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'THE PUMAYE DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES ACT, 1964. 
I .  

J " . I  . . 

, ..Puw*; A&.N'!:Id:;;-l$w; , 

- , ! 

1 . - 
\ . -, =: ' , . .:, rR ec~i6ed : asserir- of ihb o i ~ h h j o b  on d e 

:. . .,I 6th-Apri.I(? 964;'nri+f~rst published in the 
* :: '. 

. -. . r . A  I.,, , . . .... . : ~ & j ;  b ~ & v e r n m & f i t ~ 4 i e t &  (E&h&diri)Pry], 
, . - , , - <  4 -  ,, 3 

' ,Legislalive- Sujiiithrne'nli,! ofiixt 
. - 2,ts~Ap.n'i, J964.1;. ,!, .;, , . . ! ;  , , , , I  .. 

to provide for the better control of,pu blic dramatic. 
,-performances in the .S tate, d 'IIlaryanal; ! -. ' 

Yisu 

1964 
, ,  , 

I3e it enacted by the Legislature ofthe state& ~ u n j i b  i6 the fiffeenth 
year of the Republic of India as follbws - - 

: I .  ;. : t  - .  , , 

; 1. ( I )  This ACI may be calleb the punjib ~ r r n a l i c  Performances short title md 

Act, 1964. cxtent. 

(2 )  It extends to the whole of the State of 3maryana]. 
., . 

2. In this Act, unless the contex 1 otherwise- requires,- - Definitions. 

( I )  "objectionable performance'!,mems any play . pantomime or 
. other dr&a,which is deliberately intended to outrage the 

religio~ls feelings of kyclas_s of the citizens of India by insulting 
or blaspheming or profani'ng the religion or thc religious beliefs 

- - 

7 Whuber rcpeald or ohenvise 
,affect4 by Legislacion 

Amended by Haryana Adaptation of Laws 
.(Slate md Concurrent;Subjects) Order, 1968' 

; ,  

NO. Shortt i t le  ! 

I. For Statement c ~ f  Objects and Reasons;, see Prtrljab Governnletlr Gazette 
. (Exrraorrii~lnry), 1964, pages 130-3 1;. , . ... 

- ,  . . 

10 

2. See Haryana Government Gazette (Extraordinary), dated the 29th October, 
1968. , , -, I .  . . , , , . I .  . ' ,  . I:! 

, .. 

The Punjab ' 
Dramaric ' .: 

3. Subsrituled for the word "Punjab" by Haryana Adaptation bf Luws Ord6; 
1965. 

Pcriormances 1 AFI. 19M 
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j:. , ,':' , of thgtlclass:.;oriis ,grossly ~indec-ent, o~~.jS.scmildiis or 
obscene or inteqded for blac@ail,,or which is likely to- 

;;- ;, , ; ;:., :.! I .b.:!,'; , . . , . :  

. ,  ,(!), incite any pepon tqresop , , , , to violencqor .. , A  sabotage for j 
. !sr\ . ::! the . ,puq$;e . . ) . I :  of , & . . . , . .  qyerthroying . oq,undennining . . .  . rhe 

-Govemrnen~ established, by law in India or in any State 
< &  , \ r  ,i: - .!\(, . . .b , ., , >  , / J ,  0 , , . m i  >!I Y . 1  . .  

Iheieqf . . orits , . . . authorityinany , . _ .. area . k ; or 

(ii) incitedy tocd&it,murder, sabordageorany 
.. .- . . , , . . . . -. . . . -. - - 

- offen-E, i nvo1vingviblence ; or 
, . . . . .  - .. - .... .. . 

,. ; - (iii) seduce any member of any of!thc med'forccs of the 
, Uriioli br of the policc forces from-his allegiance or his 

-. .-. . -. - -  --- - . . , .. 
duty, or prejudic-e thcre~ruiting of pe.j-sons to serve in 

. - ,  ,any. such force orprejudice the discipline of any such 
. ,  force ; or 

, . 

(iv). incite any section' of the citizens of India to acts 
of violence against any other section of the citizens of 
India. , , 

Explanation 1.-h~pcrformance shall not be deemed to be 
objectionable nieiel y ,because :in the, course thereof words are 
uttered, or signs 01 -visible representations are..made, expressing 
disapprobation or cri ticism of any law or, pf any policy of administrative action 
of the Government with a view to obtain its alteration or redress by lawful 

I . , > I  : I  I .  

means. ' 

, . - ! #  , ' : 

- i I i .  

