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THE PUNIAB THUR AND SEM LANDS (RECLAMATION) 
-ACT, 1963 

5.1 
.> [PUNJAB ACT 25 OF 19631 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Sections. 

3. Aulhority to cnler upon lands. 

4. Procedure for drclaring reclaimable areas. i 

5. Power to enter. clc.. on lands in reclaimablc areas and payment of 
compcnsarion for damage. 

6. Prcpara~ion of reclamarion schemes. 

7. Execution of reclamation schemes. 

g. Application for procuring rernporary cxcupalion of lands for purposes 
of reclarna~ion. 

9. Tcrnporary occupa~ion to be procured under   and Auquisiuon Act, 1 894. 

10. Rcstoration of land. 

1 1 .  Liability of owners of land for cost of reclamation. 

12. Recovery of cost of reclama~ion. 

13. R l g h ~  of occupiers to rccovcr expenses from owners. 

14. Permission to increase rent on account of reclamarion. 

15. Power lo use force e!c. 

16. Delegation. 

17. Cenain pmvers under Central Act 8 of 1873 lo hc cxcrcised by Director. 

I S. Persons acting under the Act lo bc public scrvams. 

19. Prwection of acts dnnc in good faith. 

20. Bar of jurisdiction of civil courts. 

21. Power 10 make rules. 
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'TEE PUNJAB THUR AND SEM LANDS 
(RECLAMATION) ACT, 1963. 

(PUNJAB ACT NO. 25 OF 1963) 

[Received the assert t o ~ f h e  Pre.ri&tlr of India otr i l~e  30th May, 1963 ar ld 
first plrblislredfurge~zeral i~~omzc~tioi~ in I I E  Punjab 

Go vernnrenr Gaze tfe (Ejsraordinury], Legislative 
Sripplenreni, Pari I of 12111 June, 1963.1 

to provide for the reclamation of lands affected by lhur 
and sem 

1 

Year 

1963 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Punjab i n  the 
Fourteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows :- 

1. This Act may be called thc Punjab Thur and Sern Lands sh,n title. 

(Reclamation ) Act, 1963. 

2 

No. 

25 

2. I n  this Act, unless the conrext othcnvise requires, - Definitions 

(a) "Director" means an officer appointed, by notification, 
by the State Goveryment to exercise the powers and to 
perform the functions of the Director under this Act ; 

(b)  "LandReclamation 0fficer"means an Officer appointed, 
by notification, by the State Government to exercise the 
powers and to perform the funct ions of a Land 

- Reclarnarjon Officer under this Act in a canal division 
or a number of canal divisions ; 

3 

Short tiilc 

The Punjab Thur 
and Sern Lands, 
(Rectamation) Act, 
1963 

1 .  For S~atcrnen~ of Objecls and Reasons. xee Punjub Govern~l~ent Gazerre 
(Exrraordir~ory), 1962, pages 1594-95. 

4 

Whcrhcr rcpcalcd or othcr- 
wise aflcctcd by legislatiun 

Amended by the Haryanu 
Adaplation of  Laws (State 
and Concurren~ Subjec~s) 

>. 

Ordcr, 1968' 

2. See H r r t y t ~ a  Gnl~ert~rtlet~r Gazette (Extruodinaq), dared the 29th Octolxr, 
1968. 
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(cj "owner of land" indudes lhc mcupier thereof; 

(d) "reclaimable area" means any area notified under subsection 
(6) of sec lion 4; j, 

(e) "reclama~ion" means taking of such measures as may be 
considered necessary by the Director for treatment of thur 
and sem lands with a view to making them fit for normal 
cropping; 

fl "prescrikd" means prescribed by rules made under ths ACL 

(g) "hur and sem land" means any land affected or rendered unfit 
for cultivation by accumuIation of salinity, dkalini ty or 
waterlogging ; and 

(11) any other expression used andnot defined in this Act shall 
have the same meaning as is assigned LO i t  in the Nclrlhem 
India Canal and Drainage Act, 1873. 

