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THE DELHI PANCHAYAT RAJ ACT, 1954
(Act No. 3 oF 1955).
{30th April, 19551

An Act to establish and develop local self Gov-
ernment in the rural areas of Delhi State and
to make better provision for village adminis-
tration and development.

‘BE it enacted by the State Legislative Assembly in the
Fifth Year of the Republic of India as follows : —

CHAPTER 1
Preliminary

1. (1) This Act may be called the Delhi Panchayat Short title

Raj Act, tent and
Raj Act, 1954. g nie?n e:ge ]

(2) It extends only to the rural areas of the Union ™°2F
territory of Delhi except—

(@) such areas thereof as are included m any
estate owned by the Central Government or any local
authority; and :

(b) such other areas thereof as are held and oc-
cupied for a public Furpose or a work of public utility
and declared as such under section 1 of the Delhi Land
Reforms Act, 1954, by the Chief Commissioner, or
acquired under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, or
any other enactment relating to acquisition of land for

a public purpose.

Explanation—In this sub-section the expression “rural
- areas” has the meaning assigned to it in the Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation Act, 1957.]

(3) It shall come into force on such *date as the Chief
] issioner may, by notification in the official Gazette,
'y appoint, ' ' '
, ) 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise re. Definitions.
" quires,—
f (1) “adult” means a person who has completed
his twenty-first year; '

(2) “Bhumidhar” and “Asami” shall bear the
same meaning respectively assigned to them in the
Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954:

*Subs, by s. 505, of Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (Act 66 of 1957), for
original section.

*12th May, 1956 see Notification No. F.17(10)/56-GA & R, dated the 5th May, 1956,
See Delhi_Stat_e Gagzette, Extraordinary Part V, dated Sth May, 1956, p. 13. : :
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(Chapter I—Preliminary)
(3) “building” means any shop, house, hut, out-
“‘house, estate or stable whether used for the purposes
of human habitation or otherwise or whether of mas-
onry, bricks, wood, mud, thatch, metal or any other ,
A material whatever and includes a wall and a well; E

(4) “bye-laws” means bye-laws made by the Gaon
‘Panchayat under this Act;

(5) “Chief Commissioner” means the Chief Com-
., mmissioner of Delhi;

3 (6) “circle” means the area within which a Circle %
; } Panchayat exercises jurisdiction under section 44; "
CoF

(7) “Circle Panchayat” means the panel of Circle
{“ - Panchayat established under section 44;

@@L * * * .
(9) “Gaon Sabha”, “Gaon Sabha Area” and
“Gaon Sabha Area Fund” mean the “Gaon Sabha”,
“Gaon Sabha Area” and “Gaon Sabha Arez Fund”

constituted or established under the Delhi Land Re-
forms Act, 1954; :

(10) “joint electorate system” means a system un- . |
der which the electors belonging to all communities i ‘
vote jointly as prescribed and not as electors of sepa-
rate communities;

(11) “Panchayati Adalat” means a Panchayati
Adalat established under *[Section 50] and includes a
bench thereof;

(12) “prescribed” means *[prescribed by rules made
under this Act];

(13) “prescribed authority” means any authority ’
to be notified as such by the Chief Commissioner whe- ’
ther generally or for any particular purpose;

(14) “proceeding” means a proceeding specified : 1
under section 54; ,

(15) “public land or common land” means that
the land which is not in exclusive use of any individual ,
or family but is in common use of villagers and includes o~
a land entered as Shamilat deh in revenue records; :

(16) “public servant” means a public servaut as
defined in section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860;

(17) “public street” means any road, street, bridge, .
lane, square, courtyard, alley or passage which the pub-
lic has a right to pass along, and includes on either side
the drains or gutters and the land up to the defined

'Rep. by s. 505 of Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957).
3Subs. by s. 2 of Central Act, 9 of 1959, for the words “section 55”.

%Subs. by s. 2 of Central Act, 9 of 1959, for the words “prescribed by this Act or
Rules made thereunder”.
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" {Chapter I—Preliminary—Chapter II—Gaon Sabha and .
Gaon Sabha Area)

“boundary of any abutting property notwithstanding’ any
projection over such land of any verandah or other
superstructure; '

(18) “rules” means rules made under this Act;

(19) “Senior Sub-Judge”, '[Additional District
‘Magistrate] and. “Revenue Assistant” mean respective-
ly the “Senior Sub-Judge”, ‘[“Additional District Ma-
-gistrate”} and “Revenue Assistant” of Delhi;

(20) “suit” means a civil suit triable by a Pancha-
‘yati Adalat; '

(21 “village” means any local area, recorded as a
vvillage in the revenue records of the *[Union territory];

(22) words and expressions ‘decree’, ‘decree hoider’,
“Judgement debtor’, ‘legal representative’, and ‘movable
property’ have the same meaning as in section 2 of the
*Code of Civil Procedure 1898;

(23) words and expressions not defined in this Act.

:and used in the Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954, shall
have the same meaning assigned to them in the Delhi
Land Reforms-Act, 1954. ‘

CaarTER 11

Gaon Sabha and Gaon Sabha Area

3. (1) The Chief Commissioner may, at any time, by Changes in
‘notification in the official Gazette, either on, his own motion Gaon Sabha

«or on the application of a Gaon Sabha include any area in
«or exclude any area from a Gaon Sabha Area established
“under section 150 of the Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954, and
‘make such incidental and consequential orders as may be
‘necessary for effecting the charge.

(2) Where by notification under sub-section (1) any area
is included in the jurisdiction of a Gaon Sabha, such area
-shall thereupon become subject to all notifications, rules,
Tegulations, bye-laws and orders made under this or any
other enactment in force in the area within the jurisdiction
of the aforesaid Gaon Sabha. -

4. °[All persons registered by virtue of the provisions Membership

of the Constitution and of the Representation of the People gﬁbﬁ: on

Act, 1950, as voters in so much of the electoral roll for any
parliamentary constituency for the time being in force as
relates to Gaon Sabha Area shall be members of the Gaon
Sabha of that Area. : :

163

" ISubs. by s. 2 ‘of Central Act, 9 of 1959, for the wérds “District Judge”. -

*Subs. A.0. (No. 5) 1957, for the word “State”. ) )
*Subs. by s. 3 of Central ‘Act, 9 of 1959, for original sections 4, 5 and 6. -
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164 : The Delhi Panchayat Raj Act, 1954.

(Chapter 1I—Gaon Sabha and Gaon Sabha Area—Chapter
III—Gaon Panchayat)

- Explanation—In _this section; the expression “parlia-
mentary constituency” has the meaning assigned to it under
the Representation of the Peoole Act, 1950.]

5. [Repealed.]

Pradhan and 6. [Repealed.]

},’g’;”’éﬂﬁ:" 1. The Pradhan or Up-Pradhan of a2 Gaon Panchayat

Panchayat elected under section 151 or 152 of the Delhj Land Reforms

to be the  Act, 1954, respectively, shall be the Pradhan or Up-Pradham kA
Pradhan  of the Ggon Sabha concerned. j
and Up- ~
Pradhan ‘ 4.
of the Gaon: ’ E
Eéi,““:}fﬁ”' ‘8.;No disqualification, ‘[* * *] of a member of a Gaon. :
appointment Sabha ?hall vitiate any act or proceeding of a Gaon Sabha N
or nomina- jf not fess than two-third of the members at the time the
ton Dot to act is done or the proceeding taken were duly qualified mem--

T or pro- bers- thereof
ceeding. 9, [ R ep.]
&%ncgg of 10. If, in establishing a Gaon Sabha or in the working.

establish-  of a Gaon Panchayat, any dispute or difficulty arises regard-
ment of  ing the interpretation of any provision of this Act or any

g?l?}? d rule made thereunder or any matter arising out of or relat--
epe 0% ing to such interpretation or any matter not provided in this.

working Act, the same shall be referred to the Chief Commissioner, -

gf ahGaog whose decision thereon shall be final and conclusive.
ancnaya

: Meetings 11, (1) Every Gaon Sabha shall hold two general meet--
i _ and func-  ings dn each year, one soon after harvesting of the kharif’
! Gons of  crop (hereinafter called the kharif meeting) and the other-
; S:l?t?as soon after harvesting of the rabi crop (hercinafter called
; ) the rabi meeting):

Pro\rlded that the Pradhan may at any time or upcn 4
requisiti pn in writing of not less than one-fifth of the mem--
bers shall, within 30 days from the receipt of such requisi-
| tion, call an extraordinary general meeting. The time and
e place of all the meetings of the Gaon Sabha shall be publish--
i ed in the prescribed manner.

i

(2) For any meeting of the Gaon Sabha one-fifth of .
the totat,! number of members shall form the quorum: Lo S

Prr,) vided that no quorum shall be necessary for a meet-

; ing adjourned for want of quorum. :

Report of

business 12. The Gaon Sabha shall at its kharif and rabi meet-

g“b%’m_ed ings consider the biennial reports of business submitted by
dan the Pradhan.

959’The words “defect or omission in the enrolment” rep. by s. 4 of Central Aet. 9 of
1

’S. 9 repealed by s, 5 of Central Act, 9 of 1959
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(Chapter 111—~Gaon Panchayai—Chapter ~ IV—Powers, .
Duties, Functions and Administration of Gaon Panchayais) .