~ l r m a f i i o n  ll.-In~udging whether zyy p e r f o ~ m c c  is an abjectionble 
- L !  .. . 

perfomancc, thc play, pantomime or othcr drama shall be considered as a 
whole ; , . , . , , 

, (2) "public~place" means any building or enclosure, or any place 
: , - ,  , ,. . - in the ,open air or any 'panda~',wh'ere the sides are not 

, , 'enclosed to which' th&pub;lic are admitted to witness a 
.,. . .  performance. , , ' 

Power to 3 : (1)  Whenever the District Magistrate is satisfied that any play, 
prohibit pantomime or other drama performed or about to be performed in a public 

place in his dishict is aibbjectionable performance, he may, by order-stating 
performances. 

the grounds an which he considers the performance obj~tionable, @ohibi t 
the performance. , ,  , :. . 
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., .-# .-. IC2J,. . NO order undeq sub-section, (J.). .  shall .be passed without .. . a :  .. . ... : 
I ,.:. . 
. > .  ' 

, giying a, .. reasooable,oppo~u&tY ... :;to! -the;organizer or other pri ncipal . .  
,:.* - .  . , . , . 

a ...p . ,  r .C .  erspns responsibl~~forl,t~ee.<ondI~ct gf the performance or to.,the 
gwner o r  bicupier:df the.piblic place in which ?ugh; performance, is 
hiended , to take L place to . s$& , : ' ; , , 8 . , l  causk ,, whX,\hhe . perfomnnce . r . .  . should nat:be 
'phhibited. . . . i .  , ,  . . 

., .. . 1 1  . ,  . ,  : . I .  . . ' : . .. 
- , .  . , - (3). Evm order madeunder sub-section(1) shall be published in 

the official eazette andmay alsobe notified by and a written or 
prihted notice thereof may be &xed at any place or places adapted for giving 
information of h e  or&r to the p o n s  intending to take part in the pformgce 

, , - - , ,  , L l  , * 
: so prohibited. . I  ' . 

, . . -  , .  .. .., . .  ,, , - ,- 

4. ( I )  ~ h e  ~i,sthct ~ a ~ i s t m r e  may, if he is-of opinion that any play, Power to 

pantomime or othe; drama performed or ab,ut to be performed in a public prolubit 
placein hisdiimc't, bei~~ofthenaturespecifiedinclause(l)of~ecri6~2,is I I . .. .. Objccrionab'e 

performances 
'~ikelytoleadtoabrrachofthe~ace;b~~didei,statingthegrou~dsfors~ch lrmparanly 
opinion, prohibit its performance : . - 

(. Provided that the District Magistrate may review such order on an 
. , 

application made by the person or party affected by it. 

(2) Subject ro anyorder rnade'on appeal-under section ib, an 
order underthissection shall remain in farce fvmo rnanthsfrorn the making 

. , - , 
, - '  

thesof: ' . -' 

, .  - - 

Provided h a t  the District Magistrate may, if he i s  of opinion fiat the 
order should continue in  force, by such further , . .  oider or orders as he may 
deem fit ,  extend the period aforesaid by a further period or periods not 
exceeding'two months at a time as may be speci'fied in such order or 
orders. 

5 .  A copy of the order made under section 3 or section 4 may be Service or 
sc'hed personally or"in such other manner as may be prescribcd by order of 
rules made under skction 13, on 1he3r~anisers or other principal perSons prohibition. 

responsible for the conduct of, or any person about to take part in, the 
performance ,so prohibited or on the owner or occupier of the public 
place in which such .performance is intended to take placc. 

- ,  

. 6. Any person on whom a copy of the order referred to in section penalry for' 
3 or section 4 is served and who does, or willingly permits, any act in disobeying 
disobedience of such order, shall, on conviction, be punishable with 

. imprisonment for a term which may extend . . to three months,, or with - 

fine which may extend to one thousand mpccs,, or withrboth. ., ,: : , 
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Penalty for , -  . ' 7. . (1) hjrlperson'who, a k r  the publication-of an order under sub- 
disobeying :,section (3)-ofs'kction'3; Br during the@riodwhen an 'order 'niade'under 
prohibition. .. Skction! 4is in'fiiee, 'organizes dr-is rkspohsible,for ihe donduCi'of, or -. 

wh6 wiih the lihbwledgk ih'at suck'rinh orde&der kction 3 or seCtion 
:' 4 is in  fbick' takess $=&in, t h e  @erf&&ancc'~rohibited the& . . 

or any performance substantially the same as the performance so prohibiicd. 
shalk, on conviction,,be punishable with imprisonment for a terin whlch may 
extend to the months,'oi,with fine which:niay extend (done thduiai-~d rupees, 

