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ANDHRA PRADESH ACTS, ORDINANCES AND

REGULATIONS Eie.

The following Act of £he Andhra Pradesh
Legislative Assembly received the agsant
of the Governor on the lat Jannary, 1999
and the said assent is hereby §lrst
publighed on the 2nd Januvary, 19299 in the
Anchra ‘Pradesh Gazetts for ganeral
information:-

ACT Wo, 1 OF 1999

AB RCF TO _AMEND TBE ANDHRA_ PRADESH
PARMERS’® DANBGEMENT —OF  TRAIGATION
SYSTEMS ACT, 1997.

Be it enacted by the ILegislative
Assembly of the State of Andhra Pradesh
in the Forty-ninth Year' of Republic of

India, as follows:-, _

1. (1) This Act may be called the
andhra Prazdesh TFammers' Hanagement of
Irrigation Systems (Amendment) Act,
199s. - : :

Short
title
and

- Sommence—
c2nt.

Received the assent of (he Governor on the 2-1-1999. Fer statement of object and

reasons please see the Andhra Pradesh Gazelte, Part L¥-A, Exiraordina
at pages 67

i1]

ry, dt, 24-11-1998
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[2) It shall be deemed to have come
into force with effect from 11th September,
1998,

2. In the Andhra Pradesh Farmers'
Mznagement of Irrigation Systems Act,
1997 ({hereinafier referred to as the
principal 3ct): in section 3, in sub-
section (4),; after the proviso to clause
{i) the following shall be added, namely:-

Provided forther that any person who
is in lawful possession and enjoyment of
the land ander a water source, on proof
of such possession and such esnjoyment in
a crop year, may claim nmembership
notwithstanding whether he is a recorded
loné holder or net, in which case the
Hater Users Association shall not refuse
the =membership of such person for the
prrposes of this 2Act, and such person
sha21l be iliable ta pay the water charges
and the fees as may be prescribed as if
ha 3Is a land holder under a water
sourcea.

Z-. In section 4 of the principal Act,
in sub-section {5), for the words "for a
period of three years", the words” for a
period of five years”™, shall be substituted.

4. In section 5 of the principal Aet,
in sab-section (1), for +the words
“comprising of one or more water users
associations®”, the words "ecmprising of
two or more water users assoczatlons;
skall be substituted. )
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¢+ 5, In -section 14 of tune priocipal
Act, after sub-section [4), the folloring
new sub=section shall hs isserted,
namely - -

"{42A) A member of the Water Users

Association shall ceasa {o be a [Mexbec

or 2 Cheairman or a President oz a

Menber of a Managing Committee shall

-become disgqualified +to coptinge; in
office, if he ceases to be 2 land holder.?

6. In section 23 of the principal
Act, after clsuse- {(f), the following
clause shall be inserted, nermely:-

"{g) viclates ths Yarabandi or the
water distribution. &nd regnlation

‘Schedule made by +he Water Users

Association or the  Distributory
Committee or the Preject Cormities. .

Doy deyt of

Sasrien 4.

o S el ‘crf

JSecticn 23,

7. Bfter section 41 of the .priocipal Reesde=at of
Act, the following new sections sball be section 43,

inserted, namely:-

"Power to give | 41-3 {1} Notwithstanding
direction, anything ceoptained in

etc. . | this Act it shall be

! competent for the Govern-

ment or. as the case may be, the Commissidg-
ner either on its own a&accord or au
application made issve such directicas,
ag “they may consider necessary, to any
rarmers' Organisation for the proger

working of the said@ Organisatien ard '

such Farmers' Organisation shail Immple—
ment those directions . for effective
functioning of the said Organisatioa.
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{2) If in the ouvinion of the Govern-
ment or, &3 Lhe case may be, the
Commissionsar, the President or tle
Members of the Maraging Compittee of a
Farmers' Organisation,--

(i} wilfully omittad or refused to
carry out the directions of the Govern-
jent or the Commissioner for the proper
-sorking of the Organisation: or

(ii) abused his position or the
power vested in him; or

{iii)} is 'guilty of uwisconduct in the
discharqge of his Aduties; or

(iv) persistently defaulted in the
performance of his functions and duties
entrusted to him under the Act to the
detriment of the functioning of the
concernad organisation or hds become
incapable of such performance; or

