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'THE EAST PUNJAB IMPROVED SEEDS AND 
SEEDLINGS ACT, 1949. 

[Received dre osserll of His Excella~tcy the Govenzor- olr rlze 24rh 
October; 1949, ~ ~ ~ d f i f i r ~ r  p~rblished ilr the Eusl P~rnjab Goventrnerlr 

Gazerre (Exrrraordirroty) of Ocraher 29, 1949.1 

1 For Statemen! of Objccrs and Reasons. see Earl Ptinjab C o v e n t ~ ~ l e n ~  Gazcrte, 
(Exuaordinary) 1949, pages 146- 147; for Ule Select Cornrnittcc's report, see 

Pu~rjab Govertrnie~li Guzelre (Extraordinary), 1949, pages 4 1-14; for 
proceedings in h e  Assembly, see Punjab Legislative Assembly Dcba~es, Vnlurnc 
2, 1949. pages (24) 5 1 -(24) 61 ; Volume 4, pages ( 1) 42-(1) 44. 

2 For Slatemcnt of Objects and Reasons, see Pittdub Governtrro~r Gazerrc~ 
(Ex~raordinary), 1949. page 998; for proceedings in the Assembly, see E a s ~  
Punjab Legislalive Assembly Debutcs. Volume 2, 1950. pages (4141 -(4)42. 
(This Act repcded Ordinance No. 5 of 1950. but saved anylhing done or any 
aclion laken in the exercise of any power conierrcd by or under the said 
ordinance a ~hough it  were donc or taken in exercisc of the powers conferred 
by or undcr this ACI had been in force nn the day un which such ihing w;ls 
dune or action raken). 

3 Ft~r Staremcnl of O b j e c ~  and Rcl~%ons, see Pir~ljrrb Govenu>rwt( (L.xtr.asrtlitillty). 
Gazeftc 1956, page 546-C. 

4 For Statcmenl of Objects and R~tsons, scc P~rrljnlr Gol1en1rtke)lr Gn:c/~llc 1959. 
page 1958. page 1457. 

5 See H a w ~ u  Go~~~nirrrcrir Gnzetrc (Ex~rnordinary). dared 29th Ocrober, 196s. 
pages 53 1-567. 
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ACL 5 of 195g4. 

Amended by ~ h c  Adaptation of La\r.s 
Order, 196S5 
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Sliort title, ex- 
tent and dale of 
c o m m e n c e -  

An Act to provide for the use of pure and certified seeds and 
seedlings of the improved varieties of crops recommended by the 
Department-of Agriculture in the 'Haryanal. 

I t  is hereby enacted as follow : -  

1. ( I )  This Act may be called the East Punjab Improved Seeds 
and Seedlings Act, 1949. 

mcnt. (2) It shall extend to the whole of the '[State] of 'maryana]. 

(3) Ir shall come into force on such date or datcs and "[in such 
areas of the principal territories] as the S[State] Government may, by 
notification appoint in this behalf, and different dates may be appointed 
for different areas '[and in the transferred tem tories on the 27th January, 
1959.1 

Interpretalion. 2. I n  this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or 
con text,- 

(i) "Improved Seed" means the seed approved by the 
Department of Agriculture; 

( i i )  "Seedlings" means the -plants raised from improved seed; I 

( i i i )  "Occupier" means the person having for !he Lime being the 
right 01 occupation of any land as defined in h e  Punjab 
Tenancy Act and includes any person in actual occupalion 
of such land or his agent; 

(iv) "Authoriscd Agcnt" means an agent authorised to seIl 
improved seeds and seedlings only on bchalf of the 
Department of Agriculture; 

6 [ ( ~ ~ )  An improved seed or seedling is said Lo be 'true to type' if 
the quality or purity thereof does not fall below the prescribed 
standard or its constituents conform to the prescribed limits 
of variability; 

1 .  Subsli(ured for the wordsUPunjab" by the Haryana Adaplalion of Laws Order. I 

1963. 

2. Substi~u~ed for the word "Province" by the A d a p d o n  of Laws Order, 1950. 
3 .  Subsrituted for the words "in such areas" by [he Havana Adap~arion of Laws 

Order, 1968. 

4 .  Subs[i~r~ted for the word "Provincial" by rhe Adaprarion of Laws Order, 1950. 

5.  Added by the Haryana Adapia~inn of 1.aws Order. 1968. 

rj. Clauses (v)  and (vi) addcd by Punjab ACI IS OF 1956. 
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(vi)  'Seeds' includes sccds of Europcarl vegerables and flowers 
acclimatised to grow under indigenous conditions.] 

3. 1n such areas to which this Act is applied- 

; (a) improved seeds oim seedlings only shall be used by each and 
I every occupier; 

(b) the movement of improvcd seeds or seedlings from one area 
to another may be prohibited or restricted. 

