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_ ORISSA ACT 19 OF 1994 ‘ .
*THE ORISSA STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN ACT, 1993

- [ Received the assent of the President on'the 24th September 1994, first publi-
Shed in an extraordinary  issue of the OrissaGazette dated the 7th
October 1954, ] ' _ ‘ '

AN ACT TO CONSTITUTE A STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN AND
TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTEpD THEREWITH OR
INCIDENTAL THERETO

BE it enacted by the Legisiature of the State of Orissa in the Forty-fourth
Year of the Republic of India, as follows:—

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

1. (1) This Act may be called the Orisea State Commission for Women Act,

Short liﬂo 1993.
cxtent and
w (2) Tt extends to the whole: of the State of Orissa. )
It shall come into force on’ suck date as the State Government may,
by (*) notification, appoint.
_ 2. In this Act, unless the context othcrwise réquires,—
Definttions
(a) * Commission" means the Slate Commlssmn for Women constituted
under- sectlon 3;
(b) * Member", means Member of the Commission;
{¢) * Prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act.
CHAPTERII
THE STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
3.9 The State Government shall constitute a body to be known as.the
Gonstitution State Commission for Women to oxerciso the powers confarred on, and
of Stute to parform the functions assigned to it under this Act.
.Conmission
for Women, (2) The Commission shall consist of—

(a)a Chairperson, who is an eminent social worker or a professional commi-
tted to the cause of women,to be nominated by the State Qovern-
ment; ’

(b) six membors to ba nominated by the Stata Government from amog-
gst persons of ability, integrity and standing of whom-—

(i) one shall be an official,
(#) one shall be an eminent advocate,
(if) two shall be social ~workers of repute, and

(iv) two shall be experts in education and health:

(%) came into force w.e,f. 19-12-1994, vide Or:s.!a Gazerte Extraordinary, -dated
J9th Decgmber 1994 (No. 1519).
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Provided that at least one Member each shall be from amongst pemsons belong-
ing to thg Schqduled_Castq_s ’anc! the ,Scheduled Tribes raquggively.

(3) An officer mof less than the rank of a Deputy Secretary to the Goverl:l..

ment of Otigsa in charge of Women’s Welfare shall be the Convenor-Secretary
of the''Commission’ ‘whose duty shall be to facilitate co-ordmauon baiween the
Commission - and' the Government in the activities and policies relating to
Women § Welfare and partlmpauon in the development nf the State.

Yeem of . 4,(1) The Chairperson and, avery Mcmber shafl hold oflice for such period,

conditions not exceeding three years, as may be specified by the State Government in this

-of sarvice of behalf.
Chairperson
ané Meoobes. {2} The Chairperson or a Member (ather than tho official Member) may, by

writing and addressed to the State Governmeat, resign from the offica of
Chairperson or, a8 the case may be, of the Mcmbar at any time.

(3) The State Government shall remove a perSon from the offica of Chair- _

person ora Member referfed.to in sub-section (2)if that person—

(o) becomes an undischarged insclvent;

(1) gets convicted and sentenccd to 1mpr|sonment for an oﬁ'ﬂnce involving .

moral turpitude;

(c) becomes of umsound mind and stands sp ' declared 'b.y' a competent .

court;
{d) rafuses lo act or becomes incapable of acting;

(2) is, mthoul obtainjug 'leave of absence f{rom the Commission, absent
" from three conseclitive meotings of the Commission; or

(/) io the opinion of the State Government, hay so gbused the position of
Chairperson or Membef 'ds to 'render that person’s confinuance ip oﬂice
detnmental to the public interest:,

. [N '
Provided that no poerson shall be removed under this clause uatil that porton
has been given a reasonable npportumty of .being heard in the matter.

. (4) A vacancy caused under subsection (2) or otherwise shall be filled
by fresh nomlnat:on '

(5) The salaries and allowances ppyable to, and the other tcrms and

conditions of" servlce “of the’ Chau'person and Memhers shall- be such as may
be prescribed. - .

Offcers and 5. (1) The State” Government shall provlde the Commission with such officers

other and emlpyces a8, may be  necessary for the efﬁc:ent performance of the
g?plot{;? functlons °f ﬂ-"’ COII]FﬂlSs;on under. tlns Act. I :
Commisylon.

