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T ie  following Act of the'Andhra Pradssh 
Legislative Assembly received the assent 
of the Goveraor on the 1st January, 1999 
and t h e  said assent  is hereby first 
published on t h e  2nd January, 1999 in the 
A b 6 a  ' Pradesh Gazet te  for genarel 
infonoat ion : - 

Be it. enac,ted by the Legislative 
Asswnbly of t h e  State of ,bdL4a P~adesh 
in the F ~ r t y ~ n f n t h  yea*' of Republic of 
India,  'as & ~ X O W S : - ,  , 

1. [l) Thia  A c t  may be called th.e 
Andhra Pradesh Farmersm Hanagarcent: oE t i t l e  
Irriqtt ion Systems t&uen&+ent ) Act,  
1399- : ' - m a -  

- - - 
Received h e  a s n l  of Ole Govern01 an the 1-1-1559. For srarcmcnl 01 objccl and 

remns p l e w  see ihe Andhra Pradcsh G m ~ t e ,  Part IV-A. hrraordinarj. dt. 24-11-1m 
at p a y s  6-7. 



I2! It shall  be deemed to have come 
i n t a f o r c e w i ~ e f f e c t f r o m l l t h  September, 
199a 

2 ,  In the Andhra Pradesh Farmers' 
Mima~ement of Irrigatio3 Systems A c t ,  

a& 3 . l  of 1997 [hzreini fker  referted to as the 

1991 principal Actl, in section 3 ,  in sub- 
- ,  secfior (41, aCter the .proviso to clause 

( 5 )  the fallowing shall be added, namely:- 

Provided fnrther that any person who 
5s in lawful possession and,enjoyfient of 
the l m d  mder a water socrce, on proof 
of such possession 2nd such enjoyment in 
a ' crop year, may claim membership 
notr4Lthstanding whether he is a recorded 
33318 holder or nct, in wnich case t h e  
Eater U s e r s  Association shall n o t  refuse 
the nembership of such persor! far the 
p r z s e s  of this A c t ,  znd such person 
shall be lizble to pay the water charges 
a ~ d  the fees as may be prescribed E S  if 
he is a land holder under a weter  
so%ce. 

3, In sectioc 4 of t h e  pr inc ipa l  A c t ,  
=- 4- in su+sectioa (5 1 , for  t h e  words " fo r  a 

p r i M  of three yearsn, the words" for a 
pe*odofr'iveyearsn, s h a l l b e  subst i tuted.  

?--e 4. In s e e i o n  5 of t h e  principal A c t ,  
5- in sab-section (1) , For the words 

"caprising of one or more w a t e r  users 
associationsm, the words "comprising of 

or E r e  va-ter users associations," 
shal l  be smstituted. - - 



! !. 5 .  I n  -section 1 4  of the principal Py-:---.ti mZ 
~4 - A c t ,  after sub-section ( 4  1. the foli&g -- - 

new sob-section s h a l l  bs Pnserked. 
namely : - I 

" ( 4 - A )  A member of the [faker Gsera 
Association shall ce2so to & a 1 : s "  
or a chairman or a P s e s Z d a t  .oz a- 
Menbcr o f  a Managing Coumitkee shall 

-becone disqualified to corkinner in 
o f f i c e ,  if he ceases to kalandholder ."  

! 6. In section 23 of the principal 9- 

A c t ,  after clause- i - f ) ,  . e e  O o l l o r J i n g . ~ 2 3 -  
clzuse shal1,be inser ted ,  ~ a e l y : -  

" I g )  violates thz I.!araSandi or the 
wzter dis tr ibu . t ion .  and eg-&tion  

'schedule made by the W a t e r  Dsflrs 
Association or the ~Sstr-ibnkory - , .  

! Committee or the Project C d t t e ~ , ~ ,  

7. After section 41 of  the,prhcipal -uf 

i A c t ,  the following new s e d o n s  shall be e% Q9- 
inserted, namely:- 

"Power to give  41-A 11) Nokwit%ta&g 1 :k:°ctioa, , , I anything eon-pi in 
t h i s  .kt it shall be 
competent: ?or the Govern-. 

ment or, as the ease may &, the budssia- 
ner either on its own accord ar au 
application made issue ouch dixec-~ns, 
as -they nay consider necesszzz* to any 
Farmers1 Organisation for the pm- 
working of the said Orgdsat icn  a d  ' 
such Farmers' Organisation aka11 -1- 
ment those directions - 60r effedve 
funct ion ing  of the said OrganA~adaa. , . 



( 2 )  If i:: the opinion of the Govern- 
ment or, as h e  case may be, the 
C o m i s s i o n e r ,  t h e  pres ident  or tl-e 
Hernbers of the Hamging  C o m n i t t ~ e  of a 
Farm=rs '  Organisation,-- 

( i l  wilfully oait ted or refused to 
carry o u t  t h e  directj.ons of the Govern- 
g e n t  or the Commissioner for  the proper 
..;orking of the Organisation; or 

l i i )  zbused h i s  p o s i t i o n  or the 
power vested in him; or 

Iiii) i s ' g u i l t y  of miseon9uct in the 
discharge of his duties; or 

(iv) persistently defaulted in the  
performance of his functions and d u t i e s  
entrusted to him under f h ~  Act to t h e  
detriment of the f -mct ion ing  of the 
concerned organisation or has become 
incapable of such performance; or 

' ( v )  violated any of the provisions 
of the Act or the rules.rnade thereuader; 
Of 

(vi ) incurred any of the disqnal i f  ica- 
tions un2er the  provisions or' Ace, the ' 
Government or, as the case may bep t h e  
Commissioner may proceed either suo-motu 
or on a representation or application, 
and may ' remove such member' or t h e  
President after giving him reasonable 
opportunity of making a representaticn 
aga ins t  such act ion .  



