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'TI-IE PUNJAB RECLAMATION OF LAND 
ACT, 1959. 

/Keceivr7d rltc cisse~rt ofrlze PresiCIc~t~ ofIt~~!iu C I I I  the 
I s r  Jrcrtr, 1959 arld jvos firsf prtbli.~ltetl ill the 
Prutjab Govel-lwlc~rt Gnzerre ( f ir / -ao~dit?am).  

of r11r 13th J ~ I I ~ P ,  f 9-59.] 

ACT 

to consolidate and amend the Inw reIating lo the 
reclamation of lands in certain areas. 

1 

Ycar 

1959 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Punjab in the Tenth 
Year of the Republic of India as folloivs :- 

3 

Shorrlide 

The Punjab 

Reclamation 

of Land Acr, 

1953. 

7 - 

No. 

21 

1. [ I )  This Act may becallcd ~hePunjabRcclamaiion oiLand Shorttirlc, 

Act. 1959. extent and 
conmlrncrrnmt. 

( 2 )  IL extends to the whole of the Statc o121Haryana]. 

4 

Whether rcpcaled or othenvise 

affccted by Icgisl;r~inn 

Amended by Punjab Acr 21 of 1964.' 

Amended by the Haryana Adaplatinn of 

Laws (Slate and Concurrent Subjects) 

Order, 1968.' 

(3) It shall come into force a1 once. 

1. For S~aternent of Objccts and Reasons, see Prr~rjnb f i o v e l - ~ ~ ~ ~ r e l r r  Gnzer~e 
(Extraordinary) 1958, page 1532. 

2. For Stalemen[ of Objec~s and Reasons, see Prrrrjflb Go~.er-~l))letlr Ga:etfr 
(Exrmordiuary) 1964, page 389. ' 

3. Scc I Jaryarn Govtmnlent tiazmr (Extraordinary). dated [he 191h Octabcr, 196s. 

4. Sub5iiluted for the word "Putijab" by Haryann Adaptation oCLa1kl.s Ordcr, 196s. 
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2. In this Acl, unlcss the coniext othenvise requires,- 

( [ I )  "preliminary survey" means ope]-ations undertaken t o  

ascettain the qualily of any land for the purpose of 

declaring it to be a reclaimable area ; 

( b }  "reclamation" means such operations as are considered 
necessary by the Dircctor to reclaim and cultivate any 
reclaimable area. 

(cj "reclaimable area" means such waste land and the 
in tcnlening cultivated lands as ~ h c  Siare Government 
may, by notification under section 5 ,  declare to be a 
reclai rnable area. 

{dl "the Direclor" means rhc Director of Asriculrure, 
' [Hary an a] ; 

( e )  "waste land" means land recordcd as Banjar of any 
kind in revenue records and such Ghairrnumkin lands 
as are reclaimable. 

Ii~terprc'lal~on. 3. The Punjab Gcneral Clnuscs Act. 1398, shall apply for the 
interpretation of this Act as i t  applics tbr the inlerpretarjon of a Pun jab 
Act. 

~lulhoriw Ln 4. The Director or any person authorised by him in writins may 
rntcr upon enter upon any wastc land for thc purpose of carrying out p~~ctirninary 
w ; ~ t c  lauds. 

survey. 

Dcclara~ion of' 5. (1) Tf the Srale Government is of opinion that any area 
ccln~prising wastc lands and the inel-vening cultiva~ed land is requjlhed 

and POW" 5 01' for rzcla~nation, it may by n o ~ i  fication declare such area to be rcclclin~rtble 
l l ~ e  Direcior 
w i ~ h  rrgartl area forthe purpnscs of this Act and such norification shall bc conclusive 
~hercto. cvidence nf the rnatlers siatcd thcrejn, and shnl t not he liable ro be called 

in question in any court, 

(2) Thc Collecror or the dis~r-icl in ~ v h i c h  the ~.eulairn;lble arra 
is sirualed shall sivc publiciry to tlic r~uri t'lcation issued under- sub-sectiorl 
( 1 )  i n  such manner as he may dccm fit.  

