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ORISSA ACT 10 OF 1964 
I[ THE ORLSSA VESTING OF PZOBERTPE8 

( IN GRAMA S.4SAlu'S ) ACT, 1964 

[ Received t i i ~  ~~s.rer~t  of (Ire P I - C S ~ ~ ~ I I I  011 !he 411; 
Jtrne 1963, J t ; r f  p ublisltccl in rr;r exiraordil1n1:1) 

isslte of the Qrissa Gazcttc, cirited 
the 41h Jrdj) 19GB ] 

AN ACT FOR VESTING OF CERTAIN PRO:=ZRTIES IN 7:' 
GRAMA SASAN FOR BETTER hIANACjEM'IL?iT AN11 

CONTROL TlTEREOF AND VOli 
EXTINGU ISHhIENT OF 

RIGHTS THEREIN 

WHEREAS it is expedient in thc public intcrcst to 
provide for the vesting of the possessios, managc- 

ment and control of orchards, tanks and Irees 
bclor~ging to Government in the Granla Sasans for 
the better rna~l~gemeni, concro1 aud utilisatjou of 
such properties in the mrrl~ncr hereinafter zppearing ; 

It is hereby enacted by the Legislature of the 
Stcte of Orissrr in the Fifteenth Year of thc Republic 
of India, as follows :- 

I. ( I )  This Act may be called the, Orissi! Vesting ,,,,,, ,;,,, 
of Progorliss ( in Grama Sasans ) Act, 1964. ex.rrcnl and 

ConlnlcIlCCc- 

(2) It extends lo the whole of the State of 
Orissa. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as 
the Government may, by notification, appcint in 
that behalf. 

2. In this Act unless the context other~vise Dcfiniticw 

requires- 
(a)  "Claims Officer" means a Sub-divisional 

Officer and includes any other officer not 
being below the rank of a Deputy 
Collecior appcinted as such by Govcrn- 
ment ; 

(b) ('Government" m a n s  the State Govern- 
mcnt of Orissa; 

1. For slatcmcnt or Objccls and Rcasons src Orissu Gfi:lsrlte, Exrra. 
~rrli,mry, d a t e d  rhc 4th Mnrch 1963 (134)and ror Rcpott of sclcc; 
~ m i ~ l c t  see (bid, dalcd thc 26111 Scplcrnkcr 1963 (No. 679). 
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(c)  "Grams Sasan", "Gramn Panchayat" nncl 
"Grama Fund" s!lall ivespectivcly mean 
the Grama Sasan, Grarna Pancl~ayat and 
Grama Fund constitu led under the Orissa orics: ACL 

Grama Panchay als Act, 1948 ; 15 of 1g.13. 

( c l )  icprcscri bed" rneao s pfcscri bed by ru Ies 
made under this Act. 

vesting or 3, ( I )  Tile Colleclor may, in the public interest 
o rcIlard5 and 
anks bc~oog- by tloiice pub1 isIled i l l  the prescribed manner declare 

ing TO 
Govcrnmcnt- 

tke possession, management and control of a n y  
tank, orchard or tree belonging to  Governlnent tc 
have vested i n  the Grarna Sasan having jurisdiction : 

Provided that no such declaration shall be made 
in respect of any such property, wllerein any  village 
commuuity or a section tilereof has any rights, other 
than rights as were liable to be terminated wit l~out  

of compensation at any time by or o n  behalf 
of Government unless the Grana Panchayat ol' thz 
Gra~lla Sasan having jurisdiction, by rcsolutiori 
psszd  by two-thirds majority, cxplmesscs its willing- 
ness to  take over such property. 

(2) Upon a declaratio~l being made under sub- 
section ( I )  the rights, if any, of all pcl.sons including 
any village community or a section thereof in respect 
of such tank, orchard or tree shall stand ex t ingujsl~cd : 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall 
affect- 

(a) the customary use of water of sucll t a l k  
for purposes of drinking or bathing j or 

. . .  (b) any irrigation rights therein allowed under 
the law in force in the area. 

Filling o i  4. ( I )  Upon the extinguishment of rights under 
claims- ~ect ion 3 any person interested, wllose rights arc so 

extinguished may within sixty days from the date of 
of the notification under the said section . .. . . 

apply iu  iht3 prescribed manner to the Claims Officer 
having jurisdiction for determination of the compensa- 
tion, if any, paynblc in respect of such rights ; 

Provided that no compensation shall be payablo 
in respect of righis as were liable to bc terminated 
without paymcnt of compensation at any time by or 
on behalf of Government. 



