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THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERVICE ACT, 1961 

(PL~NJAB ACT NO. 5 OF 196 1) 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECnONS 

Seclions 

- 1. Shon dtle and extent. 

2. Defini~ions. 

3. Power lo dcclare no~ified area 

4. General order requiring persons lo render compulsory 
service. 

5 .  Development Officer to determine nature of compulsory 
servicc. i- 

6 .  PeimIty for refusing to render compulsory service. 

7. Bar of civil and criminal suits. 

8. Power to make rules. 
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- 
'THE PUNJAB COMPULSORY SERVICE ACT, 1961 

[Received rhe msellr of drc president ofIndia orz tlre 
2nd February, 1961, and was firs! publishedfor 
gelrt~ral informuhu!t in the Pzinjab Govamrnenr 

Gazerre (Extmordinar)l), Legislarive Supplement, 
ofrhe 9th Febmury, 1961.1 

I NO. I Short rille I Whether repealed or oherwise 
I affected -by Legislarion 

to authorise the imposition of compulsory service for a public 
purpose. 

1961 5 1 The 196, Punjab ' Compul- 
sory Service Act, 

Be it enacted by thc Legislature of the'state of Punjab in the 
Twclfh year of the ~ e ~ u b l i c  of India as follows :- 

Lcnd ed  ' ' by Punjab Act 25 of 
1964' 
Amended by Haryana Adaptation 
of  Laws (S~nle and Concurrent 

Subjecls) Ordcr. 1968' 

1. ( I )  This Act may be called the Punj ab Compulsory Service shod title and 
Act, 1961. extent. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of 4(CHayana]. 

1. For Slarernent of Objects and Reasons, see Prlr*b Governrlle~rt Ga~et te  
(Exlraordinary], 1960, page 686. 

2. For Slalement of Objects and Rcasons, ree Pulllab Gover~rtr~ent Gnzerre 
(Exlraordinary). 1964, pagc 935-937. 

3.  See H ~ r y a r l a  Gover~ll~letll Gnrerre (Extra),  dated the 29th Oc~oher, 1968. 

4. Substiruted for the w6rd "Punjab" by rhe Haryana Adap~a~ion of Laws Order. 
1968. 
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Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context otheiwise requires,- 

(a) 'District Magistrate" m a n s  the District Magstrate of thc 
district in which-a notified area is situated ; 

(b) "Compulsory service" means any service in thc form of 
manual or skilled labour required by the Development 
Officer of he notified area concerned to bk performed 
hy a person for a public purpose ; 

(c) "Development- Officer" means the Block Development 
Officer of the notified arca concerned,-and includcs any 

, -  . orher officer appointed, by the State Government by 
notification for performing the functions assigned to a 
- .  

~ e v e l o ~ m e n t  officer under this Act ; 
,, -; (;: 

(4 "notified area" means an area declared under section 3 ; 

(el "person" means a person of not less than sixtccn and 
not more than sixty years in age who ordinarily resides . . .- 

in the notified-area, but does not include- 

(i) a woman ; and 

( i i )  a person suffering from any physical or mental 
disabilily which, in the opinion of the Development 
Officer, makes him unfit for rendering compulsory 
service ; 

( j )  "prescribed" mews prescribed by rules made under [his 
Act ; 

(g) "public purpose" means a purposc for executing works 
connected with the development of drainage or the 
prevention or clearance of water logging. 

Power to .. 3. (1 )  Whenever it appears to the Districr Magistrate that 
declare compulsory service for a public purpose is required in any area of his 

area. disuict, he may, by notification, declare such area to be a notified 
area. 

(2) The District Magistrate shall cause the contents of the 
notification issued under sub-section (1') to be announced by beat of  
drum or in any other customary mode through&t the area so declared. 
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4. (1)  At any time after the issue of a notification under section 3, General Order 
the District Magistrate may, by a General Order in writing, require all requiring 
persons in  the notified area to render~compu~sory service and thereupon persons to 

' 

every person shall, without payment of any remuneration to him, become render 
compulsory 

liable, for a period not exceeding five days within a total period of three 
months to be determined by the Development Officer, to render 
compulsory servicc in such manner and according to such directions not 
being inconsistent with r he General Order, as the Development Officer 
may speciry. 

