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THE WESTERN OlUSSA DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL ACT, ,1998 

[Received thz usse?li'af fire- Governor on rhe 1 1 r h  November 1 998, firsf pubiishcd in an 
, extraordit~aryissueofrhe Orissa Gaz,:t:tte, ddredtlre 18th Norenrber 19981 

-.I> 

AN 8CT TO PROVIDE FOR THE E5TABLISRMENT OF A COUNCIL FOR 
THE ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN DlSTR ICTS IN ORISSA. 

BE it cnactcd by thc L-gislaiure of the Stale of Orissa in thc Forty-ninlh Year of 
. thi: Rcpublic c f  India as folIows :- 

Short title. I. (1) This Act may b? callsd the Western Orissa Development Council Act, 
extent End ,.:1gg8. 
cornmace- 
w t  . (2) It cxtcnds tc thc districts mcniioned in sub-section (1) of section 3. 

(3) It shall comc into force at once. 

P:ffnitioa~. 2. In this Act, unless thc context otherwise rcquires- 
' ,. .(n) "area of thc Council" means thc area ~f thc Council mcnt~oncd in S U ~  

scct ion (1) of scct ion 3 ; . u 

. . (b) "Chid Execulive Gfficerw means the Chief Exccuiivc OEccr of the Council 
appointed undcr section 12 ; 

. ,' (c) "Council" means the , Western- 01 issa Dcvelopmcnt ' Council. established 
under this Act ; - 

(d)  4tGo~ern~cni"  means State Government of Orissa ; 

(e) arprescribcd" means prcscribcd by rules ; 

CT) "Rcven~e Divisional Commisiioner" means the R*cnue hivisional cornmi- 
ssioner, Northern Division ; 

.. . - (g) 9-ules" means rules made under.this Act. 

kablish- 3. (1) There shall be established by the Govcrmtnt a Council to 
menr or the known as. the Western Orissa Developqnent ,Cocncil for t hr accelerated d~vc lopmc~t  
Cowl* of the arza of the CounciI which shall comprise t he  districts of Bargarh, Bolangiq 

Deogarh, Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Nuapada, Siimbalpur, Sonepur and Sundargarh. - 

(2) The Council shall be a body corporatc with the name aforeuid IiavinB 
perpetual succession and a common sea1 with power, subject to other provisions 
ofthis Act, to  acquire, hold and dispose of porpezty and to conlr~ct  and may by 
said name, sue and bc sued. 

amposition 4. (1) Thc Council shall consist of the folIo~ing members, namely:, 
ol thc 
CounciC (a) a chairman, to bc nominated tY the Government; 

(6) to members of Lok Sabha rcprcseniing any constiincncy, either wholly 
or in part, within thc area of the Council, to be nominated by the 
Government; 

(c) twelvc members of the Orissa Legislative Assembly, .not being less than 
one from each district within the area of the  Counc11, d e c  ted from any 
Assembly Constituency, situated wholly or partly within such area, to be 
nominated by the G ovcrnment ; 

(4 four experts to be nominated by the Governmtnt from. amongst persons 
who have- 
(i) spccial knowledge of planning, k a n c e  and accounts of 

Government; or 

a For the Bill, set Orlrsa Garcrlr Extraordinary dated the 261h July 1996 ( No. 756) 



. . ( i i )  Wide cxperiencc in public administration ; or 

(iii) cxpcrtise or spccial kno~ltdgc  in different fill& like cckcation 
includillg technical education :- nd cericnal ir.zining, A ~ r j c u I t ~ c ,  
Industries, Irrigation, Public Health, Forestry, Mining, Public works 
or Employmen1 ; 

(e) Revenvc Divisional Commissioner ; nnd 

(f) Chicf Executive Officer, who shall bc thc M C I ~ ; ~ C I - S C C S € I P ~ ~  of t h ~  
Council. 

I 

(2) Thc administrative expenses of the Council, including thc salaries, 
allowances and pCnsions payabll: to  thc Chicf Execuljvc Officer and ot bSr officers 
and crnployzes of thc Couacil shall bc defrayed out of tLe Consolidated Fund 
of the Statc. 

Duration of 
[hc council 5. (1) Tbc Council, if not superseded carlicr, shall contjnuc Tor a pcriod of 
and its five Ytars from the dare of its conslitutioa or r~~o i~s t i l u i i on ,  as thc case may bd.  