{v) violated any of the provisions
of the Act or the rules made therewader;
or

{(vi}) incurred any of the disqualifica-
tions under the provisions of Act, the’
Government or, as the case may be, the
Commissioner may proceed either suoc-motn
©or on a representation or application,
and may ' remove such member o¢r the
President after giving him reasonable
opportunity of making a representaticn
against such action.
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Revision by the - 41-B. The ' Government
Government or or the Commissioner may
‘the Comnissioner. either on its OWTl
accord or an applica-
tion made call for and examine the
records of any Committee of. & Farmers'
Organisation or, as the case may be, the
"records of the Apex Committee in respect
of any decision,” order or other
proceedings made under this Act to
satisfy themselves or himseilf as to the
correctness, legality or propriety of
any such decision or order or as to the
regularity of such proceedings and if in
any case it azppears to the Government or
to the Commissioner that such decision,
order or proceedings should be modified,
annulled, vreversed or remitted for
reconsideration, they or he may pass
orders accordingly:

Provided that the Government or the
Commissioner shall not pass any order
prejudicial. to any party unless he has
been given an .oppeortunity of making a
representation. -

8. The Andhra Pradesh Farmers' Manage-
ment of Irrigation Systems (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1998 is hereby repealed. -

. G. BERVANI PRASAD,
.Sec_retary to Government,
Legislative Affairs & Justice
Law Doepartment. ’

Repesl of the
Ordinsnce 7 of
1598
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. STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In order to overcome certain practical difficulties in
implementation of the provisions of +he Andhra Pradesh
Farmers Management of Irrigation Systems Act, 1997, Govern-
ment have decided to amend the said Act suitably.

The salient featuras of the Bill are as follows:-

{1} Any persen who is in lawful possession and cnjoy-
maent of the land can claim membership znd shall pav the
water charges and the fees &s mey be prescriked.

{Z} The PFesident and the members of the Managing
Commnittee shall hoid affice for z peried of S vears from the
date of the first meeting instead of 3 years.

(3} The Government is cmpowerd to delineate every
coimand area of the irrigation system comprising of two or
more -Waber users orcanisations -and declare it to be a
diztTibutory srea.

{41 A member of &the water users association shall
ccase to ke a M2RGAr or a Chazirmzn or a President or a
Hember of the Mapaging Conaittee as the cidsc may ke asd
shall bRecome discualified to contisue in ciffice, if &
crases ko be a land holder.

m

{5) If any person violates tha Warabandi or the Water
distribution and requlation.schedule npde by the water users
associztion or &the Distributory Cemmitiee or the Preject
Committee as in the case may be, ‘it shall be an cffencn
under the provisions of this Act.

{6) The Goveramont or as the case may L2 cormissioner
is cipowered bd give direction:s to zny farmars oerganisazicn
far the proper uvorkine of the crganisntion and such formers
organisaticn shall lrplement those directions and 1P khae
membar of the orgenisation wiolakas any oF the provisions cf
the Act, wilfully oaits or refuses ko carry ouk  the
directions, abuses his position, guilty of mis-conduci and
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violatesany of the provisions of the Act or tha Rules, they
2re empowered to remove such membzars or the President, after
giving reascnsable opporkunicy.

{7} The Government or +the Comaissioner may exsreise
revisional powers and pass orders after giving an
opportunity of making a representation.

As the Legislativq Aszembly of the State was not then
in Session and as it has been decided to give effact o the
above decision immediately, the Andhra Pradesh rarmers’
Management of Irrigatien Sysiems (Amendment) Ordinance, 1998
{A.P. Ordinance No. 7 of 1998} has heen nromulgated by the
Governor on the '10th September, 1999.

The Bill seeks to replace the vaid Ordinznce.

TUMMALS, NAGESWARA RAO,
Minister for Major & Mediunm
Irrigation.



54

ANDHRA PRADESH ACTS, ORDINANCES AND
REGULATIONS Etc.

The following Act of the &Andhra
Pradesh Legislative BAssembly received
the assent of the Governor on the 23rd
April, 2003 and +the said assent is
hereby first published on the 24th April,
2003 in the Andhra Pradesh Gazette for
general information.

ACT NWo. 7 OF 2003.

