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- 'THE PUNJAB DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES ACT 1964.
’ PUNJAB Act No 10'¢ 01: 1964 '

-= '~ (Received the assént of the Governor of Pun jab on the
. ~16tH Apr"fl 1964, and first published in the
S Pun_;ab Govemmefz’rGazerﬂe (Exrraordnmry)
‘Legislafive Supplément, of the
~21stApril, 1964.]... ...

m
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Yéar | No. |- .Short itle - | - Whether repealed or otherwise
. affected by Legislation

1964 | 10 The Punjab © | Amended by Haryana Adaptation of Laws

Dramatic © * - |- (State:and Concurrent:Subjects) Order, 19682
Pcrformances
Act, 1964
' | AN
Act

to provide for the better cantrol of public dramatic .
;performances in the State of z['Haryanal]

Beitenacted by the Legislature of the State 6f Pllll_]db ift t.he Flfteenth
year of the Republic of Indla as follows =—
7 1.(1) ThisAct may ‘be called the PUI‘I_]db Dramatic Performcmccs Short title and
Act, 1964, exfent.

(2) It extcnds to the whale of the State of }Haryana].

2. In this Act, unless the context othermse requires,— - Definitions.

{1} “objectionable performance”-means any play, pantomime or
other drama which is deliberately intended to outrage the
religious feelings of any class of the citizens of India by insulting
or blaspheming or profaning the religion or the relipious beliefs

L. For Stalement of Objects and Reasons, see Prurjab Government Gazette
i {Exrmordmarv) 1564, pages 130-3)..

2. Sec Haryana Governmeni Gazetie (Extraordma.ry) daled the 29th October,
1968. . TN RERNNEY

3 Suhsntulcd for the word “Punjab‘ b) Haryana Adap[auon 6f Laws Order,
1968,
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_s - of that class;orjis grossly indecent, o is-scurriléis or
- obscene or intended for blackmail, or which is likely to—
IR LT I P . Lt

(i) incite any person tQ.resort to violence,or sabotage for
the purpose of overthrowmg or. undermining the
Govcmment establlshed bylawin Indla orin any State
Lhercof onts aul:honty inany area ; or

(i) incite any person to commit, murder sabordagc orany
o offcncelnvolvmgwo]ence or '

{7} seducc any member of any of.- the armed forces of the
~Union or of the police forces from his aliegiance or his
duty, or prejudice the recruiting of persons to serve in
..any such force or pre_;udlce the dlscrphne of any such
force ; or

(v) incite any section of the citizens‘ of India to acts
of violence against any other section of the citizens of
India. :

Explanation I.—A-performance shall not be deemed to be
objectionable nierely ‘because in the course thereof words are
uttered, or signs or-visible representations are.made, expressing
disapprobation or criticism of any law or of any policy of administrative action
of the Government with a view to pbtam its alteration or redress by lawful
means. :

Ex;ulanatron 1L —In Judgmg whether any pexfonnance is an objectionble
performance, the play, pantonume or othcr drarna shall be conmdered asa
whole ; g '

* (2) "publicplace" means any building or enclosure, or any place

‘in the open air or any pandal Where the sides are not

~ ‘enclosed to which' theé: pubhc are admitted to witness a
performance.

3.(1) Whenever the District Magistrate is satisfied that any play,
pantomime or other drama performed or about to be performed in a public
place in his district is an'objectionable performance, he may, by orderstating
the grounds on which he conSIders the perfonnance ob_]ectlonable prohibit
the performance. :
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. 2).-No order under, sub-section: (). shall .be passed without
. giving a, reasonable oppbrtuhity 1o, the;jorganizer or other: principal
~.PEIsons rcsponsrb]erfor,tbc conduct of the performance. or to the
owner or-occupier of the, pubhc place in which: such: performance is
_mtended to takc place to show cause why the performancc should not-be
prohibited. C

(3) Every order rndde under sub section ( 1) shall bepubhshed in
the Official Gazette and may, also be notified by proclamation and a written or
prihted notice thereof may be affixed at any place or places adapted for giving
information of the order to lhe persons mtendmg to take part in the performance
" S0 prohlbrted '

4. (]) Thc Drstncl Maglsl:rate may, 1f heis of opinion l.hat any play,
pantomime or olher drama performed or about tobe performed i a public
place in his d1smcl bemo of the nature specrﬁcd inclause {1} of section 2, is
‘likely to lead to a breach of the peace, by order stating the grounds for such
opinion, prohibit its performarce :

Provided that the District Magistrate may review such order onan
application made by thc person or party affected by it.

(2) Subject to any order made on appeal under sectior! 10 an
order under this socuan shall femain in force for two months from the making
thereof -

order should continue in force, by such further order or orders as he may
deem f{it, extend the period aforesaid by a further period or periods not
exceeding two months at a time as may be specified in such order or
orders.

