
 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information by PRS 
Legislative Research (PRS).  The contents of this document have been obtained from sources 
PRS believes to be reliable.  These contents have not been independently verified, and PRS 
makes no representation or warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or correctness.  In 
some cases the Principal Act and/or Amendment Act may not be available.  Principal Acts 
may or may not include subsequent amendments.  For authoritative text, please contact the 
relevant state department concerned or refer to the latest government publication or the 
gazette notification.  Any person using this material should take their own professional and 
legal advice before acting on any information contained in this document.  PRS or any persons 
connected with it do not accept any liability arising from the use of this document.  PRS or any 
persons connected with it shall not be in any way responsible for any loss, damage, or distress 
to any person on account of any action taken or not taken on the basis of this document. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Orissa Home Guards Act, 1961 
 

Act 22 of 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keyword(s): 
Volunteer Body, Home Guards 
 
 



ORSSA ACT 22 OF 1961 

ORlSSA HOME GUARDS ACT, 1961 

CONTENTS 

1. Short titla, extent and comnitncement 

2. Constitution of Xome Guards and appointment of CommmAant--1 
and Commandant. 

3. Appointment of members 

4, Calling out a member of the form 

5. Powers, privileges and protection of the force 

6. Control by 0 k r s  of Police Force 

7. Certifimte, Arms, etc., to be delivered up by petson ceasing to be m e m k  
of the Home Guards. 

8. Punishment of membrs for neglect of dutie;s, ete. 

9. Award of punishment 

10. h l a s  

11. Home Guards to k pubIio servants 

13. Home Guards not disquaii6ed fiom contesting tlcctions to Stata LegbMurt 
or leal bodies. 



ORISSA ACT 22 OF 1961 

l[TEUZ OWSSA HOME GUARDS Am, 19613 

[Received the assent of the Govermr on the 11th 
' No~ember 1961, first ptrbli,rkd in tin 

extraordinary issue of the Orissa Gazatte, 
dated the 18th November 1961 1 

AN ACT TO PROVDE FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
HOME GUARDS IN THB . STATE OF ORLSSA 

WHEREAS it -is expedient to provide a Volunteer 
Orgsinisation for use in emergencies and for other 
purposes in the State of Orissa ; 

It is hereby enacted by the Legislature of the 
State of Orissa in the Twelfth Year of the Republic 
of India. as follows :- 

I. ( I )  This Act may be called the Orissa Home Shorttitb, 
Guards Act, 1961. extant and collmacc= 

m t .  
(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Orissa. 

(3) I t  shall come into force in such areas on such 
date as the. State Government inay, by notScation,3 
appoint and different dates may be appointed- for 
different areas. 

2. (1) The State G o v e m n t  shall constitute anstrtutlon 
for the areas nosed under sub-section (3) of section of Home 

&at& and 
1 a volunteer body called the Home Guards. the a ~ ~ o h t m e a i  
members of whic6 shaU discharge such fundtiom o f b  

mandant- 
and duties in relation to t h e  protection of persons, amcral tm~ 
the security of property and public safety and f o r z y  
such other functions as may be assigned to them in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act and the 
rules made thereunder. 

(2) The State Government shall appoint a 
Commandant-General of the Home Guards in whom 
shall vest general supervision and control of the Home 
Guards h the State and may also appoint. a Deputy 

1. Pox the Statement of Obltcts and ROaBons, W OrlJsa w e t r e ,  Extraor& 
nary, dated tbe 18th ?ptembcr 1961. (No. 642). 

2. into ior& with effect from the 21s; November 1962-Vide mtifl- 
tation No. 3152, dated the Zlst November 1962 miblkhsd in Orlssu G ~ ~ ~ I I c ,  
mm~~diuiuy ,  datad tho 22nd November l@62 (No. 675). 
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Commandant-General to whom the Commandant- 
General may delegate such of his powers as he may 
consider necessary for supemision, control and training 
of the Home Guards. 

(3) The State Government shall also appoint a 
Commandant for the Home Guards in each district. 

