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O W S A  ACT 19 OF 1994 . L 

*THE ORISSA STATE COMh.IISSION FOR WOMEN Am, 1993 

[ Received the aaent of the President on'the 24th September 1994, first publi- 
shed in an extraordinary iss)re of tho Orissa Goze~te dated the 7th 
October 1994. ] 

AN ACT 'FO. CONSTITUTE A STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN AND 
TO PROVIDE FOR hL4TTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR 

INCIDENTAL THERETO 

B ~ i t  enacted by the Legislature of.'tbc State of Odvsa in tho ~ o ~ f o d h  
Year of the Republic of India, as foIlow8:- 

CHAPTER I 

' PRELIMINARY ' 

donsdtulhn 
of Sfag 
Comddon 

'for womm. 

I. (1) This Act may be called the Oriseastate Cornmimion for Women Act, 
1993. 

(2) It extends to the whole. of the State of Ohssa. 

, (3) It s h d  corns into force on sock date aa the Stafa Qovermmt may, 
by (*) notification, appoint. 

2. In this Act, ualess the context otbmise rhUhes,- 

(a) " Commission" means the State Commission for Women constituted 
under section 3 ; 

(b) " Member", means Member of the Commission; 

(c) Prascribed"means p-ribed by rules made under thir Act. 

CHAPTER I1 

THE STATE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN 

3. (6) The State Government shall comtituto a body to be known as. tha 
State Commiwsion for Womcn to exercise the powors confarred on, and 
to perform Ihe functions assigned to it under thir Act. 

(2) The Commission shall consist of- 

(a) a Chairperson, who 'is an eminant social worker or a profeesional commi- 
tted to the cauee of women, to ba nominated by the State Oovurn- 
ment; 

(b) six membars to ba nominated by the .State Govorriment from amon- 
gst patsons of ability, integrity and standing of whom- 

(i) one shall be an oflicial, 

(ii] one shall be an eminent advocate, 

(fii) two shall be social workers of reputa, and 

( iv )  two shall bu experts in education' and hedth: 
- '  

p) -me 'into force ~ .e , f .  19- 12-1994, vide Orissu Gazette, Extraordinary, ,dated 
n th  Decamber 1994 (No. 1519). , . . . I  



88 
C 

Provided that at Ieast one Member each sball be from amongst p m n s  bdona- - ing  to tbp Fchedulcd. Castes and the Scheduled Tribce rzspactively. 
4 i .I!. . . - . - I 

, , * /;.: m ., : 

(3) An b ,  sm not l e s ~  then rho rank 0f.a Deputy %rotary to the ~ o ~ e r n -  P ment of 0 !Ssa i p  chaige of Woman's Welfare shall be the' Convenor;SecretW 
of tha"C~mini~si~n'  .whose duty shall bc to facilitate co-&dimtion. botwmn the 
Commission - and' the Govarnrnent in the activities and policies relating to 
Wum*'s Welfare and parti6ipaiioa in tbo rdevelopment of the State. 

.. , . . '  . -  . , - . , .  . .  . 

Y- of 4. (1) Tba Chairperson and, ?very Mmber shall hold oflica for such period, 
aau and c~di t lam not exmding three y a a ,  as niay be specified by the State Govarnment in this , . 

.,I -m behalf. 
CbawPmon 
nnd Membrrs. (2) The Chairperson or a Member (athcr than the o@cial Membm))may, by , 

f .  

writing and addressed to tho State Gov~rnmcnt, resign from the o6ca of 
Chairperson or, as the case may be, of the Member at any time. 

b 

(3) The State Governmept spa11 remova a person from the oEce of Chair 
peerson or a Member referred- to in sub-tion (2) if that person- 

(a) becoma an undischarged insolvent; . , 
(b) gcis convicted aqd sent$ced to imprisonment for an b ~ a n c e  involving . .; I . :; morel turpitude; 

(c) becomes of unsound mind and stands sp ' declared by a ciriipctent 
. . . , court ; 

(d) refuses to act or becomes incapabIe of acting; 

(e) is, without qbtaiqing ' leave of absence from the Commission, absent 
from' 't- consrxutive mwtings of thc Commission; or, 

( f ) in the opinion of t h ~ ;  qfpe G o v ~ n m p t ,  haq! so abusej! fhe position of . 
Chairperson or Member ' as to 'rerider that permij's continuance in office 
detrimental to the public intmest:, - - .  - I N \  

. / 

Providd that no person shall be removed under thi6 clause until that panon . 
has been given a reasonable opparttinity of -6eing heard in the matter. 

