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The following Act of the Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly which was reserved
by the Governor oin the 20th May, 1958
for the consideration and assent of the
President, on the lst June, 1999 and the
said assent is hereby first published on
the 1lth. June, - 1999 ‘in the Andhra
Pradesh Gazette for general information:-

ACT No. 15 OF 1299.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE FSTABLISRMENT
" "AND MAJWTENANCE OF FIRE SERVICE FOR
THE STATS OF ‘ANDHRA PRADESH AND FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCI~
 DESTAL TEERETO. . T

Be it ‘enacted. by the Legislative
Assembly of the State cf Andhra Pradesh
in the Fiftieth Year of 'the Republie "of

~-India as follows:! -

Heceived the assent of the Governor - 2(-5-1999. For statement of abjecis wnd
reasans piease see the Andhra Pradesh Gatciré, Pa-t 1V-A, Extraordinary, dL 26-8-1996 al
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© CHAPTER - I
_ pmmmitr
1. (1) This Act may be called the
Andhra Pradesb r.{‘:e Service Act, 1999.
(2) It ‘extends to the whole of the

. State of Andhru Prndesh.

(3) It. ehall. ccre into foree on such -

-date as theé Gevernment, may, by notifica--
ticn in tl:a Andh:o Pradesk Gazette app-o:.nt.

. 2. ‘In this ‘Act, unless tlLe context
‘othervise requires,~

(a): "building" includes a high-rise
building, house, outhonse, stakle, godown,
shed, but, wall (other than a boundary

“-wall), femcing, platform and any othar

struéture whether of masonry, bricks,
wood, mud, metal or of any othermt.e.rial

uhatseaver:-

(b) “buildiny. bye Jaws® means the.
building bye-laws,. rules or - r&gulatibns
unfer any relevant mnicipal™ law .and
icoludes the development control rules
or any other building rules or regulations -
made under. any other law for the tima
baing in fezce and are in bperatian.._ ]

(c) -‘Diractor-caneral' ' means . the

.bi:ector-Genarnl of Plre. Service

appointad ynder - section 4;
(d) "f :I.::a ﬁghting proparty inl:ludea -

(1) 1anda and bﬁ.uaings used as
f:.re atations arui static water tanks;
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(ii) fire eng:.hes, e&uiputs. tools,
1mp1mnts and whatsoaver used for fire

ﬂ.ghti ng :

(ii1) motor veh.i.dlgs and ¢ther neans
‘of transport used in eonnact:lon wvith fire .
fighting; and -

“(iv) Uniforms ana-ﬁadgu of ra.i:k

. (e) *fire station® means - any p].nce .
declared generally or sipecially, by the
Govermnent to ba a firé statiom; .

(£). 'fom" ‘means a !om appmdad to
t.hin aAct;

- {g) 'Governmnt' heans . the Bi:ate'
Government; - T .
‘- (h) “"high-rise hiﬁ.ldin " means a
building the height of lth:l.ch is 15 meters

cor. more fram, the surfade level of the land
com::.quous ‘to such, building; ™" .7 _

(1) “"member of se.tﬁce' nms an

person appointed under sectidn (1]

(3) “Rational Bui g Ccada of Ind.'l.a :
1933" . means -the booR Crorntaining Pire
Prevention and Safety. medsures to be
implemented in the !:ih:l.idingp. places,
premises, - workshops, - Harahousa_s "and
industries -published By . the Iuﬁ.tan
Standards Institutiom

" (k) oti{ficition®, ueans A notiﬂca-
t.ion published. in tHA a.udh:a Pradesh
Gazette and the word "hoti!ied uhall ba
construed aecnrdingly: .
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(1) "Or:cupi.er" inclu'des.-

{1} any " person who _for the time
being ‘is peying or is liable to pay to
the owner, the rent or any portion of
the rent of -the land or building in
respect o:E which auch rent is paid or
' payable:

' U.i.) an’ cwner in occupation of or
othend.sa using h.ls land or building.

(1ii) o rent-f:ea tepant’ of any land |
or building; -

{iv) & 2licencee in occupation of
any land o:: bu:l.lding. and

(v} any pe.reon who is liable to pay
t:o the own damages for the use ang
ccoupation of any land or building.

{m) “Officer—in—charge . of Fire
Station” includes when the oft';ce::—:.n-
charge of the fire station is ent
from the station or unable from illness
or other cause, to perform his duties,
the fire officer next in rank teo such
officer and present at the station;.

{r) ®Owner™ includes a person who
for the time being. is receiving or is
entitled to zeceive the rent of any land
or building whether on his own account
or ' as an. agent, trustea, guardian or
recelver or any other person who should
receive the- rent or be entitled to
. recelve it 1f the land or building or
part thereof were let ont to a tenant;

{o) "Prescribe® means prescribed by
rules made by the Government under this-
Act: N
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[:] "Service” means the J!mdhra ?radgsh

“Fire Service established and maintained .

