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I w  ORISSA C I W  COURTS ACT, 1984) 

(Received tire as~ent  ofrlrc President or; the 30111 Jtr iy 1981, Jirsr puGli,~l~ed in an 
~x!rordi,~ary issue ofrife Orissa Gazette, dated t11c IOllr A ~ I S I I S I  1984.) 

. AN ACT TO CONSOUQATB Am AMEND Mt? LAW RELATING TO CIVIL COURTS,IN 
ORlssh  

Bsil enacted by tbs Legislature ol ihe State of Orisra in the Thirty-firth 
Year of the Republic of India, 'as rollo\vs :- 

Short tlrle, 1. (1 )-This Act may bc ?led thc Orissa Civil Cuurls Act, 1984. 
extent and 
aommena- 
ment. (2) It extends, t,o the whole of the State ofOrissa. 

- 

+(3). It shail comq. into Sorce on such daie as the Slatc Govcrrlmcnt may, by 
notification, appoint IU this behalJ. ... 

C ] ~  of 2. (1) Thcrc shalI be rhe following classcs 01' Civil Courts under this Act, 
ad Courl~. qmeIy , f:, 

(a) The court of the Distriof Judge which shall include the Court of the 
Additional District Judge; 

(b) T h e  court of the Subordinate Judge which shall include the court of the 
Addii,iona I Subordinate Jlj.dge ; a,nd 

% (c) The wurt of the munsif which shall include thc court of  the Additional 
' Munsif. 

(2) Thc court of the District Judgc shal1 bc the principal court of- original 
civil jurisdiction in  the distrrct. 

ExpIanatio~r:-For the purposc of this su6-section .ihc cxpression "Djs trict Judgo' . 

shall not include an Additional District Judgc. 

3. The State G o v e ~ c n t  may, from :imc to the: on the rccommc~idation of g ~ g  O' the High C Q ? ~ ,  det-engine thc numbcr of courts of Dirrrict Judges, Addi tioad Disldct 
Judges, Subordinate Jugdes, Additional Subordinatc Judgcs, Munsifs and Additional 
Munsifs. 

In 4. (1) Whenevcr the  oficc of the District Judgc o; of ihc Subordinate Judge is 
offices vacant by rcason of death, ~esignation or rernlwal of the Judge, o? due to any oihcr 

of Districl reason, or whenever an increase in the number of courts of Distr~cl or Subordinate 
Judges and Judges has been- made li=der the provisions of Scction 3, the vancacy m y  'be 51Ied 
S~bordio'k up by appointment, in the case of a District Judgc, b) the Govcrtror in consuItai'iok 
Judgu' with b e  High Courr and in the casc o i  a Subordinn~e ludgc, by t hc High Court. 

(2) The Hjgh 'Court may appoint a District Judgc: or a Subordinate Judgc to 
discharge, for such period a s  it thinks fit ,  in addition to the functions devoIving on 
I h  as such Districl Judge or Subordinatc Judge, all or any of the functions of 
another District Judge or Subordinate Judgc, as thc casc may be. 

5. (11 Whenever the business, pending before any District Judgc requircs thc aid 
: A ~ f ~ ~ a l  al. Addi~ional Judgei fdr its rpegdy dirposul, the Govcrnoi may, afler c a n s u l ~ j o o  
i with t hc High Court, appoint such number of Addi~ionaI Judges as m~y  be necessary. 

(2) Thc Additional Judges so appointed shall, subjccl to ihc gencral or special 
order of thc High Court, discharge d or any of thc hnclions of the District 
Judge as are assigned to them cither undcr this Act or under any other law for 
the timc king jn force aad*~n  discharge of such functions thcy shalI exercise :thel s a c  
powers as a Djs~rict, Judge. 

1. For Slatcmeol or obj&tb and muons scc Orissn Guzcllra Ewuaordinary, dared the 
$01 March ,, . 1 9 5  (No. 295) - . ,  - . , , . 
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[Orissa Act 18of 19841 

(S~CS. 6-9) 

Adnliniara- 6.SubjecttothesuperintendenceofrheHighCourt,the~i~rictJudge,  sball 
t ivt  cOntrn! have administrative control over all the Civil Courts under this Act within - the 
Or courts. locaI limits of his jurisdiction. 