~evision by t h e  - 41-0. The ' Government 
Government or I or t h e  Commissioner may 
;.he Comnissioner. either on its own 

'accord or an applica- 
t i o n  made c a l l  for and examine t h e  
records of any Committee of. a Fa,rmers1 
Organisation or, as t h e  case may be, t h e  

,records of the Apex Committee . in  respect 
of any decis ion;  order or other 
proceedings made under this A c t  to 
satisfy themselves or himself as to the 
correctness, l e g a l i t y  or propriety OD 
any such decision or order or as to-the 
r e p l a r i t y  of such proceedings and if in 
any case it eppears to the Government or 
to the Commissioner that such decision, 
order or proceedings s,hould be modified, 
annul led,  reversed or remitted for 
reconsideration, they or he may pass 
orders accordingly.: 

Provided that the Government or the 
Commissioner s h a l l  not: pass any order  
prejudicial. to any party unless he has 
been given an :opportunity of making a 
representation. '4 . 

8. The Andhrn Pradesh Farmers Manage- R e p e l  of the 
ment of Irrigation Systems (Amendment) Ordinance 7 of 
Ordinance, 1998.i~ hereby repealed. - 1998 

G.. BEqVI!!  PRASAD, 
' S&c~etary to Government, 

Leg i s l a t i ve  Affairs t J u s t i c e ,  
Law Dcpar t m e n t  . 
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STATEKEKT OF OBJECTS AETD R E W O A S  

In order to overcome certain practical diEEiculties in .- 
implementation of the provisions of the Andhra Pratlesh F 

Farmers &nagemcnt of  Irrigation Systems Act, 1997, Govers- 
m e n r  have decided to mend the said Act suitably. 

Tne sa l i en t  feaCurcs of t h e  ~ l l l  cite as fol1ovs:- 

IL! Any person iiho is in lawful possession 2nd cr-joy- 
meat of t c z  land can c l a i ~  :.'embership znd shzl> pay t h e  
water charges and t h e  fecs ?-s m y  b! prescz -ad .  

( Z 1  Thc F3esident arld the members of t h e  !,Qn~qinq 
Ccmnittee shall hold aEfice s'or 2 period o.f S years f r o m  t k e  
d a t e  of the f i rs t  iueetinq instead of 3 years., 

[ 3 )  The Gnvcrnncnt is cz~~wr~--erd~ to del inente  every 
c~ . :~nmd ==pa of  the i r i i q n t i o n  system comprising of Irk-o or 
more .water users orqnnisations - and declare it to be a 
distzihutory a r e a .  

( < I  A ~ q e d x r  of Znc wztsr users asswiatior? stall 
ccase to be a M%kr .or ;I C h a i m ~ n  or a Presidcgt or a 
tfember of t i c  !&naging Cordittee as tine cdsc , say be and 

- s h a l l  -Lane d i s q u a l i f i e d  to c o n t j . x e  i n  cffice, iC kc 
ccases to Le a Ikud holder. - 

( 5 )  IE any per:;on vlo!.ates t h e  Kzrab:adi or ehe Water 
distribution and rcgulation.schedule ~ p d e  by t h e  water users 
rmsccir'-,ion or t h e  Distributary ~ c m ~ i , i t e c  or the Prcjcc: 

' Comittee as in t he  case m y  be, 'it. s h a l l  te an c fEzncf  
ur.dcr t h e  provisions, of ',>is Act. 

( 6  ) Tnc G~!rc?:nm2nt or as the c;,se n!ay 2 -  to ia iss iccer  - 
j,s e;n-x-:)cred tb gicc direcLioni: to Ln y f am.zrs ~r~zaisaticn 
f o r  t he  prop:: :ror):ir:~ of  t h e  o r g ~ 7 l s : ~ t i o a  an5 such Ea~:q?rs 
orgimisaticn s l ~ z l l  ii5-,lemi?l: thoon .dircc';ions acd +i the 
m e r n k r  of tile orgcnisat ic~? -~ io la t r . s  any oE khe piovicicrm cE 
the Ack, l .nllfully o n i t s  or -refuses to carry  out the 
direC"iions, zbclses his positim, , g u i l k y  oE pis-zonduci  end . . . - 



violakes any of thz p r a v i s i o ~ s  0 5  t h e  Act or khe Sules, they 
axe errwwered to remove such rnerrhrs or t h e  Pres ident ,  after 
g i v i n g  reasonsable opgortunity. 

( 7 )  The GavernmsnE or the C o m ~ i s s i o n e r  may exercise 
revisional powers and pass orders a f t e r  givi-g an 
oxorkuni ty  of making a representation. 

& t h ~  Legislative ~ssernbly OE the S t a t e  was n o t  then 
in Session and as i t  has been decided to give effect t o  the 
above decision immeBiately, the Andhra Dradesh Irrmers7 
F!!iagEment of Irrigation -systems (knen6ment 1 ordinance, 1998 
( A . P .  Ordinance No. 7 oE 1990) has been proaulgated 5y t h e  
Governor on the -10th Scptemkr ,  1198. 

The B i l l  seeks to replace the s a i d  ordinznce. 

T1TI4?vL4 NAGESrqARA RAO, 
Mi~is t e r  f o r  Major & lmlefiiun 

I r r i g a t i o n ,  



AND= PRADESH ACTS, ORDINANCES AND 

REGhTl;ATIONS Etc. 
The following A c t  of t h e .  A n d h r a  

Pradesh Legislative Assembly received 
the a s s e p t  of the Governor on t h e  23rd 
April., 2 0 0 3  and t h e  said a s s e n t  is 
hereby f i r s t  published on the 24th April, 
2.003 in t h e  Andhra  Pradesh G a z e t t e  f o r  
general information. 

ACT No.: 7 OF 2003. 

AN ACT FUKlTIER TO MIEND THE ANDHM 
PR9DESH FARMERS MANAGEMENT OF I R R I -  
GATIOTI SYSTEMS ACT, 1 9 9 7 - 
Be it enacted by the Legislative 

Assembly of the S t a t e  of Andhra Pradesh 
in t he    if tyrf ourth - Year of the  Republ ic  
of Ind ia  as follows:- 



Short title 1. (1) T h i s  A c t  may be called t h e  
and Andhra  Pradesh Farmers Management of 
Comenc-entIrrigation systems (Amendment) Act, 

2 0 0 3 . .  