; h CHAPTER 1T

Gaon Panchayat

13. (1) Gaon Panchayat means the Gaon Panchayat Gaon Pan-

constituted in accordance with the Delhi Land Reforms Act, chayat.
1954. '

" (2) For the purpose of the election of a Pradhan and
the Gaon Panchayat under section 151 of the Delhi Land
Reforms Act, 1954, each Gaon Sabha Area may be divided
by the prescribed authority into such number of constitu-
encies as may be convenient.

e g T

(3) The election of the members of a Gaon Panchayat
in a Gaon Sabha Area or in a constituency thereof shail be ‘
held on the joint electorate system. -

e

T

14, The term of office of a Pradhan and an Up-Pradhan Term of
shall be such as may be prescribed. 3?;&2 ao: bl

- ) Up-Pradhan.
15. The Gaon Sabha may, at a meeting specially con- Removal of

vened for this purpose, remove the Pradhan or the Up-Pra- Pradban or
dhan by a majority of two-third of the members present and Up-Pradhan
voting. In such an event and otherwise when any vacancy T
occurs the Gaon Sabha or the Gaon Panchayat shall forth.

- with elect another Pradhan or Up-Pradhan, respectively, in
the prescribed manner.

16. The Patwari shall be bound to assist-the Pradhan Patwari to
or Up-Pradhan of a Gaon Panchayat in the performance of 258t in the
the *[duties of the Gaon Panchayat] relating to land manage- 5¢ jong
ment work under Chapter V of the Delhi Land Reforms management -
Act, 1954, in respect of the village of his halka situated in work of a
the jurisdiction of the Gaon Panchayat, in the manner and %"n Pan-
to the extent prescribed under that Act. chayat.

o
o,

17, The prescribed authority shall maintain a register Register of

% of members of cach Gaon Panchayat in which will be re- e members
" corded the names of the members, Pradhan and Up-Pradhan. 954 e

A page shall be allotted to each Gaon Panchayat so that, functiona- o

any subsequent changes during the term of the Panchayat ries.

in the personnel may also be noted therein along with the

‘ ;‘ date and full reference of the changes.
CHAPTER IV
A Powers, Duties, Functions and Administration of Gaci
‘ ‘ Panchayats

| ' 18. In addition to the duties and functions imposed on Duties and*
3 a Gaon Panchayat under the Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954, functions. S
or under any other enactment, it shall be the duty of every

*Subs. by s. 6 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for the words “Gaon Panchayaf's duities™.

5
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(Chapter IV—Powers, Duties, Functions and Admzmstrauon
of Gaon Panchayats)

Gaon Panchayat, so far as its funds may allow, to make
reasonable provision within if¥ jurisdiction for: — .

3 (a) framing programmes of production for the vil-
. ylages;

(b) framing budget of requu-ements for supplies’ and
-finance needed for carrying out the programmes;

: () reclamation of waste land and bringing waste
¥ land under cultivation;

@1 **
LY A O
\ (f) [* * *J
F ®) upkeep, protection and supetwsxon of any build-

ings or other property which may belong to the Gaon

Sabha or which may be transferred to it for manage-

ment;

(h) registering births, deaths and mamages

(i) removal of encroachments on public streets,
public places and property vested in the Gaon Sabha;

, (i) regulating places for the disposal of the dead
bodies of human beings and animals and of other of-
fensive matter;

(k) regulations of melas, markets and huts within
its area, except those managed by the Government;

O™ *"

(m) establishment, management and. care of com-
mon grazing grounds, and land for the common benefit
- -of the persons residing within its jurisdiction;

@ ***

© T **

(p) assisting the development -of agrlculturc com-
- merce and industry;

,~ . (q) rendering assistance in extinguishing fire and
protecting life and property when fire occurs;

(r) the administration of *[justice] to the extent
permitted in this Act and the election of the panches
on the panel of the Circle Panchayat according to the
provisions of this Act and rules made thereunder;

(s) the maintenance of such records rclatmg to
cattle census, population census and other statlstxcs may
be prescnbed

(t) e * t]

*Rep. by s. 505 of Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957),

.7 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for the words “Civil justice”
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(Chapter IV—Powers, Duties, Functions and Adminstration
: ' of Gaon Panchayats)

(v) allotment of places for storing manure;

(v) fulfilling any other obligation imposed by any
other law on a Gaon Sabha, :

19. A Gaon Pénchayat may also make provisions with- Discre-
in jts jurisdiction for— &‘i&?gns..
(a) acting as a channel through which Government’s
assistance reaches the village;

(b) securing minimum standards of cultivation to

observed in the village with a view to increasing
production; .

~ () making arrangements for co-operative manage-
ments of land and other resoyrces in the village;

(d) planting and maintaining trees by the sides of
public streets and in other public places;

(e) the improved breeding and medica] treatment
of cattle and prevention of disease in them;

(D) filling in of insanitary depressions and levelling - - -
land;

ervice of summons and notices

yment thereof, in the liquidation

nd generally in the establishment of sound
credit system according to law;

(i) development of co-operation and' establishment
of improved seed and implement stores and production
and use of improveq seeds;

beyond the powers of the Gaon Sabha; °
(D extension of the abadi;

(m) establishment and maintenance .of libraries or
reading rooms; - R

{n) establishment and maintenance of akharas or
clubs or other places for recreation and games;

(0) 'f'[regtﬂhting the use of manure and fertilizers;]

(p) prohibiting or regulating the curing, - tanning
-and dyeing of skins within 220 yards of the abadi;

manure a’n{d-_. sweepings and

Af‘c’t_, 1957 (66 of 1957), for the
of:
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o . 3 N
L (Chapter IV -}Powers, Duties, Functions and Administration «C
B4 % ! of Gaon Panchayats)
(q) sktting up organisations to promote goodwill
and sqci . harmony between different communities;
(r) public radio sets and gramophones; .
(s)g' iy other measure of public utility calculated o]
to promote the moral and material well-being or con- “«Ch|
venience of the villagers; > NGg
(t)' with. the previous sanction of the District Board »J?‘l”t})
the doing of anything which falls within the functions ' o
: . of the Dystrict Board for the benefit of the persons liv- | "
ing within the jurisdiction of the Gaon Sabha; and ity
. Tes
(u) the doing of anything the expenditure on which |
is declared by the Chief Commissioner or by the pres- -
cribed authority with the sanction of the Chief Commis- ,~ .
sioner to be an appropriate charge on the Gaon Sabha 1ng
Area Fund. : ; S ;ﬁ)g
- . . 1 ane;
¢ Power of 20. A Gaon Panchayat shall have control of all public , nat
' g;‘;,‘;tl’:;"t'o streets, waterways, other than canals as defined in sub-section , Go
public streets,(1) Of section 3 of the Northern India Canal and Drainage : 2 pri
waterways Act, 1873 situated within its jurisdiction not being a private viy of - - aut
and other  street or watertvay and not being under the control of the 1873. “Sug
matters. Government or the District Board or any other authority ‘ tiol
specified by the Chief Commissioner and ‘may do all that :
is necessary fpr the maintenance and repair thereof and
may-— ‘Q, ‘me
(a); copstruct new bridges or culverts;
(b) divert, discontinue or close any public street, pec
culvert: or bridge; , )
© widen, open, enlarge or otherwise improve any “lo-
public street, culvert or bridge within minimum damage | Sw
to the neighbouring fields; S
, P gl
(d)l decpen or otherwise improve waterways; *.€0]
(¢) with the sanction of the prescribed authority
and where a canal exists under the Northern India .o
Canal and Drainage Act, 1873, with the sanction also o
of such officer of the Irrigation Department as the Chief by
~Commissioner may prescribe, undertake small irrigation 10
projects; - :
’ (f) cut any hedge or branch of any tree projecting - o1
on a public street; = ' v Pa
(g)fno’tify_ the setting apart of any public water ’(t)'lrcn
course for drinking or culinary purposes, and prohibit p
bathing, washing of clothes and animals or doing of »®
other acts fikely to pollute the course so set apart: ;‘;
. Provided that nothing shall be done under dause (g) be
which may afitct a canal governed by the Northern India Pay
Camiotatlnld Dl:ilmage Act, lgd?,bwithom the prior permis-- of :
sion of the authority prescribed by the Chief Commissioner s,
. in this behalf. | = "Rep. by #
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e

{Chapter IV—~Powers, Duties, Functions and Administration
of Gaon Panchayats)

21. ’[Repealed.]
22, [Repealed.] .
23. [Repealed.]

P

T e

24. A Gaon Panchayat shall, if so prescribed by the Assistance to
«Chief Commissioner and so far as practicable, assist any Government

f. Government servant in the performance of his duties within servants.
{ - dts area.

L 25, A Gaon Panchayat may make to the proper autho- Representa- -
A Tity any representation concerning the welfare of the persons ﬂéms bg X
~ é rresiding within its jurisdiction. chiiﬁrs.a“

R

26. On receiving a complaint from any person, resid- Power to
ing within the jurisdiction of a Gaon Sabha, about any mis- °“‘l(‘)‘1{t"°a§ggt
conduct in the discharge of their official duties in respect of fro miscon
the Gaon Sabha Area by any amin, process server, vacci- duct of cer-
nator, patrol of the Irrigation Department or a peon of any tain officers.
Government Department, Gaon Panchayat may, if there be

_ prima facie evidence, forward the complaint to the proper
authority with its own report. The authority shall, after
such further enquiry as may be enquired, take suitable ac-
tion and inform the Gaon Panchayat of the result:

-

Provided that nothing in this section shall apply to any
‘member of the police force.

27. A Gaon Panchayat may, as prescribed and in res- power to
pect of any area within its jurisdiction, enter into a contract contract for
{(a) with the Government to collect any taxes or dues payable collection, of
to the State on being allowed by the Chief CommiSsioner (gnor ques.
such collection charges as may be prescribed or (b) with all
-or any of the proprietors to collect rent on their or his be-
half on being allowed by the proprietors or proprietor such
-collection charges as may be prescribed.

‘ 28. A member of a Gaon Panchayat may, at any meet- Right of -
*  ing, move any resolution and put any question to the Pradhan individual
. -or Up-Pradhan on matters connected with the administra- members.

" tion of the Gaon Panchayat in the manner prescribed.