2) The salaries and allowances payable to, and i(he other .terms and
conditions of semce of the officers dnd other employees appointed for the
purpase ‘of ‘the * Commms:on shall 'be such.asmay be prescribed. - )

Salaries apd 6. The salaries and allowances payable to the Cha].r_person and Memberg
allowances and the administrative expemses, - including salaries, allowances and pcnsxons

“l'l“;;";‘d; prayable to the officers and other employees referred to in section 5 sball_

be paid out of the granta rcferred to in sub-sectlon (l) of su:tmn 11.

Vacancles , 7. No act or proceeding of the Commission shall be guestnoned ar sha.u
frv;ﬁg:'? be invalid on the ground dierely of the existence of ény vacancy or _defect

proceedings in the const:lutron of the Commxsslon :
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Committoes. 8, (1) The Commission may appoint such committecs as may be necessary for

dea.lmg with such- special issues as may be taken up by the Commission from
time to time,

(2) The Commission shall ‘have the power to co-opt as’ membera of any .
committee appointed under sub-section (I) such number of persons, who are
not Members of the Conimission, as it may think fit and the persons so

. co-opted shall have the right <to attend the meeting of the committee and take
. part in- its proceedmgs but shall not havc the right to vote,

(3) The persons so co-opted shall he entitled to receive such allowances for
attending the -meetings of the committee as may be  prescribed. ,
! ’ . .
Procedure 9. (1) The Commission or a committee thercof shall meet 23 and when
}:t,3°;;‘“‘ necessary and shall meet as such “time and place as the Chairperson may think fit.
Co deo. (2) The Commission shall regulate its. own p;ocedure and the procedure'
of the committees thereaf

3 All orders and decisigns of the Commlssmn shall be authenticated by
‘the Convenor-Secretary or any other officer of the Commission duly authonsad by
the Convenor-Secrelary in tb:s behalf, :

CHAPTER HI

FUNCI'IONS OF. THE COMMISSION

Fonetions of 10. (1) The Comm:ss:on shall perform all or any of 1he following functwns,
& ommission. mme[y —

e -
(a) make indepth studies 'on—

() the economic, educational and health situation of the women of the
‘State, with panticular emp]:!asls on the tribal districts and areas which

(- under-developed with respect to women’s literacy, mortality and
economic development,

(i} condition in which women work in factories, asta.bhshments, constme-
2 tion sites and other sifilar situation,

and recommend to the Stata Go?ormnant on the basis of specifie
,Xeports on 1mprov1ng the status of womenin the said areas;

(b) cump:le mformatlon, from ume to time, on iastances of all offencee
against women in the Sfate, or in selected ‘areas, including cases
related. to- marriage and dowxy, rape, kidnapping, crimipal abduction,
eve-teasing, immoral trafficking in women and cases of medical negli-
. gence in causing delivery or sterilisation or mcdlcallntervenuon that relatess
to clnld to ‘child’ bearing or 'child: - blrth

“ {0) mll co-ordinate with the State Cell and D:stnct Cells for atIOCItlos :
o a.gamst women, if" any for' mobilisation of* pubhc oplmon m the -
State as a whole of in specific areas whick would help in speedy
reporting and detection of offences of such atrocities and’ mobiligas
tion. or public opinion age;lgnst the offanders;
_(d) recoive coniplaipts_ on—
(i) atrocities on womeon and’ oﬁ‘ancers against wo:‘nen,

(u‘) depnvauon of women of . ﬂ:elr nghts re]aung to mlmmum Wagos baslc
health ‘and matermt}r 'rights, - '

(I‘I:) non-compllan,cu of pol;ey dec!sxons of the Government mlanng to women,

(!v) rchabilu‘.atlon of desertcd a.nd destltuta women and woman forcnl:l 1nto
ﬁrostltutlon, ’ .



Grants by

State Govern- Legislativa Assembly by law in this behalf, pay to the Commission by way of
‘grante sych sums of money as the State Government may think' fit for being
-utilised for the purpose of this Act. ° :

meant,

Accounta
- and aodl.
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{e¢) atrocities in women n custody, and take up Wwith authorities® cone
cerned for appropriate rcmidialmeasures;

(f) assist, train - and orient the non-Government organisation in the State
in legal counselling of poot women and enabling such women to
get lagal aid ;

(g) indpect or cause to be inspected, a jail, remand home, women’s imstitu-
tion or other place of custody where women are kept as prisones
or otherwise and tske up with the concorned authorities for remedial
action, if found nccessary; -

(/) perform functions in relation to any other - matter which may be
referred to it by the State Government. '

(2) The Statc Government shall cause all the recommendations ot reports,
or amy part thereof, as may be presented to it by the Commission
-under sub-section (1), which relate to any matter with which the
State Government is concerned, to -be laid before the Legislature of
the State alongwith a memorandum explaining the action taken of
proposed to be takep on the recommendations of the Commission and
the reasons for the non-acceptance, if any of such recommendatipns.

