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'THE PUNJAB ABOLITION OF ALA MALTKIYAT AND 
TALUKDARI RIGHTS ACT, 1952 

PUNJAB Acr NO. IX OF 1953 

[Received the assen1 of the President on the 14tJz day of April, 1953, 
and was first published it2 the Punjab Guven~me~tr Gazette 

(fitraordinary) of rile 15t1i Aug~sr,  1953.1 

An Act to abolish the rights of supcrior proprietors, to confer full 
proprietary rights on inferior proprietors in land held by them 

and to provide for payment of compensation to the superior 
proprietors whose rights are extinguished and for certain 

cofisequentiai find incidental rnjtters. 
I t  is hereby enacted as follo\vs :- 

1 

Ycar 

1953 

1. ( I )  This Act rnay be called the Punjah Abolition of Ala short title, 
Malikiyat and Talukdari Rights Act, 1952. extent and 

commence- 
( 2 )  It extends to the whole of the 4[principal territories]. m,,,, 

3 

Short litle 

The Punjab 
Abolition o f  Na 
Malikiyat and 
Talukadari Righ~s 

Act. 1952. 

2 

No. 

9 

(3 )  It shall come into force at once. 

4 

Whether repealed or otherwise 
affected by legislation 

Amended by Punjab ACL 21 of 19612 
Amended by thc Havana Adapiation 
of Laws Order. 1968-' 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Definilions. 

(a) "adna malik" means, in the case of land in which the 
proprietary rights are divided between superior and 
inferior ownen, the inferior owner : 

1 .  For Statemem of Objec~s and Reasons, see P~rtljab Govertlnle~lt Cazetre 
(Extraordinary), dated 291h November, 1953. pages 1433; for proceedings in 
the Assembly scc Punjab Legisla~ive Assembly Debates, 1953. 

2. For Stalernent of Objects and Reasons, set P U I I ~ C I ~  Covert~ment Gazette 
Extraordinary). 196 1, page 290. 

3. For Swtemenl of Objecrs and Reasons, see Hrrpnrln Govenlnle~lr Gazctie 
- (Extra.), dated 29lh Oct., 1968. pages 531-567. 

4. Substituted for the word "State of P u n j a b  by thc Haryana Adaptation of 
Laws Ordcr, 1968. 
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(b )  "ala malik" means, in the case of land in which the 
proprietary rights are divided between superior and 
inferior owners, the superior owner and includes 
talukdar ; 

( c )  "Collector" means the Collector of the district in 
which the land, in the respect of which the rights of 
ala rnalik are abolished, is situated and includes any 
officer not below the rank of an Assistant Collector 
of the First Grade specially empowered by the State 
Government to perform the duties of a Collector 
under this Act ; 

(d) the expression 'land', 'land revenue', 'rent' and any 
other expression not defined, but used in this Act shall 
have the meanings respectively assigned to them in 
the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act 16 of 
1887) ; 

(el the expression 'Financial Commissioner' and 
'Commissioner' have the meani rigs respectively 
assigned to them under the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 
1887 (Punjab Act 17 of 1887). 

Abolition of 3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any 
rights of a la  law, custom or usage for the time being in force, except as otherwise 
ma'iks 'nd 'es- provided i n  this Act- 
ling of full  pro- 
p r i t a y  rights in (a)  all rights, title and interest (including the contingent 
ndna maliks. interest, if any, recognised by any law, custom or 

usage for h e  time being in  force), of an ala malik in 
the land held under him by an adna malik shall be 
deemed lo have been extinguished as from 15th June, 
1952, and full proprietary rights shall be deemed to 
have vested in  the  adna rnaljk free ,from all 
encumbrances ; 

( b )  the ala malik shall cease to have any righr to collect 
or receive any rent or customary due in respect of 
such land; provided that the extinguishment of rhe 
right of the ala malik as aforesaid shall not affect his 
rights to receive compensation in accordance with 
this Act. 