I .  Subslitu~cd for ~ h c  \vord "Punjilb" by I!IC I I a ~ y a n a  Adapi~iioil of I.aups Order. 
1L163. 
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( 3 )  Upon the issue of a nolification under sub-sectinn ( I )  thc 
Collector n q r ,  notwithstnnding any law ro rhe contrnn, authorise the 
Director ro take possession of the ~j~holc 01- any part or the area specified 
thct-till for a period not exceeding tcn years for the purpose of canying 
o u ~  reclamation. 

- 
6. The Collector may lake or cause to be taken such slcps or use Power to use 

- 
01- ci~i~st: lo be L I S C ~  such force as may in his opinion bc reasonably fmcc ctc- 

neccssal-y lor securing cornpliancc w i ~ h  rhe provisions of' this Act. 

7. The Direclor may detegarc ;ill or any of his powers and I)elegntion of 

functions under {his Act to 3 n i  nfficcr of the Agricullure Department, powers. 

' [Havana] . 

8. (1) The total expendiiure incurred by the State Govcmment Liability of 
' i n  carrying out reclamation of any rcclaimnble area shall be equirably O\werS for cost 

apponioned -by the Director behveen the several owners and persons of redamarion. 

having interest i n  the lands comprised in such area and each of such 
owncrs and persons shall be Iiablc to pay the amount falling to his  share. 

(2) The amount apportioned under sub-secrion (1  ) shall be a 
charge on rhe land to which i t  relares and the apporrionment shall not be 
called in question in any couri or before any authority. 

(3) TI;C Dircctor s h a l l  delermine whether the arnounl 
apportioned shall bc payable jn ;1 lump sum or by annual instalmcnts. 
and i n  case or annual instalments hc sl~alt fix the amount and number 
thereof. 

9. (1) The cosr of rcclamalion apporrioned under section 8- Rccovrry OC 
whether before or after thc commencement of this Act, shall hc cost. 

recoverable as arrcars of land revenue. 

(2) The Collecror shall cause to be served upon every person 
owning or having interest i n  the land in which reclamation is effected, a 
nolice of demand specifying the amount of  cost of reclamation payable 
by him and the period wiihin which i t  is to be paid. 

I. Substituted Tor the n.orll "Pil~ijah" by  rhe H a ~ y a n a  Adirplalion of* Laws 
Order, 1368. 

2 .  Pruviso omiucrl by Piitljab ,%CI 2 1 of 1964. scc~ion 2. 
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Pcrso~~s acling 10. Every pcrson while exercising any power or performi~lg any 
under Ihe Acr. to duly under- this Acr shall bc deemed to be a pubIiu scrvani within thc 
be public mc;~ning of scction 21 of the Indian Penal Code (XLV nf 1860). 
servants. 

Bar or su i~s  of 11. ( I )  No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding stla11 be 
lcgal instituled against any person for anythj ng which is in good faith done or 
procecdinss. 

intendcd lo be done under this Act. 

(2) No suit or orher legal proceeding shall lie asains~ the Slate 
Goveryment for any damage cnuscd by anything which is  in good faith 

' done a in tended to be done undei' this Act. 

Power lo nukc 12. Thc State Government may by no~ification make rules for 
rulcs. carrying out the pu'rposes of this Act. 

Repeal. 13. The East Punjab Reclamation of Land Act, 1949 (XIXU of 

1949), and [he Pepsu Rcclmation of Laad Act, 2009 (Act V of 2009 
DK), arc hereby repealed. btrt norwithslanding such repeal .any order 
madc, any notification issued, any thirls done, any action taken or- any 
proceedings commcnccd in excrcise of thc  powers canfcl-red by or undcr 
thc said Acts shall be deemed to have been made, issued, done, taken or 
commenced in thc exeihcisc of powers confer-red by or under this Acr. 
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