( 2 )  It s h a l l  be deemed to have come 
into force with effect from 25th Septern- 
'ber, 2002. 

Amendment 2 .  In the Andhra ~ r a d e s h  Farmers 
of Section 2, Management of Irrigation Systems A c t ,  
k t  I1 of 1997 ( h e r e i n a f t e r  referred to a s  the 
1997. principal' A c t ) ,  in, s e c t i o n  2 ,  in sub- 

section ( 1 ),- 

- (1) a f t e r  clause ( b ) ,  the f o l l o w i n g  
clauses s h a l l  be i n s e r t e d ,  namely:- 

"(bb) 'chief E n g i n e e r '  means t h e ,  
C h i e f  E n g i n e e r  of I r r i g a t i o n  and Command 
Area Development D e p a r t m e n t ,  who j.s 
incharge of c o n c e r n e d  Farmers Organisa- , 

tions; 

Ibbb) 'Corrrmissioner' mcansan  o f f i c e r m  
appo in ted  by the Government a s  Commis- 
sioner u n d e r  sect ion 33 ; " ; '  

( 2 )  f o r  c l a u s e  ( d l ,  the following 
clauses s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d ;  namely:- 

"(dl 'Competent a u t h o r i t y  { A g r i c u l -  
ture)' means an o f f i c e r  of t h e  Agricul- 
t u r e  Department appointed 2s such u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  21; 

(dd )  'Competent authority (Engineer- 
i n g  ).-' mean s an officer of a n  E n g i n e e r i n g  
D e p a r t m e n t  appointed as  such u n d e r  
s e c t i o n  21 ; "'; 

( 3 1 in clause . ( p )  , under the heading 
Explanat ion ,  -- 



(a) to item (I), C h e f o l l a w i n g  s h z l l  - 

t.e added, namely:- 

"Such system may have: three  t iered 
farmers o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  namely:- ., ' 

- 
(i Water Users Associat ion at 

primary level ; 

(ii) Distributary Committee at 
Secondary level; and 

I iii) Project C o m m i t t e e  at project 
level."; . 

(b) to i t e m  ( Z , ) ,  t h e f o ~ l o w i n g s h a l l  
be added, namely:- 

"Such system may have t w o  tiered 
farmers organisation# namely:- 

. (i), Water Users Association at' 
primary l e v e l ;  and 

(ii) .Project Committee at Project 
level. " ; 

(el to item 1 3 ) ,  the following s h a l l  
be added, namely:- . 

"Such system may have single tiered 
farmers organisation,narnely:- 

Water Users Association. " ; ' - - 
( 4 )  a£ ter clause (u) t h e  fol lowing 

clause shall be - i n s e r t e d ;  namely:- 

" (uu ) - ' Superintending Engineer ' 
means the Superintending Engineer of ' Irrigation and Command A r e a  Development 
Department incharge of concerned Farmers 
Organisations."; 



w d m e n t  3 .  In Section 3 of the 2rincipa3. A c t ,  
Sectibn 3. f OK sub- sec t ion  ( 2 1 , the f ollobring shall 

be substituted, namely: - 
1 

" ( 2 )  Every Water Users Area shall be 
'divided i n t o  ~erritorial Constituencies 1 
which  s h a l l  be s i x  in Minor ~rrigation : 
systems and twelve in Major and Medium 
I r r i g a t i o n  Systems.". 

Substitution 4 .  F O ~  Section 4 of t h e p r i n c i p a l ~ c t ,  
of S e c t i o n 4 .  the folloiing shall be . substitutcd, 

namely : - 

kecfion of 
president, 
Vice- 
president 
and Hembers 
of rbe. 

-ging 
kmmittee 
of Water 
Users 

(1) T h e r e .  shall be a Macaglng 
Committee for each Water Users Assoc ia -  
tion comprising members of the T e r r i t f ~ r i a l  
Constituencies as specified in sub-sec- 
tion ( 2 )  of Section 3 elected directly . - -  
by the Water Users as specified i n  
clause ( i )  of sub-section ( 4 )  a£ section 3 
o f  t h e  A c t  from t h e i r  respective T e r r i -  
torial Constituencies. , , 

( 2 )  T h e  Managing-Committee for Water 
Users Association shall be a continuous 
body, w i t h  one third of i-ts members ' 

thereof retiring every two years as spe-,, 
cified in sub-section ( 3 ) .  

(3) The term of office o f t h e m e m b e r s  
of t h e  Territorial Constituencies shall, 
if n o t  recalled or removed or disqualified 
under the provisions of the ' A c t ,  shall 
be six years from t h e  date of first 
rr-cet j ng of the Managing C o ~ n m i t t e e  
a p p c i n t e d  by the Comrnissio~;er: 

Provided that at t h e  f irs t  elecr-ion, 
a l l  t h e  Territorial C o n s t i t l r f n c y  members 
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. - . . - . - - - - 

s h a l l  be elected at one t i m e ,  o u t  of 
which o n e  t h i r d  of t h e  members thereof 
s h a l l  r e t i r e  as soor. as  may be an t h e  
completion of t w o  years ,  another. one 
t h i r d  members shall r e t i r e  after comple- 
t i o n  of four years and the remaining o n e  
third shall re t i r e  after completion of 
s i x  years in of f i ce  and t h e i r  terms of 
retirement shall be decided b y  drawal of 
l o t s .  

( 4  1 The term of off ice  of a l l  t h e  
, , .  . - r r - i :orLs? Constituency members electcd 
subsequent .to t h e  f i r s t  electior.  
srda ins t  the  vacancies of retirement, as 
specified in sub-section [ 3 )  shall be of  
six years, if not recalled or removed or 
disqualified under t h e  provisions of 
t h e  A c t .  