De tcrrnination 4. ( I )  Anyalamalik whoserightshavebeenextinguishedunder 
of cornpen- section 3 may, before the 15th o f  June, 1953, appIy to the Collector, in 
sation payable 
to ala maliks. 

such form as may be prescribed, for the determinalion of the amount 
of compensation payable to him : 
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Provided that the Collector .may entertain the application after 
the said date if he is satisfied that the applicant was prevented by good 
and sufficient cause from filing the application in time. 

(2) On receipt of an application under sub-section (I), the 
Collector shall issue nolice to the parties concerned and, aRer giving 
them an opportunity of being heard and after making such enquiry as 
may be prescribed, shaH make an award determining the amount of 
compensation payable in accordance with the provision of section 5. 

(3)  Where there is any dispute as to the person or persons 
who are entitled to the compensation, the Collector shall decide such 
dispute and if the Collector finds that more than one person is entitled 
to compensation he shall apportion the amount thereof amongst such 
persons. 

(4 )  Where the compensation is payable to a minor or to a 
person having a limited interest, the Collector may make such 
arrangements as may be equitable having regard to the interests of the 
minor, the parties concerned and their reversioners. 

(5) The amount of compensation determined under this 
section shall be payable by the adna rnalik : 

Provided that where a portion of the annual rent or other dues is 
payable by the Government, that portion of the compensation, which 
bears the same proportion to the total amount of compensation as the 
share of the Govemment in the annual rent or other dues bears to the 
total arnoun t of rent or other dues, shall be paid by the Govemment. 

5. The amount of compensalion payable under this Act shall be Principtcs oc 
eight times the mounl of annual rent and othcr dues, if any, payable to compensalior: 
the ala rnaIjk, whether by the adna malik or whether partly by adna 
rnalik and partIy by the Government: 

Provided [hat where the rent or other dues is or are paid wholly 
or partly in kind, the amount of such annual rent or other dues shall be 
calculated on the basis of the average of the price of the produce during 
a period of fifteen years, commencing from the 1st day of June, 1935. 

6. (1) The compensation awarded under this Act shall either Paymcnr of 

be paid in cash to the party entitled to it or be deposited with [he compensalion. 
CoIlector, by the adna mahk or, as the case may be, by the Government 
within a period of three months of the date of the award : 
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Provided that the Collector may, having regard to the amount of 
compensation- or for other reasons to be recorded by turn, allow the 
adna rnalik to pay the compensation in such six-monthly instalrnents 
payable within a period not exceeding six years in my case as he thinks 
fil. 

(2 )  Where the adna maljk makes a defsult in the payment of 
compensation, the amount due may be recovered in the same manner 
as an arreai- of land revenue. 

Apeal, review 7. (1 )  An appeal shall lie from- 
and revision. 

(a) any award or order made by the Collector to the 
Commissioner; and 

(b )  any order of the Commissioner, to the Financial 
Commissioner : 

Provided that when an original award or order is confirmed on 
ftrst appeal, a further appeal shaH not lie. 

(2) The Collector, the Commissioner, or the Financial 
Commissioner, may, either of his own motion or on the application of 
the party interested review and on such review modify, reverse or 
confirm any order passed by himself or by any of his predecessors in 
ofice and such power shall be exercised subject to [he provisions, as 
far as they may be applicable, of section 82 of the Punjab Tenancy Ac 1 ,  
1887 (Punjab Act 16 of 1887). 

(3) With respect to all matters dealt with under this Act, the - 
Financial Commissioner shall have the same power to call for, examine 
and revise the proceedings of ihe Collector or the Commissioner as 
provided in section 84 of the Punjab Tcnancy Act, 1887 (Punjab Act 
16 of 1887). 

(4 )  The period of limitation for an appeal under this secrion 
shall run from the date of the award or order appealed against and shall 
be as foIlows :- 

(a]  when the appeaI lies to the 
Commissioner ........... Sixty days. 

( b )  when the appeal lies to the 
Financial Commissioner ... . .. Ninety days. 

(5) In computing the period for an appeal From an award or 
order under this Act, the Indian Limitation *Act 1908 (9 of 1908) shall 
apply. 

