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'THE PUNJAB SECURITY OF THE STATE ACT, I953 
PUNJAB ACT NO. i2  OF 1953 

16th April, 1953. 
[iZeceived tire uhVxenr qf the Go-vmror of Purlja5 a;; the 16rh A z ; ~ ,  

i5.53, &;id i i ~ .  ,ji,ii pi&iia;teu iri ihe Furtjuu Governt?~ent 
m 
t ,az~iic ir"xTrnnrdir;~~j r?rc tire ifiriz Rprii: I9.i-7. j 

I 
I !  1 I * ! ,! 

An Act to provide for special measures to prevent activitia 
prejudicial to the security of the State or the 

maintenance of public order. 

No. 

12 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

1. ( I )  This Act may be cdled the Punjab Security of the State short title. 

Act, 1953. extent and 
commence- 
mcnt. 

1. For Sratemcnt of Objects and Reasons, see Prrlljnb Governn~enr Gazerre 
(Extraordinary), daled 13th March, 1351, page 356 ; [or proceedings in the 
Asscnbig. scc h n j a b  1,ctjslnrive Assembly Dcbbatcs, 1955- 

Year 

1953 

2. For Statement of Objecls and Reasons. see Punjab Govertrmrer~r Gazelte 
(Exrraordinary). 1954, page 72. 

3. For Staicmtnt of Objects and Reasuns. xec Horyana Govenrrr~eni Gazerre 
(Extra). dated 291h Oct. 1366, pages 53 1-567. 

Short title 

The Punjab Secu- 
! ri!y of the S11k 

Acl, 1953. 

4. For Shternent of Objects and Reasons, see f:fii-yarm Gover~ir~~erlr G'azeffe 
(Extra), 1969. page 65. 

Whcther repealed 
by legistarion 

Amended by Punjab Act 6 of 
1 195d2 

Amended by Adaptation of Laws 
Orders, 1965' 

Amcnded by Haryana Ace 20 of 
1369' 

Extended 10 the territories which 
immediately before h e  1st Nove- 
mber. 1956. were comprised in [he 
Shle of Pariala and Fbst Punjab 
States Union by Punjab Act 18 of 
195 S5 

5. For Statement of Objects and Reasons, sce Prrrtjob Govenrnletrr G a i u f r ~  
(Exka), 1958, page 546 
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(2) It extends to the whole of the State of ' [ H ~ a n a . ]  

(3) It shall come into force at once 'lin the principal temtories 
and on the 15th May. 1958 in the transfcrrcd temtorjes]. 

Sabotage- 
' 

2. (1) No person shall do any act with intent 10 impede the 
i lvorkino D of, or ts C B ~ S C  d a r n ~ u ~  2- t~ , -  

(G) zny building vehicle, vesse!, rnacbiney. appxams, fir 
other property used, or intended to be used, for [lit: 
purposes of Government or any local authority ; 

(b) any railway, tramway, road, canal, bridge, culvert, 
causeway, aerodrome, telegraph line or telegraph 
post ; 

(c) any rolling-stock of a railway or tramway or any 
aircraft ; 

(d) any building or other property used in connection with 
any industrf, business or establishment of the nature 
specified in the Schedule. 

(2) Tie provisions of sub-section ( I )  shall apply in relation to 
any omission on the part of a person to do anything which he is under a 
duty, either to the Government or to any public authority or ro any person, ; 
to do  as they apply to the doing of any act by a person. 

(3) If any person approaches or is in the neighburhood of 
any such building, p!ace or property as is mentioned in s~ib-section ( I )  in 
circumstances which afford reasonable grounds for believing that he 
intends to contravcne that sub-section, he shall be deemed to have 
z;:=r:p;& a c~~l&evcn~ifi fhcrcgf 

(3) Zf any person contravenes or attempts to contravene any 
of the provisions of [his section, ht; sllall be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to two years or with fine, 
r;: :;;ith bEL+. 

coniinues, acts in furtheiaacc of, oi omi rs to do xyfning in Fursuancc 
ef 2 c!rikc which iz  nci i!legd under !zw for the time being ir! 
force. 