( 5 )  The District Collector shall 
c ~:i:se arrangements £3r t h e  election of a 
r:anaSing committee consisting of  o n e  
member from each of t h e  Territorial 
constituencies of a Water Users  area.by 
a s implif i e d  elect ion procedure i n  the 
manner prescribed: 

Provided tha t  for the reasons to be 
recorded in w r i t i n g  t h e  Government may, 
from t i m e  to time, p o s t p o n e t h e ~ l e c t i o n s .  

( 6 )  The D i s t r i c t  Collector shall also 
cause arrangements for , t h e  election of a 
P r e s i d e n t  and a ~ i c * e - P r e s i d e n t  of the , 

managing committee from among t h e  - 

members of the managing:cornrnittee of the 
water users association in the rnannsr 
prescrTbed: 

Provided that  for the ,reasons to be 
recorded in writing, t h e  Government may, 
f rorn time to t i m e ,  postpofie the  elect ions.  
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-- 

( 7 )  IE at an e l e c t i o n  held under sub- 
sect ions I 5  1 and ( 6). t h e  P r e s i d e n t  or 
the  vice-president or t h e  members of  tile 
Territcrial C o n s t i t u e n c i e s  of water 
u s e r s  association are not elected, fresh 
elections shall be held in the manner 
prescribed. 

( 8 )  The ~ r e ~ i d s n t  and the Vice- 
president of the managing committee cf 
water users association shall, if n o t  
recalled ox removed or. dj s -a l i f i ed  by 
t h e  provisions of the Act, be in officc 
f o r  a pericd  of t w o  years from the date 
of election or his tenure as member of 
T e r r i t o r i a ~  Constituency, whicheyer is 

e a r l i e r .  

(9) The t e rm of office of the 
Presidentr the V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  and t h e  
members of managing committee of a l l  the 
water users  associations formed, 
subsequent to ordinary e l e l c t ion ,  s h a l l  
also erpire at the time a t  which it 
wculd have expired, if he ha? been 
elected a t  t h e  ordinary election, be 
reckoned from t h e  date as appointed by 
the ccnmissioner,  as spec i f i ed  in sub- 
s e c t i o n  ( 3 ) -  

l ( Z O )  The managing committee shall 
exercise the powers and perform the 
functZans of t h e  water users  
association. ". 

l I m c u ~ ~  5. T:n section 5 of the principal A c t ,  
of S e c t i w  5 .  i n  sub-section 1 ,  for  the  words 

''ccmprisisg of t w o  or more", the words 
"com?rising of five or m o r e "  s h a l l  bc 
s u b s t i t u t e d  . 

hcadacn~  of 
Scct inn  6. 

6. In sect;& 6 of t h e  principal A c t ,  -- 



(1) for sub-section (l), t h e  follovr- 
ing s h a l l  be substituted, namely:-- 

(I) "There shall be a managing 
committee for  every D i s t r i b u t o r y  
Committee consisting of a l l  t h e  members  
of t h e  G e n e r a l  Body"; 

( 2 )  for s u b - s e c t i o n  ( 2 )  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  namely:- 

" ( 2 )  The District C o l l e c t o r  s h a l l  
cause arrangements for the election of 
t h e  Pres ident  and t h e  Vicc-President 
f r o m  among the members of t h e  Managing 
c o n u n i t t e e  of the D i s t r i b u t o r y   obitt tee, 
i n  the manner prescribed: 

I 
I Provided that f o r  t h e  reasons to be 
recorded in writing, the Government may 
postpone t h e  elections from t i n e  to 
time. "; 

( 3 )  In sub-.section (3). for the 
words "the P r e s i d e n t  arid t h e  members cf 
the Managing Committee", t h e  words "the 
'resident or the Vice-President" s h a l l  
le substituted. 

( 4 )  for sub-section ( 4 ) ,  t h e  
fo l l owing  s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d  namely:--  

" ( 4 )  T h e  term oE office of t h e  
President, t h e  vice- president and the 
members of t h e  Managing C o m m i t t e e  of the 
D i s t r i b u t o r y  Committee s h a l l ,  .if not 
recalled or removed or disqualified 
under the provision$ of the A c t  e a r l i e r ,  
be coteminus ,  with t h e  term of the 
general body' specified in sub.- jec t ion 
( 3 1  of section 5,"; 

(5) In the  margirl+ heading, after 
t h e  word "President", t h e  w o l d s  " V i c e -  
President" s h a l l  be inserted. ' 



. h e n b e n t o f  7 .  In seckio7,  T of t h e  principal;,:, . . .  
Tection 7.  f o r  sub-section ( 3 1 ,  t h e  following E ~ E -  _ 

be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  namely : -- 
" ( 3 )  Ir, Major I r r i g a t i ~ ~  S y s t e ~ s ,  

all t h e  presidents o f  the D i s t r i b c : 3 r y  
Coy-kittees in t h e  Project Area, so 1922 
a s  t h e y  hold s u c h  Office, shall consel- 
t u t e  t h e  gene ra l  body of t h e  Projec: 
C c m r n i t t e e :  

Prov',!.ed t h a t  s u c h  Project Committee 
shall have a m i n i m u m  s t r e n g t h  of f i v e  
members. 

( 4  ) In the Medium I r z iga t i on  Systerns, 
all t h e  Presidents of the Water Users 
A~sOciati~n in t h e  project area, so long 
as they hold s u c h  office, shill 
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  body o f  :he 
project committee: 

Provided t h a t  such project committee 
s h a l l  have a m i n i m u m  s t r e n g t h  of f i v e  
members.. ". 

mendmen;: OE ' 8 .  In Sec t ion  8 of the p r i n c i p a l  A c t , - -  
kect i~n 8. 

