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'[THE ORBSk GOVERNMENT LAND SETIZE- 
R%EhT ACT, 19621 

[ Recgived the crsse?zt of tire Governor on the 13th 
Novern ber 1962, Jirst publislzed in an extra- 

~ r d i f i a ~ y  issue of the Orissa Gazette, 
dut~d  the 26th4Kovetnbs. 19621 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR SETTLEMENT OF GOVERNMENT 
LAND IN THE STATE OF OKISSA 

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Orissa 
in the Thirteenth Year of the Republjc of India, 
as follows :- 

I. ( I )  This Act may be caIIed the Orissa Govern-shod title, 

ment Land Settlement Act, 1962. extent and 
commence- 

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the State ofmentm 
Orissa. 

(3) This section shaU come into force at once 
and the remaining provisions of this Act shall come 
into force2 on such date as Government may, by 
notificatioa, appoint in tbat behalf. 

2. In this Act udess the Context otherwise D&jtion,. 
requires-- 

3[(a) 'Co llectr~r' shalI include an Additional 
District Magistrate; j 

'[(aa)) 'Government' means the State Government 
of Orissa ; 

(b) 'Government Imd' means any waste land 
belonging to Government, whether cultivab1c or not, 
recorded as House-site, Anabadi, Chot Jungle, Paratan 
patit, Nutan pat it, Par it yakta Bedakhali '[,Gochar] 
or by any other description, whatsoever ; 

(c) 'prescribed' means prescribed by mles made 
under this Act. 

1. For the Srntemenl OF Objets and Rwons, see Orissa Gazette, 
Extraordinary, datcd the 1 lth Scpftmbcr 1962 (No. 463 ). 

2. S ~ c ~ i o n s  2 to 9 camc into force with effect from tho 1st January 1963, 
vide v~tifi-mti n No. 43-GD (GI) -425!a-R., dated the 1st  January 1965, 
publishd m Or~ssct Gazerre, Ertraord~nary, dated the 1st Janunry 1965, 
( No. I 1. 

3-  inscrled by thc Orissa Government Land SettIement (Amendment 
and Validation) Act, 1974 (Or. Act 5 of 1974). s.2 (a) w. c ,  f, 1-2-1974, 

4. Remmbcrcd bi ibid.,w. c.  1. 1-2-1 974. 
5. Inxrled by tbe Orjssa Government Land Selllemt~L ( m d m r o t  sod 

Vdidatjon) Act, 1975 (Or. Act 48 of 1975), s.2. 



TBB O~WSA GOV~RNMENT LAND [ Or. Ad 

1 [ (d) 'Revenue Mcer'  'means any officer appoint- 
4 aa such by the Government to discharge any 
of the functions of a Rwtnu e mcer  under the pro- orim kt 
visions of the Orissa Land Reforms Act, 1960; 16 OF 1 9 ~ 1 .  

(e) 'Tahasildar' includes an Additional 
TabasiIdar.1 

nosemtion 3. 2[(1)] Notdthstanding anything to the contrary ond uIU* 
m a t  of in any law or any custom, practice or usage having the 
zg"mcaforce of law Government shall not be deemed to be 

debarred from exercising all or any of the following 
powers in respect of Government lands, namely :- 

(a) to reserve such portion of the lands as they 
deem proper for the purpose of being 
used as house-sites or for any communal 
or industrial purpose or for any other 
purpose whatsoever ; 

(b) to charge premium for settlement of any 
such land ; 

(c) to charge rent for the lands. so settled ; 
(6) to charge fees on applications for settle- 

ment of Iands and such other fees as 
may be necessary for or incidental-to the 
disposal of such application at such rates 
as may be.  prescribed and all such fees 
shall be payable in the prescribed manner ; 
and 

[(e) to authoris any oficer of Government 
not below the rank of a Tshsildar to 
dis ose of applications for settlement 
of /' ands and to settle the same in such 
manner as may be prescribed and subject 
to the provisions of sub-sections (2) and 
(3) :I 

'[Provided that no Government Iand recorded 
,as Gochar shall be reserved for any purpose men- 
tioned in clause a) or settled under clause (e)  without 
being de-resexve 6 in accordance wit11 the provisions 
contained in section 3-A.] 

1. h#rW by,tha Orissa Q o v m e n t  Land Settl~UIent (Arneudgcni 
md Validation) Act, I974 (Or. Act 5 of 1@74), s. 2 (b) w. r .  i. 1-2-1974. 

