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ITHE PUNJAB PROHIBITION OF COW SLAUGHTER 
ACT, 1955. 

[Received t?le assent of rhe Pyes'idelzt of ltzdia on tlie 
2 1st , ~ I I F I C ,  i956 m d  wnsfir.rr prihli.~lr~d i l l  tJ~c 
Prinjnb Governrplrr G a e e a ~  (Exlrnclriiint~ry) 

of dte 27th Jutre, 19-56]. 

I I ( Amended by Hayma Act 6 of 19SIY I 

Ywr Nu. I Sll~rl  [ilia 1 Whcillcr rcpeulcd ar ulileiwirc 
' I  ' ..F~Y..I-.CI h.0 Ian ;clna;. \nr 

I I I Amended by IIaryrtna Act 13 of 1981b 
I 

.P.?+. 

1 Y 3 U  

to prciibit the slaughter of cok'and its progeny in '[llaryana] 

Be it enactcd by the Legislatun: of the State of Punjnb in the Seventh 
Year of the Republic of lndia as follows :- 

' - .  

4 -  

13 

1. For Stalrul~cnt of Objects and Reasora, we Punjab Gov~.rt~tnenf Gazette 
(Extraordinary), 1955 page 83 1. 

2. Sce Huiyano Govenlntw!? Gozerte (fik-trao~djnary), dated the 29th October, 1968. 

I nr: Punjab F~uhi'ui- -' 

lion of Caw - 

Slaugh:cr Act, - 
1955 

3. For Statement of Objecls and Reasons, see Harya'lra Governmen( Gazette 
(Exaaordinary) 1971, page 200. 

, , 

U..W'w" Y, '-o'"'-".," 

' ,Amended by ii~c i i ary ir~~a  Aciapiiiiiirli uf 

Laws (Sure and Concurrent Subjects) 
, . ,  

0rdc.r. 1968' I ! 

4 .  Substituted for the word "Punjah" by ,$Iaryana , , Adaptahon o f  Laws Order, 
1968. - . . ,  

5. For Sralemnt df Objecls and Reasons, see ffatyaaa Go\~ninretrf Guzette 
(Extraordina~) dated thc 1 1 th Mzrch, 1980 ; page 452. 

6. For stare men^ of Objects and R r s o n s ,  sce ~ a h i s r ,  ~ovenrnrenl G n ~ e i r ~ .  
{E~u~~ordiiary), da:>itke 17tllM?;ch, 198 1, pagc 488. 
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Shon ritlc, 1. ( I )  This Act rniy be called the Punjab Prohibition of Cow 
estcnt and Slaughter Act, 1955. 
cornmcncc- 
mcnt. (2) It ex tends to thewhole of the Stale of [Haryana.] 

(3) It shall come into brce atoncc2[in the principal terri tones 
and on thc 29th January, ,1959, in be transferred territories.] 

Definitions. 2. Jn this Act, unless lhere is anyrhjng repugnanl in the subjecl or 
context- 

(a) "beer' means flesh 01 cow in any form but does not 
include flesh of cow contained in sealed containers 
and imported into ' w q a n a  ;I 

. . .  , 

( b )  "beef-products" include cxtraclion from beef ; 

,(c) "cow" includes bull, bdlock, ox, heifer, or calf ; 

3 [ ( ~ ~ )  "export" means to take our from thc Srate of Haryana 
to any place outside the State of Haryana ;] 

(d) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made undcr 
this Act ; 

(e), "slaughter" means killing by any method whatsoever 
and includes maiming and inflicting of physical injury 
which in the ordinary course will cause death ; 

(S) "Government" means the Government of 
'[Haryana] ; and 

(g) "l~neconomic cow" includes stray, unprotecred, 
infirm, disabled, diseased or barren cow. 