(1) for scb-section I l l ,  the 
folLow~ng s h a l l  b e s u b s t i t u t e d ,  namely:-- 

11) "There s h a l l  be a managing 
cornittee for every Project  Committee 
consisting of all t h e  members of the  
general body .I1; 

( 2 )  for  sub-section ( Z ) ,  t he  follow- 
i n g  s h a l l  be substituted, namely:-- 

" ( 2 )  The D i : , k r i c t  Collector s h a l l  
cause arrangements for the e l ec t i on  of 
the Chairman and the vice-chairman f r o m ,  
among the members of t h e  Managing 
Committee of ;:he Project C o r m i t t e e ,  in 
the manner prescribed:  
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pro~-ided that for t h e  reasons to be 
recorded in writing, t h e  Gover~rnen  L, m a y  
sostpone the e l e c t i o n  from time to 
t i m e .  " ; 

i31 in s u b - s e c t i o n  ( 3 1 ,  f o r  the words 
"Char iman and t h e  members of t h ~  
~ a n z g i n g  Committee", t h e  uords "Chairman 
and Vice-Char i rnan"  shall be substituted; 

( 4 1  for suh-section ( 4 1 ,  t h e  
following s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  namely :-- 

I' (4.1 The t e r m  of t h e  cffice of the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and t h e  membe-rs  
of t h e  Managing committee of Project 
Committee . shall if n o t  reca l l ed  or 
removed or d i s q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  the 
provisions of the A c t  earl ier ,  be 
coterrninus w i t h  the term of general 

body specified in sub-section ( 3 )  and 
sub-section ( 4 1  of s e c t i o n  7 . " ;  

( 5 1  in the m a r g i n a l  heading, a f t e r  
 he word  "Chariman" , the -- words " V i c e -  
Chairman" shall be i n s e r t e d .  

9.  In S e c t i o n  10 of the p r i n c i p a l  Amendment of 
Kct , -- Section LO.. 

(1) i n  s u b - s e c r i o n  (l), for t-he 
uords " a  Chairman or President" , the  
words " a  Chairman or V i c e - c h a i r m a n  or 
p r e s i d e n t  or V i c e - P r e s i d e n t "  shall be 
substituted, and for the words "as may 
b prescribed", t h e  words "a5 may be 
prescribed to the compe ten t  authority 
( ~ n g i n e e r i r ! g  ) of the  respect ive  F a r m e r s  
Organisation," s h a l l  be substitutedj 

( 2 )  in sub-section I Z ) ,  for t h e  
words "the D i s t r i c t  Collector Or the 
G o v e r n m e n t  a s  t h e  :aze Fay be" t h e  
imrds " the  competent a u t h o r i t y  I E n g i n e e r -  
i z g  ) "  shall be substituted. 
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h e n b e n t  OE 10. T n  Sez2i0n 11 o f  h e  principal 
Scccidn11. A c t ,  for t h e  u o r Z s  "may",  t h e  w o r d  

"shall" shall be substituted. 

. h e n b e n t  of 11. In section 13 of t h e  principal 
Section 13- ~ c t  , f o r  the words " t h e  Government", the 

words ,  " t h e  Government or t h e  District 
Collector" s h a l l  Se s u 5 s t i t u t e d  : 

h c n ~ n t  of 1 2 .  In section 14 of the  principal 
Scccion 14- AC~,-- 

{ 1 ) Eor the  words " a  Zhairman or 
President" !,!herever t h e y  occrr, the  
words "a Chairman or ,Vice-chairman cr 
P r e s i d e n t  or V i c e - P r e s i l e n t "  shall be 
s u b s t i t u t e d .  

( 2 1  after sub-section ( l ) ,  rhe 
f o l l o w i n g  s h a l l  be inserted, namely: -- 

" I 1  A )  No b l ~ m b e r  of L e s i s l a t i v e  
Rssernbly or Member of P a r l i a m e n t  or 
of f ice  bearer of any body constituted 
under a l a w  made by the Legislative 
Assembly of the State or of Parliament 
s h a l l  be qualified for being chosen a s  or 
f o r  being a Chaximan or Vice-Chairman or 
P r e s i d e n t  or Vice-President or member 
of the Managihg Commit t e e .  "; 

( 3 ) i n  sub-section ( 4  1 ,  -- 
(a) in item (b3, in t h e  proviso, 

the words "and he shal l .  cease to hold 
t h e  office forthwith" shall be omit ted .  

- (b) after c lause  (51, the following 
s h a l l  be adde5, n a m e l y : - -  



" ( c )  A person shall be disqualified 
for  being chosen as or far being a 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman or President 
or ~ice-~resident Or Member of Managing 
Committee, i f  he  is disqualified by or 
under any l a w  for t h e  time being in 
force f o r  the purpose of elections to 
t h e  Legislative Assembly of t h e  S t a t e :  

Provided t h a t  no person  shall be 
disqualified on t h e  ground that he is 
less than twenty f i v e  yea r s  of age,  if 
he has attained t h e  age of eighteen 
years. 

( d )  A person shall be disqualified 
for a p e r i d  of s i x  years from t h e  date 
o f  removal f o r  b e i n g  chosen a s  a 
Chairman or Vice-chairman or President. 
or Vice-president or. Member of the 
Managing Committee, if he is removed 
from any post in the farmers organization, 
by the Government or Commissioner or any 
designated officer.as prescribed."; 

( 4 )  in sub-sect ion ( 4  A ) ,  t h e  w o r d s  
" s h a l l  become disqual - i f  ied to c o n t i n u e  
in officen s h a l l  be omitted: 

( 5 )  af ter  sub-section (5), t h e  
following shall be added, namely:--. 

"(61 Any m e m b e r  who is disqualified 
under t h i s  sectiort shall also be 
disqualified to hold any office i n  a l l  
the tiers of farmers o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  ". 

13. For s e c t i o n  15, oE t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
k t ,  the fcllowing shall be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  Seceion 15. 
nexel y : - - 
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" P i U l a g  
;;P&f- 1 15. (1 ) A vacancy arising 

in a farmers organization 
e i t h e r  due to disqualifica- 

ciea. t i o n  under section 14 or 

death or resignation or by any reason 
. s h a l l  be f i l l e d  in themannerpreseribed. 

(2). The t e r m  of office af a Member 
or Presidentr or Vice-President or 
Chaizrnan or Vice-Chairman of t h e  farmers 
organization, so f i l l e d  up under sub- 
sect ion (11, s h a l l  expire at t h e  time at 
which it would have expired, if he had 
been elected at the ordinary election. 