1. Subsrituted for the word, ' 'Punj i~b  by ~hr: Haryana Adfiptation of Laws Order. 
1966. 

2.  Added by ibid. 
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3. ( I )  No person shall take part in the organisation, control, Quzsi-Military 
management or tri3ning of, or be s member of, any body of the persons wganisation. 
organised or trained or equipped for the purposz of enabling them to be 
employed in usurping the function of the police or for the unauthorised 
use nr display of forcc. 

(2) Tf cny mrson contravexs rhc rmr~isions cf s!!b.rxricn 
( I ) ,  he s h d  be punibhable with imprisonmsilt for a tern whch may 
extend to one year, or with fine, or with b t h .  

4. The District Magiseate, if satisfied that i t  is necessary so to Power LO 

do in the interests of the security of the State or for the m~ntenance of prohibit 
public order, may, by order in writing, prohi bit in any area specified in drilling. 
the order either absolutely or subject to exceptions contained in the 
order, the unauthorised pratice of, or participation in, any exercise, 
movement, evoIution or drill which is either of a military nature or 
involves the use, or preparation for the organised use, of weapons of 
offence. 

5. ( I )  No person shall have in  his possession, or wear, carry or Wcaring or 

display, any uniform, flag, banner or emblem which has been declared by display of 

the State Government by nolificarion in the Official Gazette to signify 
elc. 

association with any organisation declared un lawfui by the Government. 

{2) Any such uniform, flag, banner or emblem, wherever 
found shdl bc Mciicd !o Govemnient. 

(3) If p c ~ s r ;  pub{ic: wea;s, cxlies or dispJEYs any sach 

uniform, flag, banner or emblem, he shaIl be punishable wirh 
;rnyrisonment which may extend ro one year, or with fine or wirh both. 

h r  .fhc mairnr~nnrc of p~hljr: order mav, hy nrder in wnrln_q, irom prohibit 
,. . , . . ....,,. . ,._, L --- -, C--  -.. -L - -L I -. --...--A:- - rnccrings and iime io iirne, yl'rirllvll wlurlli suur ivca rllru r v l  ~ U L I I  p ~ i ~ f i u  IIUCGALLCUJII~; 

.? . . iHb ,ii"i7ihs z2rj7 bs sp;TTcs urd5-,- processions. 

(a) the holding of any procession or dtmonsiraiion jn 
any public place ; 

(S) the holding of any pubIic ~ e e t i n g  ; 

(1.1 the carrying in public of anyihing capable of use as a 
weapon of offence. 
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Power to 7. ( 1 )  The State Government or a Dish ct Magistrate,if satisfied 
resnict move- with respect to any particular pcrson that, wirh a view to preventing him 
menLs of 
persons. from acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of the State or the 

maintenance of public order, it is necessary so to do, may by order in 
writing, give one or more of the following directions, viz-iilat such ' 

person- 

(a) shall not enter, reside or remain in any area that may 
be specified in ?he order; 

{b)  shall reside or remain i n  any area that may be 
specified in the order; 

(c) shall remove himself from, and shall not return to, 
any area that may be specified in the order; 

(d)  shall notify his movements or report himsclf, in such 
manner and at such times and to such Magisnate, as 
may be specified in the order. 

(2) An ordcr made under sub-section ( I  j (hereinaftcr referred 
to as a restriction order) may require the person in respect of whom it 
i smadetoenter intoa  bond,wilhorwithoutsureties,forthedue 
performance of the restrictions or conditions specified in  the order. 

(3) No resmction order shall bc operative for more than- 

(a) one month, if made by a Disrrict Magistrate, and 

jb) one yew, if madc by thc Statc Government. 

( 4 )  The State Ciavernrnent may ar any time cancel or modify 
any restriction order made by a District Magistme. 

15) An order made under clause (a) or clause (c) of sub- . .- zx:ifiz {a?) zizy, 1: midz by !kg s!ztc ! ~ ~ ~ a - . ~ - - i ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ ; ~ ~ j ~ y  2s [k .~  z y k  
- iv - ~,~;k~i~b ibe ordcl' fGidics iij= i~jijui= si=is ui aijj p&< iiidr<"[ siii7f a i d ,  

if mnrle hy the District Maestrate, specify as such area the whoIe or ' 
zrty pan of the district cn!y: 

7----: -I--1 &LC* r t r v n l a L  I ~ i l ~ h  order mad. b:; :he S:ate Govcrnxc;;: shII  
direct the exclusion or removal from the State of any person ordinarily 
residenl in the State ; and no such order made by the Distici Magistrate 
shall direct the exclusion or removal from the district of any person 
ordinarily resident in the district. 
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(6) As soon as may be after a restriction order is made, the 
authority making the order shall communicate to the person against 
whom the order is made, so far as such co~munication can be made 
without disclosing facts likely to endangcr public safety or the security 
of the State, the grounds on which the order h2s been made and such 
other particulars as are in its opinion adequate to enable him to make a 
rc~resentaiiofi II;! the Siak Gove~w~eni against the order, zmd infom 
him of his right to make such represenration and shall afford him the 
earliest opportunity of doing so. 