Prohibilion o i  
' 

3. ,.Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the 
slaughreR lime being in force or any usage or custom to the contrary, no person 

shall slaughter or cause to be slaughtered or offer or cause to he offered 
for slaughter any cow in any placc in '[Haryana] : 

Provided that kilIing oC a cow by accident or in self defence will 
not be considered as sl;~ughter under the Acr. 

I. Substiruled for !he word "Punjab" by Haryana Adapration of L;l\~s Order. 
1968. -. 

7. Added by~i l~i l l . ,  

3. Inserled by I-laryana Act 6 of 1980. 
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4. ( I )  Nothing in section 3 shall apply to the slaughter of a Escepiions. 
COW- 

(0) whose suffering is such as to rendccs its destruction 
desirable according to the certificated of t h e  
Veterinary Officer of the area or such other Officer 
of the Animal Husbandry Department as may be 
pr4esclikd ; or 

( b )  which is suffering from any contagious or infeclious 
disease notified as such by the Government ; 

(c) which is  subjected to experimentalion in the intei-esr 
of medical and public: health research by a certified 

V T . .  ,L - mejizii! I;racrjriGnzi cf ; f ie  Anillla! , - , u a ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~  

Department. 
(2) Where ir is intended to slaughter a cow for the reasons 

specified in clause (a)  or clause (b )  of sub-section ( I )  i t  shall be 
incirmknt fm a person doing so to obtain the prior permission in writing 
of [he Veterinary Officer of the area or such ;ther Officer of the Animal 
Husbandry Department as may be prescribed. 

'[4A. No persor! shall export or cause to be exported cow for Rcsmction on 
the purpose of daughtcr ci thcr directly or through his agent or servant expo* or caw- 

or any other person acting on his behalf in contravention of the 
provisions of this Act or with the knowledge that  i t  will be or it was 
likely to be slaughtered. 

413. ( 1 )  Any person dcsiring to export corvs shall apply for a Pennit for 
permit to such officer, as the Government may, by notification, appoint expod. 
in this behalf. stating the reasons, Tor which they are to be exported 
together with the number of cows and the name of the State to which 
they are proposed to be exported. He shall also filc a declaration that 
the cows for which the pernlit for export is required shall not be 

' . slaughtered. 
(2) The officer appointed under sub-section ( I ) ,  after 

salisiying hiinself about the genuineness of the rcquesc of the applicant, 
shall grant him a permit for the export of cows specified in the 
application : 

'[Provided that no permit for export of cows, where cow siaugiliel- 
is not banned by law, shall be issued.] 

1 .  Lnserted by Haryam Act 6 of 1980. 

2 .  Addedby Haryana Act 13 oT1981. 
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Spccial 
permits. 

Prohibition of 
sale of becf. 

Establishment 
nf institutions. 

Penalty. 

Cifffiences to be 
cognizable and 
non-baiiablc. 

(3) The fee for issuing permits shall be such as may be 
prescribed. 

4C. The Government shall have the power to issue special permits 
for export of cows in cases where i t  is of the opinion thar it will be in 
the public interest to do so.] 

5. Except as herein excepted and notwithstanding anything 
contained in any other law tbr the time being in force, no person shall 
sell or offer for sale or cause to bc sold beef or bccf prnducts in  any 
form except for such medicina1 purposes as may be prescribed. 

5. There shall be established by the Government or by any local 
authority, when so directed by the Government, institutions for the 
reception, maintenance and care of uneconomic cows. 

7. The Stake GovcrU-azii: or thc :ma: ziihority, if so authoiised, 
r n q  kvj:  such fces as miijr be piescrikd for care aiid niainienance of 
uneconomic cows in the institution. 

3. ( 1 )  Whoever conlravcncs or attempts to contravene or abets 
the concra\~enrion of thc provisions of Z[section 3,4A, 4E or 51 shall be 
guilty of an offence punishable with rigorous imprisonment for a term 

' 

which may extend to '[five yexs and with fine v:hich may extcrid to 
five thousand rupees.] 

