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ORISSA ACT. 18 OF 1984
I[THE ORISSA CIVIL COURTS ACT, 1984]

(Received the assent of the President on the 30th July 1984, first published in an
extrordinary issue of the Orissa Gazette, dated the 10th August 1984.)

_ AN ACT TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO CIVIL COURTS IN
- ORI58A

BE_ij coacted by the Legislaturc of the State of Orissa in the Thirty-filth
Year of the Republic of India, as (ollows ;—

Short tile, 1. (1) This Act may be called the Orissa Civil éuurls Act, 1984,
extent and ) - .
:g:g?enw (2) 1t extends to the whole of the State of Orissa.

*(3).1t shall come, inlo force on such daie as (he Staté Government may, by
notification, appoint In this behalf,

Classes of 2. (1) There shall be the [following classes of Civil Courts under this Act,
Civil Courts. namely - : ; ' '

(@) The court of the Distriot Judge which shall include the Court of the -
Additional District Judge; : : _

() The courl of the Subordinate Judge which shall include the court of the
Additional Subordinaté Judge; and .

- {c) The qol;rt of thé munsif which shall include the court of the Addilional -
 Munsif. : '

{2) The court of the District Judge shall be the principal court of origing)
civil jurisdiction in the district.

Explanation:—For the purposc of this sub-section the expression “District Judge’ .
shall not include an Additional District Judge.

Number of 3. The State Governent may, from time to time, on the recoamendation of

Cours, the High Court, determine the number of courts of District Judges, Additional District
Judges, Subordinate Jupdes, Additional Svbordinate Judges, Munsifs and Additional .
Munsits.

Vacancies In . 4. (1) Whenever the officc of thie District Judge o: of the Subordinate Judge is

the ofices vacant by reason of death, 1esignation or removal of the Judge, or due to any other
of District  reason, or whenever an increase in the number of courts of District or Subordinate
gtIt'IJscsdand Judges has been made under the provisions of Section3,the vancacy wmay ‘'be filled
Jllild::n 08¢ yp by appointment, in the case of a District Judge, by the Governor  in consultation

' with the High Court and in the casc of a Subordinate Judge,by the High Court.

(2) The High Court may appoint a District Judge or a Subordinate Judge to
discharge, for such périod as it thinks fit, in addition to the functions devolving on
him as such District Judge or Subordinatc Judge, all or any of the functions of
another District Judge or Subordinate Judge, as the casc may be.

5. (1) Whenever thie business pending before any District Judpe requiresthe aid
of Additional Tudges for its speedy disposal, the Govcrnor may, after consultation
with the High Court, appoint such number of Additional Judges as may be necessary.

Addltional
Judge.

(2) The Additional Judges so appointed shall, subject to the general or special
order of the High Court, discharge all or any of the functions of the District
Judge as are assigned to them cither under this Act or under any other law for
the time being in force andin discharge of such functionsthey shall exercise :the: same
powers as a District. Judge. .

1. For Statement of obje¢ts and  racsons sec Orissa Gazatre  EXtraordinary, dated the
5th March 1984 {No. 295) : - Lo -

*Came info force w..¢. f 1st January 1985 vide S.R.O. No, 1441/84 publishéd in an -
Batraordlnary issue of the Orissa Gazeira, Bxtraordinary dated the 22nd December 1984 (N6, 22+°'30).



Adminisita-

of courts.

230"
THE ORISSA CIVIL COURTS ACT, 1984
{ Orissa Act 18 of 1984 ]
{Seca. 6—9) ' ‘
6. Subject to the superintendence of the ngh Court, the District Judge, shall

tive control have administrative coamtrol over all the Civil Courts under this Act within - the

Temporary
charge of

District
Courts.

Traosfer of
proceedings
on vacation
of office of
subordinate
Judge or
Munsif.

. Pewer to fix
local lirnits
of jurisdic-
tion of
Courts,

local limits of his jurisdiction.