Tunporary 7. (1) rn' the event of the death, resignation, removal or transfer gf a District : 
c h a ~  of Judge, 01 of h s  being incapacitatcd by illness or othemise for the performance of.< 

Distrlet his duties, or of his abscoce frcm the place at which his court is held and unless , Courts. . , any other arrangiment has bcen mnde by the High Court, the Addiiional District Judge , 

or if an Additional District Judge is not present at that place, the seniormost . .  
judicial officer exercising civil powers present and available thereat shaIl, without 
relinquishing his ordinary duties, assume charge of the. office of the District Judge 
and shall' continue in charge thereof until the ofice is resmcd by the District 
Judge, or assumcd by an officer appointed thereto. 

- -  . , .. . . . .  - .  .;I 

(2) While in charge OF the office of rke District Judge, the Addi~onaI District, . ' ' I 

Judge or the senionnost judicial officer exercising civil powers, as thc case may be 
may, subject. to any rules which the High Court may niake in this bchalf,'exercise 
any or the powers of the District Judge. 

~~~~l~~ of 8 .  '(1) In the kvent of the death, resignation or rrmoval of a suboidin& Judge 
pr-dinm or of his being ineapacitaled by illness or otherwise for the performance of his 
on vacation duties or in the event of his absence from the place at which his court i s  held, the 

Office Or ~i'stiict Judge may transfer a11 or any of the proceedings pending Inthe court ' of the 
subordinate 
Judge or Subor~~inate Judge either to his own court or to any court under his administrative 
~ u t ~ d f .  control competent ,to dispose of them : . . 

I .. . . .. 

Provided that the District Judge may transfer to the court of the Subordinate 
Judge- or his sumssor any proceedings hansfelred to his or any other court: ' 

Provided furthe1 that in respcct a i  proceedings not pending in the Court or 
Subordinate Judgc, on the occurrence of an event referkd to above and kith respect 
to whictir.the Suboldinate Judge has exclusive jurhdiction, the, District Judge may . > 
exercise aU :'or any of the .jurisdiction of that court. . .  , 

(2) Proceeding transferred under sub-section [I) shall be disposed of as if 
they had' been' instituted in the court to which they are so trasferred. ., 

. I '  

- . . (3) Ti~c provisions contained in sub-sections (I) and (2) shalI,:m&tafis and mufan- 
nix, apply to proceedings pending in the court of a Munsif. :., dc, &a 

I > ,: 
to fix 9. (11 The State Govcrnmcnt, may in consulation with the .High Court and 

1-1 limits by noti6cation, iix and altcr the local limits of the jurisciktion--of any -Civil Court 
or jurisdic- established under this Act. 
tion or 
COW. 

(2) If the sank local jurisdiction is assigned to two or more Subordinate 
Judges or two or morc Mi,nsif~, the district Judge may, s~bject to any general 
or special orders of the High Court, assign to each of them such civiI business . . . .  
cognizable by the Subordinate Judge or Munsif, as the case may be, . as he thinks . -. , 

fit : ' . - '  

Provided tb-at a decree or order,passed by the Sub ordinate Judge or Munsif 
shall, not be invalid by reason only of thc case in which. it was made having ari~eo 
wh~l ly -  or in part in a place beyond thc local. area 'of which the civil business 
is assigned by the District Judge, if the place is within the local h i t s  fixed by 
the State Government under sub-section (I). 

. . 
(3) A kdge of a Court of small causes appointed to be .db. a' Subordinate' ' 

Judge or Munsif, shall be deemcd to be a Subordinate Judge or Munsif, as the case 
. . , ,  . mny ..:,- :be,,. ... for- . . .  the purposes of, this section. : . . : . . . . -" . . . . . . . . . 