(21 On rcmipt of at1 applicatioo under- sub- 
section (1) the Claims Officer shall after giving the 
parties conczrned and the concenlcd Grarna 
Pstnchayat an opportunity of being heard and after 
holding an enquiry in thc prescribed manner 
deterlni~le the nature of lhe rights and the com- 
pensation, if any, payable in respect thereof in 
accordance with the provisions of sub-section ( I )  of 
section 23 and section 24 of khc Land Acquisition 

1 , : I ~ N  Act, 1894. 

(3) The conlpensation determined by the CIaims 
ORicer under sub-section (2)  shall be p!id by 
Government in  the manner prescribcd. 

(4) Government shall have tile right l o  b:: 
implcadcd as party to thc proceedings bctbre the 
CIairns Officer. 

5.  (1 )  U p ~ n  a dedar-ntion being mndc: uiidcr Ta"nE.nYer 
~ o S S C ~ P ~ ~ T ~  

section 3, tllc Grczfr:a S a w n  conccincd shall: manago 
subjeci to such condi~ions itud restrictions as may he ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ ! ~ ; ; ~  

prmcsci'i bed bc cnt itlcd to the possession, maungement ifi Grarna 
and control of thc property i n  r2spect of ~vl~ich sucIl SaSms. 

declaration has been n ~ a d e  and in the cvcnt of any 
obstruction in taking ovcr posscssion of any cuc!~ pro- 
party t l ~ c  Gramn Sasnn may apply lo tIzc Ccllector 
who take such stcps as may be necessary to put 
t l ~ e  Grarna Snsan in possessiou or tllc propcrt y. 

(2) Thc inca~l'te from the aforesaid propsrties 
sllall be credited to the Grains Fund. 

(3) The accounls i n  respect of such properties 
sl~all be maintained i n  the prescribcd ftlanner. 

S p ~ ~ i a l  pro- 6. (1) The provisions of this Act and tlie rules \ ,. lsrons :' ill 

and ordcrs made thereunder shall, so far as may be, rcspcsr or 
apply i n  relation l o  a tank, orchard or trec belofig- E:s'$ics 
Ing to Government, thc possession, management and VCS~CCI. 

control whereof hss vested in the Granla Sasarl in 
pursuance of an order made by Governincn t before 
the date of commenczmn~t of this Act and shall, 
subject lo thc provisions of sub-section (2), havc 
force and effect 25 fully and effectively as i f  the 
vesting of possession, management and control of 
such propcrt y in the Grarna Sasnn had bcen effected 
under this Act on the date q f ~ r c ~ a i d  : 
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(Sec. 7) 

Provided t h a t  nothing herein contained sha1 1 

have the effect of cxti~lguishiag ally righis in sucy 
propcsty validly created i n  favour of al ly  perso n he 
the Grama .?asan zt any iime artcr thc date of the 
orders of Government as aforesaid. 

(2) 111 respect of any tank, orcliard or tree to 
which the of sub-section ( I )  apply- 

(0) a declaration spl:ciryi ng such propcrty shall 
be deemed to  have been made by the 
CoIlector ~ n d e r  section 3 on the date of 
comcncement  of this Act ; 

(b)  an appZicxtio n under sub-section ( I )  of 
secticl t  4 may be made within sixty days 
from thc date of commencement of this 
Act j and 

(c) all proceedings pending on the said date 
in ail!! civil or reveme c o ~ r t  or before 
my olhcr revenne c?1!thoi4ity in so far as 
they :~latc t o  any rights extinguished 
by the opzrat ion of this Act shall stand 
o nnu lied. 

(j) The piovisious cf this sectiorl sllall have 
cf ect notwithsianding a i ~ y  thing ro i l ~ c  contiaj.~ 
coniained j ! ~  any  otllcr law or con:.ract or in any 
judg~n;=nt, decree or order of any court or other 
a u t h ~ r i  ty. 