Lnder this 2 acky

{q) "State" 'meana the State of nndhra

Pradesh.

3. Ther= qhall be . established and
. meintained, by the Government, a service
to be c¢alled the Andhra Qradesh Fize"
Service.

4. The Government may appoint a person
to ba the Director General of Fire
‘Spxvices and .such - other Officers and
staff as may be necessary from time to
time to assist the Director-General in
the discharge of hie functions..

5. The superintendence and control of

the service shall vest with the Director-~
Seneral and shall be carried on by him
in accordance with the provisions of
this Act and the .rules made thereunder.

4, The bDirector-General or such other
officer of the service as the Government
may authorise in this behalf may =ppoint
members of the service in accoxrdance with
the rules made under this Act.

7. (1) Every person shall, cn appoint-
ment to the service receive a certificate
in the prescribed form under the seal of
the Director-General or an Qfficer
authorised in this behalf by the Govern-
ment; and thereupon such person shall
have the powers, functions and privileges
as are entrusted under this :Lct, or the
rules made thereunder.

(2) The Ceztificate referred to in
sub-section {1) shall cease -to have
effect .when the person named therein
ceasea for any reazsons to be a member of

Haintenance
-of Plra -
Servica. .

hppoint-
-2ent of
Director-
General
of Pixe -
-Servicea,

Superin-
tendence
ard contreol
of service.

Aproint-
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membarg of
servige.

Igsue of
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of service,
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tha service, apg on, “hj.'i-:é-euing to be
®ugh nember, he shayy forthwith surrenger
the certificate to an bﬂim.w
to receive the same, S

' {3) The powers, functions. and privi-,

"leges vested . with any ‘menber of the

sexrvice shall, during the period of his

- suspeneion frem- Bervice bhe in abeyance

but such member shayi continue to0* be

. Aubject g the gama - discipline anq
‘Penalties as if ha had not been suspended. . _

(2.1' Every member of . the- iuxilia:y

gservice enrolled ‘under eub-section (1)

Shall-"- o
: (a) receive a ée:t.tfi‘cate in the
Preacribed form; -

, (b) be vested 'wii_li_all‘ or any of
the powers, functiona apd Privileges of
& member of the E8rvice ag are'spel:ially
méntioned in certificatay and -

. (o) be subject to the orders-of ‘the
Director-Gene;al. - .

CHAPTER - 1i

POWERS OF THE GOVERNMENT, DIRECTUR-GENERAT,
AND MEMBEWS OF THE SmRvyce .

9. The Gové:mgnt m.ay,:'-.-frt;m time to

‘tima, Bake ‘- such genaral .Br " special
. ordeérs ag they may think fif,-.
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(a) for prﬁ;.widing ‘the service with
such appliances and equipment as they
deem proper; .. T .

(b). for providing adequate supply of
water and for ensuring that it shall be
available for use; . ) .

- {c}. for: constriucting or providing
‘places for fire stations or accommodating
 the members  of the - service . or fire
fighting appliances; - T

{d} for giving rewards te peraons who
have given information -regarding the
occurrence of fires and to- those who
have effectively assisted the service on
occasions of fires; '

{e) for the 'i_:_::a.tning. discipline and
- good conduct of the mombers of - the

services;

(£) for the speedy -attendance of
members ' of the -service with necessary
appliances and equipment onm the occasion
of any alarm of fire;

{g} .[for .sending mewmbers. of the
services with appliances and equipment
beyond the limits of any area in which
this Act is in force for purposes of
fire fighting in the neighbourhood of
such limitsg; - o

. {h) for the enp'loymen_f of the members
of the service in any rescue, salvage,

- or other gimilar vwork;

{i) for regulating and controlling
the powers, duties and functiens of the
Director-General; and i
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(j) generally for the mzintenance of
the service in a due state of efflciency.

0. (1) on the occasion of fire in any
area, the member of the service who ‘is
in charge of fire fighting operations on
the spot may,- : ' S

{a) remove, ~or “order .any other
wember of the serivce to remove, any
person who by his. presence, interferes
with or impedes the. operatjons for extin-
guishing the fire or for paving life.or
property; o e B

(b) clese. émy -“stieet or. pas_sége in

‘ex near which fire isg Jburning;

"(c)" break . inko or.through, or pull

down, any premises, _for the passage of -

'kose  or appliances :9Y cauge ther to be .

broken into ©r through, or puliéd down,
doing as_ listie’ damage as possikbie for

--itha phrpose: of extinguishing fire;

pProvided that the owner or gccupier,
as the case may be, of any such-premisges
shall be granted reascnabie compensation
to the extent of the damage so caused in