2. Renumbed by ibid., s. 3. W, t. r. 1-2-1 974. 
3. SubtihlN, by IbM . , 3. 3(i) w.  e. r. 1-2-1974. 

4. lmertod by tho Orbsa Oovcramcnt Land Se~tlcmcnt 
md yadation) As, 1975 (Or. Act 48 or 19751, s. 3. 

(Amendment 



( sec. 3-A ) 
1 (2) In the settlement of lands under clause (e)  

of sub-gction ( I ) ,  seventy per ceniutn thereof shall 
be settled with the persons belonging to  the Scheduled 
Tribs and the Scheduled Castes in proportion to 
their respective populations in the village in which the 
Iaods are situated ,and the remaining Iadds shall be 
set fled ,with the 0 t h ~  persons not belonging to the 
aforesaid categories : 

Provided that if sufticient number of persons 
belonging to the sforesaid categories are nrlt avail- 
able i n  tbe village in which the Iands are s:fuat,d, or  
being available, are not willing to accepr the settle- 
mont ofiand, so much ofthe land reserveo for the 
said persons as cannot be settled with them may be 
settled with other persons. 

(3) The settlement of lands under this section 
s h d  be made in the following order of priority, 
o amely :- 

Oriwi Act i6 
~f 1960. 

(a) co-opera tive farming societies for mcd by 
landless agricultural labourers ; 

(b) any landless agricultural labourers of the 
villageinwhich rheland is situate or of 
any neigh bouring village ; 

(c)  ex-servicemen or ~nembers of ille Armed 
Forces of the Union, i f  they belong to the 
village i n  which the lsnd is situatc; 

(4 lraiyats who personally cultivate not more 
than one standard acre of contiguous land ; 

~xp~r t t z l ion  -,In this clause the expression 
"Standard Acre" has the meaning 
assigned to it in the Orjssa Land Reforms 
Act, 1960; and 

[e)  in the absence of persons belonging to amy 
of the foregoiug categories, any othcr 
persons.] 

[ 3-A, ( I )  The Government may, by notification ,,,,, ,, ,=, 
in the OEcial Gazette,authorise any oficer, not beIow rt5:mt 

the rank of a Collector, to  de-reserve a:iy l;l!~d which laad- 
has been reserved under clause (a) of sectioi.. 3 ' [or 
any Government land recorded as Goc:~.r] or any 
portion thereof. 

I .  hscrtcd by thc Orissa Govcromcai Land Sc:(lcmcnt lAmcndmcat 
and Validslion) Act, 1974 (Or. Act 5 of 19741, s. 3 (ii) w. c. f. 1-1.1974. 

2- lnsortod by ibld . , 3. 4 v;. C. i. 1-2-1974. 
3. Znrertcdb~ the Orissz Clovcrnmcat Land Sctllrmcnt (Amcndmcnt 

a d  Validation) Act, I975 (Or. Act 48 01 1973, s. 4 (a) 
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(2) Any officer autl~ori~cd under s~b-section (1). 
shall, subject to sucl~'cou;liticlns and limitations as 
may be pwscribed, have power to  de-reserve any Iand 
referred ta in that sub-section or any s or ti on thereof, 
if such officer IS satisfird tbat sllch laad or portion 
thereof, as the case may be,- 

(a) is no longer required for the purpose for 
whic;~ it was reserved ; or 

(b) can nn longer serve the purpose for w h i ~ ~  
it was reserved ; or 

(c) is in exces of the reasonable requirement 
for the purpose for which i t  mas reserved : 

[ Provided tbat the officer so authorised shall, 
in.asscssing the reasonrib12 rcquircrncnt for  the 
purpgse of Gochar, follow the perscribed principles 
Iaying down the extent of Gochar laad to be set 
apart for use by the community.] 

Reuniption 343, ( 1 )  Any :\Ricer guthorised. under clause. (el 
oftand-and of ~ectiol:~ 3 may r:sume a;ly land settled by him, if 

imp-sltlon orinn,lu he has relispus to belikve that the person with whom 
the land was settled has used it for any purpose o ~ e r  
than that for which it was settled and may impose a 
penalty of an amount not exceeding onc hundred 
rupees on such person: 

Provided that no order under this sub-sectidn 
shall be psssed without giviplr such person, a Teason- 
able rlpportu oity of being heard in the matter. 