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(~ecs.  1C-15) 
, . . . ,  

i, . ,:.. 

P1a.e of 10. The State Government hay, in consuiation with the High Court 'and' by 
sitt1n8 or notEcation, fa and alter the place of sitting of, any ,Civil Court established under o 

this Act. ' 

HoIIdap 11. (1) The Civil Courlb in the State shall remain closed on such days as the 
a d  vaca- High, Court, in wnsultation with the State Government, notzes in . the - official gazette 
tiom, fol the whole of the State'or for any local area. 

(21 The CiviI Courts shaIlhave threevacations each year viz. Summel,Dasera 
and Winte~ anid the total period of the three vacations iaclusiue ' 01 Sundays'and~ 
other holi&ya aIlingwilhinthem shall not exceedsixty days and the High' C O ~ "  
sW fix !be period of each vacation. :. . , :  ) 

, , 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in thi, Act 01 in the' Code of Civil 
procedure, 1908, lhe High Court may, by general or specia1 order, make such arran- 5 of ,m 
gement as it deems fit for the disposal of irtgent matters aiising ;during tht''vaeati0ns. 

- (4) The Jurisdiction of the vacation Judge aha11 exlend td such' meiters- L the , 

hgih Court may, by order, determine. . .  , - .  .' 

: (5)Notwithstandingany arrangement madcundersubsection(3)or ii,b-section 
(41, all the Civil. Courts shall, for the purposes of the Limitation Act; 1963, be-36 of W63 
deemed. to be' closed during the three vacations. , , . .  . . 

. ' (6) A Judicial act done by a CiviI Court on 'a holiday not%ed, as'such shall 
not be invalid by reason only of its having been doneon such, holiday unless,' it has;! 
caused prejudice to any party. . ,  , .  _ I  

Suds of . , ' l2. Every Chi1 Court established under this Adt shall use seal of such foqq and ',' ... :,, 
0 ,  . . , ems. dimensions as ire prescribed by the High ~ o u h .  . , ':: 

., 1 ' 
, -Q': . ' 1 ,  . .  

Co~liouanm 13. (1) Where any CiviI Court estabIished undcr this Act has frcm any cause . . ' 
of procted- ceased to have jurisdiction with respect to any ease,. any proceedings in relation to' thst 
a@ Of case which,.it that court had not ceased to have jurisdiction might'have been had therein, - gfFhay may be had in the court to which the buinora af the fanneroourt has been *trarfcnsd: l. 
jurisdiction. 

provided that ii such proceeding relates to a .part-heard case it shall in. : 
the file of thc court ceasing to have jurisdiction up to the stage of -deIivery cf the 
judgtmcnt . 

I . - ..,..' :, . - .  - , .  
, ' I  !. :, -,; ' .I;.J 

(2) ~ o t h i n ~  in this section shall apply to cases-for wbicll pr~yision is'kade k' '. - , . :.-.. 
, , i  ; . sections 36, 37 and 114 of, and rule 1 of Order XLVII in Schedule I to, the -1908 , - Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 or in any other enaclment for (he time being in force. ., 

~xtcnt. or , 14. Save as othe~wise provided by any enactment for the time being in forcdhe 
original jurisdiction of a District Judge or Subordinate Judge extends subjecl to the provisions . 
judsdiclioD of section 15 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, to all orginal suits for the L908 of Dklrict or 
subordinate time : being wgniz~blc by Civil Courts. . . .. . , 
Judgc. . ,  . , .  . . , .  . ( I )  

- - 1  

~ t c o t  of 15. (I) Save as aforesaid, the jurisdiction of a ~ u k a i f  exten& tkd like suits of - 
jurlsdlction which the value does not exceed four thousand rupees. - of MunsIf. -, - 

- , .:, . ?  
, . 

., - . .  , 
"- (2)The Highcourt may? by noti6calion,withrespect~to any;Mu-nsifnamed'.: 

therein, direct that his jurisdiction shall extend to all like suit. of._. such . vdue. not 
exceeaing ten thousand rupees as .., ..may .,. ... be >.  .., speczed . in the noti6cation,, , ... ,, , .. L.' L A . .  I ... .. 