( 3 )  The Commissioner rnayiasuenot i f i -  
cation f o r  filling up . the  casual 
vacancies in all t h e  farmers organi- 
zations every six months, in t h e  manner 
prescribed: 

Provided that no ca,sual vacancy a r i -  
s i n g  w i t h i n  the  last ski ~onths pari@ 
of the tenure 05 the past  i l l  farmers 
organizations. shall hc f i l l c d  in ,by-+ 
electionsc ". 

\Anen*nt of 14, I n  S e ~ t ! . ~ n  . 16 ~f the ;principal 
'Section 16- ~ e t ~  after the words "u tilisation of 

water", the words t o  encourage 
modernization of agriculturen shaL1- be 
in ser t ed .  

Amendment of 15. In Sect ion 17 cf t n e  ':principal 
Sect ion 17. A C ~ ,  -- 

a after  clause (r), t h e  word 
"and" s h a l l  be omitted; 

(b) ~aiter clause I s ) ,  t h e  
follorsing s h a l l  be added, namely:-- 

"(t) to encourage m0dernizai;ion of 
agriculture in its'area-of operation; and 
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Iu)  to maintain t h e  feeder channe l s  
of minor i r r i ga t i on  tanks by t h e  respec- 
t i ve  water users association in t h e  
manner prescribed,  N. 

16. In section ' 18 of t h e  bendmeat of 
Act :  -- Section 18. 

- (a) after clause (a), the word 
"and" s h a l l  be omitted. 

(b) after: clause {p)  , thc f a l l o w i n g  
s h a l l  be added, namely:-- 

- "(q) to encourage modernization of 
agriculture in its area of operat ion .  ". 

Amendment of 17. In section(' 19 of t h e  principali  section 19. 
Act,-- 

(a ]  after c l a u s e  (kl, the word 
"and" shall be omitted! 

(b) after c lause  (11, the following 
s h a l l  be added, namely : - 

'Im3 to encourage! modernization of 
agriculture in i t s  area of operation.".  

18. For section; 21 of the, $rjncipal:Substitution 
A c t  t t h e  fol lowing'  shal l  be s u b s t i t u t e d  Secdan21 
namely : -- 

I r r iga t ion  
Command Area Development 

or any other 
Department or Corporation i n c l u d i n g r r r i - ,  
gation Development Corpora t ion ,  as  they ' 
consider necessary, to be t h e  cornpetenk : 
authority- - (Engineering ) with  s p e c i f f  c , 

functions as prescribed to every farmers 
organization f o r  t h e  purpose o f t h i s  Act .  



' 2 The Government may also, by 
n o f i f i c a t i o n  appoint an officer from the 
agriculture department,  to be t h e  
competent  authority (Agriculture) with 
the spec i f ic  functions as prescribed, to 
every farmers organization for t h e  
purpose of this A c t .  

( 3 1 For strengthening of the farmers 
organ iza t ions the  Government may als3, 
by n o t i f i c a t i o n  appoint an officer or 
officers from any , department or 
departments, to be the additionai 
competent authority or authorities for 
discharging specific functions, as may 
be prescribed ". 

19. For section 26  of t h e  jprincipal 
Of Sect'on 2 6 * ~ c t ,  the. f olloving s h a l l  be substituted, 

. namely :-- 

26. Any dispute or-differ- 
ence touching the constitution, 

tee- management, powers or functions 
of a fatmers organization arising-between 
members.. .between a mernberj and the managing 

, ,;committee:- of a water us~i5~ir' assbciat ion . .. 
cr between t w o  or mare w a t e r  users asso- 
ciat ions  or between two or'lmore dintri- 
butory committees or between.' two or 

8 more project committees shall be deter- 
-mined and disposed of in the manner 
prescribed,". 

S u b s t i t u t i o ~ ~  2 0 .  For seckion 27 of - t h e  ~ p r i n c i p a l  
of 27, A&, the following s h a l l  be s S s t i t u e e d ,  

namely : -- 
. . ! 27. Any party to a dispute  / ior dif ference  aggrieved by a decision 

, m 

:made or orde_r passed by t h e  managing. 



committee of farmers organization or by 
a designated officer, as the case may 
be, may appeal to the authority and such 
appeals shall be disposed of, in t h e  
manner prescribed.". 

Amdment of 21. In section ; 28 of the princ ipa l  Section 28. 
i Act,--  

(1 1 for sub-section { 2 ) ,  the follow- 
I ing shall be substituted, namely:-- 

' [ 2 )I The books . of, accounts and other 
records'shall be open for in fo rmat ion  to 
the members of the Farmers organisation 
and also far i n s p e c t i o n -  to any officer 
or o f f i c e r s  authorised by the Government 
or t h e  Commissioner, as may be 
preser ibed. 'I; 

( 2 )  after sub-section ( 2 )  so amended 
t h e  fo l lawing  shall  be added, namely:-- 

"'(3)  to e n c o u r a g e e f f e c t i v e f u n c t i o n -  
i n g  of t h e  farmers Organisations, the 
Government may prescribe incentives and 
disincentives for farmers Organisations, 
based on t h e i r   performance."^ 

2 2 .  For section 32 of the principal!'Substiturfo~ 
A c t ,  the  following shall'be substituted, of Section 32. 1 
namely : -- , I 

"mw- i 32. A Member or president' or : 
tim, 1: Vice-President or Chairman or, 
vice-=airman of the  Managing Committee 
of a farmers organizat ion  ; may resign! 
his office through a l e t t e r  sen t  by I ,  
registered post or tendered in person to; 
the authority designated and it s h a l l  be' . 
processed and disposed of in t h e  manner . 
prescribed, " . . I 
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Amendment of 23. In section ' 3 4  of the principal 
Section 3 4 -  A c t ,  a£ ter t h e  words "Off ieer or 

Officers" r the words "or the outgoing 
... P r e s i d e n t  or Chairman of the farmers 

.,. organization whose performance is 
adjudged as good, as prescribed" sha l l :  
be inserted. 