( 2 )  Wlloever fails to lodge ihe informalion in the manner 
and within the time stated in sub-section (2)  of section 4 shall be guilty 
of an offence punishable with simgle imprisonment for a term which 
may extend !n nne yem nr with fine which mzy erkr?d t,c! t l ~ c  ! x n d ~ d  
t u p s s  or with both. 

( 3 )  in any trial for an offence punishable under sub-section 
( 1 )  cr sub-section (2) :he burden of p:cuing that thc s!zc;ghtcred 'cow 
beiongea ~o l;?c cinss spcciPIcu in ciause (nj or ('Sj of sub-section (1 j oi 
section 4 shall be on the accused. 

9. Nohvithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898, an offence punishshle under sub-section ( I )  of section - 

8 sha!? be cogii iz~ble and non-t;dab!c. 

1 .  Substituted for the words "no years or with fine xvlGch may ex~rrtd to o11e 
thousa~~d rupees of borh by Haryana Act 17 of 197 1. 
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A .  Any police officer not below the rank of Head Constable, Power to enter, 

or any person authorised in this behalf by the Government, may, wirh a seize1 etc- 

view to scuring compliance wirh rhe provisions of this Act, or for satisfying 
himself that the provisions of this Act have been complied with,- 

(a) enter, stop and search,or auhorise any person to enter, stop 
and search any vehicle used or intended to be used for the 
export of cows; 

(b)  seize or authorise the seizure of cows in lzspect of which 
he suspects that any provision of this Act has been, is 
being or is about to be contravened, along with the 
vehicles in which such cows are found and thereafter 
rake or authorise the taking of all measures necessary 
for securing the production of the cows and vehicles so 
seized, in a court and for their safe custody pending such 
production ; 

{c) the provisions of section 1-00 of the Code of Criminal i 
Prcrcedure, 1973, relating to search and scizure shall, so I 

far as may be, apply to searches and seizures under this I 
sections. 

9B. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shaIi lie Protec!iun 01 

against any officer of the Governmcnt for anylhing which is in good action tokzn in 
fgrh dote cr iRteZ$ed rc be dcze cnder [h is  ~r the r - i c s  I?;:& grind 
thereunder.] 

1 ,  ' 1  Thc S talc Govcmment may make rules for the purpose Power to make 
c.F carrjrinz icto effect the provisiniio of :his Act. i i i k  

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of foregoing powcrs, 
q-;,,7!.. - - -  . - -  ---. ---!3- r- . 

. . . . . . I  a , . . .  ..l..C ... l _ .  
"L*.. 1 - . l d  p.V I I Y V  LY.  

(uj the conditions and ~ h c  circuinstances under which 
cows may be slaughtered under sub-section 1 of 
section I ; 

(b) the manner in which diseascs shall be notified unde.r 
sub-sec:ion ( 1 )  [b) af szction 4 ; 

(c) the manner in which permission shall be obtained unrter 

1 .  Inserred by Haryana Act 6 o f  1980. 
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su b-section (2) of section 4 ; . , 

Id) the fornl and contents of the certificate mentioned in 
sub-clause (a)  of sub-secrion (1)  of section 4 and the 
authorities cornpeteqt to g~ant it  ; 

![(uiZ] *c foAm i:: l..?hich the permit under section 4B is to 
be granted and ihe,.icc in respect of issuing such 
permit ;I 

( e )  the manner in which and condilions under which beef 
nr kef-yroducts are to be sold under section 5 ; 

(J) ihe s~,ttors rcIxti=z !9 fie est&!i kbment , mai ntenance, 
management, supervision and control of institutions 
referred to in section 6 ; 

{g}  the. duties of any officer or authority having 
;llricdir.tinn under this , k t ,  the procedure to be 
J------- 

folhwcd by such officer or authority ; and 

(11) the matters which are to be and may be prescribed. 

1 .  hserlcd by Haryaru Act 6 of 1980. 
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