A P P ~ .  , 16. (1). Save as stperwise provided by any enactqc-nt for: the t i g e  being in -orce,- . - -  . , 

e . .  . 
(uj'sn appeal rrom a decree or order of a District Judse or ~ d d i t i o h ~ l -  . , 

, . District Judge shall lie to the High Court ; 

((I) an appeal shall not lie to  the figh court fro& decree or order of 6 
Additional District Judge id any case, in which ~r the same, had' beep 
made by the District Judge an appeal would not lie to the H ~ g h  C ~ r t .  

;(Z),~&JY~. :as ?foresaid, an appell from , , the decree br ordcr of a Su,borg/natc 
~ud&e sh, ,J  lie- - f ,  

(0) to the District Judge, where the value of the original suit in which or 
in an y proceeding arising out of which the dccree or order was made 
:did not exceed I[oge lakb rnpeea] ; and , 

, ( b ] . t ~ ,  the f i g h  Court, in any other case. 

(3) Saye .as, aforesajd, en appeal from tbe decree, or order of e Mynsif shall 
lie to the District Judge. 

(4) 'Wh-ere :the hnct lon of receiving any, appeals ,vhich:lje .to. f ie  Dish fbi Judge 
. -&d$t h n b g e c t i ~ p  (2) or. su,bsection (3) has been assqned to :an ;&dlIif i3na1 ~i itra-  

fudge, the appeals may be preferred in the Court-;of such :ABdltional!-Didriet ludge. :, 

(5) ,The High Court may, by notScation, direct that any.;or.dl;appeals rcrcrred 
I to  in. sabse~~io1~,(3) sbaIl,be, preferred in the Court or any subordindtki Judge men: 

iioned in the notification, and the appeaIs shall, thereupon, te:;preferred accordingly 

Pmer to .,. 17;r(l,) Any appeal pending before n District Judge from: tBe idchee or Qdtr . -. 
:-$:& of a Munsif may be traosfcrred by m e  District Judge tb any - Subordinate Judge' I 

J ,,dm, under his administrative control. 
Sppcals from 

, ,. , . , ,  
. , . . 

Munsifs. ., , d  . J 

(2) fie:'Distrit<  id&, may ,with&q a n y  sppcal ;o ~rabr~er~cd and either hear - . : . . 

and;, dispose - o[ ,it .@mseIf or bansferred .it to a Court under,: his, adminiatralivc I 

I csntjo! , cornpet=@ ,to. d i w s e  of it.  . . I  . . 

(31 App-eals transferred under this section shall be disposed .of subjcc! to !the 
ru1e.s , , :  ,-'applidab!$ , . :to;like appeals when disposed of by thc Digtrict Judge. 

, . 

maccanBs 18. (1) The h ~ g h  Court may, by gereral or rpcsial order, nuthorise any sub- 
M& bdian ordinate Judge, to  take cognizance ui, or any District Judge to t raqsfer to. q Sub- 
GPfrpcssion ordinate, : Jydg,e ,' uniler -his ' administra~ve control, any.,  procekgings. or class of 
Act, .@'??. . .  proieedings ugdp the Indian Succission Act, 1925 which cannot be' disposed. by a 39 of 1925 

- .  District Delegate. ' 

Explrmo~ion-'Pistrict Delegate?, .means a District DcIegate withjn the meaning 390f 
or section 265 of the Indian Successihn Act, 1923. 

, , .  . - 
(2) Thc District Judge may withdraw any proceeding rcferretl to in sub-s btIon 

(1) to his own fiIe and may dispose of them him,elf o: may transfcr them to a compc 
tent court , , under his administratiuc . ,  ,,conJrol. , . . 

(3) Proceedings taken cognizance of by or transferred to  a Subordinale Judge . 

shall bc disposed of by him according to  the rules apphcable t o  like prggeedingb 
wUen.deelt with:by the District Judge. 



[Orissn Act ' -18 of 19841 

(Secs . 19-23) 
'. ' 

conferrig 19. The High Court m d y  by notification, donfer, wilhin 'such-local; limits as i t  
, . . : , jurisdiction thinks fit, upon 2ny Subordinate Judgc br Munsif or jurisdiction to try -suits under 

undcr small the Prcvincial small Cause Courts Act l b 8 7  up to such amaunt as it may del m or 1B8,. 
~ a u s O  proper but not exceeding in the case of a Subordinate Judge the value of two thousand CourlS Act. and five hundred rupees and in the case of a Munsif one thousand mpcesl ' 