I) membtrs. 
(2) The term of officc of thc Chairman and othcr members, excluding thc 

Rcvcnuc Diy jsional Commissioncr and the Chief Exccut ivc Officcr, b hall be five .years 
from the date mentioned in sub-sccIion (I).  

Rumunera- 6. ( I . )  'fhc Chairman of thc Council shall bc paid such remuncrat i~~  ,.and 
lion, 
sllowanms allowances as the Government may, form time to-time, fix. 
snd fees of 
members. (2 )  The other mcmbcrs qf the Council excluding the Revenue Divisional 

Commissioner and the Chkf Exccutive Officcr, sl:all bc paid ssch fccs and 
allowances for attendings thc mcctings of the Council and pcrformjng the functions 
theleof entrusted to them, as thc G ovcrnment may, from time to  time, fix. 

, F u E ~ ~ o ~ s  
o r  the 7. (1) The Concil shall pxf~ r rn  the following functicns, namely:- 
Cowlcll. 

(a) formulate appropriate indicators for thc purpose of determining- 

(1)  the lcvels of development and imbalances in development, 

(ij) the relative kvels or developmcnt in diITercnt srctors in rclation io . 
each district within thc arra of Ihc CounciI having legard IO 1he 
levels of development of the Slate as a whole; 

(b) assess the ir?pact of various dcvclopment programmes in removing 
' imkaIanccs In development and in achieving owera11 development 

- witein thc aiea of the Council ; 

(c) prepare approp 'iatc long-tcrm and short-tcrm plans, and' progsmmes, 
for removal of developmenral imbaianccs between diEercnt districts 
within the area of the Council keeping in vicrv the 0veraI1 levels 
of developmcnt of the State ; 

(d)  suggest long-term measures to pievent recurrence of imbalances as 
aforesaid, and optimal sectoral dlacztion of availabk resources. for 
removal of such imbalances, kccping in wiew the potentialities of 
different dislricts wiihin I hc arca of the Council ; 

(e) formulate plans and programmes for equitable arrangements in providing 
adequate fac111tles for technicel c l ~ c 2 t i c n  I znd vccz1icnal lreinirg and 
for sufficient opportunity for employment in services uqder the control 
of the Govcmment within the area- of thc Council ; 

Cf) prepare annual reports for i t s  working andsubmit tbe samc to .  the 
Government as far as practicable, within three months after ,the 

. closure of every financial ycar. 

(21 The Council may,.for the purpose of achieving the object of ibis ~ c t ,  from 
time to time, make necessarY,recomendat~ons to the Govcmmeat, 



(3) Notwithstanding anything in the prcccding sub-sections but subicct to 
any general or specirl guidelines, if any, in this rsgzrd, t h c  Council may, impl,:ment 
or cause to  be impI:mcnt,.d any sch.:me or projmtct for I j lc o ~ e m l l  economic 
,development of  he arca of the Council ; 

-3 (4) The Covacil sh.alI not r.c.quire. hold and disprsc of any imrntvab1e properly 
or enter into conlzact in r~SpeCt of any immovable Property, except with the 
previous approval of Ihe Govcrnment. 

HadqUanefi 8. ( I )  Thc headquarters of the Council shall be at such place as may bc notified of th: Cou Icil. its by Govrrnmcnt in the Gaz~tte. 
. - 

me-:tirEr. 
end procc- , 

dUrc. 
(2) The Council- shalI orclinarily hold at least one meeting in every three 

r~lonths for tb: transacticn of ils business. 

(3) 'Ib,: Chairman or, in his absence; any member clected by and from amongst 
thc members of the CoundI, cxcluLing ~ h c  Chief Exccurivc Oficcr, shaII preside 
at a mee~ing  of rhc Couccil. 

( 4 )  T h c  Mem ber-Sccretery shall, in consuhation with the chairman, convence 
thc mectings of the Council. 

(5) Thc quorum necessary for the transaction of busincsi at a meeting of the 
Council shall be scvrn  membcrs excluding the Chicf Executivc Officcr, and thc 
matters r ~ q u i r ~ d  to bc tecidl:d by the Council shall be decidcd by the majority 
of votes of ihe members prescnt 2nd voting. 

(6) The Chairman or the person presiding ovcr 2 meeting shall have and 
exercise a second or casting vcte in case of cquelil y of votcs. 