(3) The Commission shall while investigating any matter referred- to in
clause (a) or clause (d) of sub-section (1) have all the powers ofa
Civil Court trying a suit and, in particglar, inrespect of the follo-
wing matters, namely:— . : '

(#) summoning and cnforcing th e attendance of  any person from any par
of India and examining him on oath;

(&) rtequiring ths diszovery an& production of any document ;

(¢) receiving evidence on affidavits; h .

(d) requisitioning anpy ﬁub!ic‘record or copy thereof from any court or office;
(¢) issuing commissions for the examination of witness and documents; and

(f} any other matter which may be preseribed..

CHAPTER IV

FINANCE ACCOUNTS ANp AUDIT
" 11. (1) The State - Govarnmant shall, after due appropriation made by tha

(2) The Commission may spend such sums as it thinks fit for performing
the functions under this Act, and such sums shall -be treated as -expenditure
payable out of the grants referred to in sub-section (1). o

"12. (1} Tha Commission shall maintain propér accounts and other relevant
récords and prepare an annual statement of accounts in such form. as mey be
prascribed by the State Governmenls in consultation with the Accountant-General,

Orisga, :

o {2) The Amopﬁts of the Commission shall be audited by' the Accountant-
“:Geheral, at such intervals: as may be specified - by him and-any expenditure incurred

in connection with such audit shall be payable by. the.- Commission to the
Accountant-General, - ; _ .

o
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(3) The Accountant-Gﬁncral and any person appomted by him in, connection
with the audit of the accounts of the Commissjon under this Act shall have
the same rijghts and privileges and the authorrt}' in coanoction with guch gudit
as the. Accountant-General generally has in conmectjon with the audit of Govern-
ment Accounts and in particular, shall have the right to damand the produc-
tion of books, accounts, connected vquchers and other documents and papers
and to inspect any of the offices of the Commission.

(4) Tha accounts of the Commission, as certiied by the Accountant-
Goeneral, o1 any other parson appointed by him in this behalf together with
"the audit report thereon shall by forwarded annuvally to the State Government'

by the. Commission.

Annual 13. The Commtsmon shall prepire, in such t‘orm and at such time, for ocach

report financial .Year as may be prescribed, ils anmual report giving a full account of
jts activities during the previous financial year and. forward a copy thereof to -
the State Government. )

Annual 14, The State Government shall causs the annunal report together with a
report  and momorgndum of action taken om the recommendations contained therein in eo
sudlt report ¢ 55 they relate to the State Government and the roasons for the non-accaptance;
‘if any, of any of such recommendations and the audit report to be laid, as
soor as may be after the reports are roceivad, before the Legistative Assombly.

CHAPTER V
MISCELLANEOUS .

Chalrpenson, 15, The Chairperson, the Members, Officers and othar employecs of the

Mombersand 3 mission shall be deemed to be public servants within the meaning of 45 of 1863

ﬂ.ﬁﬁ%u saction 21 of thu Indian Penal Coda.

public Sor-
vants.

State Govera- 16. The State Government shall consult the Commission on all major policy
:;f.nt ticcag: matters affecting women.
mmlrslon,

Power 1o 11. (1) The State Govarnmcnt may, by notl.ﬁcatlou, make rules for carrying

" mako rales. out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejndice to the generality of the foragoing
powar such rules may provide for all or a.ny of the following  mattars, namely:—

" {a) valaries and allowances payable to, and the other terms and conditions
. of sarvica of the Chairperson and Members under sub-section (5)

of section 4 and of officersand other cmployeos under mb—soctron
{2) of section 5;

(&) allowances for attandmg the meotings of tha committee by the co-
.opted persons undar suitb-sectipn (3) of gaction 8;

(¢) other matters undsr clausa ( F) of sub-section (3) "of section 10

(d) the form in which th=annual statemantof accounts shall be maintained
under sub-section (1) of section 12;

(¢) Theform in, and the time at which, the annual report shall ba pmpared
under section 13;

" (f) any other mattar which is required to b3, or may be, proscribed,