(4) A vacancy caused )md% subzsection (2) or athawise be filled 
by fresh nomlnati&i. 

11.1. . , 
9. 

(5) The y1t)ries and allowwce~ ppyable to, and .the other tcrms and , , , ,  , 

conditions of' st?vlce, df tge -'~$aifperson a6d Members shN1- he such aas may - '  , ; . - , (.. . . . .  be prescribed, ' " 
r 

, . I: 

, Omws and 5. (1) The State- Government sball provide &e. ~ommiss'ion vitb such officers - 

o m  and emlpycz as, may bc nFeqsary for , the efficient performance ,of the 
e m p l o ~ a  fiinctibp \of.the , Fom$issio b, updcr this Act. . , 

or the , . J .  1'.  
J .>. , . ,  , 

Commlsabn. . . 
(2) The salaries and allowances payable to, and ihe othkr terms and 

cond~trm? of sepice of the opcefs pnql other employees appointed for the 
p-ose 'of 'the ' Cbiixhiision shall be such - as may be prescribed. . - . I . . , . 

S a l d a  ~d 6. The - salaries and sllowances payable to the Chairperson arid Members 
aUowmy and the administrative expenses, including salaries, allowances and pensions 

md- payable to the oacers and other employees referred to in section 5s sbal 1 
aul of grsts. be paid out of the , grants referred to in sub-section (1) of section 11. I 

. . . 1 
I 

I 
V d c s ,  - j  

I 7. No act or proceeding or the Commission shall be questioned or half  , 
e@.notto be invalid on the ground herely of the 'existen'ce of any +&&idy or , &fat 

I 

b d d n t c  . ---.- p-ine i n  the constitution of the Commission- ' , - . I . 
, - . - . ,  _ .  - of the . . I I 

a m .  
/ 
, j '  



Commit-. 8. (I), The Commission may appoint such comrnittees'as may be nwswryfor 
. , dealing ,with such special issues as -may be faken up by the Commission from 

time to time. 

. .  ( 2 ) ' ~ h e  ~ohmics ioa shall 'have the power to co-opt as' Inemberm of any . - ,  ' 

committee appointed under sub-section (1) such number of persons, who are 
not Members of the Commission, as it may think fit and the persons so 
co-opted shall have the right it0 ??end the meeting of the committee and take 

x part in- its proceeding6 but shall not have the right to vote. 

(3) Tho persons so co-opted shall be entitkd to receive such allowances for 
attending ihe .meetings of the committee as may be prescribed. 

I 
P m d w e  9: (1) The Commission or a comrnittcc thtrcof shall meet aa and' when' 
10 bemgu- -necessary and shall meet as such . f  ime and place as lhe Chairperson may tbink fit. 

, lnbd  by 
C o d J o n .  

(2) The Commission shall regulate its. o m  procedure and 'the procedure 
of the committees thereof. . . 

(3) All orders and decisions of the Commission shall be authenticated by 
' the Convenor-Secretary or any other officer of the Commiseion duly authoriscd by 
the Convenor-Secretary in this behalf. 