5. A copy of the order made under section 3 or section 4 may be
served personally or in such other manner as may be prescribed by
rules made under section 13, on the 6rganisess or other principal persons
responsible for the conduct of, or any person about to take part in, the
performance so prohibited or on the owner or occupier of the public
place in which such performance is intended to take place. :

. 6. Any person on whom a copy of the order referred to in section
3 or section 4 is served and who does, or willingly permits, any act in
disobedience of such order, shall, on conviction, be punishable with
.imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or with
fine which may extend to one thousand rupecs, or with'both.

Provided that the District Magistrate may, if he is of opinion that the
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" 7:.(1) Any'personwho, after the publication of an order under sub-
.section (3) of section'3; 0t during lhe peniod’ when an ‘order miade under
. section’ 4 is in'force, ‘organizes or is' responsnblc for the conduict of, or
who with the knowlcdge {hat such’an order “Under section 3 or section

“4'is in force takes part'in, the performancc prohibited therqby
or any performance substantially the same as the performance so prohibited,
shalt, on conviction, be'punishable with imprisonmenlfor a term which may

- extend to three months; or: wrth fine which may extcnd to one thousand rupees

be -_,vlrf|1.-:'-.' i -,
s

(2) Any’ person who bcmg the owrer or occupler or having
the use of any public place, opens, keeps or uses the same for any
pcrfomlance prohlblted under section 3 or section 4, or permits the
same to be’ opened Kept or uscd for any such performance shall on
conviction, bé punishable w1th nnpnsonment fora tcn'n which may extend to
three months, or with fine which may extend to one l.housand rupees, or with
both.

8. (1) Forthe purpose of ascertaining the character-of any intended
play, pantomime or other drama, lthISLl'ICt Magistrate may, by order, require
the orgamzers or other pnnmpa] persons rebponmble for the conduct of, or
other persons abot to take part in, such play, pantomime or other drama or
the author, proprietor or printer of the play, pamomlme orother drama about
to be performed, or the owneror occupier of the place in whichitisintended
to be performed, o fumish such mformanon as the District Mag13[ra{e may
think necessary.

(2 ") Every person so required shall be bound to {umish the
information 1o the best of his ability wiihin the time specified 1n such
order and in case of contravention shall be deemed to have committed an
offence under sectlon 176 of the Indlan penal codc (Ccntral Act XLV of
1860).

9.171) If the Dlstnct Maglslratc has reason to believe that an
objectionable performance is'about to take place, he may, by order,
direct that no such performance shall take place in any public place in
his, district,-unless a copy of the piece, if and so far as it is written, or
-some sufficient account if its purport, if and so far as it is in pantomime,
‘has been fumished, not less than seven days before the performance to
the District Magistrate. -
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(2} A copy of any order made under sub-section (1} may be
served on the owner or occupier of the public place in which such
performance in intended to take place, and if thereafter he does or
willingly permits, any act in disobedience of such order. he shall, on
conviction, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
three months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees, or with
both. '

10. Any persaon aggricved by an order made under section 3 or section
4 may, within sixty days of the publication of such order, in the Official Gazette
undcr sub-section (3) of section 3 or, as the case may be, within sixty days of
the date on which an order under section 4 is made, prefer an appeal to the
State Government or an officer authorised in this behalf by the State Gevernmet
by notificaton and upon such appeal the appellant authority may pass such
orders as it deems fit confirming, varying or reversing the order appealed
against, and may pass such consequentail or incidental orders as may be
necessary.

11. Where no order under section 3 or section 4 has been madc in
respect of any performance, nothing in this Act shall bar a prosecution under
the Indian Penal Code (Central Act XI.V of 1860) or any other law for the
time being in force.

12.No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall be
instituted against any authonty or officer for anything which is in good
faith done or intended to be done under this Act or any rulc made
thereunder.

13.(1) TheState Govermmment may by notification make rules to carry
out the purposes of this Act.

{2} Every rule made under this scction shall be 1aid as saon
as may be after it is made before !{the House] of the State Legislature
while it is in session for a total period of ten days which may be comprised
in one scssion or in two successive sessions, and if before the expiry
of the session, in which it is so laid or the session immediately following,

1. Substituted (or the words “each House™ by Haryana Adapration of Laws
Order, 1968. '
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'fthe House agrees] in making any modification in the rule or ![the House
agrees] thatthe rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect
only in'such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however
that any such modification or annulment shali be without prejudice to the validity
of anything previously done under that rule.

Repeal of 14. The Dramatic Performances Act, 1876 (Central Act XIX  of
%;{mlf )1\;':'6 1876), in so far as it applies to the State of Punjab, ishereby repealed.
0 . -

I. Substituted for the words “both Houses agree™ by Haryana Adaptation of Laws
Order, 1968.
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