5uch manner as may be pPregscribeds

(d) require the authority incharge
of wWater supply in the area to regulate
the water mains so as to provede water at a
fpevified préssure ‘at “the ‘Pilace  where
the fire has broken out anj otilise the
water of any stream, ecistern, ‘well or
tank or of any available scurce of water,.;
public or private, for +he ‘purpose " pf
extinguishing or limiting the spread_‘of
such fire; T
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- {e) "exercise the same’ powers for
dispersing an.assembly of persons likely
to obstruct the fire-fighting operations
as if he were an officer-in-charge.of a .
police station and-as if suchan assembly -
were .an unlawful sssembly “and ‘shall. be'-
entitled :to . ‘the same "immunities -and .
protection as Buch officer, -in respect .
of the exercise of such powsrs: T

(f£) generally take,such measures as _
may &ppear -necessary -for 'extinguishing -
the fire or for the protection of life -
or property. ... - - o .

(2} Any damage ‘done to 'any.premises-
©or property, on the occasion of fire, by’
rmembers' '0f the -service iIn-.the .due dis~
charge oFf their’ duties shall-be deered
to be damage by fire within the meaning -
of any policy of insurance against fire.

‘21, - It’ shall be lawful for: the Power of .
officer-in-charge of .the fire fighting the Officur-
operations to draw water from any source ‘lf'?arge
in the area which he considers necessary figneing
fox such operations and on such occasions to kg
a8 may be required and thz sutheriiy or dEranue-
owner OF  cctupier having control _overﬁ;fyfgz
'such water sourcde shall supply water £oTiuoper,
that purpose at such rates -as ‘may -be; .
prescribed. - T

"12. The UDirector-General may enter Puwers of
into . arrengements_ with _ any  person -Director-
‘'whe employs. and maintains perscnnel or Seseral
equipment or -both - for fire-fighting jnto arrange-;
purpgses, to secure, on such terms -as meats for
"may be ‘preéscribed, :the provision® by|assistance.

that person of assistance for  the .

purpose -of dealing with fires occurring
in any area in which this Act is in force.



104

13, (1) Any person proposing to cons~’
truct a high~rise building or a building

. .this behalf, before submissicn of such

huilding_ plangs to" the auvthority or

: officer competent to ‘approve the same

under the relevant. law . for the tima
being. in "force, for a no - objection
certificate, along with such fea as may

_ be pre_s—r.tbe-d?_ ,

(2) The Director General or any
member of the service daly authorised by -
him in this ‘behalf, shall within sixty

" days of receipt of such applieation, on

being satisfied about the provision of
‘fire- prevention and’ safety measures as
stipulated in the National Building Code

of India, 1983 or any other liw for the
time being in force regulating sunch

- ‘Purpese or activity, shall ,issue a‘ no .

‘objection certificate with . sach

coniitions may be considered nétessary-
VIS, = g ppiialy oy

and if not go latiBtlb:.'_ruJ“-q: '-'-'3‘3-“-\_119 )

for ressons to be recorded in writing.

3) The an;thot:!.tjr :c:r_ Officer competent

-to approve . the ' building _plans before

construction under. the relevant law for
the time being.in force, ‘shall not accord

such' approval. except -an production of a
no objection certificate -issued under

' sub-section (2) whezever required, -

.. (4] Any.persen vieclating the condi-
tions of a no objection certificate shall
be 1iable to bae proceedea against under
ithe provieions of this Act.
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CHAPTER - III
. PREV‘EHTIVE ![E!A.SUR.E‘S i
14. (1) The Government or any officer preventive
authorised .by the Goverrment in thig messures.
behalf may, by notification require the
owners or occupiers of the- premises used
for purposes which in their opinion, are
likely to cause a risk of fire, to take

such precautions as may be specified in
such notifxcation._

™

(2) Where a notif:l.cation has been
issuved under sub-section 1), .it shall
ba lawful for the Director, General or-
any other officer of the. service autho-
rised by the Government 'in this behalf
to direct in writing the removal of -
" objects or’ goods 1ikely to cause a risk’
of fire, to a place of safety. ‘and on
failure of the owner or occupier to do
so, the Director-General or such other
officer may, after giving the . owner or-
occupier a reasonable opportun:.ty of
making a representation, seize, detain
or remove such objects or goods or- -order
the closure of the premises.

15.” Notwithstanding anything contained Pu.rpusu
in any other law for the time being in for which
force, the Government may by notif:.cat:.ongizi’““:g
declare that no place within any area, pithoot
as may be .specified shall be used for any licence.
one or more of the purpeoses which in
their opianion constitute a £ire risk
except in accordance with the terms and
conditions of ‘a licence to be issued by
an officer of the service duly authorised
in this behalf by the Government (here-
inafter referred to as the authorised
officer) subject to the payment .of such -
fee as may be prescribed.

J.1530/8
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dpplication . 16. The owner or occupier of any placa

for gzunt

of licerco.

Grank pf
.licence.