P d c w  PI lo,. ( I )  The ~ommiisien shall perform il l ,  or any of Ihc following funotionn, , 

Commislon. mmllyi- - 

. < .  , ,  

, . (a) make, indepth studies 'on- 

(i) the economic, educatiqnal~ and health $itvation of the. women of the 
'State, with padicular emp4asis on the' tribal districts and area which 
arc unger-deve1ope.d with respect to women's literacy, mortality and 
economlc development, 

(lo condition in which women work in factories, atabIishments, construe 
.i tion sites and othw siinilar situalion, , - 

and rewmmBnd'to [he St@?+ F O ~ O ~ ~ Q ~ ;  on tho wsiq of 
,repafts on improving the status of woman in the said -a; 

(b) compile information, from tirpe to time, on 'instanm of dI ofin* 
against women in , the S!ate. or in selected 'areas, ineluding cases 
related. to , marriap and d o ~ y ,  rape, ,kid napping, criminal abduction, 
eveteasing, immoral &&cking in women and c a ~ @  of medical negti- 

. geace in +using d t b v ~  05 st*t'satio! or medical intervention that relatess 
to chiId to 'ch11d. bearing or' 'child: , b~ith;  - 

. . 

(c) ?ill, c+'grdilll(tu hth the Stat. CeIl and D/~tric! Cblle f~ $Qxitie+j .., against women, if -;rqny for mobilptiiin d r  public . opiqiu'dn in thii , 

State as a whole OF ia'speci;6c aq8air w&ch ~ppuld help 'in speedy , . 
repofling and detection of o5cnccs of such atrocitie and' mobillga- 

. tion, or public ?pinion ,. , againsf the offenders;. 
I . I" 

(4 receive complaints , , . .  on- . 
, . 

0 

(i) atrocities on women and ' o50gces against wohen, 
I .  

. . ,  , ,> . . . . - . m 

(iQ- deprivation of women of .  their rightsrelating to minimum wages baeic 
, . ,  , , ,  , I . .  " h d t h  'and meternity 'rights, ' 

- , ,  . .-. 

(!!I ~ o n ~ , r n ~ l i a q c ~  of Policy dadsjom of the ~ o v e r k n t  mlating to women, . I -  I ,  4 : . , .  , . I . ,  - -  r '  

I r) rchab~faiioian of ddesqrtsd a id  ddcltvta ?omen and women fdrmd into f . , . . , . . , . , . Ir .< - . .  . . ., . . -  . ,  . .  , ,  drost~tut~on, 
, 



(e) atrocities in worncn n custody, i d  take up with authorities- con- - 
cerned for appropriate rcmidialmeasures; 

(n assistJ train . and orient the non-Government organisation in the State 
in Icgd counselling of poor women and onabling such women to 
get legal aid ; 

(g) imp& or causa to be inspectcd, a jail, remand ,home, women's institu- 
tion or other place of cuetody w h v  women are kept as prisones 
or othmwis~ and tako up with thc concorned authoritiee for remedial 
action, if found ncmsary; 

(12) perform functions in reIation to any othor - matter which may be 
referred to it by the State Govarnment. - 

(2 )  The State Government shall cause all the rccommondations or reports, 
or any part thereof, as may be presented to it by the Commlsaion = 
under sub-secticin (I), which relate to any matter with which thc - 
Stata Government is concorned, to -be laid beforo tha Legislature of 
the State alongwith a memorandum explaining the action taken of 
proposd to be taken on the recommendations of tho Commission and 
the reasons for the non-acceptance,. if any of such recommendations. 

(3) The -Commission shall wh!Ie investigating any matter to in . 
clause (a) or clause (dl of sub-tion (1) have a11 the powers of 'a - 

C~vd Court trylag a s u ~ t  and, in particular, in respect of the follo- 
wing matters, namely:- . , 

* 
. (a) su~nrnoning and onforcing ,th e attendanc~ of a ny . person from any par 

, , of India and exarninjng him on oath; 

(b) requiring thi diszovary and production of any docum~nt ; 

(c) rccaiving evidence on afidavits; 

(4 requisitioning any public ' record or copy thereof from any court or office; 

(e) $suing commissions for the examinition of witness anj documents .; and 

If) any other mattar which may be preseribed.. - 

FINANCE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 

Ctrants by ' 111(1) The State Govarngent shall, after due appropriation made by the 
State mwa- legislatiya Assembly ,by law in' this behalf, pay to the Commission by way of 
mnt .  gants such sums of money as- the State Government may think, fit for being 

, qutilised fol the purpose of this Act. , 

(2) The ~oyniss ion  may epmd such sums as i t  thinks fit for performi@ 
the functions under this Act, and such sums shall ,be treated as +xpenditure 
payalile out of the grants referrcd to in sub-section (1). 