29. (1) Every member of the Gaon Panchayat or any penalty for
~committee constituted under this Act or panch of a Circle causing loss,
Panchayat shall be liable for the loss, waste or misapplica. waste of
tion of any money or property belonging to the Gaon Sabha Ivg:agg;o-of
-or Circle Panchayat if such loss, waste or misapplication ﬁmn,y or
is a direct consequence of his neglect or misconduct while

property of
3 member of the Gaon Panchayat or of any committee or a the Gaon

panch of a Circle Panchayat and a suit for compensation may S20ha-
be instituted against him by the Gaon Panchayat or Circle

Panchayat, as the case may be, with the previous samction
of the prescribed authority. »

by

*Rep. by 8. 505 of Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957).
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@ If the prescribed authority sanctions the institution
of a suit under sub-section (1) or refuses to grant the sanc-
tion, the member, panch or Panchayat concerned, as the
case may be, may, within thirty days of such sanction or
refusal appt;.al to the Chief Commissioner against the said.
sanction or refusal.

(3) ¢ Chief Commissioner may institute a su1t men-
tioned in fsub-section (1) on his own initiative and in case

f the Gaon Panchayat or of the committee or a
e Circle Panchayat as the case may be.

a membe:
panch of

Members  30. Eve;y member or servant of a Circle Panchayat,
Adalat, a Gaon Panchayat or any committee

the suit idecreed such member or panch shall cease to be

servants. servant. [g: bl |

Committee. 31. Sub ect to the condition prescribed, a Gaon Pan-
chayat may establish a committee to assist it in the discharge:
of any specified duty or class of duties and may delegate
to such committee such of its powers as may be necessary
for the purpose of rendering such assistance.

Delegation. 32. All the duties, powers and functions of the Gaonr
Sabha, except those specified under sections 11, 12 and 15
shall be exercised, performed or discharged by the Gaon
Panchayat and not otherwise.

Gaon Sabha 33, (1) The Gaon Sabha Area Fund shall be utilized

Area Fund. by the Gaon Panchayat to meet charges in connection with
its zlutles under this Act and the Delhi Land Reforms Act,.
195

(2) In addition to the sums mentioned in section 158
of the hi Land Reforms Act, 1954, the followmg shall
be credited to the Gaon Sabha Area Fund —

A (a) the proceeds of any tax 1mposed under this.
ct, S %

&)) all sums handed over by the Government to the
Gaon Sabha;

(c). the balance, if any, standmg to the credit of

the village Panchayat previously in existence under the
- gunjab Village Panchayat Act, 1939, as in force in the
¢ State;

(d): all sums ordered by a court to be placed to the
: credlt of the Gaon Sabha ‘Area Fund;

: (e) ail sums received under section 97;

- (f) the sale-proceeds of all dust, dirt, dung or re-
oo fuse inéluding the dead bodies of animals, collectcd by
the servints of the Gaon Sabha;

“The words “within the meaning of sectlon 21 of the Indian Penal Code 1860" rep.

by s. 8 of Central Act, 9 of 1959.
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: (8) such portion of the rent or. other proceeds of
' Dazul property as the Chief Commissioner may direct
to be placed to the credit of the Gaon Sabha Area Fund;

(h) sums contributed to the Gaon Sabha Area Fund
by the District Board or any other local authority; '
() all sums received by way of loan or gift;

() such other Sums as may be, assigned to the ’ <
Gaon Sabha Area Fuad by any special or general order S
of the Chief Commissioner; :

i

R . e

(k) all sums received by the Gaon Panchayat from

: any individual or corporation or the Government under
] section 27 or any other law:

Bra e T

~

- (D all sums (generally known as Panjotra) received
by Gaon Panchayat as collection charges for collection

of land revenue under section 134 of the Delhi Land
Reforms Act, 1954,

(3) Nothing in this section shall affect any obligation

of a Gaon Sabha arising from a trust legally imposed upon
or accepted by it.

CHAPTER V .
Acquisition of Land, Gaon Sabha Areq Fund ang Property

which have combined under the provisions of section ‘[****] acquire land.
acquires or acquire any land to carry out any purpose of

this Act, it or they shall first try to have the land by private

negotiation and if the parties concerned fail to arrive at an

.. Explanation—In this chapter the expression “lang”
includes benefits to arise out of land, and things attached to
the earth or permanently fastened to anything attached to

the carth.

L 35. (1) Subject to any special reservation made by the Property
v - Chief Commissioner, ali public property situated within the vested in
jurisdiction of a2 Gaon Sabha shall vest in and belong to the Gaon .
Gaon Sabha, and shall with al] other property which may be- Sabha.
. come vested in the Gaon Sabha be under its direction, many- .
‘ ! gement and control, o

(2) All markets and fairs or such portions thereof as
5 are held upon public land shall be managed and regulated
by the Gaon Panchayat and the Gaon Sabha shall receive

'The words “23 or” rep. by s. 505 of the Delhj Municipal Corporatio A 1957”
(66 of 1957), ‘Poration Adt, 1957

12—1 Delhi Adm./70




}

#

s -
kS

172 .\ The Delhi Panchayat Raj Act, 1954

(Chapter V—Acquisition of Land, Gaon Sabha Area Funa
: .and Property)

to the credit of the Gaon Sabha Area Fund all dues levied
or impgsed in respect thereof.

5

Disposal of 36. (1) Where any dispute arises as regards the owner-
i claims. ship of any property mentioned in section 35 between a
Gaon Sabha and any -person, the Gaon Panchayat shall give
such . person a reasonable opportunity of being heard and
then decide whether to treat the said property as the pro-
perty} of the Gaon,Sabha.

: §2) Nothing in this section shall bar any person or the
Gaon Sabha from establishing his or its right in any civil
or rdyenue court having jurisdiction.
¥

Power to 37‘ With. the sanction of the Chief Commissioner and
borrow. subject to such .conditions as may be prescribed, a Gaon
Sabha ‘may borrow money from the Government to carry
out any of the purposes of this Act or the Delhi Land Re-

forms Act, 1954.

Voluntary 38. (1) A Gaon Sabha may, with the previous sanction
contribution of the Chief Commissioner and in accordance with an ap-
f:bgl‘;rys‘g‘;} proved programme or with reference to any public work,
Gaon Sabha aTTange the voluntary contribution of physical labour on the
members.  part of all or a limited number of adult members of the Gaon

Sabha Area in furtherance of a general or particular deve-

lopment scheme approved by the Gaon Panchayat or by the

Circle Panchayat, if any.

(2) A resolution in respect of physical labour in ac-
cordance with sub-section (1) may be passed at any meeting
of the Gaon Sabba.

Imposition 39. (1) A Gaon Sabha may, with the previous sanction
of of the Chief Commissioner, impose the foliowing taxes
taxes- namely : —

i @ a tax on the rent payable by an Asami under .
sthe Dethi Land Reforms Act, 1954, not exceeding half "
an anna in 2 rupee of such rent, the tax aforesaid
- bging payable by the person or persoms severally or
~ jointly in cultivatory possession of such Iands.

~ (ii) a tax on the land revenue payable by a Bhu- o
midhar on account of land held by him, not exceeding :
one anna in a rupee of such land revenue, the tax afore-
said being payable by the person or persons severally
‘or jointly recorded as Bhumidhar on such land in re-
-venue records.

"Re| |

(iii) “T***] f
i it
i S (iv) eR*Y . : : o Sut !
A T ] , | proceed
“Rep, by 8. 505 of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957). : Sul
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Provided that the total amount of the aforesaid taxes

in respect of anyone person shall not exceed rupees 250 -per
annum. '

(2) The Chief Commissioner may at any time withdraw

the sanction so given and the tax shall thereupon cease to
‘be levied.

3) '[**"

40. (1) The Deputy Commissioner shall, as prescribed, Collection,
arrange for the realisation of the Gaon Sabha taxes and dueg "°°°."°i"Y;1
and shall recover collection charges at 10 per cent. of the Femissio

O . . and suspen-
realisation which shall be disposed of in such Ianner as gon pr

taxes and

dues.
(2) Arrears of taxes shall be recoverable ag arrears -of
land revenue.

(3) The Gaon Sabha may, in accordance with rules
prescribed and with the previous sanction of the Chijef Com-
missioner, remit or suspend the collection of Gaon Sabha

taxes wherever it is found necessary by the Government to
remit or suspend the land revenue.

41. (1) The expenses of the Panchayati Adalat
be charged to the Gaon Sabha Area Fund of each
a circle in equal proportion,.

shall Expenses
unit in and realisa-
tion made
by Pan-
() All sums realised by Wway of *[court fee or fine in any f,f‘g’;ag
suit, criminal case or proceeding] disposed of by a Pancha. £¢2a0
yati Adalat shall be handed over by the Chief Commissioner
to the Gaon Sabhas situated within the jurisdiction of the
Panchayati Adalat in equal proportion.

42. The accounts of 3 Gaon Sabha shall be audited Audit.

every year °[by such person and in such manner as may be
prescribed].

shall prepare. and lay before
abha its report including the
account of its actual ang expected receipts and expenditure
for the year ending on the 31st March last preceding such

meeting,

(2) The Gaon Sabha may pass or refer back to the
Gaon Panchayat the budget submitted to it for reconsidera-
tion with such direction as it may give in the manner pres-

*Rep. by s. 505 of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act,
Subs. by s. 9 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for the words
proceeding™.

'Subs._ by 8. 10 of ibid, for the words “as prescribed”.

1957 (66 of 1957),
“court fee in any suit or
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cribed and may likewise pass a recommendatory resolution
in respect of the report or of any other matter.