Durationuff“

licence.

using it for any corne or more of the
purscses menticoned in the notification

.issued under section 15, shall, within
thirty days from the date of the notifi-
cation make an application together with
the prescribed fee, to' the . avthorised
Qfficer having jurisdiction over -the
area, in which such place 1s situated
for a.licence for the use 0f such place
for such purpose.

17. {1} The authorised officer, arfter
due verification, shall within a period
of sixty days from the date of applica-
tion under section 16, grant the licence

with such cendltions' as he may think fit
and necessary, or for reasons to be
recorded in writing, reject the applica-
tion for licence.  If no order is passed
under this sub-section within the time
linit specified, the licence applied for
shall be deemed to have been granted,
subject to the application for -licence
being 1in conf;rmlty with the PIOVlSlOﬂS
of this Act.

{2) Against every order of the au—
thorised officer refusing to grant a
licence, an appeal shall -lie -to the
Director-Geperal within thixty days from
the date of receipt of the order.

©18. Every - licence granted under
I section 17 'shall be vdlid for a pericd
of three years, or for such lesser period
as may be specified in the licence and
may be renewed from time to time for a .
similar or lesser period as may be spe-
cified in the renewed licence and may be
cancelled .for .reasons to be recorded in

’ wrltlng. e
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12. {1} The ownar or occudier
of a bum;ng -0r part ‘-hc-r-"c:
vrovide fire sufe*_{ mezsures i:

maingaid them in cood repair . ELi- sop firo
cient ,condition at all timess, In agpmor— crovestion
dance wikth the building 1;;:.-_-“.; asd Fdie
. cafety
S ARICTR .

Provided that, the cwner, or cccupier
of " the bnilding or part +therasi, the
construntion of  which was completed on
or before thz date on which chis .Ach
comes ioto force or which was under con-
strackion. on such date shall undertake
and garry out such "additional fire pre-
‘vention, and fire safety reasures, xe-
quired ander +the building bye-lavs in
force, as are. speocificd in the notice
served on him under section 21.

{2} Xo person siball - tomper with,
alter, remove or cause any injury or
damage to any fire prevention and fire
safety eguipment installzga iy zny
puilding  or part thereof or instigate
any other person to do so0. )

20. The auvthorised officer ©r any might of

other member of the service empowared by inspection,

him in this. behalf, may enter any place,
which, in his opinion,” for-reasene to be
recorded, constitutes a2 fire risk, and
after service or affixture of a notice
in this .behalf in the manner prescrcibed,
make.an inspection of such place betwean
sun-rise and sun-set in the discharge oI
his duties under Lhis Act:

Provided that’such inspection may'ke
made at any time if an industry is working
or an entertainment is going on at such
place or if the officer or member of tne
service considers it abselutely necassary,
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for reasons to be recorded in wxiting,
to make an immediate inspection of such
place. ] .

'21. The authorised officer or any
other member of the service empowered by
him in this behalf may, a¥fter completion
of the inspecticn .of the building or
premises or part thereof, recoxrd his
views on the deviations from or the con-
traventions of, the building bye-laws
with regard to the fire prevention and
fire safety measures or the inadequacy.
or non-compliiance of. such measures
provided or to bhe provided therein with -
reference to the bheight of the building
or premises or the nature of activities
carried on in such building or premises
or part thereof, and issne a notice to
the owner or occupier of such building’.
or premises or part thereof directing
him to undertake such measures within
such time as may be specified in the
notice. )

22. The authorlsed officer or "any

in the @nmtbther member of service empowered by him .

of noli-
compliance
oE natice.

in this behalf may, in the event of non-
compliance . of any notice issued under
section 21, take such steps as may be
necessary for the ‘compliance of such

. notice.

Expendi -
ture on-
service,

CHAPTER - IV
EXPENDITURE OF MAINTENANCE OF SERVICE

23. (1). The expenditure in connection -
with the service shall be met out of the
Consolidated Fund of ‘the State.

(2) Hotw1thstand1ng anythlng in any
other law feor 'the time being in force,.
the Government may recover from any
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Berson or industry in any area such con-"
. tribution towards the ecost of the portion
of the ‘service. maintained in that area
as the Government may from time to tima,
dj:ecto - . - - .

24. Where members of the service are Eeca.
sent beyond.the limits of the state of ™
“Andhra Pradesh in order to extinguish a
fire in the neighbourhood of such limits,
the owner ‘or-‘occupier of the pPremisés
where the fire has occurred or spread
" shall .be liable to ‘Pay such fee as may

be prescribed in this behalf.

25. (1) With effect from such date 88 ympasltiod
the State Government may by notificatjon 2nd colloc-
in the. official gazette appoint in thig flon of
behalf, there shall be levied a fee for *%€-

- the purposes- of this Act on all owners

of " high-rise’ buildings within  the
jurisdietion of tha Director-General or
-the nominated authority to which this
Act applies. .