Inv~t ing  20. (I) The High Court may, by aotificaf ion,: i n k t  any 1, sibordinate Judge 
Suboidiaa'c H'ithin such local limits and subject to sllch pecuniary limitat ions as it'ha deem fit, with Judges with - all or any of the Qowcrs of a ~ i s tr i c t  Judge under any of the following cts, namely:- powers ' -  , 

.wder~~r.calo , . . . 
K . , 

' . . I . :  , ,  Acts. ( I )  Indian ~ i v o r c e  Act, 1869 , . 
4 Of 1869 

. . . . . . . . . .  (ii) The Guardiaps and Wards Act, - 1'890 .- , :..... 
. . . . .  

5 .-  . :,:. 8 of 1m 
, , - . -.- - 7 . -  7 . ,  I' 

, . , ,  . I  7 ,  - (iil) The' Hindu,.~inaiity and ~ u a r d i a n s h i ~  A&, 1956, and. - + ._-_ 

. . . . .  ..',:--->2 of 1956 
. , .... . :=. - 

3 J  

(iv) The Indian Lunacy Act, 1912. 
i . . . .  

. . . .  i 3 ;:-I ,,? : .- ,.,;: 
. . , , '(2) An appeal against e&iy .order- made by a Subordinate judge-b~sn'ue of tho: 

..,- - - . .  , , -  
, , powers conferredupon him under sub-seclion (1) shall Iie to- : , . . .>,; .-I . L  ' ' . - -, I .: _ .  

( i )  the District Court when the amount or value of the subject matter is less -. ' 

? 1 -.': . than twenty-five thousand qpw;. aqd . , - . ,,, . . ,  
. , .  - .  

. . I  . 

I - I I . . . I  . . . . .  - (iij . . the High ~ & r t -  .in other  'case. 
, . . . . . . .  . .  , 
. - 

I.: - . .. -._ . . . . .  1 .. 8 . . . . .  ,., l I '  . '  , . , rl: ., a 

An &eal against every order of  the District Judge passed if an appeal 
under sub-section (2) shall lie to the High COUI t under the rules contained in the 1 % ~  
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 applicable lo appeals from appellate decrees. 

i Powcrs of 21. (I) The Statc Government may, after consullation with tht High Court, 
i Civil Courts invest any officer with thc powers of any Civil Court under this Act by name or 
I 'O 'Ihcr by virtue of office. officus. 

(2) Where the pIace at which the a u r t  of such officcr invcstcd with powers 
under sub-section (1) is to be held has not been fixed under Section 10, he may hold 
court at any place within the local limits of his jurisdiction. 

I 
(3) Nothing in Section 3,4,  5,7,or 8 shall apply to such officer, but a11 

provisions of this Act shall, so far as those provisions cbu  be madc appIimble, 
apply to'him as if he were a judgc of thc Court with the powcrs of which he is 
investsd. 

22. (1) Where in any suit or other proceeding it is ncccssary for a Civil Court 
or to decide any question regarding succession, inheri lance, marl jage or caste or anyreligi- 

i usage or institution, the pcrsonal lam of the parties, bc t hcy Hindus or Moha-e- 
dans,as thc casemay be,shall form the ruIe of decision, except in so far as ,uch 
law has, by Iegislative cnacfment, been altered or abolished. 

(2) In cases not provided for by sub-section (1) or by any other law for the 
time being in forcc, thc Court shall act according to Justicc, cquily and good conscience. 

2s (1) Thc presiding officer of a Civd Court shall not try any suit or other ~ Y ~ ~ ~ f n L o  proceeding to which he is a parly or in which hc is pcrsooslly intereilcd. 
which he Is 

! 
pason filly 
inlcreted. (21 The presiding officer of ail appellate C~urt  under this Act shall not hear an 

nppeal against a decree or order passed by himself in another capaciry. 

(3) When any such &it, proceeding or appeal as is referred to in sub-section (1) 
or sub-section (2) comes before any scch officer, he shall forthwith transmit thc 
record of the case to the Court to which he is immedietely subordinate with a 

report of the circumstances atlending the refc~ence. 
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( Sacs. 23-25 ) 