7. (1) In the event of the death, resignationm, r¢moval or tranmsfer of a Diutrict |
Tudge, o1 of hus being incapacitatcd by illness or otherwise for the performance of-
his duties, or of his absence frcm the place at which his coust is held and unless
any other arrapgtmcent has been mode by the High Court, the Additional: District Judge
or if an Additional District Judge is not present al (hat place, the seniormost
judicial officer exercising civil powers present and available thereat shali, without
relinquishing his ordinary duties, assume charge of the. office of the District Judge
and shall’ continue in charge thereof until the office is resumed by thc District
Judge, ov assumed by an officer appointed thereto.

(2) While in charge of the office of the District Judge, the Addilional District,
Judge or the seniormast judicial officer exercising civil powers, as the case may be
ray, subject to any riles which the High Court may make in this behalf, exercise
any of the powers of the District Judge. - 5

= 8. (1) Ia the event of the death, resignation or removal of a Subordinate Judge
or of his being incapacitaled by illness or otherwise for the performance of his
duties or in the event of his absence from the place at which his court is held, the
District -Yudge may transfer all or any of the proceedings pendinginthe court of the
Suboruinate Judge either to his own court or to any court under his admiinistrative
contral competent to dispose of them : : . :
Provided that the District Judge may transfer to the court of the Subprdipate
Judgé or hkis successor any proceedings tiansfeired to his or any other court; -

Provided further that in respect of proceedings not pending in the Court of
Subordinate Judge, on the occurrence of an event referred to above and with respect
to whichii the Suboidinate Judge has exclusive jurisdiction, the D:smct Judge may
exercise all'or any of the jurisdiction of that court. .

(2) Proceeding transferred under sub-section (1) shall be disposed of as if
they had been instituted in the court to which they are so trasferred.

- (3) Tie provisions contained in sub-sections (1) and (2) shall, mutatis and mutan-
dis, apply to proceedings pending in the court of a Munsif. e - 1o 5

e " ) . ] K
9. (1 The State Government, may in consulation with the .High Court and
by mnotification, fixand alter the local limits of the juriscittion~of any- le Court
established under this Act.

(2) If the samc local jurisdiction is assigned to two or more Subordinate
Judges or two or more Munsifs, the district Judge may, subject to any general
or special orders of the High Court, assign to each of them such civil business
cogmzablc by the Subordmate Judge or Munsif, as the case may be, - as he thinks
fit - '

Provided that a decree or orderpassed by the Sub ordinate Judge or Munsif
shall not be invalid by reason only of the case in  which. it was made having arisen
whelly- or in part in a place beyond the local area 'of which the civil business --
is assigned by the District Judge, if the place is within the local limits fixed by.
the State Government under sub-section (1), ]

'(3) A Iudge of a Court of small causes appointed to be also’ a' Subordinate
Tudge or Muasif, shall be deemed to bea Subordmate Judge or Munmf as the case
may, be,. for- the purposes of this section. .
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THE ORISSA CIVIL COURTS ACT, 1984
{Orissa Act 18 of 1984].
(Secs. 10—15)

10. The Slate Government may, in consulation with the High Court and by

notification, fix and alter the placc of sitting of any Civil Court established under @

this Act,

11. (1) The Civil Covrls in the State shall remain closed on such days as the
High Court, in consultation with the State Government, notifies in the official gazette
for the whole of the State or for any local area.

(2) The Civil Courts shall have three vacations each year viz. Summer,Dasera
and Winter an(d the total period of the three vacations inclusive of Sundays’ and
other holidays allin® withinthem shall not exceed slxty days and the High' Court
hall fix the period of each vacation.

.t 1

(3) Notv.'lthstand.lng anythmg contalned inthi. Act o1 in the Code of Civil
Procedure, 1908, the High Court may, by general or special ordet, make such arran- 5 of 1908
gement as it deerns fit for the disposal of urgent matters arising : dunng the' vacations.

" (4) The Jurisdiction of the vacation Judge shall extend. to such maltexs ds the
hgih Court may, by order, detcrmine. g

-+ (5) Notwithstanding any arfangement made under sub-section {3) or sub-section
(4), all the Civil Courls shall, for the purposes of the Limitation Act, 1963 beasof 1963
deemed. to be closed during the three vacations.