: (2) The rate of such feg shall - be

not less than five rupeas but not nore
than- ten rupees Per -square metre of tha

built~up area of every high-rige building

a5 shown in ‘the approved buildiag plan-
©of such building, as the Director-General

may impose and the manner of impositien,

assessment ‘and collection. therof shall

be such as may be --~gcribed, .

- {3) The fee .as herein before provided
shall be payable by the owner of every
_high=rise building. along with the appli-
‘cations submitted to the Director-General
"for approval of the building plans under
the building bye-laws: .
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Provided that, in case ofeveryhlgh—
rise building the constructicn of which
has been completed or commenced within &
period of :1v§ years before the rcoming
inte force of this Act, such fee shall
be pasyable within one month from the
recelpt of notice of demand..in respect
thereof 'by the owner and iif tiie owner is
rot the occupier, hy the occupier for
the time being of the premises in respect
ef which such fee iz due: ’

Provided further thai:, where the

owner or occupier fails to pay such fee

" within the periocd as aforeszid, the sane

shall be recoverable as if it were arrear
of land revenue. -

CHAPTER - U

PENALTIES
Panalty '26. Any member of the servicde who,-
for wiola-
e of (a} is found guilty of any violation

duty €CC- of duty or wilful breach of zny provision
-of this zct or any rule Tr order made
thergunder; or

i{b) is found guilty of cowardice; ox

C{u) with@raws frosm the duties of his
office without permission; or

{6) being absent on leave, fails,
withoun reasonable ceause, to ‘report
himself for duty on the expiration of

" such leave; or ) - ’

{e) &dccepts any other employment oT
office in cantraventzon of the provxslon
of sectlon 37; or
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(f) intentionally or knowingly causes
or attempts. to cause disaffection towards
the Government amongst the members of
the service, or induces cor attempts to
induce any member of the service to
withhold his services or commit a breach
of discipline; shall be punishable with
imprisomment for a term which may extend
to three months or with fine which may.
extend to three months pay of such
member, or with both. ) ’

27. whoever fails, without reasonable Penalt
cause, to comply with any of the reguire- for failure
ments specified ir a notification issueg ™° F2%e
under sub-section (1) of section 14 or fiecat”
of a direction issued under sub-section
{(2) of that section shall be punishable
with fine which may extend to five
hundred rupees.

28. Any person who wilfully and without penalty
any reasonable cause obstructs or inter- for wilfully
feres with any member of the service who obstruct-
is engaged in fire-fighting operations Egghiﬁg'
shall be punishable with imprisonment gperatians.
for a term which may extend to three -
months or with fine which may extend to

five hundred rupees or with both. .

29. Any i;erson who knowingly gives or penalty
causes to be given a false report of the for false
outbreak of a fire to any person authe~ Iepart.
rised to recelve such report by means of
a.statement, message or otherwise, shall
be punishable with imprisomnment for a
term which may extend to three months or
with fine which may extend to five
huridred rupees or with both.

30. (1) Whoever being bound to take Pennlty
ocut a licence . under the provisions of for failurd
this Act fails to obtain a licence or ° take
feils to comply with any of the conditions licence.

A. 33-3
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spacified in the liceénce shall be served
2 show-cause potice requiring him to
obtain a licence or comply with any of
the conditions specified in the licence.
as the case. may be, within such period
as may be prescribed.

(2) If he does- not comply with the
show—-cause nrnotice, shall be punished
with imprisonment fer a term which may
extend to three months or with £ine which
may extead to iive tnousand rupees oy
with both.

3. whoever wilfully contravenes any
provisions of this Act or the rules made
thereunder or fails to comply with any
reqguisition lawfully made vpon "him under
any provisions of this Act shall, without
prejudice to any othar action taken
against him under section 22 be punishable
with imprisgonment for a term which may
extend to three months or with fine
which may, extend to twenty five thousand
rupees or with both; and where the
offence 1s a continuwing one, with a
further fine which may extend to three
thousand rupees for every day during

"which such offence continues after the

Offences
by
Cozpanies.

conviction for the first such offence:

Provided- that, in - the absence of
special. and adequate reasons -to the
contrary to be mentioned in the judgement
cof the Court, such punishment shall not
be less than one month and such fine
shall not be 1less than five thousand
rupees or such daily fine shall not be
less than one hundred rupees per day for
a contlnulng ‘offence.

- 32, (1} where an offénce under this
Act has been committed by a Company.
evary person who, at the time'the cffence



113

was committed, was-in .charge of, and vas
responsible to, the company of the
conduct -of -the. business of the ccmpany,
as well as the company, shal be deemed
-to, be guilty of the offence and shall be
Iiable to -be proceeded against - and
pum.shed accord:.ngly. '

Provided that.- nothing conta:.ned in
this sub-section:shall render any such
person liable. -to’ any punishment, if he
provas that the offenca -was committed
without his knowledge .or that he had
exercised all due diligence to prevent_
‘the comission of sv..ch offence.