- .  

h u n t s  - 12. (1) Tho Commission shall maintain proper accounts and other relevant 
and aua+ m r d s  and prepara an annual statement of accounts in suFh form. as msy be 

proscribed by the State Governmenls in coasultatiop with t40 Accountant-General, 
Orissa 

. . . .  . . . . 
. . . .  .I. . - -. 

(2) The ~ c e o u i t s  of t h e  Commission shall be audiled b y  the Accountant- 
:GeheraI; at such intmals: as may ba specified : by -him,and.any expenditure incurred 
in comection with such audit shall be payable by , , the-. Commission to the 

' . Amauntant-General. ' , 



(3) The Accountant-Ganeral and any person appaintsd by him in, connaction 
with the audit of- the a'ccouats of tho CornmiWon under this Act shall hava 
the samo tights and privilgus and t b  authority in ~ O ~ O C ~ ~ O Q  with =uch audit 
as tha - Accountant-Gunera1 genmally has in connection with the audit of Govern- 
ment Accounts rsnd in pnrticular, shall hava the right to demand the produe 
tion of books, accounts, connected vguchers and other documonte and papera 
and to inspect any of the offices of the C'ommision. 

(4) The accounts of the Commission, *a~, certified by the Accountant- 
Ganeral, or any othor parson nppointed by him in this behalf togother dth 
the audit report thereon shall b~ forward4 annually to the State Government 
by the. Commission. 

? A n n u a l  13. The Commi6issibn shaU preparu, in such form. and at such time, for oach 
m~oft .  h m c i a l ~ & r  as may be prescribed, ils amual report giving a Rdl account of 

its activitias during the previom hailcia1 ymr and forward a copy thcieof to ' 

tho State Government. 

An o u a 1 14. The Stato ~ovdmrnant shall cause the annual report together with a 
raPofi and memorandum of action taken on the rccommondations contained thamin in t+o 
aadll repoaf to bs laid, , ar as they d a t e  to tho State Govornm~nt and thoraasona for the non-acceptance; 

if any, of any of such iacommendations and t h ~  audit mport to  be laid, a0 . 
soon as may be after tho, reports are receivad, before the Legistative Assembly. 

. CHAPTER V 

MISCELLANEOUS \ 

C ~ ~ o n .  15. The Chairperson, the Members, 05cars and othar employeta ? f .  tha 
MOmbcraand staffof Corn-  ommi mission shall ba deemed to b~ public setvahts within tba meaning of 45 of 1868 

b,b saction 21 of tho Indian Penal Code. 
pubk ,S o r - 
w. 
S u  Qovcrn- 16. Tho .state Oovcrnmant shalt consult the Commission on all major policy 
merit to Mu' m a t t a  agecting women. 
s u l l  !he - 

, to 17. (1) The State Eoyarnment may. by notification, make rules for carrying 
, makotulw. out the provisiom or thls Act. 

. . 

(2) In particular, md without prejudice to tho generality of the f a ~ g o i ~ g  I 

power, suchrules may provide for all or any of the following. mattare, namely:- . . 

- ,{a) s'alaries and allowances p3yabb to, and tha other tarma and conditiolls 
of mica  of the Chairparson and Membm under sub-section (5) 
of section 4 and of. ofice= and orher omployoos undor sub-saction . 
(2) of section 5; 

(&I aUowanm for attending the meofings of the committee by- the w- 
.opted parsons under sub-smhn (3) of section 8; 

/ 

(c) other mattars u n d x  claus~ ( E ) of sub.section (3) 'of section 10; 

(d) the form h which th? annual statemmt O F  accounts shall be maintained 
under sub-section ( I )  of section 12; 

I 

(e) The form in, and the time at which, the annual rmort shall ba ppaned 
unda section 13; 

(f) any other matter: which is raquired to bs, or may ba,' prescribed. 