. (6) A Judicial act done by a Civil Court on ‘a holiday notified assuch shall
not be invalid by reason only of its having been done on such hol:day unless it has“
caused prejudice to any party. .

"12. Bvery Civil Court established under this Act shall use sea] of such form and.
dimensions as aré prescribed by the High Court,

13. (1) Where any Civil Court established under this Act bas frcm any cause
ceased to have jurisdiction with respect to any case,-any proceedmgs in relation to’ that
case which,.itthat court had not ceased to have jurisdiction might have beenhad therein, -

may be had in the courtto whichthe business of the formercourt has been -trasferred: -

: Prowded that it such proceeding relates to a part-hea:d caseit shall cont:nuc in..
the file of the court ceasing to bave jurisdiction up to the stage of delivery cf the
judgement.

_ (2) Nothing in this section shall applyto cases for which preyision is made in .
sections 36, 37 and 114 of, and rule 1 of Order XLVII in Schedule I to, the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 or in any other enactment for the time being in force,

~ _14. Save as otherwise provided by any enactment for the timebeing in force'the
]urlsdlctlon of a District Judge or Subordinate Judge extends subjectto the provisions -

of section 15 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, to all orgmal su:ts for the 5 of 1008
time " being OOSDIanlc by Civil Courts oL, °

r'H

15 (1) Save as aforesaid, the Jurlsdrcnon of a Munsif extends to all llke suits of -
wh:ch the value does not exceed four thousand rupees. ,
(2) The High Court may, by nonﬁcauon. with respect to any -Munsif named
therein, direct that his jurisdiction shall extend to all like suit of _.such.value not
exceeding ten thousand rupees as .may be specified in the notification.,,.; -

ot e v, I

5 of 1908
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THE QRISSA CGIVIL COURTS-AGT;;1984
[:Oriss Act 18 of 1984 ]
(Sces. 16—18)
. 16. (1) Save as otherwise provided by any enactmcnt for the time beingin -force,—

(a) an appeal from a decree or order of a District Judge or Addluonal'
District Judge shail lie to the High Court ; :

() an appeal shali not lie to the ngh Court from a decrcc or order ofa
Additional District Iudge in' any case, in which il the same had’ been
made by the District Judge an appeal would not lie to the High Court,

(2) aﬁw: as aforesa:d an appeal from the decrec or order of a Suborqmate_
1l 11e-— ) .

(a) to the DlSlI!c[ Judge, where the value of the original suit in which or
in any proceeding arising out of which the dccree or order was madc
du:l not exceed [ope lakh ropees] ; and

) .10 the High Court, in any other case.

. (3) Save. as aforesaid, an appeal from the decree, or order afa M‘unsd‘ sha)l
lie to the District Judge. o .

(4) Where the fonction of receiving any. appeals which'lie to the Districi Judge
undqz smb-section (2} or. sub-section (3) has been assigned to 'ap -Additional District.

- (5)The High Court may, by notification, direct that any.or alliappeals rcfcrred
to in sub-section(3) shali;be preferred in the Court of any subordimdté,) Judge micn-
tioned in the notification, and the appeals shall, therevpon, bespreferred accordingly

. 17.:(1) Any appeal pending before a District Judge from thic idétree. or order
of a Munsif may be transferred by the District. Judge to any Subordipate Judge -
under his adminisirative control.

(2) T,he Djslnct Jndge may withdraw -any appeal 50 lransl‘cncd and c:thcr hear
and:. dispose “of - it Himself or uansferred it to a Courl uudcr his, admlmslmlwc

control ‘competemt to dispose of it, | N

(3) Appeals transferred under this section shall be disposed .of subject to 'the
1ulg§-fappli¢i1bl¢ =tol-'like appeals when disposed of by the Diqtrrct Judge.

18. (1) The hugh Courl may, by gereral or special order, authorise any Sub-

under Indmn ordinate Judge to take cognizance of, or any District Judge to trapsfer to. 3 Sub-

Zuccession
Act, 3925,

ordinate ‘Judge - under -his’ administrative control, amy' proceedings, orclass of
proceedings under t_];e Indian Successmn Act, 1925 which cannot be dlsposcd by a 39 of 192§

District Dalegate.