2 4 .  1 Sect ion  . 39 of t h e  Principal 
39. A c t ,  for the words "managing committee", 

t h e  words " f i n a n c i a l  sub-committee" 
shall be s u b s t i t u t e d .  

Substitutim/ 
of: I '  25. For sectio,n 41-A of the principal1 

4 1 ' A m ~ ~ t  , the following s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  
namely : -- 

41-A.(l) Notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in this A c t ,  

direc- it shall be competent for the1 
Governmentor as t h e  case may; 

be, t h e  Commissioner or designated! 
,officers n o t  below t h e  rank of a Super- 
intending Engineex,  either on i t s  own! 
'accord 'or on application made, issue 
such directions, as they may consider 
necessary, to any f arrners . organisation 
for t h e  proper working of the s a i d  orga-'  
nisation and such farmers organisation [ 
shall implement those directions for 
effective functioning of the said orqa- 
n i z a t i o n .  

( 2 )  If $n the opinion of the Govern- 
m e n t  or, as the ease may be, the Commis- 
s ioner  or t h e  officers , as designated in 
sub-section (11,. the President or Vice- 
P r e s i d e n t  or Chairman or Vice -cha i rman  
or t h e  members of the managing committee 
of a farmers organisation, 

(i) W i l f u l l y  o m i t t e d  or refused to 
carry out t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  of the Govern- 
ment or the Commissioner or the o f f i c e r s  



as designated in sub-section I l l  for t h e  
proper working of t h e  'organization; or 

(ii) abused h i s  position ar , : t h e  
power vested in h i m ;  or 

(iii) is g u i l t y  of misconduct in t h e  
discharge of h i s  duties; or 

( i v )  pers i s tent ly  defaulted in t h e  
performance of his funct ions  and duties 
entxusted to him under t h e  A c t  - to the . 
detriment of the f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  
,concerned organization or bas become 
incapable oE.such performance; or 

[vI violated any of t h e  provisions of 
the A c t  or t h e  rules made t h e r e  under: 

' or 

(a) defaulted in carrying out t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  audit in the nanner prescribed; 

I Or 
! 
! {bl defaulted in conducting general 
body meetings in the nanner prescribed; 
or 

( c )  d e f a u l t e d  in formation of sub- 
committees in t h e  manner prescribed; or 

i v i )  incurred any of t h e  disqual i -  
, fications under t h e  provisions oE t h e  , , 

; A c t ,  the Government or. as t h e  case may 
: be, the commissioner or . t h e  officers- 
designated in sub-section (1) may 
proceed either suo-moto or on-a represen- . 

I t a t i o n  or application, and may remove 
such President or Vice-president or 
Chairman , or Vice-Cbairman or t h e  Member 

l or members of the Managiny Committee, 
a f t e r  giv ing  reasonable o p p o r t u n i t y  of 
making a representation a g a i n s t  such 

' action. 



( 3 )  Any amount fallen due to be 
recovered, consequent to any financial 
i r r e g u l a r i t y  committed by t h e  Chairman 
or Vice-Chairman or P r e s i d e n t  or Vice- 
President or Member or Members of the 
Managing Committee during their tenure, 
., - 
shall be recovered as  per the Andhra 
Pradesh ~ e v e n u e  ' Recovery A c t ,  U 6.4 or 
any A c t  for  the tiine being in force and 
be credi ted  to the respective farmers 
organization or Government, .  as t h e  case 
may be. 

( 4 1  A l l  appeals on. t h e  orders issued 
under sub-section- ( 2 )  s h a l l  l a y  before 
an appellake authority not below the  
rank of District Collector as m a y  be 
prescribed within a period of .thirty 
days from the date of s e r v i n g -  t h e  s a i d  
orders to the concerned person or 
persons and . t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  
appellate a u t h o r i t y  t h e r e o n  shall be 
f i n a l  ,". - 

of 26. In seetion / 4 2 of t h e  principal 
Section 42. A c t j  -- 

{a) sub-section (1) of Section 4 2  
shall be renumbered as section 4 2 ; :  

Ib) sub-section 1 ( 2 )  s h a l l  be 
omitted. 

Cessation of 
27.(1) ~otwithstanding anything contained the emdsting in 

committees- the p r i n c i p a l  A c t ,  in any r u l e ,  
order, decree or any 2udgment of any 
~ o u g t ,  Tribunal or other a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  
Chairman or President or Member of t h e  
Managing Committee of Water Users 
Association and t h e  Chair lnan or 
F r e s i d e n t  or Member of the Managing 
Committee of the D i s t r i b u t o r y  Committee 
as the ease may be . constituted and 



functioning before t h e  commencement of 
t h e  Andhra P r a d e s h  Farmers 14anagemeht of 
Irrigation Systems (Amendment) A c t ,  2003 
s h a l l  cease to hold such o f f i c e  of 
Chairman or President or Member of the . 

said committees forthwith. 

( 2 )  Upon such cessation o'f such 
Managing committee of WaterUsersAssoci- 
.ations and the Distributary' Committees, 
;it shall be competent f o r t h e G o v e r n m e n t ,  
by notification, appoint an officer or 
officers to exercise the powers and 
,perform the functions of t h e  farmer5 
jorganisation and the Managing C o m m i t t e e s  
thereof till such time the farmers 
organisation is reconstituted in 
accordance with t h e  provisions of t h e  
P r i n c i p a l  ~ c t  as amended by t h i s  A c t .  

( 3 )  , A s  soon as the Andhra Pradesh 
Farmers Management: of Irrigation Systems 
(Amendment) A c t .  2003 comes into forcer 
t h e .  District Collector shall cause 
arrangements for the election of 
Managing Committees of such farmers 
organizations in accordance with the 
provisions of the  :principal Act as 
amended by this A q t .  

I ( 4 )  No suit ' or any other procee- 
'dings shall be rna i t i ned  or continued in 
any Court, T r i b u n a l  or. other  authority 
against t h e  Government or any person or 
o t h e r  a u t h o r i t y  whatsoever for  extending 
their term of off i c e  and : a l l  such 
'pending proceedings shall abate  f o r t h -  
!with. 