(7) When the restriction order is made by a District 
Magistrate, he shall forthwith report to the State Government that the 
order has been made, h e  grounds on which it has been made and such 
other particulars as, in his opinion, have a bearing on the case. 

(8) On receipt of a representation horn the person against 
whom a restriction order has been made, the State Government shall, 
as soon as may be, place it before the Advisory Council constituted 
under sub-section (9) together with the grounds on which it has been 
made. 

(9) The State Government shall constitute an Advisory 
Council consisting of a Chairman and two other rnemkrs al l  of whom 
shall be persons who are or havc been, or are qualified to be appointed 
as Judges of a High Court. 

(10) The Advisory Council shall after considering the material . 

placed before i t  and if  necessary, after calling for such further 
information from the State Government or from the person concerned 
as i t  may decm necessary, submit its report to the State Government 
within t h i ~  davs from the date nn which a representation i s  placed 
before it. 

(! 1 )  After considering the report of the Advisory Council, 
the State Govemment may confirm, modify or cancel the restriction 
**#ra,- 
I I IYL.. 

( J  7) P,!! p~ciculars  cnn!zined Ir? .uny co~esrrr?ndrr!cr helweer! 
iilc Sbic G"VCI-I-U~IIZ~I~ aiid i k  AdVi;~q C ~ i i j ~ i i  hid  i h ~  iePX ~ i i d e  
L-. " J  ;zc ' ' ,di;..i s;~.;; ~2Ll-ff~"ii.~G~ ziis, f i r ; , ~ < v ~ ; ~ z ~ z f i ~ ~ T i g  zc!,;yL;Eg 

contained in nng Iaw for  he time being in force, nu Cour! shdi  be 
entitled to require any public servant to produce any of the aforesaid 
documents before it. 

'[7-A. Whoever contravenes, disobeys or neglects to comply pcnaltics. 
with any order made or direction given u~der  sections 4,G or 7 of this 

1. Section 7-A inserted by Punjab ACI G of 1954. 
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Act, shall, on conviction, be liable to be punished with imprisonment 
of either description which may ex tend ro one year ot. with fine or wirh 
both.] 

Possession or 8. (1)  Whcever, with lawful authority :- 
conveyance nf (a  j has in his possession. or 
prcscrihed 
d ~ r 1 ~ 1 n ~ n t s .  {!:j carries for deiivery to mothe: ?emon o the~v ise  than 

through the post, 

- any documents the importation of which has been prohi bired under the 
Sea Customs Act, 1878, or in respect of which an ordcr of forfeiture 
has been made under any law for the time being in force, shall be 
punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year, or with 
fine or with both. 

(2) Whoever inten tionally pemlils his name or address to be 
used in order to facilitate transmission, though the post or othenvise, 
to any person other than the person for whom i t  purports to be intended, 
of any documents of the nature described in sub-section (I),  shall be 
punishable with imprisonment which may extend to one year, or with 
fine, or with both. 

9. Whoever :- 5 

(a) makes any speech, or 

(b) , by words. whethei- spoken or written. oi by signs or 
hyvisibleoraudi'nlerepresentationsorotherwise 
publishes any statcmcnt, nlmour or report, 

shall, if such speech, statement, mmour or report under-mines the ' 

i 
s z ~ i t y  ~f t!c St~te,  frkzd!;. :e!:tic:: 1:Ith fcreign Stztez, p"t)!ic orber, ' 

decency or morality, or mounls ro contempt of Court, defamation or 
incitement io an offence prejudical cr, rht: swuticy of the Stare or the 
maintenance of pubIic order, or tends to overthrow the State. be 