, . 

(2)  A Genera1 Order issued uiider sub-seclion ( I ) ,  shall contain 
the following particulars, namely :- 

( i )  the public purpose for which compulsory service is 
required to be rendered ; 

(ii) the nature of chc works ; 

( i i i )  the place or locality at which the works are to be 
rendered ; 

(iv) approximate aggregate period for which the 
compulsory service is required ; 

(v) such other parIiculars as the Dis~rict Magistrate may 
deem fit. 

(3)  A General Order issued' under sub-section (1)  shall nol' 
remain in force for morc than three months finom the date of its issue 
unless it is extended by the Distric~ Magistrate from time to liine for a 

' 

further period no1 exceeding three months in the aggregate. 

5. Subject to the provisions of secrion 4, the Developmenr Officer Development 

shall, for the purpose of executing the works specified in the Gcneral Officer to 

Order, determine in the prescribed manner, the nature of the compulsory determine 
name of 

scrvice to be rendered by any person and such person shall render that 
service in accordance with his directions : service. 

Provided that no person shall be required to render compulsory 
service for more than eight hours a day including an interval of rest 
which shall not be Icss than haIf an, hour : 

Provided furrher that no person who ordinarily resides at a 
distance of morc than five miles from the place where his presence is 
required for rendering cdmpulsory service shall be required to render 
such service. 
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Pcnalty for 
.rc filsing to 
rcnder 
compulsory 
servicc. 

Bar of civil and 
criminal suits. 

Powcr lo make 
rules. 

6. (1)- Any person liable to render compuIsory service under this 
Act who refuses or neglects to render such service or fails to comply 
with any direction of tho ~ e v e l o ~ r n e n t  officer for rendering such 
service, shall, on conviction I[x x x x x] be punishable with fine which 
may extend to one hundred rupees. , , 

(2)  No coun inferior to that of a Mzigistrate of the Second Class 
shall try an offence under sub-section ( I ) .  

(3) No court shall take cognizance of an offence under sub- 
section ( 1 )  except upon complaint in writing made by the Development 
Officer. 

(4 )  The Developmenl Offjcer shall accept irom any person 
against whom a reasonable suspicion exists that he has committed an 
offence under this section a sum of five rupees per day by way of 
composition for the offence which such person is suspected to have 
committed, and on thc payment of such sum to such officer h e  person 
suspccted, if in custody, shall be discharged and no further proceedings 
shall be takcn against such person. 

7. No civil court shall entertain any suit insti tutcd or application 
I 

made to obtain a decision or order on the liability of any person to 
render compulsory service and no prosecuLlon, suit or other proceeding 
shall lie against any officer or servant of'rhe Statc Governrncnt for 
anything done, or in tended to be done, in good faith under this Act or any 
rules made thereunder. . . 

8. (1)  The state ~avcrnment may, by noti ficiio", make rules for 
carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) Every rule madc under this section shall be laid as soon as 
may be afrer i t is made before '[the House] of the State LegisIature while 
it is in session for a total period of ten days which may be comprised in 
one session or in two successive sessions, and if before thc expiry of the 
session in  which it is laid or the session immediately following, 3[1he House 
agrees] in making any modification in the rule or3ithe House agrees] that 
thc rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in 
such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however that 
any such moditication or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity 
of anything previously done under that rule. 

1 .  The wnrds "by a Magisrra~c" omitted by Punjab Act 25 of 11964. 
2. Subs~jtuted for the words "each housc" by the Haryana Adaptation o i  Laws 

Order, 1968. 
3. Substitu!ed for the words -'bo~h Houses agree" by il~id. 


	1961HR5FirstPage.pdf
	1961HR5.pdf