Authority to 3. ~eDirectorortheLandReclmation Oficerorany olherperson 
emer upon authorised by them in writing may enter upon any land for the purpose of 
lands. carrying out preliminary survey to ascertain whether i t should be included in a 

rclcaimable area. 

Procedure 
for declaring 
reclaimable 
areas. 

4 . (1  ) The State Government may, by notification, declare its intention 
of notifying any thur and sem land to k areclaimable area for the purposes of 
reclamation. 

(2) Any person interested in the land notified under sub-section 
(1) may, within thirty days from the date of publication of the notification, 
object to the inclusion of the land or any portion thereof in the reclaimable 
area. 

(3) Everyobjection~dersub-section(2)shallkmadeinwriting 
to theLandReclamation Officer who shall give to the objector an opportunity 
of being heard and shall, after hearing all such objections, and after making 
such further enquhy as he may think necessary, submit  he case to the Direc tor, 
toghether with the record of the pmedings held by him and a report containing 
his recommendations on the objections. 

(4) The Director shall express his views on the case and forward 
it to the State Government for its decision. 
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( 5 )  The State Government after considering the objjections, if any, 
the report of Land Reclamation Officer and the views of the Director shall 
decide a i  to the land to be notified as reclaimable area and such decision of 

r ' 
.lu the State Government shall be final. 

(6) Afterdecisionundersub-section(5),theStateGavernment 
may issue a final notification of the reclaimable area for the purposes of 
mlmation. 

(7) The final norification referred to in sub-sec~ion (6) shall be 
conclusive evidence of thc maLters stated therein and shall not he liable to be 
called in question in ar.y court or before any aurhori ry. 

5 . ( 1 )  At any rime aftcr the issucof the final noli fication under section Power IO 

4, the Land Reclamation Officer or any othcr person acting under his gcneral enter. etc.. 

or special order may enter upon any land in the reclaimable area and may :- On lands in 
reclaimable 

(a) undenake surveys and levels thereon : 

(b) chg and bore into the sub-soil ; 

(c) make and set up suitable landmark, level marks and 
watergauges ; and 

(d)  do watering, levelling and ploughmg or other acts nacssary 
for the purposes of preparation of the reclamation 
scheme : 

Provided that such officer or person shall not enter into any 
building or enclosed court or garden amhcd  to a dwelling- 
house (unless with the consenr of the occupier thereof) 
without giving to the occupier thereof at least seven days' 
notice in writing of his intenuon to do so. 

(2) The Land Reclarnati on Oficer shall, before the preparation of 
the reclamation scheme, tender cornpensat ion for any damage to crops or 
property which may be cccasioned by any proceeding under this section, and 
in case such compensation is not accepred on the ground of inadequacy, the 
LmdReclamation Officer shdl i f e r  the matter tolhe ~011&tor whose decision 
on such reference shall be final : 

areas and 
payment of 
compensation 
lor damage. 
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Provided that no such decision shall be made by the Collector 
- 

without affording an opportunity of being heard to the 
person concerned. 

Prcparalion 6. (1)  Within sixty days of the issue of the final notification under 
Of reciama- section 4, the Director shall prepare a reclamation shcerne for thc ~mlairnable 
tion schemes. area which may include all or any of thc following measures-- 

(0) increase or decrease of water allowance ; 

(bl prohibition of growing any crop, following of a specified 
crop pattern or crop rotalion ; 

(c) application of anylype andquantity of manure, whether 
green, artificial or farm yard ; 

(4 constructionofany fieldordrajnage rvor&; 

(e)  layout ofthe fields andfollowingofspecifiedmethodsof 
cultivation, sowing and irrigation ; and 

V )  such other measures as may be considered necessary. 

(2) ~emlamationschemprep&undersub-section(1~d1dl 
bc pubIished by the Director in such manner as may be prescribed. 

Execution of 
rcclarnation 7 .  ( I )  TheLmdReclamationOfficershallinfomintheprescribed 
schcmes. manner every owner of land in the reclaimable area about the reclamation 

scheme thereof. 