AN ACT FURTEER TO AMEND THE ANDHRA
PRADESH FARMERS MANAGEMENT OF IRRI-
GATION SYSTEMS ACT, 1997,

Be it enacted by the Legislative
Assembly of the State of Andhra Pradesh
in the Fifty«<fourth Year of the Republic
of India as fellows:-
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Short ritle 1.{(1) This act may be called the

and Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of

Commencement Trrjgation Systems { Amendment.) Act,
2003..

{2} It shall be deemed to have come
into feorce with effect from 25th Septem-
‘ber, 2002.

Amendnent 2. In the Andhra Pradesh Farmers

of Seetion 2, Management of Irrigation Systems Act,

Act 11 of 1997 {(hereinafter referred to as the

1997. - principal’ Act), in section 2, in sub-
section (1}),~

{1) after clause (b), the following
clauses shall be inserted, namely:-

"(bb) 'Chief Engineer' means the
Chief Engineer of Irrigation and Command

Area Development Department, who is
incharge of concerned Farmers Organlsa~,
tiens;

{bbb) 'Commissioner' means an officer
appointed by the Government as Commis-~
sioner under section 33;";

{2) for clause (d), the following
clauses shall be substituted; namely:-

"(d) 'Competent auvthority {Agricul-
ture)' means an officer of the Agricul-
ture Department appointed as such under
section 21;

{dd} 'Competent authority (Engineer-
ing)' means an officer of an Engineering
Department appeinted as such under
section 21;";

{3} in clause :{p), under the heading
Explanation,--.
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{a) to item (1), the following shsll
e added, namely:-

"Such system may have, three tiered
farmers organisation; namely. g

(i) Water Users Association at
primary level;

(i) Distributory Committee at
Secondary level; and

{iii) Project Committee at Project
level.";

{(b) to item (2}, the following shall
be added, namely:-

“Such system may have two tiéred
farmers organisation, namely:-

{i) Water Users Association at’
primary level; and : .

(ii) .Project Committee at Project
level.";

(e¢) to item (3], the following shall
be added, namely:-

"Such system may have single tiered
farmers organisationh, namely:-

Water Users Association.";
(4) after clause (u)., the following
clause shall be ‘inserted, namely:-

"{uu) ° ‘*Superintending Engineer’
means the Superintending Engineer of
Irrigation and Command Area Development
Department incharge of concerned Farmers
Organisations.";
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Vice—
President
and Members
of rhe.
Managing
Conmittee
of Water
Users
Asgociation
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3. In Section 3 of the Drincipal Act,
for subfsection {2), the following shall
be substituted, namely:-

“{2) Bvery Water Users Area shall be |

‘divided intec Territorial Constituenciesl

which shall be six in Minor Irrigation !
systems and twelve in Major and Medium
Irrigation Systems.".

4. For Section 4 of the principal Act,
the following shall be - substituted,
namely:-

(1) There shall be a Manraging
Committee for each Water Users Associa-
tion comprising members of the Territarial
Constituencies as specified in sub-sec-
tion (2) of Section 3 elected directly
by the Water Users as specified in
clause (i) of sub-section (4) of section 3
of the Act from their respectlve Terri-
torlal Constituencies.

(2) The Managing -Committee for Water
Users Association shall be a continuous
body, with one third of ils members"
thereof retiring every two years as spe-
cified in sub-section {3).

(3} The term of office of the members
of the Territorial Constituencies shall,
if not recalled or removed or disqualified
under the provisions of the Act, shall
be six years from the date of first
meeting of the Managing Committee

appcinted by the Commissioner:

Provided that at the first election,
all the Territorial Constituency members

GCP-9
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shall bhe elected at one time, out of
which one third of the members thereof
shall retire as soon as may be an the
completion of two years, another. one
third members shall retire after comple-
ticn of four years and the remaining one
third shall retire after completion of
six years in office and their terms of
retirement shall be decided by drawal of
lots.

(4 The term of coffice of 2ll the
“orricarial Constituency members elecied
subsequent to the first election
agalnst the vacancies of retirement, as
specified in sub-section (3) shall be of
six years, if not recalled or removed or
-disqualified under the provisions of
- the Ahct. '

{3) The District Collector shall
¢ buSe arrangements for the election of a
r.anaging committee cagnsisting of one
wember Efrom each of the Territorial
constituencies of a Water Users area by
a simplified election procedure in the
manner prescribed:

Provided that for the reasons to be
recorded in writing the Government may,
from time to time, postpone the electijions.