Explanation— District Delegate” means a District Delegate wnthm the mearung 390f 1925
of section 263 of the Indian Succession Act, 1975, )
(2) The D:stnct Judge may withdraw any proceeding referred to in  sub-s ction'- '
(1) to his own_file and may dispose of them him.elf o: may transfer them to a compe
tent court under his administrative,control.

(3) Proceedings taken cogmzance of by ortransferredto a Subordinate Judge
shall be disposed of by him according to the rules apphcab]c to hke progeedmgs
when dea.lt w-th by the D:strlct Judge. _

1, Subaituted bylho Omsa' Act nf 11 of 1991. s, 2.
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.+ THEORISSA CIVIL-COURTS-ACT, 1984
© [Orissa Act -18 of 1984]
(Secs. 19—23)
conferrig 19. The High Court may by notification, épnfer, wilh}jn"‘suéh,—’local-.Iimits as it
jurisdiction thinks fit,upon any Subordinate Judge or Munsif or jurisdiction totry suits under
under smell the Provineial small Cause Courts Act 1587 upto such amount as it may decm

‘C:g:’f:'s Act, Proper but not exceeding inthe case of a Subordinate Judge the value oftwe thousand
T * and five hundred rupees and in the case of a Munsif one thousand rmpees,

9 of 1887,

ln\];cs;iqg 20. (1) The High Court may, by mnotification, inVest any :Subordinate Judge

%d::gl':a?ttﬁ within such local limits and subject to such pecuniary limitations as it'may deem fit, with

powers - :aJ.n all or dny of the powers of a District Judge under any of the following Acts, namely:—

, -under cert oo . - - - - Lo
Acts, ¢/} Indian Divorce Act, 1869 4 of 1869
_ _ (i) The Guardians and Wards Act, 1890 S U of 1990
o R {11} Thé Hindu Minority and Guardianship Ai:-t,‘ 1956, apd‘. o c _32 of 1956
(v) The Indian Lupacy Act, 1912. o e 1912

'(2) An appeal against every order made bya Subcrdinate _Iudgé,:by_ _‘(jrtiigdfi the:
. powers conferred upon him under sub-section (1) shall _I1_e te—' U

(i) the District Court when the amount or value of the subject matter is less
R . than twenty-five thousand supees; and ' K-

S
o) )

’ (n) the High Court: in ,qth'exj- “cases.
T o LI ' ‘ Vi - --._FIE. ’ ) - e - :
(3) An appeal against every order of the District Judge passed im an appeal
under sub-section (2) shall Jie to the High Court under the rules contained in the s of 1908
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 applicable 1o appeals from appellate decrees,

Powers of 21. (1) The State Government may, after consultation with the High Court,
th:)IIhCourls invest any officer with the powers of any Civil Court under this Act by name or
o%ic;rg?r by virtue of office.
(2) Where the place at which the Court of such officcr invested with powers
under sub-section (1) is to be heid has not been fixed under Section 10, he may hold
court at any place within the local limits of his jurisdiction.

(3) Nothing in Section 3,4, 5, 7,or 8 shall apply to such officer, but all other
provisions of this Act shall, so far as those provisions can be made appliccable,
apply tohim as if he were a judge of the Court with the powers of which heis
invested.

22. (1) Where in any suit or other proceeding it is necessary for a Civil Court
Rule of todecideany question regarding succession, inheritance, marliage or casle or any religi-
decisions. s usage or institution, the personal law of the parties, bethey Hindus or Mohamme-
dans, as the case may be, shall form the rule of decision, except in so far as _uch

law has, by legislative enactment, been altered or abolished.

{2) In cases not provided for by s_ub-section_ (Dor by any other law for the
time being in force, the Court shall act according (o Justice, equity and geod conscience.