(2) Every owner of land in the reclaimable area to whom 
information under sub-section (1) has been furnished shall be bound LO carry 
out at his own cosr wihin the specified period which shall not k less than one 
year the reclamation scheme and the directions issued from ti me to time by 
the Land Rxlamation Officer with regard to the execution of thescheme. I 

.. (31 Tf the owner of land uses the water suppliedro him for 
mlamation in any manner other ban that specified in the reclamation scheme 
or in contravention of the directions issued by the k i n d  Reclarnarion Officer 
under subsecrion (2) or suffers the water to run lo waste, the water shall be 
deemed lo have been wed by such owner of land in an unauthorised 
rnanncr or to run lo waste. as the cask niiy be, and all charge for 
such unauthoriscd use or wastage of water shall be recovered from 
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fum under and in accordance with the provisions of sections 33,34 and 35 of 
the Nonhem Indiari Canal _and Drainage Act. 1873, and the rules made 
thereunder. 

c- 
' 0  

8.  If the owner of land fails to carry out the reclamation scheme or the 
dimdons of the Land RecIamation Officer with regard to [he execution of the 
scheme, the Land Reclamation Officer may, with the previous permission in 
writing of the Director, apply to the Collccror for prwurjng on payment of 
compensation the temporary occupatibn of such land for such period not 
exceeding'five may be specified in the application. 

9.  (1) On receipt of an application unde. eecrion 8, the Collector 
shall proceed lo procure the temporary occupation ol the land for the period 

Application 
f o r  
procuring 
[emporary 
occuparion 
of lands for 
purposes of 
reclamation. 

Temporary 
occupation 

specified in the application under and jn accordance with thc provisions of lo be 
Pm Wof the Land Acquisition Act 1894. procured 

undrr Land 
Acquisition 

(2) The Collector shall then auhorise the Director or other perjon A,,, 1 gg4, 
acting under his general or spccial order to enter upon and lake possession of 
the land and the Land rieclarnation OHiccr shall thereafter undertake the proper 
execurion of thereclamation scheme. 

10.OnIhcexpjry0ftheperi~oftempr~0ccupationoflmdoron Reslorot,on 
thereclarna~ion of the land in accordance with the reclamation scheme, which of land. 
ever is earlier, the Collector shall, on a report received in that behalf from the 
Land Reclamahon Officer, restore the land to the oimerthereof in themanner 
prescri hcd . 

11. ( I )  The expenditure incurred by the State Government in carrying Liability of 

out reclamahon of any reclaimable arm shdl be equihbly apportioned by the owncrs of 

Director among the several owners of land and persons having interest in the COS' 

land comprised in such area and each of  such owners and persons shall be of 
reclamation. 

Iiable to pay IIIC amount falling to his share. .;I 

(2) The amount apportioned under sub-section ( I )  shall be a 
charge on the land to which jt relates and the apportionment shaIl nor be 
called in question in any court or before any authority. ' 

(3) The Director shall also determine whether the amount 
apportioned shaI1 be payable in a lump sum or by annual instalments, and in 
case of annual insialrnents he shdl fix the amount and number thereof. 
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(4) The Director or an Officer authorized by him in wriling shall 
cause to be sewed upon the owner of and or person having interest in the 
land, liable to pay the amounr apportioned ro him under this seclion, a notice 
of demand specifying the amaunt payabIe by him and the manner in which 
and the authority to whom it is to be paid. 

Recovery OF 12. ~hec~tof~lmatjon~~rtionedundersection~lora~portion . 
cost or thereof whjch m a i n s  unpaid after h e  dut: i l a k  shall tx recoverable as arrem 
reclamation. 

or 1 ;lnd revenue : f 

Providcd that the defaulter shall not be liable for arrest nor his 
land shall be sold. 

Right of 
occupicrs to 
rcco VCT 

expenses . 
from owocrs. 

Permission 
to incrcnse 
rcut on 
account of  
rcclama~ion . 

Power to u.w 
force etc. 

Cerrain 
powers 
under 
Central Act 8 
of 1873 ro be 
exercised by 
Direc~or. 