A Intmcnt 3. (1) Subject to the approval of the Comman- 
PP" mmbORm dant-General, the Commandant may appoint as 

members of the Home Guards within his jurisdiction 
such number of persons, who are fit and wiIling to 
serve, as may from time to time be determined by the 
State Government and may appoint any such member 
to any office of command in the Home Guards. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- 
section ( I )  the Commandant-General may appoint 
any such member to any such office as aforesaid under 
his control. 

w i n g  out a 4. ( I )  The Commandant-General or the Comman- 
membOr of dant within the district under his jurisdiction may, tho foree. 

subject to the provisions of sub-sections (2) and (J), 
call upon any member of the Home Guards for 
training or foi- discharging any function assigned 
to him by or under' this Act. 

(2) The District Magistrate or subject to his 
controI the Superintendent of PoIice, may at any 
time call upon the District Commandant in such 
circumstances and in such manner as may be pres- 
cribed, to mobilise any Unit within the district or a 
detachment of such Unit under his jurisdiction for 
the purpose of maintenance of Iaw and order. 

(3) Whenever the services of any such Unit or 
detachment are requisitioned under sub-section 
the requisitioning , authority shall communicate gi 
action taken by it to such authority as may be pres- 
cribed by rules made in that behalf. 

powen, 
privilege 5. ( f )  Amember of the &me Guards when 
and prolac- called out under section 4 shall have the same powers, 
Iion privileges and protection as an officer of PoIice form. appointed under any law for the time being in force. 



(2) No prosecution. shau be instituted pgainst a 
member of the Home Guards in respect of anything 
done or purporting to be done .by him in the discharge 
of his functions or duties as such member except 
with the previous sanction of the Commandant- 
General. 

6. The members of the Home Guards whencontrol b 
OfEcer~ 0 1  c d e d  out under section 4 in aid of the Police Forcc Police 

shall exercise such powers and shall be under the 
control of the Officers of the Police Force in such 
manner and to such extent as may be prescribed by 
rules made under this Act. 

7. (1) Every person who for any reason ceases-firtisub A ~ M ,  etc,, 

to be a member of the Home Guards shall forthwithto& d e b  
deliver up to the Commandant or to such personverd UP by 
and at such places as the  Commandant may direct, =& t , b  
his certificate of appointment or of office and theg~~F~;f 
arms, accoutrements, cYothing and other necessaries a,,b, 
furnished to him as such member. 

(2) Any Magistrate, or after recording his reasons 
in writing any Police Officer not below the rank of an 
Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Police, may 
issue a warrant to search for and seize wherever they 
may be found, any certificate, arms, accoutrements, 
clothing or other necessaries not so delivered and 
every warrant .so issued shall be executed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Code of Criminal Poce- 
dure, 1898, by a Police officer or if the Magistrate 
or the Police OEcer issuing the warrant so directs, 
by any other person. 

8. (1) Subject to the rules made in that behalf P u n i s b a  
Of membtm the Commandant shalI have the authority to suspend, far w d ~ t  or 

reduce in rank, dismiss or fine up to an amount not d"umflc* 
exceeding fifty rupees, any member of the Home 
Guards under his control, if such member without 
reasonable cause, on being called out under section 
4 negl- or refuses to obey such order or to discharge 
his functions and duties as a member of the Homo 
Guards or to obey any lawful order or direction 
given to &m for the performance of his functions 
and duties' or is guilty of ' any brdch of discipline 
or misconduct ; and Ehe Cornandant-General shall 
have the like authority in respect of any member 
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of the Home Guards under his control and shall 
further have the authority to dismiss any member 
of ~e Home Guards on the ground of conduct which 
h led to his conviction for an offence involving 
moral turpitude. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this 
Act the Commandant shall have the authority to 
discharge any member -of the . Home Guards at any 
time subject to such conditions as may be prescribed 
by rules made under this Act, if in the opinion of 
the Commandant the services of such member are 
no longer required and the Cornmandint-General 
shall have the like authority in respect of any member 
of the Home Guards under his control. 

(3) When the Commandant-General 01: the 
Commandant passes an, order suspending, reducing 
in rank, Wng or dismissing any member of the Home 
Guards under sub-section (1) he shall record ,such 
order with the reasons. therefor and a note of the 
enquiry in writing and no such order shall be passed 
by the said Commandant or Commandant-General 
unless the person concerned has been given an oppor- 
tunity of being heard in his defence. 

