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'THE DOWRY PROHlBlTION (HARYANA 
Am?4DTvIEN'r') .4CT, I 976. 

(Harsana Act En. 38 of 1976) 

[Recei~~ed the m e t l t  qj ' the Preside111 t..]'I~ldi~d on rhr 51h Alg~ ,s t ,  

19 7 6  U ~ I L I  j r sr  yltbli.r/~ed .fbr genera I i~!fo~-~naiio~i i t j  I ~ W  Ilu, ynrtcr 

Gove~.n~~tetzr Uazetle tEx(~zro~-dtnury~, Legislrliive Supplenlcnr Parr I nj' 
I l r l ~  Arr&prlsr, 19761. 

BE it enacted by fhc hgislature of the Stateof Haryana in the Twenty- 
seventh Year of the Republic of India as follo\vs :- 

I . This Act mayhe caliedlhe j_)o\vry Pruhi'~ilili~~ (E;ilyar1aA11~e1~11eat} Shon titlc. 
,A:!: ! 976. 

y 2.  For Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Dowry Prohibition AcL 1'361 Substitution of 
(hercinder refe'erred to asthc principal Act), the following sactions shail be 2- 

I ! 

substituted, namcly :- and 4 of Px- 
liament Act 2X 

"2. I)e=itiotzs.-In this Act, utiless thc context othciwise ofJ4i;i. 

(a) by one pmy to a ry-riagc to theother party to the mamage; or 

&) by thc parents o f  either party to a marriage or by any other 
pmon, to either to the marriage or to any other person ; 

at or before or after the rnarriagc as cnnsideration for the mamage 
nf the said parties, hut does not include dower or mahr in the case 
of persons to whom the Muslim Personal Law (Shxiat) applies. 

Explanarion lb-For the removal of doubts it is hereby declared 
that presents made at h: time of a~an-iagc to cither pazy to 

the marriage in the form of cash, ornaments, clothes or other 
-- 

. For Sraternent of Objects and Reasons, see Haryana Govcrnmcnt Gazette (Extra.), 
datcd the 7th July, 1976, page 13 14. 
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articles, shall not be dcerncd to be dowry within tht: mcaning of 
this sec t i o~~ ,  unless rhey are made as consideration for the 
marriagc of thc said partics. 

E~~lanat io~!  11.- The expression "valuable security" has the same ' 

rneauh~g a i r ~  s ~ ~ i i u 1 l 3 0  uTille hidim Perral Uodr: (45 i l C  1860 j. 

(ii) "marriage exxpenscs" shall include expenses incurred directly, 
or indirectly at or before thc marriage on- 

(a) Thakka, Sagai, Tikka, Shagan and Milni ccrcmonjes; 

0 the gift madc by one pai-ry to a nlalnage to the othe~ paw io 
:he mania$; or by ihe pxents, grand pxerth and brothen 3f 
eiher pai7)' tn a ~l~al-t-iage, to either parry t i )  rhe ~naniage i,l- the: 
1 -1 -  - .J --+ -L -.- - -1- uluvu I c'larlults L ~ Z T Z O ~ ;  

(I;) ill I ltn inat inn: f w d  ailtl the ar-range~~~ents fitrscrviz~g food i~ the 
members 01 the rrrirriagt: party and other expctlses incidental 
thereto. 

E.rplnnntinn.-For the removal of dnubts, it is hereby declared 
$3: zr,y gifis xnde k3.2 perm:: other t h  ihcse spcciE:,c:! iq t 

sub-clause (b), at the time of marriage to eirher party to the 
ilyai&gc c&&: n ~ ;  bc &zi\ed ifi b= lnai&ge q j e n s t ~ ~  

(a) give or take or abet the giving or taking of dowry; 

(5) demand, directly or indirectly, from the parents or 

guerb!s-s  fa bride cr hridegreorn, 2s the r l s t  may be, sny 
dowy; 

(c) incur marriage expenses the aggregate value whereof cxcecds 
five thousand rupees; 

(4 display any gifb made ar or before the marriage in thc i u m ~  of' 
cash, o!-nanenrs, cllxhes or ohel- articles; 

(el take or carry i.n cxcess of- I 

(9 hventy-five members of the marriage party; and 

(ii) cleven m~rnbeffi of ttic band; 
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(%1 deny conjugal rights to his wife on the ground that dowry has 
not been gven or the d o w ~  given is insufficient. 

4. Penui!y.- ( 1) Ifany person conrmvenes any oflhc provisions of 
section 3, he sl~all be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to six 
monrhs and with fine which may exteni to iJve r'nous*anurupecs. 

(2) Thc caud l q h g  an offence under clause (f) of section 3 relating to 
conjugal rights may, at any stage of the proceedings, on thc execution of a 
bond by the husband undertaking not to demand dowry and to allow conjugal 
rigbts ro the wife, drop the proceedings. 

(3 j .my proceedings dropped under sub-ticction (2j shaii revive if rhe 
court i s  sarisfred. on ,an application madc by the wife in llis behalf, that tllc 

husband has hiled to c m y  out the undertaking,or has uthznvist: ac td  coutmq 
to the ienl-rs of the bond, and thereupon Pic coun si~all procced with thc case 
et'rTr :sc ~ ! ~ g r  ql I,VII~~-? jr_ Lr~nnpd rr--. . 

Provided t!ut EU opplicdion mder this subsection sbll be enremined 
i f  i i  is i i~ade &fie; the ~ i i p t - ~ - ~ l ' a  pcricd of :!IKC years f i ~ m  :hc chk 3ri 5'~!5~!: 
the proceedrngsisrc:c dropped. 

(4) The court may direct that h e  h e .  ifany, hposcd  for the conimvention 
of i;tailsc (0 ~f section 3, or such p~rtion Ltrrreuf. as h e  ccu:t 1112~ dcsrn 
proper, shat ! be paid to the wifc". 

3. In sub-sectiofi (2) of section 6 ofthe principal Act, for the wnrds Arncndment nf 
"or with fine which may extend to five thousand mpees, or with both", the sectim 6 or 

= - 

words "and with fine which may extend to five thousand rupees" shvil be PdT1imentAcL 
28 of 196 1. silbstimcil 

4. For section 7 ofthe principal Act, the following section shall be Substitution or 

su bstitutcd, iiarne!;. :- szc tior1 7 of 
ParliamantAct 

"7. Cognizo~cr oj'oSfg~xces.-- Xothmj thstanding anything 2SoCl961. 
contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 I2 of 
14741, - 

(;7j 11i1 LULUC hji' iw  i h i  0i.a judi~,aI ?v i i i@~~ie  t ~ r i h ~  Fi~ji ~ 1 ~ s  

shall try any offence under this Act; 

( nn court shall take cognizance of any such offence except on a 
complaint made by any party to the rnarriagc or her father, 
mother orbrother ora Gazetted Officer spccialIy authorized by 
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the State Government in this behalf, within a period of one year . . 
from the datc of !he iaaniagc ; - 

(c) no court shall take copi7mce ofany such oficnce except with 
ii~e p~-evisius wtcliotl of h e  Uislr;ci Magislrait: ur vI'suc'n officer I 

as the State Govemrncnt may, by gencral or special ordcr. 
specify in h s  behalf; 

(4 noenqw~hallbegotmaderhmughany~olice~fice~bel& 
thc rank of a Dcptlty Superin~endenr of Police; 

fe) no womenshall be called to a police station for the purpose of 
hi tiiquiii-regmhig aiiy ogciice ud=r Giis Act.". 
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