‘\

, (3) If the budget is referred to the Gaon Panchayat for
y reconsideration as aforesaid, the Pradhan shall call an ex-
\ traordinary meeting of the Gaon Sabha to be held within
! a fortnight of the said annual meeting and the Gaon Pan-
+ . chayat shall resubmit the budget at the said meeting with
% i such modifications as may be negessary in the light of the
- directions of the Sabha, and the Gaon Sabha shall then pass
the budget in the manner prescribed.

« (4) Subject to rules made in this behalf, the budget

- shall take effect after it has been approved by the prescribed
authority and a Gaon Panchayat may incur any expendi-
ture under any of the heads of the budget in excess of the
amount approved under that head without variation er al-
teration of the budget with the approval of the prescribed
authority.

(5) If for any reason, a Gaon Panchayat fails to present
its budget estimate at the kharif meeting of the Gaon Sabha
or its report on the expected receipts and expenditure at the

" rabi meeting, the prescribed authority may frame the budget

- or the report, as the case may be. Such a budget or report

- shall again be laid before the Gaon Sabha concerned wkich

may pass it even in an adjourned meeting, but it should be
certified as approved, if the Gaon Sabha fails tc do so.

CHAPTER VI
Circle Panchayat and Panchayati Adalat

Circle Pan- 44. (1) The Chief Commissioner or the prescribed au-

Ch‘z;t’ Sar- thority shall, by a notification in the official Gazette in this

%ﬁb s‘:‘;g behalf, "[group into a Circle such number of contiguous Gaon

panch. Sabha Areas as the Chief Commissioner or the prescribed
authority may deem fit] and establish for each such circle
a Circle Panchayat. ' .

7

(2) The Circle Panchayat for each circle shall consist
of persons elected in accordance with sub-section (3).

(3) ’[Bvery Gaon Sabha in each Circle shall elect from I
amongst its members a number of persons of prescribed
qualification] to act as panches of the Circle Panchayat of
that circle. The number of adults so elected shall be such
that from each village in the Gaon Sabha Area two such -

"Subs. by s. 11 of Central Act, 9 of 1959, for the words “group 8 or more conﬁfuou's :
Gaon Sabha Areas covering approximately a population of 5,000 persons into circies™.
*Subs. by s. 11 of Central Act, 9 of 1959, for the words “Every Gaon Sabha in each
gircle, shall elect a number of adults of prescribed qualifications permanently residing
within its jurisdiction”. -
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adults shall be elected where its population is 1,000 or less ‘
and three where its population is more than 1,000. The R
clection shall be carried out in the manner prescribed. The

panel so elected for each circle shall be called Circle Pancha-
“yat.

it

(4) No person shall be elected or remain panch of the
s ) Circle Panchayat if he is:— .

() unable to read and write Hindi or Urdu; o
(b) of unsound mind; or '
(©) suffering from lepfosy; or

:5 (d) an undischarged insolvent: or R
I " (¢) a servant of the Government or any local autho-
A }

"y rity; or

, AR (f) convicted '[under the Untoﬁchability (offences) ' Ny
f Act, 1955 or] of an offence involving moral turpitude- : N
or ordered to give security for good behaviour under
section 110 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898:
e * x x x] '

(5) All the panches shall elect from amongst themselves
a person to act as Sarpanch, and another person to act as
Naib Sarpanch of the Circle Panchayat.

(6) Any dispute arising out of any election under sub-
section (3) or (5) shall be referred to the prescribed autho.
rity, whose decision shall, subject to revision by the Chief :

Commissioner, be final and shall not be questioned in 3
court of law.

4S. In addition to providing panels of Panchayati Ada- Functions of
lat for the trial of *[suits, criminal cases and proceedings] 2 Clﬁ°1°
under section 50, the Chief Commissioner may utilise the Panchayat.

services of the Circle Panchayat as a representative elected

body of the constituent Gaon Sabhas for the purposes of |
co-ordinating their common schemes of development pro- : |
jects and their general superintendence. Where the Chief
Commissioner decides to do so in one or more circles the
followings shall be the general functions of the Circle Pancha.
yat:—

A. Obligatory—

*

e L

U
S

1. to take up the development projects of benefits
to all or more than one village in the circle, such as
roads, seed stores ‘*****%] or irrigation projects.

2. to undertake and perform the work of any super-
‘ . seded Gaon Sabha during the period of supersession.

" *Ins. by s. 11 of Central Act, 9 of 1959,
" *Proviso repealed by s. 11 ibid.
*Subs. by s. 12 ibid., for the words “
‘Repealed by s. 505 of the Delhi

suits and proceedings™,
Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957). )
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o 3. to transact any business in which all or more |
than one of the constituent Gaon Sabhas are jointly
interested.

4. to take action under '[*****] section 34.
B. Discretionary—

1. the Chief Commissioner may confer powers of’
general superintendence and control on the Circle

Panchayat, over the constituent Gaon Sabhas and Gaon Tlg
Panchayats. B
o 2. the Chief Commissioner may make rules regard- f
§ ) ing the diversion of a part or percentage of Gaon Sabha ,
! Area Funds of the constituent Gaon Sabhas towards ° .
5 } the expenses involved in the performance of the afore-
said functions of the Circle Panchayat.
’ll;ermh of 46. The term of office of every Panch shall be such as
o oones of may be prescribed.
Panchayat, v
Oath of 47. Every Panch elected under section 44, shall, as soon '
office, as possible after his election, take oath of office in the ‘

manner prescribed.

M,ﬁgngﬁm 48. (1) A panch may submit the resignation of his .
: office to the prescribed authority.

x

(2) No resignation tendered by a panch shall be valid
unless it has been accepted by the prescribed authority.

Removal, 49. (1) [A member or panch of a Gaon Panchayat,
Circle Panchayat or Panchayati Adalat] may be removed

at any time by the prescribed authority in the manner pres-
cribed if he—

(a) incurs any disqualification under sub-section .
(4) of section 44,

}3 (b) refuses to act or becomes incapable of acting,
or .

/ (c) without reasonable cause absents himseif for
f more than two consecutive months from the sittings of
‘[the Gaon Panchayat or the Circle Panchayat] or the

L . Panchayati Adalat, as the case may be, or

. (d) is in the opinion of the prescribed  authority ]
, guilty of mis-conduct in the discharge of his duties, or T

% . (¢) in the opinion of the prescribed authority un-
desirable in the public interest to continue in office.

words “section 23 and”.

*Subs. by s. 13 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for the words “A panch”,
*Subs. by ibid for the words “the Circle Panchayat”,

_ |
‘Suhs. by s. 505 of the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957) for tl; \i )
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) 3. to transact any business in which all or more-
‘ than one of the constituent Gaon Sabhas are jointly
interested.

) 4. to take action under '[*****] section 34. HE
* B. Discretionary— F

1. the Chief Commissioner may confer powers of
encral superintendence and comirol on the Circle
anchayat, cver the constituent Gaon Sabhas and Gaon L e \

Panchayats. | 4

2. the Chief Commissioner may make rules regard- i
ing the diversion of a part or percentage of Gaon Sabha .
Area Funds of the constituent Gaon Sabhas towards
the expenses involved in the performaunce of the afore- :
'&7 said functions of the Circle Panchayat.

i

3

S A

Term f‘} 46. The term of office of every Panch shall be such as . g”
may

Panche}
a Circie be prescribed.

Panchayat.

Oath of 47. Every Panch elected under section 44, shall, as soon
office. as possible after his election, take oath of office in the . o
manner prescribed. !

Resignatidn. 48. (1) A panch may submit the resignation of his
. office to the prescribed authority.

Vs (2) No resignation tendered by a panch shall be valid
unless it has been accepted by the prescribed authority.

Removal. ' 49. (1) [A member or panch of a Gaon Panchayat,
* Circle Panchayat or Panchayati Adalat] may be removed

at any time by the prescribed authority in the manner pres-
cribed if he—

(a) incurs any disqualification under sub-section
@) of scctlon 44,

(b) refuses to act or becomes mcapable of acting,
or

P (c) without reasonable cause absents himself for

} more than two consecutive months from the sittings of
’[the Gaon Panchayat or the Circle Panchayat] or the B
y Panchayati Adalat, as the case may be, or ’

(d) is in the opinion of the prescribed authority i
guilty of mis-conduct in the discharge of his duties, or

() in the opinion of the prescribed authority un-
desirable -in the public interest to continue in office.

Subs. by s. 505 of the Delhi Mumcxpal Corporation Act, 1957 (66 of 1957) for the
words “section 23 and”.

3Suhy. by s. 13 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for the words “A panch”.
*Suiys, by ibid for the words “the Circle Panchayat”,
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© '(2) A member or panch removed under sub-section

(1) shall not be entitled to se-election as a member or panch

for a period of three years and shall cease to be a member

gf ]the Gaon Panchayat or Circle Panchayat as the case may
e. :

(3) *[A member or panch] removed under sub-section
(1) shall have a right to appeal to the Chief Commissioner.

50. (1) The Sarpanch shall for the trial of every *{suit, Banchayati
criminal case or proceeding.] form a bench of five panches Adalat and
from the panel of Circle Panchayat to constitute a Pancha- syir, crimi-
yati Adalat for the purposes of the trial of that suit or pro- nal case or

ceeding, in the manner prescribed. proceeding.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section,
the Chief Commissioner may prescribe the constitution of
special benches for determining any dispute arising between
any parties or Gaon Sabhas. of different circles or for any
other purpose.

51. (1) If any panch appointed to a bench constituted Absence of
under section 50 for the trial of a °[suit, criminal case or a
proceeding] is absent at any hearing, the remaining panches Panch from
may, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, try the the bench. *
suit or proceeding, provided, however, that at least three
panches, including the chairman, are present.

~ (2) No trial as aforesaid shall be invalid by reason
merely that all the five panches forming the bench were not
present at any hearing or that the same panches were not
present at all the hearings.