13. Where an occupierof any land-included in thereclaimable area 
has incurred any expenditure in the execution of any reclamation schemc, he 
shall be cnlitled to kovcrthe mount of such expendlure fmm Ihs owner of 
the land. 

14. Nolwithstanding mything containedin olhGlaw forthelime 
being i.n,force it shdl k lawful for an omero[lmd w h o d  land is included in 
Ihe mlairnaMe area to enhance the rent payable by a tenant of such land after 
its reclamatiou by such amount, in such manner and subject to such conditions 
as may be prescribed. - 

1 5. Om representation by the Director or t h e m  Reclamation O I h ,  
thc Collector may take orcause to be taken such steps or use nor cause to be 
used such force as may in his opinion be reasonably necessary for securing 
compliance with the provisions of that Act. 

16. The Director may, with the previous approval of the Stare 
Government, delegate all or any of his powers under rhjs Aci tn the 
Land Reclamatinn Officer or he Djvisional Canal Officer, or to any 
other Officer of thc Land Reclamation Department, within whose 
jurisdiction the reclaimable area is situated. 

17. For the purposes of distribution of water and of carrying out 
rc~lamation and acts connected there with, the Director and all persons 
10 whom his powers are delegated under section 16 shall exercise the 
powers of a Divisional canal 0m&r ur sub-~ivisional canal ~ f f i c e r  under 
sections 16,20,21, 22.23,24, 25, 26, 27,28, 29, 3d, 30A, 308,30C, 
30D, 30E, 30F, 30G, 32,33,34,35 and 68,of the Northern Indian Canal 
and Drainage Act, 1873 and the rules made thekundcr. 
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1 8. Every person while exercising any power or performing any duly 
under this Act shall be deemed to be a public servant wirhin the meaning of 
secuon 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 

19. (1)Nosnit,prosecutionorother legal pmeedingshdllieagllinsr 
any person deemed to be a public servant under section 18 in respect of 
any thing which is in  good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance of 
this Act or the rules made thereunder. 

(2) No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Slate 
Government for any darnagecaused by anything which is in good faith done 
or intended to be done in pursuance of rhis Act or the rules made thereunder. 

20. No civil court shall have any jurisdicuon to entertain or decide any 
queslion relating to matters falling under that Act. 

2 1. ( 1 )  The State Government may, by notificaliun and after previous 
publication, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

1 \ 

( 2 )  In pqicular, and without prejudice to the generality of the 
foregoing powcr, such rules may provide for all or any of h e  following matters, 
namely :- 

(a) themannerin whichno~cationsundersection4shallbe 
published ; 

(b) Ihe manner in which the reclamation scheme shdl be 
published ; 

(cJ the manner in which owners of land shall Ix rnforrned under 
section 7(1) about the reclamation scheme ; 

( e )  the procedure to be adopted for depositing the amount 
appoflioned under sec~ion I I ; 

Cfl the amounr up to which, the manner in which and the 
conditions subject to which the rent may be enhanced under 
section 14 ; and 

Persons 
acting under 
the Act to be 
public 
servants. 

Protccdon of' 
acls done in 
good faith. 

Bar oi' 
jurisdiclion of 
civil courts. 

Power lo make 
rules. 

(gJ any olher matter which can be or may be prescribed. 
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(3) Every rule made under this section shall be laid as soon as 

may be after it is bade before l [the House] of the State Legislature while it is 
in session for a total period of ten days which may be comprised in one 
session or in two successive sessions, and if before the expiry of the session in 
which it is laid or the session immediately following, '[the House agrces] in 

making any mdification.in the rule or ?[the House agms]  that the rule should 
not be made, (he rule shall there afterhave effect only in such modified form 
oibe of no effect, as the case may be, sohowever, that any such modification 
or annulment shall k without prejudice to the validty ofanylhing previously 
done under the rule. 

I .  Substituted for the words "each Housc" by a e  Haryana Adaptation of Laws 
Ordcr. 1968. 

7. Subsliruted for the words "both Houses agrec" by ibid. - 
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