L-'-l '.._ I-- ' - .  . 
llult;.slrnulc W i F l l  i l ~ l~ f i s" !u l l~n i  hi?iiiii  z d j '  i;i;ii;iiG ;i; ; ; i j < ~  j ' i i s s  <;;; -6;ji:; 

t ! ~  or vim hn!h. 
. . 1 I 

;, I::..- ..r 
- . _ I p V . J I u V I I  V L  

! r ? f i  w r . .  i i  f , , ; ' 
r -  

c ~ ; i ~ i b i c  fii12 or ahetmcnt of all or any of the offences specified in Chaprer 8 sections :. 
on irhatitanrs i 187 to !?D,312,_?n2,304, 321 to 33,6,332,379,78n, 790 tn 403: 436 : u: >:I X C A .  

and Chapter 22 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (45 of 1850). the Statc i 

Government is satisfied that circ~mstznccs exist which render i t  
necessary to take immedinte action for the maintenance ~f public order 

1 .  Substituted for scction 10 by Haryana Act 20 of 1969. 
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or for preventing danger to life or property of t he  people of the State 
or of the area in p~rticulsr, Oi for the majntcnance of scrvices or supplies 
essentizl to the life of the community. i t  mey, by notification, impose 
such colleciive fine on all or such inhabitants of the said arca as it 
thinks fit on the materials available regarding their connection wilh 
any of the offences mentioned in this sub-section. 

(2) 'l'he noliiication made under xu b-section (1 shall be 
proclaimed in the area by beat of drum or in such other manner as the 
State Government may think best in the circumstances LO bring the 
declaration to the notice of the said inhabitants. 

(3) (u) The District Magistrate shall, after such enquiry, as 
he may consider necessary, apportion the fine imposed under sub- 
section ( I )  among the said inhabitants according to his judgement of 
their respective means. 

(b) In making any such approtionment the District Magistrate 
may assign a portion of such fine to an undivided H n d u  family to be 
payable by it: 

Provided that the fine apportioned to an inhabitant under this 
sub-section shall not be realised until a petition, if any, filed by him 
under sub-seclion (4) is not disposed of. 

(4) (a) Any person aggrieved by the imposition of the firie 
under sub-section (1) or 5y the order of apportionment under sub- 
section (3) may, within the period prescribed by the State Government, 
file a petition hefore the District ivlagistmte for being excmpted from 
curh fine or for fl-edification of the. order of apportionment : 

Provided that no fee shall be charged .for filing such petition. 

(b) The District Magistrate may at any time transfer thc 
petition for disposal to my officer subordinate to him not below the 
mv k ~y ;! ~~~-~;:y~~!x~~j p~j2c~:ir2~~;.- - 

(cj ~ f i e ~  sit.ihg tnc ~eri!innr.r a. reasonahie np?nrnir;iry nf 
)?=izc C hgzrd, !he Djr:r;,cr P I . C g a ' c t ~ t -  '--u'-+---- 9' thy ~ f f i r e r  t~ ?vhCm the 

prcceeding i s  transfeired undcr clause ( I ; )  may p s s  such order as he 
considers fit : 

Provided that the amouni of fine exempted or reduced under this 
sub-section shall not be realisable from any person and the total fine 
imposed on the inhabitants of thc arca undcr slrb-sectifin ( I )  shall be 
deemed to have been reduced to that extent. 
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(5) An appeal, if prefemd within the period prescribed by 
the Srate Govei-nment, fron an order under subsection (4) shall lie- 

(i) when such order is made by ;he District Magistrate 
to the Commissioner of the Division ; and 

( i i )  when such order- is made by any officer subordinate 
to the District Magisbate, to ik District Ma~isirate: 

Provided that no appeal shall be entertained unless fifty per 
centum of the fine payable in accordance with the order under sub- 
section (4) has been paid and the memorandum of appeal is 
accompanied wilh a proper receipt showing such payment : 

Provided further that no fee shall be charged for filing such 
appeal. 

(6) An order passed under sub-section ( I )  or sub-section (2) 
where no petition has been fled under sub-section (3) or an order under 
sub-section (4) if not appealed against, and an order passed on appeal 
under sub-section (5) shall be final. 