{6) The bistrict Collector shall alsco
cause arrangements for the election of a
President and a WVice-President of the
managing committee from among the
members of the managing committee of the
water users association in the mannar
prescribed: :

Provided that for the 'reasons to be
recoxded in writing, the Government may,
from time to time, postpone the elections.
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{7) If at an elcction held under suk-
sections {5) and (6), the President or
the Vice-President or the members of thue
Territcrial constituencies of water

" ysers assoclation are not elected, fresh

Ameudpenr
of Section 5.

Amendeenl of
Scction 6.

elections shall be held in the manners
prescribed.

(8} The President and the Vice-
president of the managing committee cof
water users association shall, if not
recalled or removed or. disqralified by
the provisions of the Act, be in officce
for a pericd of two years from the date
of election or bhis tenure as member of
Territorial Constitnency, whichever :3
earlier,

(9} The term of office of the
President, the Vice-President and the
members of managing committee of all tne
water users associations formed.,
subsequent to ordinary elelction, shall
alse expire at the time at which it
wculd have expired, i1f he had been
elected at the ordinary electiorn, be
reckoned from the date as appointed by
the Ccnmissiconer, as specified in sub-
section (3).

{2:¢} The managing committee shall
exercise the powers and perform the
functions of the water users
assorciation.”.

5. Tn section 5 of the principal act,
in sub-section {1}, for the words
*cemprising of two or more, the words
"comprising of five or mour&" shall be
substituted. :

6. In section 6 of the principal Act,—-
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(1) for sub-section (1), the follow-
ing shall be substituted, namely:--—

(1) "There shall be a managing
committee for every Distributory
Committee consisting of all the members
of the General Body";

{2) for sub-section (2), the
fellowing shall be substituted, namely:-

"{2) The District Collector shall
cause arrangements for the election of
the President and the Vice-President
from among the members of the Managing
committee of the Distributory Committee,
in the manner prescribed:

! Provided that for the reasons to be
recorded in writing, the Government may
postpone the elections from- time to
time.";

{3) In sub-section (3), £for the
words "the President and the members c¢f
the Managing Committee", the words "the
*resident or the Vice-President" shall
& substituted.

(4) for sub-section (4),  the
following shall he substituted namely:--

"{4) The term of office of the
President, the Vice-President and the
members of the Managing Committee of the
Distributory- Committee shall, .if not
recalled or removed or disqualified
under the provisions of the Act earlier,
be coterminus. with the term of the
general body specified in sub-iection
(3) of section 5,";

(5) In the marginal heading, after
the word "“President", the words "Vice-
President" shall be inserted.
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7. In section 7 of the principal :
for sub-section (3), the following ==
he substituted, namely:--

-

[LLENE|

"{3}) In Major Irrigation Systeas
all the Presidents of the Distribuior
Committees in the Project Area, so lon
as they hold such Office, shall consti-
tute the general body of the Projec:t
Committiee:

u'} [T

Proviied that such Project Commit
shall have a minimum strength of £i
menbers.

_—p
Tae
1ve

{(4) In the Medium Jrrigation Systems,
all the Presidents o©of the Water Users
Association in the project area, 50 laong
as they hold such office, shzl]
constitute the general body of <che
project committee:

Provided that such project committee
shall have a minimum strength of five
members. ",

B. (n Section B of the principal Act,-- .

{1} for svb-section {1}, the
following shall be substituted, namely:--

{1) "there shall be a managing
committese for every Project Committee
consisting of all the members of the
general hody.":

(2) for sub=-section (2), the follow-
ing shall be substituted, namely:—-

"(2) The District Collector shall
cause arrangements, for the election of
the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman £rom
ameng the mambers of the Managing
Committee of whe Project Committee, in
the manner prescribed:
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provided tnal for the reasons to be

recorded in writing, the GovernmeniL, may

sostpone  the election from time to
tlme.“;

{3) in sub-section (3), for the words
"Chariman and the members of the
Managing Commiitee", the words "Chairman
and Vice-Chariman™ shall be substitutedy

{4} far suh-section (4), the
following shall be substituted, namely:--

“{4} The term of the cffice of the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the members
of the Hanaging Committee of Project
Committee .shall if not recalled or
removed or disgualified under  the
provisions of the Act earlier, be
coterminus with the term of general

body specified in sub~section (3) and -

sub-section [4) of section 7.%;

{(5) in the marginal heading, after
the word "Chariman", the words "Vice-
Chairman" shall be inserted.