{2) Notw:.thstanding anythmg contained
in sub-section (1}, where- any offence
under this’ Act has bwen ‘committed by a
Company and it is proved that the offence
has been committed with - the congsent- or
connivance of, or is attributable to any
neglect on the part of, any director,
manager, -secretary or other: officer of
the company, such director, Rraaager,
secretary or other officer shall also be
deemed to be guilty of that offence and
shall be 'liable to be ‘proceeded against
and punished accordlngly.

‘Explanation: For the nurposea of this
section,-- :

_ {a) "CQmpany" means' any body corpo-
rate and includes a firm or other asso-
ciation of individuals; and

.. (b). "Director® in ‘relation to a -
firm, means a partner 'in the firm.

3. (1} The. D.L:ector—General or any Compound-
person authorised in this behalf by him iog or
by general or special order may either withdrawal

before or after the institution of the :: procee-
ngs..
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proceedlngs, and for re€asons tobe recm:-
ded in writing, comeound any offencé made
punishable by or under this Act or the

‘rules made thereunder ox withdraw® from
_the proceedings. .

. {2) When an_ offence has been
compounded; the offender, if ir custody,
shall be discharged, and no further pro-
ceedings shall be taken against him in
respect of thé offence compounded.

CHAPTER - VI

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS
34. The Government may establish and
maintain one or more ‘training centres in
the State for providing courses of ins-
truction in the preventior and extinguish-

ment of fire and may close down or -re-
establish any such centre. :

35.. The Government may prescribe such
fee and such procedure as it may deem
fit for providing a course of instruc-’
ticn in the prevention . and
extinguishment of fire.

36. (l1).There may. be levied.a £fire
tax on lands &nd buildings which are
situated in any area in which this Act
is in force and on vhich property tax by

"whatever name called is levied by any

local authority in the area.

(2} the fire tax shall be levied by
notification in the Official Gazette at
such rate as-may be specified but not
exceeding five per cent of the total
amount of the_pro_gertx tax _in the form of
a surcharge.
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37. (1) No member of the service shall
engace himself dn any. employment or
office other than his duties under this
Act unless expressly permitted to do so

by the Directoz-General.

{2} Every nember of ' the service shall
be considered. to be always on duty and
is bound at any time to attend at any
place and-to, any duty relevant to the
service within or outside the State.

38.:The Directo.r:—General or any officer

authorised by the Government in this
behalf may on occasions of fire or other
emergency J1ln any neighbouring ersa in
which this 2act is not in force, order
the despatch of the members of the servics
vwith necessary appliances and equipment
to carry out fire-fighting cperations in
such area &nd thereupon, all the provi-
sions of this Act aand- the xrules made

Bar of
okhoer
employment .

Transfer -
to othex
Zreas.

thereunder shall apply +to such &srea, .

during the pericd of fire or during such
rericed as the Director-Generc may
specify. :

39. It shall be lawful for the Govein-
‘ment or any officer authorised by them
in this bshalf to employ the service in
any rescue, salvage or other work for
which it ic suiltable by season of its
training, aprliances and eguipment.

Employhént
on other
duties.

; 40. Any officer of the sgervice not'power to
below ‘the rank of an officer im-charge obtain
of a f£fire station .may, for the purpose information.

of discharging hils duties under the Act,
require the owner or .occupier. of any
building or other property to supply
information in his possessiox, with
respect to the character of such building
or other property, the available water
supplies and the means of zccess thereto
and other material pzrticulars.
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41. No charge shall ke made by .any
local authority for water "consumed- in

‘fire- fa.ghting operations or exercises by

Ho compen-
sation for
intertuption
of wa'i‘.er
supply.

" Police
Qfficers -
to aid, .

the - sérvice - or - for installation and
maintenance - of _hydrants, . static water.
tanks or any. other arrangement of water
supply for-fire~fighting purposes within
the jurisdiction of the said authority.
~ 42. No authority- in-chargz of water
supply in an area shall be liable to any
claim for- compensat:.cn for damage by
reascon’ of any interruption to supply of
water occasioned only by compl:.anr:e of
such author:l.ty with - the requ:.rements

spec:.f:.ed in gection 10.

43, It shall be the dutr of Police
Oificers of all ranks to aid the members of
the service in the execution of their

a_duties- under t.l:us Act.

Cdgnizance
of
OFf ences.

Piotection
of action
taken

in good
faith,

‘Restric.
tiong i
respect
ing right
to form
associa-
tion,
Ereedom of
Speech, ete.

TR save - in the case of cognizable
offences, no court shall take cognizance

. of an-offence under this Act or the rules
'made thereunder except on the complaint

of, or upon ‘information received from
the Director-General or any other officer
nominated by him in this bshalf.