- 4. ( 1 )  ~ b r  rhe purposes of this Act improved seeds and seedlings 
shall be made available for sale by the Depariment of Agriculture, through 
its authorised agents, who shall stock for sale only irnproved seeds or 
seedlings. 

(2) An authorised agcnt shall not withhold from sale improved 
seeds or seedlings to any occupier. 

'[4-A. The Statc Govcmment may. for Ihe purposes of producing 
and marketing improved seeds of vegetables and flowcrs, - . 

(ij by a nocice in the Official Gazette dcclarc any local area 
within the State to be controlled area; and 

{iiJ impose, by ~~ulcs  lo be made in this bchaIf, such restrictions 
and conditions, within the controlled area, on the growjng, 
selling and transporting of 'true to rypc' vegctable and flowcr 

. , 

seeds, as may be deemed necessary for the purposes of 
ensuring the use, sale and transport of only improved seeds 
and such control shall include the power to destory any crop 
grown from any other seed. 

Exp1a~~ntiorz.- 'Growing' includcs thc entire process from ~ h c  
commencement of sowing till the hanest is lifted from the 

. . 
. field and disposed 01 to the authorised agents of 

Govcmment .I , . 

'[S. (1)  Any officer of ihc ~gricultu&or of the ~ c v e n u e  ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ,  
not below the rank of Agricultural Assistant or Naib-Tahsildar, as the 
case may be, may enter upon any land situated in tl~c area to which this 
Act extends, for the purpose of ascertaining whether improved seeds or 
scedlings have been grown i n  the land or not. 

- 1 ,  Scclion 4-A inscrted by Punjab Act IS uC 1956. 

Pnu-er lo declare 
seeds or seed- 
lings ol'approved 
variciics or crop 
and to spccify rhc 
uca and pcriod, 
and rcstricl 
rnovcrncnl. 

Provision of 
seeds and seed- 
lings by Agri- 
cul~ural Depart- 
rnenr. 

C o n ~ r o l l c d  
areas. 

Powcrs of rhe 
Agriculture or 
Revenue De-  
parlment Offic- 
ers to rnrer, in- 
quire or search. 

2. Substituled for  he old section by Punjab Act 74 of 1950 
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Pcnalrics. 

Bar of su i l  or 
other legal pro- 
ceedings. 

Power of Gov- 
ernment to 
makc rules. 

Hcpcal of East 
Punjab Ordi- 
nance No. 5 of 
1949. 

(2) Any officer of the Agriculture or of rhe Revenue Deparimenl, 
nor below the rank of .4gricultural Assistanr or Naib-Tehsildar, as the 
case may he, may enter upon any land or premises owncd, or occupied 
by an aurhorised agent, to inspect the seed sold by him, or lo inquire if 
he is withholding any seed from sale lo any occupier, or to search, as far 
as may be necessary for (hat purpose, thc aforesaid land or premises.] 

6. (1)  IF any occupier of land wiihin the area to which this Act 
applies is found growing a variety of any crop othcr than a variety 
approved by the Department of Agriculture, hc shall be liable to 
punishmen1 with a fine which may extend to Rs. 100. 

(2) If an au thorised agent withholds from sale or wi lfully refuses 
to scll improved seeds or seedlings he shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to rupees fivc hundred. 

(3) Any abetment of a breach of [he provisions of this Acr shall 
be punishahlc with fine which may extend to Rs. 100. 

(4) No prosecution for any offcncc under this Act shall be 
instituted except on a complaint in writing made by the '[Depu~y 
Commissioner within whose jurisdiction thc land is situated], or by an 
officer specially authorised by him in this bchalf. 1, 

7. No suit, prosection or legal procecdings shall lie againsl any 
public servant in respcct of anything in good fai th done or intended to be 
done under this Act. 

8. The '[Statc) Government may from time to time make jrules 
for the purpasc of carrying into effect thc  provisions of this Acl. 

9. The East Punjab Improved Seeds and Seedlings Ordinance, 
1949, is hereby repealed, but it shall not affect the previous operation of 
the said Ordinance and any order made, action takcn or thing done in the 
exercise of any powers conferred by or undcr the said Ordinance, shall, 
Poi. all purposes, be deemed to have been made, (akcn or done in  the 
exercise of powers conferred by this Act. 

I .  Substiru~cd Tor thc wurds "Dircc~r~r of  Ayicul~urc.  East Punjah" by Punjah 
ACI 34 of 1950. scctiun 3.  

2 .  Substitulrd for rhc word "Prrlvincial" by ~ h c  Adaptatiofl of Laws Order. 1950. 

3. For rules. xrc, P ~ I ~ I J ~ I ~  Gol.t.llrltrcr~~ ~Votif icorro~~ No. 7929-Agr.-501133. di~rcd 
the 81h January, 195 1. 
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