52. If a vacancy in the office of a panch Sarpanch Of giljing of
Naib Sarpanch of the Circle Panchayat arises by reason of casual
his death, resignation or removal, it shall be filled for the vacancies.
unexpired portion of his terms in the manner provided
under sub-section (3) or (5) or section 44, as the case may
be.

53. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code Forum.

of Civil Procedure, 1908, every suit instituted under this
Act shall he instituted before the Sarpanch of the Circle
Panchayat -of the circle in which the defendant or any of
the defendants, where they are more than one, ordinarily
resides or carries on business at the time of the institution
of the suit irrespective of the place where the cause of action
arose.

1Subs. by s. 13 of Central Act, 9 of 1959 for original sub-section. . :
3Subs. by ibid., for the words “A panch”.
*Subs. by ibid., for the words “suit or proceeding”.
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¥ '[9 Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code
" “of Criminal Procedure, 1898, every criminal case instituted
under this Act shall be instituted before the Sarpanch of the

Circle Panchayat of the circle in which the offence is com-
mitted.]

Offences . *[53.A, (1) The following offences shall be triable by

triable by .3 Panchayati Adalat:— ‘

Panchayati .

Adalats. (2) offences under sections 140, 160, 172, 174, 179,
269, 277, 279, 283, 285, 286, 289, 290, 294, 323.
yvu. 334, 336, 341, 352, 356, 357, 358, 374, 379, 403, 411
; (where the value of the stolen or misappropriated pro-
“\73 perty in cases under sections 379, 403 and 411 does not
@y exceed fifty rupees), 426, 428, 430, 431, 447, 448, 504,
. ¢~ 506, 509 and 510 of the Indian Penal Code;

(b} offences under sections 24 and 26 of the Cattle
i trespass Act, 1871;

(c) offences under sections 3,4,7 and 12 of the
Delhi Public Gambling Act, 1955 :

(d) such other offence under any of the aforesaid

~ énactments or any other enactment punishable with fine
only up to a limit of one hundred rupees as may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, be declared by the

Chief Commissioner to be triable by a Panchayati
Adalat;

(e) any offence under this Act or any rule made
thereunder;

C ey

4

(f) abetment of any of the foregoing offences;

, (2) an attempt to commit any of the foregoing of-
fences, when such attempt is an offence.

(2) Any criminal case relating to an offence under sec-
tion 143, 145, 151 or 153 of the Indian Penal Code, pend-
.ing before any court may be transferred for trial to the Pan.

Chayati Adalat, if in the opinion of such court the offence
s not serious. :

(3) The Chief Commissioner may by order published
“1n the Official Gazette withdraw from a Panchayati Adalat
the power to try all or any of the offences referred to in
clauses (a) to (g) of sub-section 1]

Penalties.  ~ [53-B. (1) No Panchayati Adalat shall inflict
tive sentence of imprisonment.

‘(2) A Panchayati Aadalat may impo§e a fine not ex.

ceeding one hundred rupees but no imprisonment may be
awarded in default of payment :

a substan-

‘Ins. by s. 13 of Central Act 9 of 1959,
Ins. by s. 16 of Central Act 9 of 1959,

S
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under section 109 or 110 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1898;

(d) has been previously convicted under the Pub-
lic Gambling Act, 1867 or the Delhi Public Gambling
Act, 1955; or

(e) is a public servant.]

'[53-D, A Panchayati Adalat may dismiss any com- Summary

. plaint if after examining the complainant and taking such disposal

o r———

‘Ins. Ly

evidence as he may produce, it is satisfied that the complaint °f complaint

is frivolous, vexatious or unirue.]

[53-E. In imposing any fine, the Panchayati Adalat gg;“&eg;:;_
may order any portion or the whole of the fine recovered pinants

to be applied—
(a) in defraying the expenses properly incurred in
the criminal case by the complainant;

(b) in the payment to any person of compensation
for any material loss or injury caused by the offence; or

(c) in compensating any bona-fide purchaser of
stolen property for loss of the same where property is
restored to the possession of the person entitled thereto.]

'[53-F. (1) If in any criminal case before a Panchayati Compensa-
Adalat the accused is acquitted or discharged and the Pan- HoR t‘%ﬂ”
chayati Adalat is of the opinion that the accusation against )
him was false and either frivolous or vexatious, the Pancha-
yati Adalat may call upon the complainant forthwith to show
cause why he should not pay compensation to the accused.

(2) If after hearing the complainant, the Panchayati
Adalat is satisfied that the accusation was false and either
fiivolous or vexatious, it may direct that compensation not
<xceeding twenty-five rupees be paid by the complainant to
the accused. .

8. 16 of Central Act 9 of 1959.




 '[53-C. No Panchayati Adalat shall try any criminal Certain per-
case against a person where such person— i:n:riggt b‘;’

. - . P, i
(a) has been previously convicted of an offence A%’;‘i::yan

punishable with imprisonment for a term of three years

or more; .
; (b) has been previously fined for theft by any N
Panchayati Adalat; ‘ S I
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o Provided that no accused shall be tried for more than

» 1" three offences in the same criminal case and the fine that

. 1 may be imposed on one accused in a criminal case shall not
in the aggregate exceed one hundred rupees.] '
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'[534G{ Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code

of Crimin lfProchure, 1898, a magistrate may direct an en-
quiry referfed to in section 202 of that Code to be made by
a Panchaya¢i Adalat in a criminal case in which the offence

has been cgmmitted within the territorial limits of a Circle
Panchayat.]f

J:Any fine imposed in a case or compensation
> 'be paid under section 53F by a Panchayati Adalat
shall be f‘ecoverable in the manner provided in section 386
of the Cqde of Criminal Procedure, 1898, but if the Pancha-
yati Adalat finds any difficulty in its recovery, it may request
the magibtrate within whose jurisdiction the Panchayati
Adalat listo recover it as if the sentence of fine or the order
directing;'p%yment of compensation had been passed by

{'{I»':.

'[53-L. (1) If any person intentionally offers any insuit
to a Panc‘hz}yati Adalat or any member thereof, while the
Panchayati ‘Adalat is sitting in any stage of judicial pro-
ceedings, in-its or his view or presence or refuses to take oath
duly administered or sign a statement made by the said per-
son when legally required to do so, the Panchayati Adalat
may at any gjme before rising on the same day take cogni-

zance of thefoffence and sentence the offender to a fine not
exceeding five rupees.

(2) Thg fine imposed under sub-section (1) shall, for
the purposes of section 53H, be decmed to be a fine impos-
ed in a crithinal case.] :

y

'[53-J. No conviction by the Panchayati Adalat shall
be deemdd o be a previous conviction for the purposes of
section 75. &f the Indian Penal Code, or section 562 or 565 of
the Code.of Criminal Procedure, 1898, or section 3 of the
Probation’ of Offenders Act, 1958.]

LR .

54. Wotwithstanding anything contained in the  Delhi
Land Rgvénue Act, 1954, all proceedings under sections
[***] 27%and 28 of that Act shall be transferred by the Tah-

-sildar to the Circle Panchayat within the local area of which

the land c¢bncerned is situated and the Circle Panchayat
shall decide such proceedings in the manner prescribed :

Provided that where land included in the local area of
more than one Circle Panchayat is concerned, that Circle
Panchayat shall have jurisdiction in which the recorded
Asami or the tenure holder ordinarily resides or if he resides
in none, the Tahsildar shall refer the proceedings to the Circle
Panchayat within the area of which the greater part of the
land is situated:

© *Ins. by s. 16 of Central Act 9 of 1959.
3Rep. by s. 505 4f ghe Delhi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957 66 of 1957). .
tr 1 N
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Provided further that no such proceedings in which lang T
paying more than rupces 100 as land revenue js involved
shall be transferred to a Circle Panchayat:

Provided also that no application for correction of re.

cords -or mutation of name shall be entertained by a Circle
Panchayat,

- 55. (1) The jurisdiction of a Circle Panchayat shall ex- Extent of
tend to any suit of the following description if jts value does jurisdiction,
not exceed two hundreq rupees: — .

(@) a suit for money due on contract, other than

a contract in respect of immovable property; cF
(b) a suit for the Tecovery of movable property or
for the valye thereof; -

(0 a suit for compensation for wrongfully taking
or injuring a movable property; or

(@ a suit for damages caused by cattle trespass.

(2) The Chief Commissioner
rity may, by notification in the officia] Gazette, direct that
the jurisdiction of any Circle Panchayat ghall extend to all

such suits of such value not exceeding five hundred rupees
as may be specified in the notification,

or the prescribed autho-

tained in section 55, Extension
, any suit to a Circle of jurisdic-
Panchayat for decision by it if the value of such suit does tion by
not exceed the pecuniary limits of the

appellate jurisdiction s%rg‘:;’tf;t )
of the Senior Sub-J udge and thereupon the Circle Panchayat o
shall dispose of such suit in accordance with rules made
under this Act.] '

"57. A Circle Panchayat shall have no jurisdiction to Exclusion of ~
take cognizance of the following suits : — Circle Pan- -
chayat jurisg-
(1) a suit for a balance of partnership account, un- diction,
less a balance has been struck by the parties or their
agents;

(2) a suit for a share or
intestacy or for a |

part of share under an
€gacy or part of a legacy under a

(3) a suit by or against the Government or a pub-
lic servant for acts done in his official capacity;

(4 a suit by
unsound mind;

Or against a minor or g person  of

(5) a suit cognizable by a revenue court under the

Delhi Land Reforms Act, 1954, except as provided in
this Act.

'Subs. by s. 17 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for original section,
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g{; d‘: the 58. (1) Every suit instituted before a Circle Panchayat
whole shall include the whole of the claim which the plaintiff is en-
. claim. titled to make in respect of thc matter in dispute, but he RN
may relinquish any portion of his claim in order to bring
the suit within the jurisdiction of the Circle Panchayat.
% (2) If a plaintiff omits to sue in respect of or relinqui-
shes any portion of it, he shall not afterwards sue in res-
)pe;t of the portions so omitted or relinquished.
Limitation. .~ J* 59, Every suit instituted before a Circle Panch'ayat after

the period of limitation prescribed therefor in the Scaedule j
$hall be dismissed, even though limitation has not been set o

- f=

p as a defence.