( (5) No Court s h a l l  enforce any 
decree or order directing tb continue 

, i d e n t  or t h e  persons as Chairman or ~ 4 e -  



Meabers of the Managing Co,,unittee of 
Water Users Assoc ia t i ' on  or the 
O i s t r i b u t o r y  C o m m i t t e e  as the cake may 
be. 

28 .  The Rndhra Pradesh Farmers Manage- Ordinance 
:merit of irrigation Systems (Second Amend- 

j lo Of 2002m inent) Ordinance 2002 is hereby repealed. 

' K.G. SHAWRAR, 
Secretary t o  Government, 

Legislative A f f a i r s  a Justice ( F A C ) ,  
' Law Department. 



STATEMENT OF OBJECiTS AND REASONS 

In  pursuance of the Andhra Pradesh Farmers Managcmcnt of 
Irrigation Systcrns A& 1997 (Act 11 of 1997), about 10,292 Water User's 
Associa~ions were conslituted and eleaions were held nn 17-61 997 to bring 
into oflice tlie democra~ically clecred M m a ~ n g  Comrninccs o f  these Water 
Users Associarions. Furthcr 172 Disrributo~y Cornminces far the Major 
Projecls in the Stare were also com~itutetl and elections werc licld in 
November, 1997. 

. After the completion of [he first tenure af 5 (live) ycars, ihe Govem- 
ment have reviewed Ihe performance oflhcse bodies and observed that while 
ihc Watlr User's Associaliom programme has k e n  successhl by and I q e  
in achievingthe basic objeclivc of involviugthc f m c r s  in the Mnnagcrnent 
of the Irrigation Systems, certain deficiencies in its working have been no- 
ticcd. 'ihcreforc, tllc Govcmmcnt decided lo cffcct certain changes in the 
set-up of thcsc organiwtions bcforc conducting elections during the year 
2002. In Ibis direction, it is propod l o w o u t  ccrlainchanges in rhc present 
set-up of &e Wafcr Uscr's Associations v:ih the objective of achieving a 
more b d  bawd and m p a r z n t  Faimen Organisations to mnkc them more 
effective instrument of farmer's pdcipation in integrated water manage- 
mcnt and improving the agricultural pmduc~ivily. 

To achicve h e  above objective, it has become necessaq to amend 
varrious provisions of the Andhm Pmdesh Farmcrs Management of Irriga- 
tion Systems Act, 1997 (Act 1 1 of 1997) suitably. 

The salient features of the Bill arc as follows :- 

(i) The Managing Committees of each Water Users Association shall 
consist of territorial members of six in the case of Minor Trrigalion 
Sys~ern and of twelve in the M of Major and Medium Irrigalion 
System, whose term shall be six years and i t  shall be a continuous 
body &i th one third members retiring every two years and their term 
of retirement at the first eteclion shall be decided by drawal of lob ; 



( i i )  In order to meet tl~cadministrarive exigencies, Ihe p a t  of Via-Presi- 
dent h~ been creared in the F m c r s  Organimilrions ; 

( i i i )  The President and Vice-President of the Managing Commitlcc shall 
be clccled from among thc members of b c  Managingh Committee 
of l l le water users Associations and thcir rcrm shall be hvo ycars 
from the dale of clection ; 

(iv) Every Command area ofthe Major Irrigation System shdl have mini- 
mum slrengih of five Disrriburory Commiltecs and also onc Projcct 
Committee ; 

(v) The term of Ofifice of the President, Vice-President and Mcmbers of 
thc Managing Cornrnilteo of the Distibulory Cornminee shall be 
co-terminus with h e  term of +e gcncral b d y  of thc Committee ; 

(vi) In thc Major and Medium Irrigatio~~ S y s w  all the Presidesrs of 
~ h c  Distributary COmmittee and Watcr Users Asmcialioa m p e ~  
tively in the Project area shalI constitute the general body of the 
Project Committee and shatl have a minimum Wcnglh of fivc rneln- 
bers. 

(vii) T11c term of Oficc of the Chairman. MceChainnan and hlcnibes 
of the Managing Committees of the Project Cornmiflees shall w 
terminus w i t  thc tcm of general body of the Project Commiifccs ; 

(viii) f i e  Members of  the Lcgislalive Assembly or Mernbm of Parlia- 
ment or office beams af any body constihiad ucder my law shall 
be disqualified for bcing chosm as Chairman or Mcc-Chairman or 
Ptcsidcnt or Vice-President or the Member or thc Managing Com- 
niittees ; 

(ix) It any Chairman or ViceXhairman, Presidenl or ~ i w ~ & i d e n t  or 
mcrnbers of a Managing corn mi^ is rcmuvcd by the Govzmmcn~ 
or Corrunissio~icr or by any designated officer hc st~at l  be disquali- 
fied fcr six years from the datc of such removal for being choscn as 
such posts ; 



(x) To empower the Government to appoint a competent authority 
(Agriculture) besides !he exisring competent aulhoriq (Engineer- 
ing) and also to appoint additional competent authotilies far 
discharging specific functions ; 

(xi) The prepanlion of budget has been entrusted to ~ inanck l  Sub-Com- 
miaee instead of Managing Commitrce ; 

(xii) 7 h e  Minor Water bodics in the Schedule are in Lhe State are aIso 
brought within purview of the Act ; 

(xiii) A specific provision has becn made for  he ccssaiion of the term of 
ihe cxisting commiflees. 

As the Legislative Assembly of the Sla~c was not thcn in session 
having been prorouged and as it lias been decided to amend the said Acr 
immediately, rhe Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of lrrigarion 
Syslems (Amcrtdment) Ordinance, 2002 (A.P. GOinance 9 of 2002) was 
promlgatad by the Governor on the 241h Scptember, 2002. 

This BiH seeks to rcpIace the said Ordina~cc. 

KADIYAM SRIHARI, 
Mnislerjor Major and 

,Medium higarion. 
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