9. In section 10 of the principal
Act ,--

{1) in sub-section (1), £for the

Amendment - of
Secticn 10.

words "a Chairman or President", the .

werds "a Chairman or vice-Chairman or
fresident or Vvice-President” shall be
substituted, and for the words "as may
be prescribed”, the words 7as may be
prescribed to the competent authority
{Engineering) of the respectiveé Farmers
Organisation," shall be substituteds;

(21 in sub-section (2), for the

words "the District Collector or theo.

Government 4as the cagfre mpay be”™ the
wards "the competent aunthority {Engineer-
ing)" shall be substituted.



amendment of
Secrion 11,

Anendment of
Section 13.

Amendmeat of
Secrcion La.

63
10. Ir Section 11 of the principal
Ack, for the woerdés "may", the word
"shall"” snall be substituted.

11. In Section 13 of the principal
Act, for the words "the Government", the

words, "the Gowernment or the District
Collector"™ shall he substituted:

12. In section 14 of the principal
Act,--

{1} For the words "a Chairman or
President” wherever Lthey occuer, the
words "a Chairman or Vice-Chairman or
President or Vice-President" shall be
substituted.

{2) after sub-section (1), che
following shall be inserted, namely:--

"(1A) No Member of Legislative
Assembly or bHMember of Parliament or
office bearer of any body constituted
under a law made by the Legislative
Assembly of the State or of Parliament
shall be qualified for being chosen as or
for being a Chariman or Vice-Chairman or
President or Vice-President or member
of the Managing Committee.",

{3) ia sub-section (4}, --
(a2} in item (b}, in the proviso,
the words "and he shall cease to hold
the office forthwith" shall be omitted.

{h) after clause (b), the following
shall be added, namely:--
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"{c) A person shall be disqualified
for being chosen as ar far being a
Chairman or Vice-Chairman or President
or Vice-President or Member of Managing
Committee, if he is disgualified by or
under any law for the time being in
force for the purpose of elections to
the Legislative Assembly of the State:

Provided that no person shall be
disqualified on the ground that he is
less than twenty five years of age, if
he has attained the age of eighteen
years.

(d) A person shall be disgualified
for a period of six years from the date
of removal for being chosen as a

Chairman or Vice-Chairman or President.

or Vice-President or. Member of the
Managing Committee, if he is removed
from any post in the farmers organization,
by the Government or Commissioner or any
designated officer-as prescribed.”;

{(4) in sub-section (4 A), the words
"shall become disqualified to continue
in office” shall be omitted:

{5) after sub-section {5}, the
following shall be added, namely:—-.

"(é} Eny member who is disqualified
under this section shall a.so be
disgualified to hold any office in all
the tiers of farmers organization,".

13. For section 15, of the principal
Act, the fcllowing shall be substituted,
nazely:-- '

Substitution
of Section 15,



Apendrent of

'Section 16.

Amendment of
Section 17.

15.(1) A vacaney arising
in a farmers organization
either due to disqualifica-
tion under section 14 or
death or resignation or by any reason
-s5hall be filled in the manner presexibed.

(2) The term of office of a Member
or President: or Vice-President or
Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the farmers
organization, so filled up under sub-
section (1), shall expire at the time at
which it would have expired, if he had
been elected at the ordinary election.

(3} The Commissioner may issue notifi-
cation for filling wup  the casual
vacancies in all the farmers organi-
zations every six months, in the manner
prescribed: :

Provided that no casual vacancy arzi-
sing within the last six months pariod
of the tenure of the post in farmers
organizations., shall bhoe f£illed in Dby
elections.’,

14, In section. 16 of the principal
Act, after the words “utilisation of
water"™, the words " o encourage
modernization of agriculiture” shall be
inserted.

15, In Section 17 of <he !principal
Actp-u )

"~ {a) after clause (r}, the word
"and" shall he omitted;

{(b) —after clause {51}, the
following shall be added, namely:-- _
"{t) to encourage modernization of
agriculture in its’ 'area of operation; and

GCP-10
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{u) to maintain the feeder channels
of minor irrigation tanks by the respec-
tive water users association in the
manner prescrihed,”.

16. In Section' 18 of the principal
Act:——

{(a) after clause (o), the woxd
*and™ =hall be omitted.

