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ORISSA ACT 17 OF 1967 

' [ T m  ORISSA GRAMA W S H X  ACT, 19671 
[Received the assent of the Govermo?. on the 29fh 

JtiIy 1967, firsf pubIislzed in an e,t-trao~'dit~ur~) 
isszre of the Orissa Gazcttc, dc~terl 

the 29th Jzdy 19671 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGULATION OF GRAMA 
RAKSHIS IN THE STATE OF oRISSA 

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Orissa in tbe Eighteenth Year o r  the RcpubIic 
of India, as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be callcd the Ori .sa Gsama Short title. 
Rakshi Act, 1967. extent and 

, , commence rr.enl. 
(2) It shall extend to the wl~ole of the State 

of Orissa. 
(3) It shall colve into forcz at once. 
2. In this Act unless the cotltext otherwise Definitions 

requires- 
(#) u G ~ ~ e r n m e n t "  means the State Govern- 

ment of Orissa ; 
: (b) "Grama Panchayat" and "VilIage" shaII 

have the same meanings as have been 
Orissa Act I 

. respectively assigned to them in the Orissa 
of 1965. Grama Panchayat Act, 1964 ; 

(c)  "Prescribed" means prescribed by rules 
madhnder  this Act ; 

(4 all other words and expressions used in 
this Act but not defined herein shaII have 
the same meanings aa have been respect- 
ively assigned to th,em in the Police 

5 of 1861 Act, 1861. 
3. Notwithstanding anything contained in any 

other law, for the villages within the State there;:E;ma 
shaU be a Grama Rakshi Force which shall beForce, 
constituted in such manner as may be prescribed 
and shall consist of such number of Grama Rakshis 
as Govimment shalI determine. 

- 1 .  For Statement or Objxts and Reasons see Orirsu Goze~re, Exttaodinary, 
dated the 27th July 1961 (NO. 948) 
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Administra- 4. Thc administration of the Grama Rakshis 
lionand within a district shall, subject to the control and 
control of 
Gwlm direction of the Revenue Divisional Commissioner, 
hkshis. vest in thc Magistrate of the district. 

A wintrnent 5. (1)  The Magistrate of the district may appoint 
OPurarn@ ~;lkshis.  within his j~lrisdiction persons having thc prescribed 

qualifications to be Grama Raksbis. 

(2) The manncr of appointment, pay, allo~~inces 
and other conditions of service of the Grama Rakshis 
shall be such as may be prescribed. 

(3) The Magistrate of the d,istri~;t may, with 
the approval of the Revenue Divisisnal Commi- 
ssioner, delegate his powers under su b-section ( I )  
to the Superintendent of Police of the district or 
to any Subdivisional Officer within -the district to 
be exercised within their respective jurisdictione. 

Powcrs nnd 
duties of 

6. No twithstandiag anything contained in the 
Gram t Cnde of Criminal Procedure, 1898, every Grama 5 ,r 1898 
Rakshis. Rakshi shall exercise and discharge the following 

powers and duties, namely : - 

(a) to give immediate i'nfoma%ion to the 
officer-in-charge of the police-station 
within whose local- limits,. .the village, of 
which he. is the GTama.Ra&shi, is situate, 
of every unnatu~al, suspicious or sudden 
death which , may occur a,pd ofi every 
oEence spg~sed , in-  the t~hedule which is 
committed in such viuage ; 

fb) to Keepthe police informed of 'all disputes, 
which are likeIy- to lead to a riot or 
serious affray ; 

(c) to the ,.best of his ability, to pretv,eqt and 
interpose, for the purpose--of praventiqg 
the com.rnis~ion af any offence spec&ed: 
in the.Schedule ; 

(d )  to assist private .persons: in ,mak. . su& 
arrests as they may Javrlfully make and 
to rep,ort such arrests without .delay .to 

, the officer-in-charge of the- afo&said 
pclice-station ; 



(c) to observe and from time to time, to report 
to the oficer-in-charge of the aforesaid 
police-station the movements of all 
bad characters and also of the ,arrival 
OF any suspicious characters witbin his 
jurisdiction ; 