Effect of }\ g _60. The decision of a Panchayati Adalat on the question
decision by of title, legal character, contract or obligation shall not .bind

;mchawﬁ the parties except in respect of the suit in which such matter
Adalat. is :decided.

Revision. - 61. In all proceedings referred to in section 54, the Col-
" lector shall have powers of revision either upon reference

made to him or on his own motion; but there shall be no

appeal against any order of a Panchayati Adalat notwith- 3

standing any provision in the Delhi Land Revenue Act, b

1954, to the contrary.

Res-judi- * 62. (1) No Panchayati Adalat shall try any suit, pro- }

cate. céding or issue in respect of any matter which is pending s
for decision in or had been heard or decided by a court of '

‘competent jurisdiction in a former suit or proceeding bet-

ween the same parties or between the parties under whom

they or any of them claim. :

" [(2) Where a criminal case is pending in any court

~against an accused -in respect of any offence or where an

- accused has been tried for any offence, no Panchayati Ada- :
lat shall take cognizance of any such offence or on the same N
facts, of any other offence of which the accused might have

‘been charged or convicted.] '

Concurrent ' 63, Where a “[suit, criminal case or proceeding] is main- ‘ ’ ‘
jurisdiction. “tajnable in more than one Circle Panchayat, the °[plaintiff

or, the complainant or] the applicant, as the case may be,

may bring the °[suit, criminal case or proceeding] in one of RN B

such Circle Panchayats. Any dispute regarding jurisdiction

shall be decided by the Senior Sub-Judge, ‘[Additional Dis-

tritt Magistrate} or the Revenue Assistant, having jurisdic-

tion as the case may be.

*Ins. by s.-18 of Central Act 9 of 1959.

*Subs. by s. 19 ibid., for the words “suit or proceeding”.

3Subs. by s. 19 ibid., for the words “plaintiff or”. : e
“‘Im. by s. 19 ibid.
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64. Any person who wishes to institute a '[suit, crimi- Institution
nal case or proceeding] under this Act before a Circle Pan- of suits,
chayat may make an application orally or in writing to the criminal
Sarpanch of the Circle Panchayat or in case of his absence Sreccagiyoq
from the circle to the Naib Sarpanch or when both are ab- )
sent, to such other panch as the Sarpanch may have ap-
pointed in this behalt and shall at the same time pay the .
prescribed fee. The Court Fees Act, 1870, shall not apply t
to Panchayati Adalats except as may be prescribed. In
every suit the planitiff shall state its value.

i

6S. (1) Where a “[suit, criminal case or proceeding] is Substance
instituted orally, the Sarpanch, Naib Sarpanch or panch of the
receiving the application shall record without delay the pres- ?Pphfa'b
cribed particulars and the signature or thumb-impression of o ard o

A recorded in
the applicant shall be taken thereon. register.

‘ g

B TSV

(2) The Sarpanch or in his absence the Naib Sarpanch
or panch mentioned in section 64, shall appoint a bench of
the Panchayati Adalat under section 50 and refer the said
application to that bench for disposal and shall also fix a
date for the first hearing of the application before the said
bench and give notice of the said date to the applicant and
to the members thereof.

_66. Every "[suit, criminal case or proceeding] instituted Manner
in accordance with the provisions of section 65 shall be of proce-
brought before the bench of the Panchayati Adalat on the 9IS
date fixed and the bench shali, unless the Sarpanch or Naib
Sarpanch is a member of it, choose one of their members
to be chairman of that bench who shall conduct the proceed-

ings.

’[67. (1) If the plaintiff, the complainant or the appli- Pisposals of
cant fails to appear after having been informed of the time suits, etc.,
and place fixed for hearing, the Panchayati Adalat may dis- 11;) the .
miss the suit, criminal case or proceeding or pass such order 3oS¢n¢e ©

X the party
as 1t may deem fit. concerned.

(2) The Panchayati Adalat maay hear and decide the
suit or proceeding in the absence of the defendant or oppo-
site party if the summons have been served upon him or if
] he has been informed of the time and place fixed for hear-
S B : ing.]

_ 68. (1) Except as provided in sub-section (2) or o cOr- Panchayati
R rect a clerical error, a Panchayati Adalat shall have no power é\dalat not
, to cancel, revise or alter any decree or order passed by it. 9. .
A » alter its
) ' decision.
| Subs. by s. 14 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for the words “suit or proceeding”.
3Subs. by s. 20 ibid. for original section 67, 69 and 70.
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(2) A Panchayati Adalat may, for sufficient reasons to
be recorded, on application made within one month of the
date of the decree or order or knowledge thereof in case
personpl service of summons has not been affected, restore
any ([fuit, criminal case or proceeding} which has been dis-
missed in default or in which a decree or order has been

pass{ad ’X-parte.

Legal pra- +[6P. No Legal practitioner shall appear, plead or .act
ffﬁa%%i’ar not on Behfif of any party before a Panchayati Adalat:
before -
Panchayati Provided that a person who is arrested shall have the
Adalat. right (to consult and be defended by a legal practitioner of
his c{wioe.]
Appearance 170, (1) Subject to the provisions of section 69, any
g; Persen  partykto a suit or proceeding may appear before a Pancha-
prese);lta- yati Adalat either in person or by such agent duly authorised
tive, In writizg by him as the Panchayati Adalat may admit as a
’ fit person to represent him. .

(2) The parties to criminal cases shall appear personal-
ly before the Panchayati Adalat:

Provided that—

(a) the Panchayati Adalat may in any case dispense
with the personal attendance of the accused and permit
him to appear by his agent duly authorised in writ-
ing;,

{ ?(b) the Panchayati Adalat may in its discretion at
atly stage of the proceeding direct the personal atten-
dance of the accused.

(33 Jo stamp-duty shall be required to be paid for any
power of Zttomey filed under this section.] N

Special 71. K otwithstanding anything contained in this Act or
jurisdiction in any other law for the time being i force it shall be law-
In matters  fyl for ‘a Panchayati Adalat to decide any °[suit or proceed-
;‘l’.me%’* ing] arising in the local area of the Circle Panchayat and
15ed. not pending in any cour: in accordance with any settiement,
compromijse or oath agreed upon by the parties: :
‘[Provided that— v
() in the case of a suit, the value thereof does not
exceed the pecuniary limits of the appellate jurisdiction.
of the Senior Sub-Judge;

(b) in the case of a proceeding, the annual land re-
venue payable on the land involved in such proceeding

-does not exceed two hundred rupees.]

"Subs. by s. 14 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for the words “suit or proceeding”.
Subs. by s. 20 ibid. for original sections 67, 69 & 70. .

3Subs. by s. 21 ibid. for the words “Civil or revenue dispute”.

‘Ins. by 5. 21 of Central Act 9 of 1959.
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72. (1) The Panchayati Adalat shall receive such evi- Procedure i
dence in “[suit, criminal case or proceeding] as the parties and power :
may adduce and may call for such further evidence as in t© 8scertain
its opinion may be necessary for the determination of the
points in issue. It shall be the duty of the Panchayati Adalat
to ascertain the facts of every *[suit, criminal case or pro- ‘
ceeding] before it by every lawful means in its power and S
o thereafter to make such decree or order, with or without

s . costs, as to it may seem just and legal. It may take local

- % . investigation in the village to which the dispute relates. It
: shall follow the procedure prescribed by or under this Act.

L The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, *[Code of Criminal

s °$ 1898, Procedure, 1898] the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, and the

Indian Limitation Awct, 1908, shall not apply to any suit or
n proceeding in a Panchayati Adalat except as provided in this
% Act or as may be prescribed.

-y ' ’[(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall entitle any party
s to compound any offence which is not compoundable under
the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, or
to compound an offence without the permission of the bench
concerned, if it is compoundable with permission under the
provisions of the said Code.]

73. In the event of any disagreement between the mem- Majority to
bers of the Panchayati Adalat the opinion of the majority prevail.
shall prevail. '

74. (1) X in any ‘[suit, criminal case or proceeding] be- Transfer
fore a Panchayati Adalat any party intimates at any stage application.
before the announcement of the final decree or order that B
it intends to make an application under this section to the ; o
» Senior Sub-Judge, ‘[Additional District Magistrate] o¢r the o
©y - Collector, as the case may be, for the transfer of the ‘[suit,
criminal case or proceeding], the Panchayati Adalat shall
upon its executing, if so required, a bond without surety
of an amount not exceeding rupees ten that it will make such
application within a reasonable time to be fixed by Pancha-
yati Adalat which shall not be less than 15 days, adiourn
the “[suit, criminal case or proceeding], for such a pericd as
will afford sufficient time for the application to be made and
an order to be obtained thereon: '

e

Provided that nothing herein contained shall require the
Panchayati Adalat to adjourn the suit or proceeding upon
a second or subsequent intimation from the same party.

SSubs. by s. 22 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for the words “suit or proceeding”.
*Ins. by s. 22 ibid.

*Ins. by s. 22 ibid. .

‘Subs. by s. 23 ibid. for the words “suit or proceeding”,

*Ins. by s. 23 ibid.
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(2)-If the application be not made within the time al-
lowed,the amount of such bond shall be forefeited and may
i ' be reaoverable by the Panchayati Adalat as if it were a
fine imposed by itself.

