offences. 

Procedure. 

Jurisdicdon. 

1 .  Suhslitured for the i w r d  "Provincial" by lhc Adap~a~ion or I.anrs Clrctrr. I?.T(! 

2 ,  Suhs~iiuid :'(;I- ~ i ! e  no~.iI "kI:~::;.!rnl~," 1';. ?u~!i;tL' .At1 25 01' 1904. 



Powcr to 12. (1) Thel[Statc] Government may bynotificationn~akesuch 
nlakc rules, hies as appear co i[ LO be neccssary or expedienl far putting into el-fccl 

the pravisiuns of [his Act. 

(2)  Withoufprejudicerothcgener-~lityof~hepowersconl'emd 
by sub-section ( I ) ,  the rule. may provide for, or may empower any aulhori ty ' 
to make order pruviding for, all or any of the following matters, namely 
- 

(a) the terms and conditions of service of the Registrar and 
othcr officers appointed for the purposes of this Act; 

(b) the forms of applications and thc modc: of their 
presentation ; 

(c) the forms of the notices to be issued, the orders to be 
made and the mode nf their service and publication; 

(6) the forms and the manner. in which the registers and ocher 
records shall be maintained; . .  ' 

(el the distribution or allocation of the work to be performed 
by the Registrar, the Deputy Registrars and the Assistam 
Registrars ; and 

Repeal. 

(JI the supply of copics of the records maintained under 
fiis Act and the fees IcviabIe therefor. 

13. The East Punjab Refugees (Registration of Claims) Ordinance 
No. V of 1948 i s  herehy repealed, and any rulcs made ur ~~otificatians 
issued, anything done, any action taken in  exercise of any powers 
conferred by or undcr the said Ordinunce, shall be deemed to have been 
made issued, done or taken i n  exeicise ol lhe powers confened by or 
under , . this Act as if this Act had come into force on thc 27th day of 
January, 1948. 

1. Subsri~uted Ibr h e  word "Provincinl" by ll~e Adapta~ion r,f Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

1. For rufcs Ace nc~rificarion No.  U ( A ) - P  & G./48-Reh-6402. dalcd 19th May. 
1948, published in 61131 Prr~ljnb Gu~~zr)rmrerf Gnzetie (Exlraordinary). dared 
24ih May. 1t1-18. pp. 417-42:. 
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