(7) The portion of such fine payable by any person (including 
a Hindu undivided family ) may be recovered- 

(a) in  the manner provided by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898 (V of 18981, for the recovery of fines 
imposed by a Court, as if such portion were a fine 
imposed by the CisiricL Magistrate acting as a CUM 
; or 

I 

{b) as arrears of land,revenue.] 
A A 

power of 1'. The power to issuc search warrants conferred by section 93 
search. of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, shall be deemed to include 

T ~ P  ~(?wc.T .  !!I ~PSK: wi';lrrdvig if!r- 

{g) ihe :e&rLh e(  p y  ;!zce ;~jh:h~h zzy > . A ~ ~ ; c I ~ ~ ~ I P  U C w  

~ i z n : i o E c ~  i n  th=r szz;ifi7 !;;e rcEcn t~ bEjis.;c thct 

ally offence un&r iliis &4ct or any Act prejudicial to 
the security of'the Srate or the maintenance of public 
crder has been, is being, or is abcut co be, ccmmitted, 
or that preparation for the commission of any such 
offence or act is being madr ; 
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(b) the seizure in or on any place searched under 
clause (a) of anything which the officer 
executing the warrant has reason to believe is 
being used or is intended to be used for any 
purpose rneriiiorled i11 iiiiit ciause ; 

and the provisions 01 tile said Code shail, so far as may 'be, appiy 
to search made under the authority of any warrant issued and to 
the disposal of any property seized under this section. 

12. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of offences 
Criminal Procedure, 1898, all offences punishable under this Act under 

to be V of shall be cognizable and shall if the offence is punishable with cognizable 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to a period exceeding and 
one year, be non-bailable. bailable. 

13. (1) No suit, prosecution or other Icgal proceeding shall Protection 
lie against any person for anything which is in good faith done or action 
intended to be done under, or in pursuance, of this ACL. under h e  Acl. 

(2) No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against 
the Sbte Government or except with the sanction of the State 
Government, against any of its officers, for any damage caused 
or likely ro be caused by anything in good faith donc or intcnded 
to be done under, or in pursuance of, this Act. 

14. -e hnjab  S e z u i c  of the Sfa:e Act, 1951 Cpre.sidenr's Rep-1 acd 

Act No. 1 of 19511, and the Punjab Security of the State savings- 

( h e n d m e n l )  Acl, 1951, (President's Act No- of 1951). arc 
hereby repealed; but notwithstanding such repeal, any order made, 

.- . . . ----&--I.--- -- A:+,, .-.. * . ,,,.,,: ,,..,:,A,,,,+ -..;" ,,.. u,.;;,lr, ;.>L +,-, ii"iiiil4tlbrl * a -  c...;;;i;r:: i 3 3 U u v j  -r'fi i. ' i::-~~r~&-. - - A  - %*V-IWAL LLL.-. -. 
in zi;e;<i.se cf : -h~ i j ; l . ; ; ~ ; ~  CQR~C-:~ 5::; fir t ~ & f f  5i:h~:. ~f fie .cnir! 

Acts and in force irnrnediareiy -More the commencement uf k is  
Act shdl, In so tor as i i  is no1 inco~~sisier~t w i ~ h  ~ h c  ~ i ~ v i s i o n s  ui 
this Act, continue i n  f~rce  and be deemed to have ken made, . . 
~ S S U ~ , ~ V I ! S  OF LX!~.!! u~tdcr the corre~pailCiing ?iavi.iiGii; of [his 
Act s if this Act was in force on the day on which such thing 
was done or action was raken and all the provisions of this Aci 
shd l  apply accordingly. 
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THE SCHEDULE 

[See seciio?l2 (1) (d)l 

All undertakings relaling to- 

(a) the maintenance and working of naval, militaq and 
eir fol-cc works. ~d=-~-  r; ~ y s ,  &r :rensg;;.L i ~ c l ~ d i i l g  
aerodromes, canals, inland water transport, road 
transport, telegraph, telephonz, broadcasting and 
postal services, hospitals and services connected with 
the safeguarding of the public health, mines,fire- 
brigades, printing presses ; 

(b )  the manufacture storage, or distribution of stores or 
equipment required by Govemmenr for its departments 
or services ; 

(c) any system of public conservancy or sanitation ; 

(dl the upkeep of roads and bridges ; 

(e) any industry, business or establishment engaged in 
the production or supply to the public of light, heat, 
power. water or motive fuel ; or 

If) any industry, busincss ar establishment engaged in 
the production or suppIy to the public of m y  
commodity essential to the life of the communiry. 
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