(7) Save as aforesaid the busincss of  the Council shzll be transacled in such 
manner and in accordance wilh such- proced~ue as the Council: may, by 
regulation, detcrminc. 

Resigqtion 9. The Chairman OT any member other than the Revenve Divisional Cornmi- 
::ihalrmn ~sioner and the Chicf Excculive Officer. may resign his Ofice by writing undcr 
m b b m .  . his.-hand nddressed to thc Goverllmcnt and shall be dcemed t.3 havc vacated 

his 'Office with eEect frum the date of his resignation is accepted by the Govern- 
. ment. 

~ e m o ~ 1  of 10. (1)  The Govcrnment may, by notscation, remove the Chairman of the 
Chairman Council jf 
nnd with- 
drawal OF 
nomination (a) is found, in the performance of his functions under this Act, to have 
of member. - exceeded or abused his powcs; or 

. - 
(b) rcfuses to act or is incapable of acting or acts in a rnznner which 

the Government Considers to be prejudicial to the interesls and 
objects of the Council: 

Provided that no action shall be taken under this sub-section without 
giving the person concerned an opportunily to show cause against the proposed 
action. I 

(2) The Government may, at any time, by an order -publiehcd in the 
. Gazette, withdraw Ihc nomination of a member nominated on the Council and, 
- upon such nomination being withdrawn. he shall ceaze to be a member of the 

Council from the date of publicatiop of the ordcr. 

Filling of 
vacancy. 

11. When Office of a member' including the Chairman becomes vacant by his 
resignation, removal, death or otherwise the vacancy shall be filled up a new mcmber 
in the samc manner in which he was taken as a member of the Council, and 
such member shall hold o5c3 00 long as the member whose place ha fills 
would have becn entitled to bold office, if such vacancy had not occurred. 



*ppoint- 12.- (1) Therc shall be a' Chief Executive Officer of the-. Coundil, who shall 
~ ~ ~ ! ~ ~ e r b e  an officer of the Government to be appoioad by the Government :by 
Oficcr and notifi~lion. 
his term of 
~ T c c  and (2) Thc term of office and othcr conditions of servicc of the Chicf Executive 
ohaer condi- 0fficcr shall be such as may be prescribed. . - ,  . . , tions OT - ' 

servim. (3)  he Chief Executive ' Officer shall be under the. administrative control of " '  " ' 

the Council. 

Omcers 
and other 

13. (1) The Council shall have the assistance of such number of officers- and 
,,ployces other employees for the efficient performance of its functions under Lhis Acl may be 
the Council. determined by the Government from rime to timc. 

14 The appointment of ofirccrs and other employees, their term of ofice and 
conditions of service shaH be such is may be prescribed. 

Duties of 14. (1) The Chief Executive ofher shall bc responsi blc for the maintenance of the . . 
powcs 

' 

records of the Council and Shall exercise adminisrrative supervision and Control over . , . 
all officers and employees of the Council incluting those who% scrvices may kc placed 

7 r ~ f i e r .  a t  1 he disposal of thc Coun ,:il by the Government. 

(2) Subject to the rules, the Chief Executivc Ofticcr shall cxercisa St?ch othcr 
. . powers, perform such olher functions and djschargc such -other duties as the Council 

may, by general or special rcsolution, dircct. 

varmcYm IS. No act or of the council shall be invalid by reason only of the dtftcl opt . 
ot invalidate c~istvnce of any vacancy amongst its members or any defect in the canslitution. , . 
p r ~ c c e d i ~ g ~  thercof: 
of tho 
Council. 

, . 
Supers&i# '. 16, (1) If, in thc opinion of the Government, the ~ouni l -  
of the 
C o w i L  (a) is not competent to perform, or persistenlIy makes default in the perford 

, . 
mance of, thc duties imposed on it by or under this Act, or excee$s or , , . , 

abuses its ower; or 
(b) fails to  p~rform its functions efficiently, 

The. Governmcnt may, by an order notified in the Gazette, supersede the Council: , 
- -, 

. Provided that the Council shall be given reasonable opporlvoity of being heard , . ! . 
before its supersession. 

(2) The notified order shall remain in force for such period, not cX#eding six 
months, as the Governmcnt may spccify therein, and the .Coancil shall be rec )nstituted 
in the manner provided in section 4 before the cx?iration of the period so specified. 