(b) after' clause {p), the following
shall be added, namely:--

- "{q) to encourage modernization of
agriculture in its area of operation.".

17. In section| 19 of the principal]
Act,—-

(a) after clause (k), the word
Pand™ shall be omitted; :

(b} after clause (1), the following
shall be added, namely:-

*{m) to encouragei modernization of
agriculture in its area of operation.'.

18. For sectioni 21 of the . principal
Act, the follewing shall be substitutred

Amendment of
Section 18.

Amendmenr of
Section 19.

-Substitution
‘of Section 21

namely:-- )

" Appointment ||  27(1)}) The Government may
of Coapetent |jhy notification appoint such.
authorities [officer from the Irrigation
and their land Command Area Development

fonctions., |Department, or any other
Department or Corporation including Irri-

gation Development Corporation, as they:

consider necessary., to be the competent
authority - (Engineering)} with specific’

functions as prescribed to every farmers

organization for the purpose of this Act.



Substitution

of Section 26.

Substitution
of Section 27, pct, the following shall be substituted,
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(2} The Government may also, by
nofification appoint an officer from the
agriculture departwment, to be the
competent authority (Agriculture) with
the specific functions as prescribed, to
every farmers organization for the
purpose of this Act.

{(3) For strengthening of the farmers
organizations the Govérnment may alsa,
by notificatijion appoint an officer or
officers from any  department or
departments, to be the additicnal
competent authority or authorities for
discharging specific functions, as may
be prescribed.”.

19. For section 26 of the iprincipal
Act, the. follow:l.ng shall be substxtuted,
-namnely:--

'-llls !Ili

ment Of 26. Any dispute or differ-

ence touching the constitution,

- disputeq. management, powers or functiens

of a farmers organization arising between
members, between a member]and the managing
icommitteer of a water users association
cr between two or mare water users asso-
ciations or between two or |more distri-
butory committees or between two or
'more project committees shall be deter-—
Imined and Qisposed of in the manner
prescribed.™.

20, For .section 27 of the jprincipal

namely:—-

| =anr . .-
l Appea15| 27. Any party to a dispute
|101‘ difference aggrieved by a "~ decisicn
made or order passed by the manag:l.l'lg
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committee of farmers organization or by
a designated officer, as the case may
be, may appeal to the authority and such
appeals shall be disposed. of, in the
manner prescribed.”.

Amepdment of

. secti 2 rin
21. In ion: 28 of the Principal | Section 28.

' Act——

: (1) for sub-section {2), the follow-
| ing shall be substituted. namely:=--

"(2)| The books -of accounts and other
records shall be open for information to
the members of the Farmers Organisation
‘and also for inspection to any officex
or officers authorised by the Government
or the Commissioner, as may Dbe
prescribed,";

- {2) after sub-section (2) so amended
the following shall be added, namely:--

"(3) to encourage effective function-
ing of the farmers Organisations, the
Government may prescribe incentives and
disincentives for farmers Organisations,
based on their perxformance.".

~  22. For Section 32 of the principalj Substiturion
Act, the following shall be substituted, °* “¢ction 32.
namely:-—. ;

Besigna-| 32, A Member or President or:
Hon. [ Vice-President or cChairman or:
Vice-Chairman of the Managing Committee
o? a farmers organization ; may resigni
his office through a letter; sent by!
registered post or tendered in person to!
the authority designated and it shall be!
processed and disposed of in the manner|
prescribed, " } i
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pmendment of  23. In section’ 34 of the Principal

Section 34.

Act, after the words "Qfficer 9or
Officers", the words "or the outgoing
President or Chairman of +the farmers

. prganization whose performance is

Amendment of 24,

Sectlon 39.

adjudged as good, as prescribed" shall
be inserted.

In Section: 39 of the Principal
Act, for the words "managing committee"
the words "financial sub-committee"
shall be substituted. '

Substirurion)

of.

N 25. For sectioni 41-a of the Principali

Section 4l A‘cht the following shall be substituted,

‘namely:-~

“Power to| 41-A.(1) Notwithstanding any-
glve thing contained in this Act,
direc—

it shall be competent for the,
tions. Government or as the case may’
be, the Commissioner or designated!
.officers not below the rank of a Super-.
intending Engineexr, either on its own!
‘accord or on application made, issue’

such directions, as they may consider

necessary, to any farmers' organisation
for the proper working of the said oxrga—
nisation and such farmers organisation!

shall implement those directions forg

effective functioning of the said orga-
nization.