Transfer of 75. (1) Any court before whom a ‘[suit, criminal case
:‘;‘l"m"“eml‘ or proceeding] triable by a Panchayati Adalat is filed shall
or pro- transfey the “[suit, criminal case or proceeding] to the. Circle
ceeding. Panchjyat having jurisdiction.
Sy 1 ’

< (Z) The Senior Sub-Judge, {Additional District Magis-
i trate] or Collector may, for reasons to be recorded in writ-
! : ing, itransfer any suit or proceeding respectively from one
p Panchayati Adalat to another Panchayati Adalat of compe-
i tentyjurisdiction in the same circle or any other Circle Pan-
E chayfagor to another court subordinate to him.

Transfer of 2 15—A. If at any time it appears to a Panchayati Ada-
cases by O lag: ! oA y ppe y

the Pan- ‘

chayati

Adalat, (a) that it has no jurisdiction to try any case pend-

ing before it,

- (b) that the offence involved is one for which it
cannot award adequate punishment, or

‘(c) that the case should ctherwise be tried by a
court;

it shall“submit the case to the Senior Sub-Judge, the Addi-
tional Bistrict Magistrate or the Collector, as the case may
be, for transfer to a court of competent jurisdiction and shall
give information thereof to the parties concerned.]

e R e

Revision. ‘[76. The Senior Sub-Judge, Additional District Magi- d
strate or Collector, according as it is a suit, criminal case : '
or procgeding may, either on his own motion or on the ap-
plicatioh of any party, call for the record of any case which
has been decided by the Panchayati Adalat and if it appears
to him that injustice or material irregularity has occurred,
he may make such order in the case as he thinks fit.]

Issue of 77; A Panchayati Adalat may, if it considers the evi-
summons to dence of, or the production of a document by, any person
witnesses.  pecessary in a suit, criminal case or proceeding, issue and o
cause to be served in the prescribed manner a summons on
such person to compel his attendance or to produce or cause
1 the production of such document, and such person shall be
i bound to comply with the direction contained in the sum--
mons.

Subs. by s. 24 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for the words “suit or proceeding™.
| T *Ins. by s. 24 ibid.

*Ins. by s. 25 ibid.’

‘Subs. by s. 26 ibid. for original section 76.

A md e
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78. If any person who is summoned by a Panchayati Penalﬁe_s
P Adalat by a written order to appear to give evidence or to for failing

produce any document before it, wilfully disobeys such {,‘;fgﬁ’gm T
summons or notice or order, the Panchayati Adalat mMAay a Pancha- '

make a complaint to the magistrate having jurisdiction and vati Adalat.
the said person shall be punishable with fine which may

extend to twenty-five rupees; but the fine will not absolve
him from the obligation to attend :

. . Provided that no woman shall be compelled to appear A
\ in person before the Panchayati Adalat. She may be exa- :
b i mined on commission consisting of at least 2 persons in the

manner prescribed : :

! Provided further that no Government servant shall be o 7537"12 ‘
it ¢
o compelled to produce an official document privileged under :
{ ' section 123, 124 or 162 of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872:
¥

Provided also that if a document is produced in obedi- .
ence to a summons issued under this section, the Panchayati N
Adalat shall cause the document to be copied, mark the
copy after comparing with the original to be true copy and

return the original document to the person producing the
same.

79. A Panchayati Adalat may dismiss any suit or pro- Dismissal of 1
ceeding if after examining the plaintiff or the applicant it suits etc.

is satisfied that the suit or proceeding is frivolous, vaxa-
tions or untrue.

'[80. A Panchayati Adalat after an application is made Summons

under section 64 shall, unless it has been dismissed or other- ¥© ‘%efe“‘

wise disposed of under the -provisions of this Act, cause eoses

summons in the prescribed form to be served in the prescri- person. .

bed manner on the defendant or the accused person or the : )

opposite party, as the case may be, requiring him to attend T

and produce his evidence at such time and place as may

be stated in the summons and'shall at the same time direct

the plaintiff or complainant or the applicant to attend and

produce his evidence at such time and place.}

81. If a Panchayati Adalat is satisfied that a witness js Issue of
evading the service of summons, it may issue a bailable war- Warrant
e rant against him for a sum not exceeding twenty-five rupees.

82. If on the application of the decree holder or the Payment or =~
judgment debtor, the Panchayati Adalat which passed the adjustment
- decree finds after enquiry that the decree has been satisfied Of decree to

wholly or in part ,it shall record the fact in the prescribed 2;_ record-
register.

83. (1) A decree or order passed by a Panchayati Adalat Execution .
shall be executed by it in such manner as may be prescribed, of decrees.
If the defendant’s property is situated outside the jurisdiction

ISubs. by s. 27 of Central Act 9 of 1959 for original section,
13—1 Delhi Adm.[70

S T —— o —————
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of the Panchayati Adalat passing such decree or order, it
-may transfer the decree or order for execution in the pres-
cribed manner to the Circle Panchayat within whose juris-
diction the property may be situated, and if there be no suck
Circle Panchayat then to the civil court within whose. juris-
(digtion it may be situated.

: ) (2) If a Panchayati Adalat finds any difficulty in exe-
vcu ing a decree, it may forward the decree to the Semor

-Judge, who shall then execute the'decree as if it wer

a decree passed by him.

(3} An order for costs in a proceeding under the Delhi

nd Revenue Act, 1954, shall, as far as possible, be execu- -

ed as provided in sub-sections (1) and (2) above; sub-section
529 shall be read and construed as if for words “Senior Sub-
Judge’ the words ‘Revenue Assistant’ were substituted.

'[83-A. The Chief Commissioner may, by order pub-
lished in the Official Gazette, direct that any Paachayati
Adalat shall not exercise all or any of the powers under
this Act for such period as may be specified in the order and
such Panchayatj Adalat shall cease to exercise such powers
for the period so specified.}

CuapTER VII
External Control

. 84, The Chief Commissionér may—

(a) cause to be mSperted gny - immovable proper-
"ty owned by a Gaon Sabha, used or occupied by a
, Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat, or any work
% » in progress under the direction of such Gaon Sabha or
7' Circle Panchayat;

(b) by an order in writing call for and inspect a
book or document in the possession or under the cen-
trol of a Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat;

(©) by an order in writing require a Gaon Pancha-
yat or a Circle Panchayat to furnish such statements,
. reports or copics of documents. relating to the proceed-
ings or duties of the Gaon Panchayat or Circle Pancha-
yat as he thinks fit;

(d) record in writing for the consideration of a
Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat any observation
which he thinks proper in regard to the proceedings or
duties of such Gaon Panchayat or Circiz Panchayat;
or

" *Ins. by 5. 28 of Central Act 9 of 1959
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‘that duty.

" fixed, the Chief Commissioner may direct such authority as
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(e) institute any enquiry in respect of any matter
relating to a Gaon Sabha, Gaon Panchayat, Circle Pan-
chayat or Panchayati Adalat

85. (1) The prescribed authority or amy other officer Prohibition
specially empowered in this behalf by the Chief Commis- of certain
sioner on information received or on its or his own initiative Proceedings.
may by order in writing prohibit the execution or further
execution of a resclution or order passed or made under
this Act or any other law for the time being in force by a
Gaon Sabha, Gaon Panchayat. Circle Panchayat or any offi-
cer or servant thereof, if in its or his opinion such resolu-
tion or order is of a nature as to cause or likely to cause
obstruction, annoyance or injury to the publi¢ or to any
class or body of persons lawfully employed, or danger to
‘human life, health or safety or riot or affray. It or he may
‘prohibit the doing or continuance by any person of any act
in purspance of or under cover of such resolution or order.

(2) Where an order is made under sub-section (1), a ‘
copy thereof, with a statement of the reasons for making .
it, shall forthwith be forwarded by the prescribed authority
.or the aforesaid officer to the Chief Commissioner who may
after calling for an explanation with or without record from
‘the Gaon Sabha, Gaon Panchayat or Circle Panchayat or
the officer or servant thereof and considering the explana- |

(3) Where the execution or further execution of 2 reso-
lution or order is prohibited by an order made under sub-
section (1) and continuing in force, it shall be the duly of
the Gaon Sabha, Gaon Panchayat or the Circle Panchizvat
or any officer or servant thereof if sc required by the zutho-
1ity making such order to take any action which it or he
would have been entitled to take, if the resolution or order
had never been passed or made and which is necessary for
preventing -any person from doing or coatinying to do any-
thing under cover of the resolution or order of which the
execution or further execution is prohibited.

86. (1) If, at any time, it appears to the Chief Com- Default in
missioner that a Gaon Sabha or a Gaon Panchayat or a the perfor-
Circle Panchayat has made default in the performance of mance of.
any duty imposed on it by or under this Act or any cther uty.
law for the time being in force, the Chief Commissioner
may, by order in writing, fix a period for the performancs of

(2) If the duty is not performed within the pericd so -

may be specified to perform it and may further direct that . o

e 3 S S
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the expenses, if any, of performing the duty shall be paid

‘from the Gaon Sabha Area Fund and thereupon the person
having custody of the Fund shall pay the amount from such

Fund.
Appoint- ' §7. If for any reason—
ment in :
Gases of . } (1) A Gaon Sabha fails to elect a panch under sub-
filling up. i Bection (3) of section 44 or section 52, or
o 3 )
vacancies

it { J (2) a Circle Panchayat fails to-elect a Sarpanch or
de Pancha- Y 4 Naib Sarpanch, under gub-section (5) of section 44
yat or on a ( }r section 52, ,

 Sarpanch or
" Naib Sar-

3

panch. within the time prescribed, the Chief Commissioner or any
- officer appointed by him in this behalf may appoint a duly
qualified person to hold office as a panch, Sarpanch or a
Naib Sarpanch of the Circle Panchayat, as the case may be,
and any person so appointed shall hold office as if he had been
duly elected under this Act. .