* Sec nr-lw Limitation Act, 1963 (36 of 1963). 
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(6) For the purposes of this Act, the Collector, the Corn- 
missioner and the Financial Commissioner may, in so far as may be 
necessary or expedient to do so, exercise all the powers of a revenue 
officer or a revenue court as the case may be under the Punjab Tenancy 
Act, 1887 (Punjab Act 16 of 1887). 

8. Notwithstanding anything contained in any contract or in any Certain 
law for the time being in force, no claim or liability, whelher undcr mortgages and 

any decree or order of a civil court or otherwise, enforceable against not 
enforceable an ala mali k for any money which i s  charged on or is secured by a againrr land 

mortgage of, any land held under him by an adna malik. shall be by nnna 
enforcaabIe against the land, but every such claim or liability shall be mal ik .  

deemed to be a charge on the compensation payable to the ala malik in 
respect of such land. 

'19. ( 1 )  Nothing in this Act shall apply to evacuee property as Acr no1 be 

defined in the Administration of Evacuee Property Act, 1950 (31 of lo 

1950). certain 
evacuee 

(2)  Notwithstan&ng anything contained in  sub-section ( I ] ,  properly. 

the provisions of this Act shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section 
(31 apply t- 

(a) a pcrson on whom, after the 15th June, 1952, the rights 
of an adna malik are conferred by the Central 
Government under the Displaced Persons (Com- 
pensation and Rehabilition) Act, 1954 (44 of 1954) : 
and 

( b )  an adna malik of land held under an ala malik who i s  
an evacuee as defined in clause (d) of section 2 of the 
Administration of hvacuee Property Act, 1950 (31 of 
I 950). 

(3) In relation to a person referred to in  sub-section (Z), the 
date of extinguishment of rights of ualu n~alik and vesting of fill1 

proprietary rights in an adtza nlalik under section 3 and the period for 
applying ro the Collector for the determination of the amount of 
campensaiion under sub-seclion ( I )  of section 4, shall, notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary contained in this Act or in any judgement, 
decree or order of any court, be.- 

( i )  i n  the case of a person on whom the rights of an adna 
malrk are conferred by the Ccnlrd Govenlnlent aftcr 
the commencement of the Punjab Abolition of Aia 

1. Substitured TVF section 9 by Punjab Act 21 or 1961. 
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Bar of juris- 
diction. 

Bar to legal 
procetdings. 

Power In makc 
rules. 

Malihyat and Talukdari Rights (Amendment ) Act, 
1961, the date on which such rights are confencd, 
and period of ~welve  months from such date; and 

(ii) in any other case, the date of commencement of the 
Punjnb Abolition of Ala Malikiyat and TaIukdari 
Rights (Amendment) Act, 1961, and a period of 
twelve months from such commencement.] 

10. Save as otherwise expressly provided in this Act every award 
or order made by the Collector, Cornmissioner or Financial 
Commissioner shalI be final and no proceedings or order taken or made 
under this Act shall be called in question by any court or before any 
officer or authority. 

11. No prosecution, suit or other legal proceedings shall lie 
against the State Government or any officer so authorised for mything 
which is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of this 
Act or of any rules made thereunder. 

12. (1)  The State Governmem may, by notification in the 
OffIciaI Gazette, makc rules to carry out the purposcs of this Act. 

, (2) In particular, and without prejudice ro the generality of 
the foregoing power, such rules may provide ior all or any of the 
following matters, namely- 

(a) the forrn and manner in which an application for 
determination of compensation may he made by the 
ala rndiks ; 

(b) the form of nolice and the manner in which notice 
may be served under this Act ; 

( c )  the manner in which inquiries may be heId under this 
Act ; 

(d )  the manner in which compensation may be paid ; 
(e) the manner in which appeals and appiications for 

review and revisions may be filed ; 
(f) any other matter which has to be, or may be 

prescribed. 
13. The Punjab Abolition of M a  Maliki yat and Talukdari Rights 

Act, 1951, (President's Act 9 of 19511, i s  hereby repealed but, 
notwithstanding such repeal, anything dqne or any aclion taken in the 
exercise of any power conferred by or under the said Act or the rules 
thereunder shall be deemed to have been done or taken in exercise of 
the powers conferred by or under Act as if this Act was in force on the 
day on which such thing was done or action taken. 
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