- .  . I ' , I  
' ] i , , . ;  ;-,- ' . .  , . , ! ,  , ; q . . ;  ; or with both; 

, , - ,, <;, , ... : r,71, , . : ', , ' , * . : .  . , , 4 .  
7 ,  

(2) Any person who being the owner';; occupier, o; having 
the use of any public place, opens, keeps or uses the s e e  for any 
performance prahi6it'it'd under section 3 or section 4, or permits the 
same t i  bc.'opdned $&t' or , . . -  u kd  , for . in y such performance, shall on 
6onvictidn, be with impriibnment for ;,;em which may extend to 

. : I . .  6 months, dr with fine whjch may extend to onk iho&and rupees, or with 
both. 

' I .  

Power to call 8. ( I )  For h e  purpose of &ertai*ng the chmcter~of any intended 
for play. pantomimeor other drama, theDisvict Magisbatemay, by order, require 
jnformation. , 

thc o&dzers or-o thi;gridc@al responsible for the conduct of, or 
6thkr-pirsGis about to take i& in, such pli);, pantdmimeor omkr drama or 
thc author, proprielor or printer of the play, pantomime . ,  or orher dramaabout 
to be performed, or the owner or mcupier of the in which i t is intended 
to be perFormtd,io furnish such in'fomation is the District ~ a ~ i s t r a t e  may 
think necessary. 

(2) Every person so required shall be bound to furnish the 
information to the best of his ability wirhn the, time specified in such 
ordcr and in case of contravention s h h  be deemed ta have committed an 
offqce under section 176 of the in&,+n penal code (central Act XLV of . . .. , ,  

r86oj: ,_ .  

Power to call 9A"(1) If the. District Magistrate has reason' to believe that an 
for of objectionable performance is:'about to take place. he may, by order, 
purport of 
drama etc. 

direct that no such performance shall take place in any public place in 
, his, district,-unless a copy of the-piece, if and so far as it is written, or 

some sufficient account if its purport, if and so far as i t  is in pantomim'e, 
has been ,furnished,. not less than seven days before the petformanck 50 

the District Magisrrate. , ,  - - -  
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(2) A copy of any order made under sub-section (1) may be 
served on the owner or occupier of the public place in which such 
performance in intended to take place, and if thereafter he does or 

' willingly permits, any acL in disobemence of such order. he shall, on 
conviction, be punishable with imprisonment for a t m  which may extend to 
three months, or with fine which may extend to one thousandrupees, or wiih 
both. 

10. Arty person ag giicved by an order made under section 3 or section Appeal. 

4may, within sixty daysofthepublicationofsuch order,in theOffrcial Gazette 
undcr sub-section (3) of section 3 or, as the case may be, within sixty days of 
the date on which an order under section 4 is made, prefer an appeal to the 

Stale Government or an oPficer authorised in this behalf by the State Governmet 
by notificaton and upon such appeal the appctIant authority may pass such 
orders as it deems fit confirming, varying or reversing the order appealed 
against, and may pass such consequentail or incidental orders as may be 

i necessary. 

11. Where no order under section 3 or section 4 has been madc in Saving of 

respect of any performance, nothing in this Act shall bar a p r o s ~ u  tion under prosecutions 
under oher 

the Indian Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860) or any other law for the laws. 

ti me being in force. 

12. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall be Protection (or 

instituted against any authority or officer for any thing which is in good done in 
good faith. 

faith done or intended to be done under this Act or any rulc made 
thereunder. 

13. (1 )  ThcStateGovemmentrnay~ynotificationmakem~esto~ Power to make 

out the purposes of this Act. rules. 

. - (2) Every rule made under this scction shall be l i d  as soon 
as may be after it-is made before lfihe House] of the State kgislature 
while it is in session for a total period of tcn days which may be comprised 
in one scssion or in two successive sessions, and if before the expiry 
of the session, in which it  is so laid or the session immediately following, 

1. Substi~uted Tor  he words "each House" by Haryana Adaptation of Laws 
Order. 1968. 
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'[the House agrees] in making any modification in the rule or l[the House 
agrees] that-the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect 
only idsuch modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however , 
that any such modification or annulment shall t~ without prejudice to the validty 
of anyhng previously done under that,rule. 

Rcpeal of 14. The Dramatic Pcrfoma'nces Act, 1876 (Central Act X I X  of 
Central Act 1876), in so far as it applies to the State of Pun jab, is hereby repealed. 
XIX of 1876. . 

I. Substilu[ed for rhc words "both Houses agree" by Haryana Adaptalionof Laws 
Order. 1968. 
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