23 (1) The presiding officer of a Civil Court shall not try any suit or other

f,‘;.“f,';n‘;";‘n” proceeding to which he is a party or in which he is personally interested.
which he is
f:f::’;f‘g (2) The presiding officer of an appellate Court under this Act shall not hear an

appeal against a decree or order passed by himself in another capacity.

(3) When any such suit, proceeding or appeal as is referred to in sub-section (1)
or sub-section {2) comes before any such officer, he shall forthwith trapsmit the
record of the case to the Courtto which heis immediately subordinale with a
report of the circumstances atlending the reference.
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THE ORISSA CIViL COURTS ACT, 1984
[ Orissa Act 18 of 1984 )
( Secs. 23—25)

{4} The superior Court shall, thercupon, dispose of the case under Section 24
5 of 1948

-of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1508,

{5} Nothing in this Scction shall be dcemed to affect the extraordinary o1iginal
civil jurisdiction of the High Court,

Explaration—The Picsiding Officer of a court subject to thé administrative control
of the District Judge shall be deemed to be immediately Subordinate to the Court
of such District Judge and for the purposes of the Code of Civil Procedure

1908, the court presided over by such an officer shall be deemed to be of a.- grade 5 of 1968
inferior to that of the court of the Distriet Judge. : e

24. The provisions conlained in Sections 11, 22 and 23 shall apply to courts
of small causes constituted upder ihe piovincial shall Cause Couits Act, 1887 g o 1387
and save as otherwisc provided in that Act, the other provisions - of this Act shali
not apply to such courts. :

25. (1) With cffect from the date of coming into force of this Act, the Bengal,

Agra,and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887 shall stand repealed in its application y2 of 1487
to the State of Orissa, 1

(2) Notwithstanding such repeai, all courts constituted, appoinfiments made,
rules framed, notifications and orders issued, jurisdictions and powers conferred
and lists published under the - Act so repealed shal be deemedto have been

respectively constituted, made, framed, issued, conferred and published under this
Act,
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ANNEXURE

[PROVISION OF THE QRISSA CIVIL COURTS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1991
(ORISSA ACT 11 OF 1991) NOT INCORPORATED )
IN THE ORIGINAL ACT)

. » - “ ]

[~

3. The amendment made by this Act shall not affect Lhe validity, invalidity,
eflect or consequence of anything already done or suffered, or any right, tiile,
obligation or liability already acquired, accrued or ipcurrcd or any release, or
discharge of or fiom any debt,decree, liability or any jurisdiction already exercised
and any proceeding inslituted or commenced in any Court under 1he principal Act
prior to the commencement of this Act shall, notwithstanding such amendment
continue to be hemd and decided by such Court.
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ORISSA ACT .27 OF 1993

[Received the assent of the Governor on thé 18th December 1993, first published in an extraordinary
issue of the OQrissa Gazere, dated the 21st Decembear, 1993 ).

THE ORISSA CIVIL COURTS (AMENDMENT)ACT, 1993

AN ACT TO AMBND THE ORIssa Civit COURTS ACT, 1984,

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Qrissa in the Fourty-forth Year of
the Republic of India as follows: —

Short litle

and 1. (Z) This Act may be called the Orissa Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 1993.

commence=

ment. (2) It shall come into force at once.

Amendment 2. In Section 2 of the Orissz Civil Courts Act, 1984 (hereinafter Teferred to as the gpjssy Act

of principal Act), in sub-section (1), for clauses (5) and () the following clauses shall be 15 o 1904
Section 2. supatituted, namely :—
e -

“(b) The Court of the Civil Judge (éeuior division) which shall include the
court of the Additional Civil Judge (éenior division); and

(¢) The Court of Civil Judge (junior division) which sha!l include the court of
Additjona] Civil Judge (Junior division).”.

Redesingna- 3. In the principal Act, for the words “Subordinate Judge' and “Munsif” wherever
e0engnad 4+hey ooccns, the words and brackets “Civil Judge (senior division)” and #Civil Judge -

tion of jupior division)™ shall repectively be substituted.
Subordinate G ) P y

Judge and
Munslf,

* Por the Bill See Orissa Gazette, Extraordinary dated the 4th November, 1993 (1448)
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