45. No suit, prosecution or other
legal proceedings shall lie agalnst any
authority,. officer or member of the.
service for - anything which 'is in- good

- falth ddne or intended to be done in

pursuance of this Act or any rula or
order may thersunder.: -

46. {1) No member of ‘fire service
shall, without the. express sanction of
the Govermment or of the prescribed

. authority,--
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- (a) be a member of, or be-associated
in any way. with, any trade union, lahour
union, political association or with any
class of trade unions, -labour unions or

political associations;: or

{b) be a member of, or.beassogiated
in - any way with, aby other  society.
institutior, association or organisation
that is not recognised as part of the
fire service of which he 1s a member or
‘is not 6f a purely social, recreat:.onal
or rellgious nature; or

r (c) commum.cate with the press or
pu.bl:.sh or, cause to be published any
letter or other document exceptwhere such
communication or publication is in the
bonafide discharge of his duties or is
of & purely literary, or artistic charac-
ter or is of a prescribed nature.
Explapation:— If any question arises
as to whether any society, institution,
‘association or orgam.satlon is of a
purely social, recreational or religious

.nature undex clause (b)) of ‘this sub-

section, the decision of the Government
thereon shall be final.

. {2) Ko member of fire service shall
partigipate in, or address, any meeting
or +take part in any. demonstration
organised by anybody of persons for any

‘political purposes or for such other

purposes as may be prescribed.:

(3) Any persons who contravenes the
provisions of sub-sectian (1) or sub-
section (2) shall without prejudice to
any other action -that may be taken
against him, be punishable with imprison-
ment for a-term which may extend to two
years, or with fine which may extend to
two hunéred rupees, or with both.
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" 47. (1} The Government may, by noti-
fication, 'make rules for carzving ocut
all or any of the purposes of this act.

(2) In particular zand without pre-
judice tgo the genarality of the foregoing
povar, sueh rules may provide for,—--

(2) the number and grades of offirers
of the service; :

{b) the nanpner of appointment oE
members of the service;

{c) the form of the certificats to
be issued to the members of the servics;

{d) thez conditions of serviecs of
the members of the service;

(e) th=2 circumstances in vhich-and
the conditions ({including .the levy of
fee} subjetct to which. the members of the
service may be despatched to cardy on
fire-fighting - operatiens in - the
neighouring areas;

. {£) the conditions subject to which
members of the service may be employesd
in rescue, salvage or other work;. :

{gl the manner of service of notice
under this;

(h} the payment of  rewards to
persons, not being members of the service,
for any substantial assistance rendered
by them for fire-fighting purposes;

(i} the 'compensation payable to
members of the service 1la case of acci-
dents or to their depspdants in case of
death while engaged cn duty; ' :
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{(3) cmployment of members of the
service or use of any equipment outside
the -area or on special service eand the
fee payable therefor; and-

(k} any. other mezter which is
required to be or may be prescribad.

(3) Every rule made under this Act
shall, immediately after it is macde, be
laid before the Legislative Assambly of.
-the State if it is in sessien, and if it
is not im session, in +the session
immediately following for a total.pericd
of fourteen days which may be comprised
in one sessiorn or in two successive
sessions and if befor¢ the expiration of
the sessicn in which it is so laid or
the session immediately following the
Legislative ASsewbly agrees in making
any modification in the rule or in -the
annulment ‘of the rule, the rule shail
from the date on which the medification
or annulment is notified have effect enly
in such modified form or shall stand
annulled, as the case m2y be, so however
that any such modification or anhnlment
shall be without prejudice te the validity
of anything previously done under that
rule, '

G. BHAVANI PRASAD,
Secretary to Government:
Legislative Affairs & Justice,

’ Law Department.



ERRATA

In the Andhra Pradesh Fire Service Act, 1999
(The 2ndhra Pradesh Act N6.15 of 1999} published
at pages 1-25 in Part IV-B, Extraordinary of Eths
andhra Pradesh Gazette, dated the 1lth Juns, 1999,~

(1) at page 1, in line Sth for "oin? read "on*;

{2) at page 2,-

(1) 4n line 22nd for.

"includes;

(ii) in 1line 27th for
"services™;

W'flzll

i

1 3.1530/9

“{cnludgs”™

"service”

gnad

rasd



122

" {3) at page 3 in line 18th for Y contiquouni

read '"contiguous™; ~

(4} at page 6, in line 26th for "in certifi~

cate;"; read "1n the certificate;": .

(5) at page 8, in 1line 28th forf"provederll
.read "provide"- : ' '

{6) at page 10, in line 25th for "condltlons
_may be" read "conditions as may be"r . .

_ {7} at page 20; in line 23rd for "extinquish-
ment" read “extlngulshment“- - -

"made";

(9) at page 23 in llne 33rd for "peirsons®

read “person" -

T.R. RAMAKRISHNA,
Deputy Secretary.