(2} If in the opinicn of the Govern-
ment or, as the case may be, the Commis-
sioner or the officers as designated in
sub-section (1), the President or Vice-
President or cChairman or Vice—-Chairman
or the members of the managing committee
cf a farmers organisation,

{i) Wilfully omitted or refused to
carry out the directions of the Gowvern-
ment or the Commissioner or the officers
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as designated in sub-section {1) for the
proper working of the organization; or

(ii) abused his position or the
power vested in him; or

>

(iii) is guilty of miscondnct in the

" discharge of his duties; or

(iv) persistently defaulted in the
performance of his functions and duties
entrusted to him under the 2act to the

"detriment of the functioning of the
. concerned organization or has beconme

incapable of .such performance; or

(v) violated any of the prévisions of
the Act or the rules made there under:;

el

{a) defaulted in carrying out the

: financial audit in the manner prescribed;

or -

{h} defaulted in conducting general

- body meetings in the manner prescribed;

or
{c} defauvlted in fermation of sub-
committees in the manner prescribed; or

{vi) incurred any of the disquali-

- fications wunder the provislons of the

Act, the Government or, as the case may
be, the Commissioner or  the officers_
designated in sub-section (1} may
proceed either suo—moto or on'a represen-
tation or application, and may remove
such President or Vice-President or
Chairman or Vice-Chairman or the Member
or members o¢of the Maraging Committee,
after giving reasonable opportunity of
making a representation against such
action.



Amecondment of
Section 4Z.

Cessarion of
the existing
committees.

2!

(3) Any amount fallen due to be
recovered, consequent to any £financial
irregularity committed by the Chairman
or Vice-Chairman or President or Vice-
President or Member or Members of the
Managing Committee during their tenure,
‘shall be recovered as per the Andhra
Pradesh Revenue Recovery Act, 1864 or
any Act for the time being in force and
be credited to the respective farmers
organization or Government, as the case
may be.

(4) All appeals on the orders issued
under sub-section (2) shall lay before
an appellate authority not below the
rank of District Collector as may be
prescribed within a period of -thirty
days from the date of serving the said
orders t¢ the concerned person or
persons and - the decision of the
appellate authority thereon shall be
final,". -

26. In section| 42 of the principal
Act; ~- .

{a) sub-section (1) of Section 42
shall be renumbered as Section 42;:

{b) sub-section:! (2} shall be
omitted.

27.(1) Notwithstanding anything contained
in the ©principal Act, in any xule,
order, decree or any Jjudgment of any
Court, Tribunal or other authority, the
Chairman or President or Member of the
Managing Committee of Water Users
Association and the Chairnan or
President or Member of the Managing
Committee of the Distributory Committee
as the case may be  constituted and
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functioning before the commencement of
the Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of
Irrigation Systems (Amendment) Act, 2003
shall cease to hold such office of
Chairman or President or Member of the
said committees forthwith.

(2} UuUpon such cessation of such
Managing Committee of Water Users Associ-
.ations and the Distributory Committees,
‘it shall be competent for the Government,
‘by notification, appoint an officer or
officers to exercise the powers and
perform the functions of the farmers
iorganisation and the Managing Committees
thereof +till such time the farmers
organisation is reconstituted in
accordance with the provisions of the
Principal aAct as amended by this Act.

(3) As soon as the Andhra Pradesh

Farmers Management of Irrigation Systems
{(Amendment) Act. 2003 comes into force,
the . District Collector shall cause
arrangement:s for the election of
Managing Committees of such farmers
organizations in accordance with the
provisions of the |principal Act as
amended by this Act.
' (4) No suit’ or any other procee-
‘dings shall be maitined or continued in
any Court, Tribunal or. other authority
against the Government or any person or
other authority whatscever for extending
their term of office and'@ all such
ipending proceedings shall abate forth-
‘with. :

k (5) No Court shall enforce any
decree or order directing td continue
the persons as Chairman or Pﬂesident or
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Members of the Managing Coumittee of

Water Users Association or the
Distributory Committee as the casSe may
: be.
-Rﬂp?a']‘ of 28. The Andhra Pradesh Farmers Manage-
Ordinance

{10 of 2002, ment of Irrigation Systems {Second Amend-
! ‘iment) Ordinance 2002 is hereby repealed.