(f) to report the births and deaths, which 
have occurred within his jurisdiction to 
the oficcr-in-charge of the aforesaid pcfia- 
station at an interval of fifteen days ; 

(g) to supply any local information which the 
,Magistrate of the district, SubdiVisibnBl 
Offiser or any police oficer may reipire ; 

(Ii) to assist the Grama Panchayat and the 
Revenue Officers within whose local-limits 
he is appointed, in making collecti~ins 
of taxes levied by the Grama Paochapt 
and of dues.payable to Goveriirhelit a d  
to assist the Grams-Panbhayat iil serving 
the not ices issued by it and calling pafsons 
to attend at a11 meetings convened by it ; 

(i) ;to assist thc .police officsr~ in investigation 
of offences and in identificatibn of 
witnases, -persons summohed by a' court, 
and persoas agaifist whom warrarits of 
arrestrhave. been issued by a C60t.t ; 

( j )  to report immediately to the offcer-in- 
charge ofmthk aforesaid policeist ation .any 
damage to any protected mofiIIirIGn1 '6r 
public property ; 

:(k) to rgulate and cmttol the XraBc ih 'the 
stg&f s, a n,d to prevent o bst ructbns .,there- 
in; 

( I )  to take care of Government land, orchards, 
trees and other Government . p r o p ~ t y  
,enstrusted to him; a-nd 

(m) to exercise and perform such other powers 
and duties n,s may be prescribed. 

'7. ( I )  Subject t o  the rules made in that behalf,$n$~~~;~ 
the appointing authority shall have the power to  h k 3 h l s  for 
suspend, dismiss or fin,c up to an amount of;;f~t;~r 
ten ~lrupees, any G r a m  ,Ra kshi under his cantrolj 



THE OKISSA GRAMA RAKSHI ACT, 1967 [Or. Act 

if the Gral-na Rakshi without reasonable cause 
negkcts or refuses to exercise the powers or discharge 
the duties conferred or imposed on him by or 
under this Act or to obey any lawful order or 
direction given to him for exercising and performing 
his powers and duties cr is guilty of any breach of 
discipline or misconduct. 

(2) When the appointing authority passes an 
order suspending fining or dismissing any Grama 
Rakshi under sub-section ( I )  he shall record such 
oreer with the reasons therefor and note of 
the enquiry in writing and no such order shall be 
passed unless the Grama Rakshi concerned has been 
given an opportunity of being heard ia his defence. 

(3) Any Grama Rakshi aggrieved by an order 
made under sub-section ( I )  may prefer an appcal 
against such order before the prescribed authority 
within thirty days of the date of communication of 
such order and the said authority, after hearing the 
appellant, may pass such order as he thinks 
fit. 

(4) The Revenue Divisional Commissioner may 
at any time call for and examine any record far the 
purpose of satisfying himself as to the Iegality or 
propriety of any order passed under sub-section ( I )  
or under sub-section (3) and pass such order as be 
thinks fit .  

(5) Every order passed under sub-section ( I )  
sball, subject to orders, if any, passed under sub- 
section (3) or under sub-section (4), be final. 

(6) Any fine imposed under this section may be 
recovered in the manner provided by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, 1898 as if such fine were imposed 5 of 1898 
by a Court. 

G r a m a  8. The Grma Rakshis acting under this Ace 
Rakshis t? shall be deemed to be public servants within the 
be servants. pubIlc meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 45 of r 860 

 POW^ t to 9. ( I )  The Government may, by notification, 
makcrulw. make rules* for carrying Out the purposes of this 

Act. 

. *For the Chis- Gramn Rakshi Rulcs, 1967 see Notification No. 4074-p. 
di~fcd thc 6th February 1967 published in Orissa Gazette, Ehln ordinary! daled 

the 7th February, I967 m o .  125). 





Offences for which a Grama Raks hi may give 
'information. 

(See sectiorz 6)  

Murder, culpable homicide, rape ( when the 
offender is not the husband of the woman raped), 
dacoity, robbery, theft, mischief by fire, house 
,breaking, counterfeiting coins, voluntarily causing 
grievous hurt, riot, . administering stupefying drugs, 
kidnapping and all attempts and prepsrations to 
.co-mmit and, abetment of the said offences. 

. ,  , - - .- 