(4) The supcrior Court shall, I hercupon, dispose of the cnsc undcr Scction 24 
-of the Code of CiviI Procedure, 1908. 5 or 1961 

(5) Norhitlg in thih Scclion shall be dcemed to affecr the extraordinary olibnal 
civil jurisdiction of thc High Court. 

JZxplar;rrtion-Tllc P~csiding Officer of a court subject to thk administrative controI 
uC the Distr~ct Judge shall be detmed to bl: immediately Subordinate to Ihe Caul t 
of such District Judge and for the purposes or the Code of Civil Procedure 
1908, thc court presided ovcl by such an oficer shall be deemed to be of a. grader af 1908 
inferior to that of the court of tilt District Judge, 

1 . I  . I 

A diailon 24. The provisions coniaincd in Sectians 11, 22 and 23 shall appIy to cpurts 
' OT small muses mortitotcd under the povincial rhdl Csure Caults Act, l S 8 7 * ~  1017 

. . . . Small and save as dtherwisc provided in that Act, thc other provisions of this Act shall 
' ' ' ' causes. not apply to such courts. 

- .  . -. >.... . 
~ o p o n i  and 25. (1) With effect from the date of coming into force of this Act, the Ben~al ,  
savIW. Agra, and Assam Civil Courts .4ct, 1887 shall stand repealed jn its applicatron it ,p 1 4 8 ~  

K O  the State of Orissa. 
, , . . 0 .  

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, a11 courts constituted, uppointments made, 
rults frmcd, notifications and orders issued, jurisdictions and powers conferred 
and lists published under the Act so repealed shall be deemed to have becn 
respectively constituted, made, framed, issued, conferred and published under thio 
Act. 



lpROvIsrON OF THE QRlSSA C M L  COURTS (AWWDMEN'l) Am, 1991 
(ORIsSA ACT 11 OF 1991) NOT ZNCORPOU9ED 

IN THE ORIGINAL Am] 

saving. 3. The amendment made by this Act s h d  not d e c t  the validity, invalidity. 
eBmt or consequencc of anything already done or suffered, or any dghl, title, 
obligation or liability dready acquired, accrued or incurrrd or any release, or 
discharge of or fiom any debt, decree, liability or any jurisdiction already exercised 
and any proceeding inslituted or ccmmenced in any Court under the principal Act 
prior to the commencement of thls Act shall, notwithstanding such zmrndment 
continue to be heard and decided by such Court. 
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ORISSA  ACT.^^ OF 1993 

[Received the assent of the Governor oit the 18th December -1993, first published in an e~traordinary 
issue of the Orifsa Gaze,re, dated the 21st Decembx, 1993 3. 

THE OlXfSSA CXnL COURTS (AMENDMW) ACT, I993 

B E  it by the Legislatwe of the State of in the FourWfoflb of 
the Republic of India as follows: - 

Short tide 
and 1. ( I )  This Act may bt csUed the Orissa Civil Courts (Amendment) Act, 1993. 
ylmmona- 
mon t. (2) It shell come into forcc at once. 

2. In Section 2 of the Orissa Civil Courts Act, 1984 (hcreinafler referred to as tho oriur ~ c t  
Amendment principal Act). in subsection ( I ) ,  for clauscs (b) and (c) the following clauses shall be 18 ,r 1~ 

OF substituted, namely : - 
Section 2. 

*'(b) The Court of the Civil Judge (senior division) which shell indude the 
court of the Additional Civil Judge (senior division); and 

(c) Tbe Court of Civil Judge (junior division) which shall include the confl of 
Additional Civil Judge (junior division).". 

3, la the principal Act, for the words "Subordinate Judge*' and "Munsif" wherever 
Redcsingna- they mecur, the words and brackets "Civil Judge (senior division)" and "Civil Judge 
tion of (junior division)" shall repectively be substituted. 
Sub~rdimte 
Judw and --, 
MUSIP. For the Bill See Orissa Gazette, Extraordinary dated the 4th No~tmber, 1993 (1448) 
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