K.G. SHANEAR,
Secretary to Governmeéent,
Legislative Affairs & Justice (FAC),
" Law Department.

Ge P
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

In pursuance of the Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of
Irrigation Systems Act, 1997 (Act 11 of 1997), about 10,292 Water User™s
Associations were constituled and elections were held an 17-6-1997 1o bring
into office the democratically elected Managing Cownmittees of these Water
Users Associations. Further 172 Distributary Committees far the Major
Projecis in the State were also constituted and efections were held in
November, 1997,

After the completion of the first tenure of 5 (five) years, the Govern-
ment have reviewed the performance of these bodies and abserved that while
thc Water User’s Associalions programme has been successful by and large
in achieving the basic cbjective of involving the farmers in the Management
of the Irrigation Systems, certain deficiencies in its working have been no-
ticed. Therefore, the Government decided 1o effect certain changes in the
set-up of these organisations before conducting elections during the year
2002. Inthis direction, it is proposed lo carryout certain changes in the present
set-up of the Water User’s Associations with the objective of achieving a
more broad based and transparent Farmers Organisations to make them more
effective instrument of farmer’s participation in integrated water manage-
ment and improving the agricultural produciivity.

To achicve the above objective, it has become necéssa.ry to amend
varrious provisions of the Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of [riga-
tion Systems Act, 1997 (Act 11 of 1997) suitably.

The salient features of the Bill arc as follows :-

(i) The Managing Committees of each Water Users Assoclation shall
consist of territorial members of six in the case of Minor Irrigation
Systern and of twelve in the cases of Major and Medium Imigation
Systemn, whose term shall be six years and it shall be a continucus
body with one third members retiring every two years and their term
of retirement at the first election shall be decided by drawal of lois ;



(it)

(iii}

(iv)

(v}

(vi)

{vi3)

(viii)

(ix)
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In order to meet the administrative exigencies, the post of Vice-Presi-
dent has been created in the Fammers Organizations ;

The President and Vice-President of the Managing Commitlec shall
be elecled from among the members of the Managingh Committee
of the water users Associations and their term shall be two years
from the daie of election ;

Every Command area of the Major Irrigation System shall have mini-
mum strength of five Distributory Commiltees and also one Peoject
Committee ;

The term of Office of the President, Vice-President and Members of
the Managing Committee of the Distributory Committee shall be
co-terminus with the term of the general body of the Commniittee ;

[n the Major and Medium Irrigation Systems, all the Presidents of
the Distributory Committee and Water Users Association respec-
tively in the Praject area shall constitute the general body of the
Project Commiittee and shall have z minimum strength of five memn-
bers.

The term of Office of the Chairman. Vice-Chairman and Menibers
of the Managing Cammittees of the Project Commitiees shall co-
terminus with the term of general body of the Project Committees ;

The Members of the Legislative Assembly or Members of Parlia-
ment or office bearers of any body constituted urder any law shatl
be disqualified for being chosen as Chaimman or Vice-Chaimman or
President or Vice-President or the Member of the Managing Com-
nittees ;

If any Chairman or Vice-Chairman, President or Vice-President or
members of a Managing Commitites is removed by the Govermiment
or Comunissioner er by any desipnaied officer he shall be disquali-
fied fer six years from the date of such removal for being chosen as
such posts ;
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{x) To empower the Government to appoint a competent authority
{(Agriculture) besides the existing compelent authority (Engineer-
ing) and also to appoint additional competent authoriles. far
discharging specific functions ;

(xi) The preparation of budget has been entrusted to Financial Sub-Com-
mittee instead of Managing Commiltice ;

(xii} The Minor Water bodies in the Schedule are in the State ase also
brought within the purview of the Act ;

(xiii) A specific provision has been made for the cessation of the term of
the existing committecs.

As the Legislative Assembly of the Siaic was not then in session
having been prorouged and as it has been decided to amend the said Act
immediately, the Andhra Pradesh Farmers Management of Irrigation
Systems (Amendment) Ordinance, 2002 (A.P. Criinance © of 2002) was
promlgated by the Governor on the 24th September, 2002.

This Bill seeks to replace the said Ordinance.

KADIYAM SRIHARI,
Minister for Major and
Medivm Irrigation.
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