(2) Nothing io sub- section ( I )  shall apply.to any 
land settled for agricultural purposes under a per- 
manent Iease.1 

Strtlemcnt 
or char and 4. Nothing in any other law O r  custom or usage 
diara lands. having the force of law shall debar the Government 

from making a settlement of any -char or diara lands 
coming into existence after the date of commence- 
ment of this Act with such persons and subject to 
such .terms and conditions as Governient may deem 
f i t 4  

I .  1nGrted by the Orha Gcwmmant Land SeMcme~t  ( h ~ n d m ~ t  
snd ValidetidnJ Act, 1975 (Or. Act 48  of 1975), a. 4 (6). 



5. The provisions of section 61 of the 9rissa seaion 610' 
Orissa Tcos- Bih"and TenancyAct, 1913 ahall not agplyto 21ny GovernmentncyAct, 0 r i s . a  Act 2 

1913. land. 1913 not to 
aoply !o 
Oovernmcnt 
lands. 

'I §-A. ~otwithstanding anything t u  the contrary Preparation 
of xhernvs contained in any other law or j~ any custom, ,,,,,,- 

practice or usage having the folce of law,- m c ~ t  and 
devckpmat 
or Gochar (a) the Govelnxent may, i n  the  res scribed land,, 

manner, prepare a schcme for the 
management and development of Gochar 
lands and diEe~cnt schemes may be . 
prepared in respect of Gochar lands 
situate in different areas ; 

Orissa Act 
No- 1. of 
1965. 

where 211y such scheme hes bccn prepared 
in respect of any Gochar I-nd which vests 
in a Graina Sasan constitutecl under the 
Orissa Grama Panchcyat Act, 1964, the 
concerned Gi-ama Pan chaya t shall 'manage 
the Gochar lanci in accordance with such 
scheme ; aad 

(c) the Government Ray. if ir deems fit, take 
over any GocItar land for management 
and devel~pment in accordance with the 
scheme prepared in respect of such 
land. ] 

6. The rent payable in respect of any Govern- Revision 
ment land shall be liable t o  revision during settlement 2::::- 
~roceedin~s under the Orissa Survey and SettIernent dings. 

'[7. ( 1 )  An appeal shall Iic against any order Appeal 
made under section 3 or secticn 3-E- 

(a) where ssuch order is mad= by an officer 
bclcw the .rank of a Su bdivisional OEcer, 
to the Subdivisional OEcer ; 

Joscrled by the Oris73 G0:crnm:n t Land Scttlcrntnr (~mcndmcnt and 
Validation) Act, 1371 (Or. Act 5 ul'197-1), s. 5 ,  w ,  e .  f. I-I-19iJ 

2, Substilur.d by ibiil., s..6. w. c.  T. 1-2-1973, 



(b) where such order is mado by a Sub- 
divisional Officer, to the Collector; and 

(c) where such order is ~ a d e  by a Collector, 
to the Revenue Divisional Commissioner. 

(2) No appeal shall be entertained dnder sub- 
section-dl), ' unless it is  prefcrsd within thirty days 
from the date of the order appeder' against : 

Frovided that the appellate authority may ,admit 
an appeal preferred after the expiration of the afore- 
said period ,of thirty days if it is satisfied that the 
a p ~ ~ l h n t  had sufficient cause for not preferring it 
witbn that,-period. 

, (3) Every appeal preferred under this section 
shaH be heard aild disposed of in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

Revision 7-A. ( I )  The Collector may revise any order made 
under ,su bseztion (1) of section 7 by a Subdivisional 
Officer. and the Revenue Divisional Commissioner 
may revise any order made under that sub-sect ion by 
the Collector, if  an application is made by the 
aggrieved person withir a period of ninety day3 
from the date of the order: 

Provided that the Collector or the Revenue 
Divisional Csmmissioner, as the case may be, may 
-admit an application under this sub-section after 
the .expiration of the aforesaid period of ninety days 
if he is satisfied that the applicant had suacient cause 
for not niaking the application within that period. 