(4) Any member of the Home Guards aggrieved 
by an order of the Commandant or Commandant- 
General 'made under sub-section (I) may appeal 
against such order to the- State Government or such 
authority as may be prescribed by rules made in 
that behalf within thirty days of the date on which 
he was served with notice of such order and the State 
Government or the authority, as the case may be, 
after hearing the appellant may pass such orders as 
may be considered fit. 

(5) The Commandant-General or the Statc 
Government may at any time call for an examinatioh 
of the ryxrd of any order passed by the Commandant 
under sub-section ( I )  for the purpose of satisfying 
thmseIves as to the legality or propriety of such 
order and pass such order as he or they think fit. 

(6) Every order, if no appeal is preferred there 
from as hereinbefore provided, and every order 
p s e d  in appeal or revlsion under this section s h d  
be M. 



(7) Any fine imposed under: this section may bs 
recovered in the manner provided by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 as if such fine were imposed 
by a Court. 

(8) Any punishment idicted on a m e m h  of 
the Home Guards under this section shall be in addi- 
tion to the punishment to which such member is 
liable under sub-section ( I )  of section 9 or any other 
law for the time being in fore. 

9. (1) If any member of the Home Guards,Aaerdaf 
on being called out under section 4, without 
able excuse neglects OF refuses to obey such order, 
or: to discharge his fun~tions as a member of the 
Home Guards or to obey any lawful order or direc- 
tion given to him for the -performance of his duties 
he shall, on conviction, be punishable with simple 
imprisonment for a term wbich may extend to three 
months, or with h e .  which may extend to two hundred 
and Mty rupees, or with both. 

(2) If any member of the Home Guards lNiIfully 
neglects or relfuses to deliver his certificate of appoint- 
ment or office or any other article in accordance 
with the provisions of subsection ( I )  of section 7, 
he s h d ,  on conviction, be* punishable with imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to one month, or 
with £ h e  which may extend. to one hundred rupees, 
or. with both. 

(3) NQ ~roceedings shall be instituted under 
subsection (1) or subscctiun (2) without the prwbm 
sanction of the Commandant-General. 

(4) A Police Otiiwr may arrest without warrant 
any person who commits an offence punishable unddr. 
subsection ( I )  or sub-section (2). 



R U ~  10. (1) The State Government may make rules* 
for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, such rsrles may 
provide for all or any of the following matters, 
namely :- 

(a) the exercise by any Ofier  of the Home 
Guards of the powers conferred by section 
4 on the Commandant and Commandant- 
General ; 

(b) the exercise of control by officers of the 
Police Force over members of the Home 
Guards when acting in aid of the Police 
Force ; 

(c) the organisation, appointment, conditions 
of service functions, discipline, arms, 
accoutrements and clothing of members 
of the Home Guards and the manner in 
which they may be calIed out for service ; 
and 

(d) any othcr matter required, or expressly or 
impliedly authorised, by this Act to be 
prescribed by rules. 

Home 11. Members of the Home Guards acting under 
Guarh to ba this Act shall be deemed to be public servants within 
public ,,,,, themeaningofsection21oftheTndianPendCode. 45,,18a 

H O ~ O  12. Not& lthstanding anything to the contrary 
?"&.not contained in any other law for the time being in force 
&qual~tlcd 
from con- a member of the Home Guards shall not be disquali- 
;$~!;1* fied for being chosen as or for being, a member of 
State the Orissa Legislative Assembly or af any local 

isIature authority merely by reason of the fact that he is a 
o r L l  
bodits. member of the Home Guards. 

For rula vide (9 Notscation No- 1688-C. D. 74/63, dated the 28b 
March, 1963 published In Drlssa Cmerte, Pi. XII, dated the 26th April, 1963, 
p. 898; (to NotiBcation No. 694-C, dated the 20th March, 1962, published 
in Qrba Gazette, Pt. In, dated thc 18th May, 1962,pp. 795-806. ': 
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