(8) at page 22. in line 33rd for ™may" read
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STATEMENT OF ODJECTS AND REASONS

The Government of India set-up an Experts Committee on
Fire Fighting in 195¢. The Committes recommended that there
should be uniform Fire Legislation in all States subject to
such modifications as local circumstances may reguire. Based
on the recommendations of the Comnittee, khe Government of
India prepared a Model Fire Force Bill. The model Bill of
" Government of India was referred to the Andhra Pradesh State

Law Commission for making its recommendation in the matter,
keeping the need to improve the efficiency of Fire Services
.in the State and to ensure that the Fire Service would be
ready with modern equipmeat to dral with all emergencies
. whatever the nature may be. The Law Commission after examining
the matter submitted to the Governmenk its recommendations
in its Third Report sugqgesting therein the lines on which
the Legislation on the subject may be enacted for the entire
State. The Government accepted tre recemmendations of the
law Commission and decided to undertake Legislation broadly
on the lines suggested by it.

This bill seeks to give effect to the above decisio -

A. M
M*



ANDHRAPRADE&IACT&(kHHNANCESAND
RECULATIONS Eic.

The rollcwing Act of the Andhra Pradesh
Legislitive Assembly. received the assent
of the Governor on the 30th September,
2000 and the said assent is hereby first
published on the ird October, 2000 in the
andhre Fradesh Gazette for general
yaformation:—

ACT Wo. 32 OF 2000
AN ACT TO AMEND THOE ANDHRA PRADESH FIRE,
_ SERVICE ACT, 1999.

Bz it enacted by the Legislative
Acsembly of the Starte of Andhra Pradesh
in the rifty-first Year of the Republic of
India,as fFollows:—

£205]
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short title, 1. (1) This Act may be called" tiw

extent and Andhra Pradesh Fire Service (Amendment)
commencement. Act, 2000. ' o

(2) It extends to the whole of the
- State of Andhra Pradesh.

{3) 1t shall come into force on such
date as the Government, may, by notifica-
tion in +the Andhra Pradesh Gazette.
appoint.

Anencment 2. In the Andhra Pradesh Fire Service
of section 2. Act, 1999 (hereinafter referred to as
. the principal Act), in sectjon 2, in
clause {j), for the expressicn “National
Building Code of India 1983" the expres-
sion T"Hatjonal Building .Code of India,

1997° shall be substituted., -

Averdwent of 3. In section 13 of the principal Act,--

section 13. i
(i} for sub-section (1) the following

shall be substituted, -namely:-

"{1). Any person proposing to construct
a high-rise building or a building pro-
posed to be used for any purpose other
than residential purpose or a building
proposed to be used for residential pur-
pose of more than 15 meters in height
such as group hdusing, multi-storey flats,
walk-up apartments, 'etc., shall apply to
the Director  General or any member of
the service duly authorised by him in
this behalf. before submission of such
building plans to the authority or officer
competent to” approve the same under the
relevant law, for the time keing in force,
for a no objection certificate along with
such fee as may be prescribed.":
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{ii) "in sub-section {2), for the ex-
pressicn "the National Building Code of
India, 1983", the-expression "the National
Bulldirg Code of India, 1997%, shall be
substitoted.

G. BHAVANI PRASAD,
. Secretary to Government,,
Legislative Affairs & Justice,
Law Department.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
o L )

When the Andhra Pradesh Pire Service Bill, 19938 {(I.A.
Bill ¥o. 15/96) which was reserved by the Govermor on the
-20th May, 1999 for consideration and assent of the President
under article 254(2) of the Constitution of India was sent
te the Government of India, the Ministry of Urbanp Affairs
and Employment and Minis“ry of Home Affairs have suggested
certain amendments Lo the said Bill. The Government of Andhra
Pradesh, while Giving an undertaking to make the amendments
Suggested to the said Pill before bringing the r:t in to force,
hag requested the Government of India te obtain the assent
" of the Presidart of Indias to the zaid Bil}) in the form already
passed by Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly. '

Accordingly, on the assent of che President of India on
che lst June, 1999 the Arndhra Pradesh Pire Service Act, 1399
was published in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette on Ilth Jure,
1399 as A:P. Act 15/99.

Bowr the Zovernment kave accordingly decided to amend
tae Clavse (J} of Section 2 and Sub-gsections (11 and (2) of
fection 13 of the Andhrz Pradech Fire Service Act, 1993 as
suggested Ly che Ministry ¢f Urban Affsirs and Employvment
and Ministry of Home aifairs of the Govermment of India.

This Eill sesks to give effect Lo the above deeisimm,

T. DEVEXDER GOUD,
Minister for Home, Cinematography,
Jails, Fire Sarvices, F.D.C., N.C.C.
and Jainik welfare.
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