Withdrawal 
front milnagc- 

7- (1) If at any time it lippears to Government 
rncn I. that- 

(a) [he Grama Szsxn is not  capable of e a -  
ciently illariagin; any property specified 
in any d e c l a i . ~ t i o ~  made under section 
3; or 

@)i t  is otherwise necessary in the public 
intcrest so to do, 

they may by order direct that the possession, 
manzgement and control of such properties shall 
stnnd transferred tc -[he Governn~cnt : 

Provided that on such order being made:- 
((!) the Gnilna Sam11 sllail be entitled lo 

such compensation as may be detcrnmined 
by Governmmt in respect of improve- 
ments of a perlnanerlt nature, if any, 
effected by the Cran~a  Sasan at its oivg 
C O E I ;  and 
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( h )  the rights, if any, created in favour of 
any pc~son by thc Graina Sasau at any 
time during the period such Gralna 
Sasan remained in possession shall stand 
extinguished and such pcrson shall. bc 
entitled to cornpensatlan, so far as may 
be, in accordance with the provisions of 
section 4 on an application made in 
that behalf within sixty days from the 
date of the said order. 

(2) On and from the date of the order made under 
sub-section (I) the declaration under section 3 shaIl 
cease t o  have effect and the income of such 
property after the said date shall be credited to the 
Consolidated Fund of the State. 

8. (I) Any person aggrieved by any decision of A P ~ C ~ I  rind 
the Claims Oficer under section 4 may, w i t l ~ i n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Omnnd 

thirty days from the date of the order, prefer an iurisJiclion 
appeal before the Revenue Divisional Cornniissiolzer of Cir il 

courts. 
]laving jurisdiction. 

(2)  Any person aggrieved by any order passed 
in  an appeal under sub-section ( I )  may, within 
ninety days from the date of such order, file an 
applica110.n for revision on a question of law 
before the High Courtb 

(3) Subject t o  the decisions in appeaI or revision 
if any, under rhe preceding sub-sec~ions aII 01-dcrs 
made under this Act shall be final. 

(4) No Civil. Court shal! have jurisdiction t o  
entertain any suit or proceeding so far as it relates 
to any matter which any oficer or other competent 
authority isempowered by or under this Act to 
dzcide. 

Expla~tafio~;-For the purposes of this section 
" person " shall include Gover nmcot. 

9. (I) The Claims Officer, Collector and the Aulhori,ics 
Revenue Divisional Commissioner shaII fcr Ihe lo  cxercies 

purposes of this Act have the same powers as are ccrrai\l 
pDlvcrs of 

vested in a CiviI Court under the Code of Civil civi l  cour t .  , of 1908 Procedurz, 1908, when trying a suit in respect of- 
(a) summoaiug and enforcing the attelldance of 

witnesses and examining then1 on  oath; 
(b) rrequil-jng the discovery and productiori of 

documents; 
[10-73(a) Lnw I 
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( c )  receivine evidcnce on affidavit; and 
( r l )  such other nlattcrs as may be prescribed. 
(2) All enquiries and proceedings bcfore the 

aforesaid au tho~.ilies under this Act shall be deemed 
to be juclicii:l p ;~ocecd i a~s  v:jthio the meaning of 
sections 193, 219 a i ~ d  228 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 45 of IS. o 

Power to 
make ru1e-a. 10. (1) The Govelhnment may make ruIes to 

carry out the pnihposes of llzie Act. 
(2). In particular and without prejudice l o  tho 

generality of the fbregoing power, such rules may 
p~.ovide for- 

(a) the  proccdurs to be followed by the Clainls 
Ollicer, Collzctot and tire Revcnue Divisional 
Cor~~rnissioner ~vIli~c proceedins under 
any of I h e  provisioiis of [his Act; 

(b) ;he forms of spplications, notices, and 
boolcs or nccouut; 

(c) ali o~her  matters n*l~ich under the provisions 
of this Act are required to be or may be 
prescribed. 

(3) All made ulzdel- this section shall bc laid 
before the Legislutive AsselllIy as soon as possible 
after they arc made for a total period of fourteen 
days v~hich  m;ly be coil~yrjsed in one or more 
sessions and shall be subjcct to such modifications 
as the Assembly may illake during the said period. 

Act to orcr- 11. Savc as otllerwise expressly provided the 
ride othcr 
laws. provisions of this Act shaIl have effect, notwith- 

standing anything to the contrary in any other 
law, custom, or usage or ag'eernent, sanad or other 
grant or i n  any decree or order of Court or any 
other authority. 

Power to  12. If any doubt or difficulty nriscs in giving 
r c m o v c effect t o  the provisions of this Act Government 
doubls and 
ificulties, may, as occasion may I-equirc, by ortler, do anyt l~ iug  

noi imconsistellt with thc provisions or this Act or 
the rules made thereunder, which appears to then1 
~lecessary for purposes of removing the doubt or 
diflj!icuI ty. 