(3) M e n  the Council is superseded by an order under sub-stcIion (I),- 
(a) all nominated members including the Chairman of the Council shall 

vacate their respective offices with eflect from the dale of publication of , 

the order; 
{b] during the period of supersession, all the porvers and functions oftho 

Council shall be excrciQd and performed Ily such perscn or authority as 
the Government may appoint in that behalf; and 

(c) the land and properlies of the Council shall, until it is reconstituted, vest in 
in the Government. 

Council 17. (1) There shall be establi.chcd by the Council 8 fund to bc called the Council 
Fund. Fund to which shall be credited,- 

(a) all sums of money paid to  it or any grants made by the Government fop 
the purposcs of this Act; 

(b) any grrnts that may be made by the Government of India or by my person 
or authorily for the purposes of this Act; 

(c) any other amount received by the Council fram any other source. 
(2) The Council Fund shall be applied for Payment of dl sums, charges nad 

costs necessary for carrying into effect t h e  purposes of this Act. 



. . ,- . . (3) Witho~t;prejirdicz ta.,:anything provided in -.this section;.' there: skill :bE paid - 

. : . by 3 the. .. Gaveinrnent 30 the r:Council .Fund, by.way ,of &ant .or otherwise, a . s p M d  " '. - sum of money, every ycat. so as to ena5Ie th: Council to impIcmtnt orrcause:ro .be . 
imp!emented any pheme or project undertaken by it. 

r: . . . . .  - .  . -> 
m u n b  IH.(I)The Council Fund shall be joiatlY opcrated by the Chiairman and tho 
andaudit. * +Chki-:Executive~O~t.oE . . . .  fhevCbuncil; . 

(2) The Council shaU maintain proper accounts and other relevant rewrds in 
such#formand,in such mmner as-may. bc prescribed, - .  

* - -  
(3)The accountsofthe CosnsiJaall :be-aUited by,sucb'-po~on.or:aut~ority:: , 

and at such i ntervds and such fallorH up actions shall be taken thereon,+ may bc 
- . pzscribed: 

Pmcr to 19. The .Government. may,. from time . to,.timc,- ,issue such .g:neral+, or.-special : 
Irmedirw- :-diiilctir>@"to -.tlie Council'' 'ag,'it' :co~siders- necessary :or. . ezpe.dient For the .pyrp~scof '-: 
''OR . -. a~hi=Yi;ngt~k gbje&'of his A,$;'' 

d 
Me-H 20. Every member including the Chairman and e&# officer or employee of 
 and-, $he ~Cau~cil:.sfisll :be: :deemed to-& a .public.semant ,within the  a w i n g  of s'ection 21 ~~~~ fp'.~f.tlLe lad ian Psnnl Code, 1860.. . , . 43 d 1Bb0 

, , rtrvanl~. 
Pmtcction 21. No Suit or other Jegal proceeding shall. lie against the Council or .againske . .; ' 

ofmion  :~~o~yh~mb;er lr i c l~ id ing~th '~~ l ia imanoranyof f i&r~oremployea ' t~e~of . fo~r  ... anything:' . -  
'die~ in i~ itr::g~Dd;~faith done par* intended 'to bedone under this A d  or the rJa or regulatiom-.. aood failb. 

made thereunder. - ,  

. . 
 owe to 22. The . Qqvermnt may make rules far ; carrying jato sffect the .pro$sions of,i; - 
a c  f le t .  this Act. . .  
fnter- - 23..lf any, pestion r-arist~. as to the .iatmpretation , -  of a;ny of .the provisions of 
p*taGon- - ' this Act or rules made thcreuader, it shall be referred to  - tEe G6vernment whose 

decision thereon sball be final. 

Pawcr to : ' '24. "If! ady 'diffihIQ- aiise6 in 'giring"effti~l'10 -the provisidns of this'Act, the 
'ernow Governmentmay,by,orde~,-~oL~jn~~~fit~~LW~~b.the-provi~ioa~of::~is:~Act,-removc 
dlEkulria ' tB . 

. . - Provided that no. swh::order - Shall be mdeiaft&rJ therexp;rY-Qf tk& peioa.of 
. yeamfran t h ~  commwccment: of thl$:Act.- 

. . 
m -.  


	1998OR16.pdf
	1998OR16.pdf