(2) All applications for revision under sub- 
section (11 shaU be heard and disposed of in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 

(3).   he Board of Revenue may of its own 
motion ox otherwise call for and examine the recods 
of any-$roceedinps in which any authority subordi- 
nate to it has passed an order under this Act for the 
purpose of satisfying itself that any such order was 
not passed under a mistake of fact or awing to fraud 
or misrepresentation' '[or on account of any m~terial  
irregularity in procedure], and may pass such order 
thereon as it thinks fit : 

1. I n m c d  by h e  O r i m  Government Land Seillcmcnt (Amcndmcnr) Act, 
1976 (Or. Act 38 01 1976), s. 2 (a). 



, . - Am, lm2 

Piovidedthat no order ' shall be passed mdol 
this subsection unl s s  the persun. . a8ec'ccted by tho 
proposed order has-been given a maronablQ oppor. 
W Q ,  of behg heard in tht'mttcr : 

1 [Provided further that no proceedings under this 
sub-section shall be initiated after the expiry of 
fourteen years from the date of.,j.e order.]] 

'18. The Government may, by notification in the Dalegation 
ObciaI Gazette, direct that any .power execisabIe. by ofpoWcrs. 

it under, this Act shall, subject !to such conditions; 
If any, as may be specified in the direction, be 
exercisable ' aIso by any authority not below the tank 
of a ,Revenue Officer. 

%A. ( I )  The Governolent may, by notifiction power to 

in the Official .Gazette and after previous publihtion, ru le  

make rules* for, carrying out  the provisions of this 
Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the 
generqlity of the foregoing ppww, the Government 

make rules in respect of a11 or any of the 
%wing matters, . namely :- 

(a) the raie of feesito be charged under this 
.. Act and the manner of payment thereof i 

(b) the,form and, the, manner in which an 
. -application for settlement of lands may be 
made and the .,manner ~f settlement of 
lards ; 

(c) the conditions and limitations subject - tcr 
which lands may be de-reserved ; 

(d) the preparation of Schemes ' for manage- 
ment and deveIopment of Gochar lands; 

fe) the procedure tq be folio wed in '.the dis- 
posd of appeals-and revisibns ; and 

I .  SubsUfutd by the Orissa Govcr~mml h d  Scltlement (Amendment) 
Ad, 1976 (Or. Act 38 of 1976), S. 2 (b). 

2, W r t e d  by thcOriasa Ctovernmmt Land Stttlcrneot (Amendment 
m d  Validrtion) Act, 1974 ( Or. Act 5 o f  1974). s. 7 w. e. L 1-2-1974. 

Forrda.  sot notiflcatiotl No. 59174-QE,-{Q 1)-92/63-R., d a t a  
. b. 16th OaobPr 1963, published in OHssa Garrrre, Extrao~dinary, dalcd b c  

~ctokr  1'%3(~0:813). 
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(f) any other matter which bas to be, or may 
be prescribed. 

(3) All mles made under this section shall, as 
soon as may be after they are made, be laid before 
the Legislative Assembly for a total period of 
fourteen days which may be comprised in one or 
more sessions and if during the said period, the 
Legislative Assembly makes modifications, if any* 
therein, rhe rules shall thereafter have effect only i n  
such modifigd form, so, however, that such modifica- 
tions shall be without prejudice to thc validity of 
anything previously done under the rules. ] 

9, If any doubt or dSculty-arises in giving effect 
Removal of 

to the provrs,ions of this Act, the Government may, 
doubts or as occasion fnay require, by order, do anything not 
difficu1tian inconsistent with the provisions of this Act or rules 

made thereunder, which appears to them necessary 
for the purposes of removing the doubt or disculty. 

ANNEXURE 

'[PROVISION OF THE ORISSA GOVERNMENT ~ N D  SEITLEFEN~ 
(AMENDMENT AND VALIDATION) Am, 1974 (OR. A m  5 OF 

1974) NOT INCORPORATED IN THE ORIGLNAL ACT] 

Validation 9. Notwithstanding anvthiag to the contrary contained in 
oractions the princigaf Act, no action taken or order passed by a 
mkcn by Tahasildar being the Chief OEcer in charge of the Rvonue 
TahPsildarSn gdhinistration of a Tahisil, under the principal, Act .within 

thc periad from the 1st day of February, 1974 to the,datc of 
commencement of this section shall be deemed to bc invali! 
mtrely on rbe ground that such Tahasildar was not duly autho- 
rised under. the principa1 Act and aH such actions taken end 
orders passed shall be deemed to have ken  takn  or assed; 
as the case may be, by a Tahasildar duly authoriscd uri er the 
principal Act as amendcd by this Act. 

i? 

- .- -- .Csmt inlo [ O K ~  W. c. f. 6th July 1974. 