Supersession 88. (1) If in the opinion of the Chief Commissioner a
ggb?l Gaon  Gaon Sabha or a Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat or
Gaon Pan. @ Panchayati Adalat is incompetent to perform or persistent-
chavat or ly makes default in the performance of a duty imposed on
Circle Pap- it by or under this Act or any other law for the time being
chayatora in force or exceeds or abuses its powers or should there be
Rﬁ?&:ﬂn any other reason_ which in the opinion of the Chief Com-
missioner necessitates the supersession of the body, the
Chief Commissioner may, by notification in the Official Ga-
zette; supersede it. ’

, (5) On the supersession of a Gaon Sabha or a Gaon
Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat or a Panchayati Adalat
undef sub-section (1) the following consequences shall
ensue: — .

i (a) all membefs or pahches of the Gaon Sabha or
tke Gaon Sabha or Circle Panchayat shall be disposed
% Adalat shall from the date of notification vacate their -

eats;

(b) the funds and other property, if any, vested in
. the Gaon Sabha or Circle Panchayat shall be disposed
. of in such manner as the Chief Commissioner may direct;
; and

(c) the Senior Sub-Judge, ‘[The Additional District
Magistrate] or the Collector, as the case may be, shall
withdraw all Z[civil, criminal and revenue cases} pend-
ing before such Circle Panchayat or Panchayati Adalat
‘and dispose of them in accordan<e with law.

*Ins. by s. 29 of Central Act 9 of 1959.
*Subs. by ibid. for the words “Civil and revenue cases”.
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(3) The Chief Commissioner may at any time establish 5
another such body in the place of the ome so superseded D ;

under this section in accordance with the provision of this :
Act. » A

(4) Until the body superseded under sub-section (1) is
established, the duties, powers and functions of the body
so superseded shall be discharged, exercised and perform-
ed by such person or authority as the Chief Commissioner
may specify.

89. The Chief Commissioner may delegate all or any Delegation
of his powers under this Act to any officer or authority of power
subordinate to him subject to such conditions and restric- Chief Com-
tions as he may deem fit to impose. : missioner.

CHAPTER VIII
Pendlties and Procedure

90, Whoever contravenes any provision of this Act shall genaltée.s
be punishable, unless otherwise prescribed with fine, which ment of
may extend to ten rupees and when the breach is a CONtinu- the provi-
ing one with a further fine which may extend to one rupee sion of the
for every day after the first conviction during which an Act.
offender is proved to have persisted in the offence.

91. In making a rule, the Chief Commissioner, and in Infringement
making a bye-law, the Gaon Panchayat may direct that a 353331 and
breach of it shall be punishable with fine which may extend )
to ten rupees, and when the breach is a continuing one, with
a further fine which may extend to one rupee for every day
after the date of the first conviction during which the offender
is proved to have persisted in the offence.

92. (1) Whoever removes, displaces or makes an altera- Penalty for
tion in, or otherwise interferes with, any pavement, guiter tampering
or other material of a public. street, or any fence, wall or W‘;gntm
post thereof, or a lamp post or bracket, direction post, stand- gapha’s
post, hydrant, or other such property of the Gaon Sabha property.
without the written sanction of the Gaon Panchayat shall ~
be punishable with fine which may extend to ten rupees.

(2) If through any act, neglect or default on his part,
a person has incurred a penalty imposed by sub-section (1)
and has caused any damage to the property of a Gaon Sabna,
the person incurring such penalty shall be liable to make
good scch damage as well as to pay such penalty, and the

damages may be recovered from the offender in the prescri-
bed manner.
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93, If a notice has been given to a person under the pro-
visions of this Act or of any rule or bye-law made thereunder
to a person requiring him to execute a work in respect of
any property, movable or immovable, public or private, or
to provide or do or refrain from doing anything within a time
specified in the notice and such person fails to comply with
the notice, then— :

(a) the Gaon Panchayat may cause such work to be

executed or such thing to be provided or done, and may

- recover all expenses incurred by it on such account from
the said persen in the prescribed manner;

(b) such person shall also be liable on .conviction
before a magistrate to a fine which may extend to ten
rupees and in case of continuing breach to a further
fine which may extend to one rupee for each day after
the date of the first conviction during whcih the offen-
der is proved to have persisted in the offence.

94. No notice shall be invalid on account of any defect
of or omission in its form.

95. (1) Any person aggrieved by an order or direction
made by a Gaon Panchayat or Circle Panchayat under the
Act or under any rule or bye-law may, unless otherwise
prescribed, within 30 days from the daie of such direction
or order, exclusive of the time requisite for obtaining a
copy thereof, appeal to the prescribed authority which may
vary, set aside or confirm the said order or direction and
may also award costs to or against the person filing the ap-

peal. v v

(2) The prescribed apthority may, if it thinks fit, ex-
tend the period allowed by sub-section (1) for appeal.

(3) The decision of the prescribed authority under sub-
section (1) shall be final and shall not be questioned in any
court of law. .

96, When an appeal has been filed against an order. or
direction under section 95, any proceeding to enforce such
order or direction and any prosecution for the breach there-
of may, by order of the prescribed authority, be suspended
pending the decision of the appeal, and if such order, or
direction is set aside on appeal, disobedience thereof shall
not be deemed to be an offence.

97. (1) Subject to any rule made in this behalf a Gaon
Panchayat may, either before or after the institution of any
case, compound an offence against this Act or any
rule or bye-law made thereunder on payment of such sum
in cash to the Gaon Sabha as may be prescribed.
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(2) When an offence has been compounded the offender,
if in custody, shall be discharged and no further proceedings

shall be taken against him in respect of the offence so com-
pounded.

(3) All sums paid by way of composition under this sec-
tion shall be credited to the Gaon Sabha Area Fund.

98. The Pradhan or Up-Pradhan of the Gaon Panchayat,

‘193

Entry and

and if authorised in this behalf by the Gaon Panchayat, any inspéction.

other member, officer or servant of the Gaon Panchayat may
enter into or upon any building or land, with or without as.
_sistants or workmen, in order to make an inspection or sur-

vey or to execute a work which a Gaon Panchayat is autho-
rised by this Act or by rules or bye-laws made thereunder
to make or execute, or which is necessary for a Gaon Pan-
chayat for any of the purposes or in pursuance of any of

the provisions of this Act or of rules or bye-laws to make or
execute :

Provided that—

(a) except when it is in this Act or rules or bye-

laws otherwise expressly provided, no such enfry shall

be made between sunset and sunrise, and

(b) except when it is in this Act or in rules or
bye-laws otherwise expressly provided, no building which

is used as a human dwellig shall be so entered except

with the consent of the occupier thereof and without
giving the said occupier not less than four hours’ pre-

vious written notice of the intention to make such entry,
and

(c) sufficient notice shall in every instance be given
even when any premises can otherwise be entered with-
out notice to enable the inmates of an apartment ap-
propriated for females to remove to some part of the

premises where their privacy shall not be disturbed,
and '

(d) due regard shall always be had to the social

and religious usages of the occupants of the premises
entered. -

99. (1) No suit or other legal proceeding shall be insti- Suits against

tuted against a Gaon Sabha or a Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Gaon

Panchayat or against a member, panch, officer or servant of

a,

the Gaon Panchayat or Circle Panchayat or against any per- S,aon Pan-

son acting under its or his direction for anything done or Cir

ayat,
cle Pan-

purporting to have been done in any official capacity under chayat or.

this Act, until the expiration of two months next after notice, 'S

in writing has been, in the case of a Gaon Sabha or Gaon
Panchayat or Circle Panchayat, delivered in or left at the
office of the Gaon Panchayat or Circle Panchayat and in
the case of a member, panch, officer or servant or any person

officers.
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acting under his direction or the direction of the Gaon
Panchayat or Circle Panchayat, delivered to him or left at
his office or place of abode, explicity stating the cause of
action, the nature of the relief sought, the amount of com-
pensation, if any, claimed and the name and place of abode
of the intending plaintiff and the plaint shall contain a state-
ment that such notice has been so delivered or left.

;(2) No action such as is described in sub-section (i)
shall be commenced otherwise than within six months next
after the accrual of the cause of action.

). (1) The provisions of the Judicial Officer’s Pro-
Act, 1850, shall apply to the members of Panchayatt

chayat, Cir-

cle Pan- ¢ @) No suit or prosecution shall be entertained in any
chayat cour( against a Gaon Sabha or a Gaon Panchayat or a
and Pan- ey

chayati Circlé Panchayat or any member or panch thereof or any
Adalat. person acting under its or his direction in respect of anything

“in good faith done or intended to be done under this Act or
any riile or bye-law made thereunder. )
Dispute bet- '101. If any dispute arises' between two or more Gaon
ween Gaon Panchayats or between a Gaon Panchayat and the District
ﬁgf"h’?“;f Board it shall be referred to the prescribed authority whose
with other decision shall be final and shall not be questioned in any
bodies. court of law.

CuaprTER IX
Rules, Bye-laws and Repeals

Power to ©102. (1) The Chief Commissicner may, subject to the

make rules. condition of previous publication by notification in the offi-
cial Gazette, make rules' consistent with this Act to carry
out the purposes of this Act.

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the generaﬂty
.of the foregoing power such rules may provide for—

' (i) any matter for which power to make provision is
conferred expressly or by implication on the Chief Commis-
sioner by this Act; .

- (ii) the establishment of Circle Panchayats and Pancha-
_yati Adalats; '

, (ii) the time and place of the meetings of Gaon Sabha
and Circle Panchayat, the manner of convening meetings,
giving notice thereof, ang the conduct of proceedings at the
meetings;

R

tFor Delhi Panchayat Raj Rules, 1959; See Notification No. R(9)/59-PD, dated the
13th July, 1959 ; see Delhi Admn. Govt. Extraordinary, Part IV, dated 16th. July, 1959, p.
481.
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(iv) the establishment of committees and the determina-
tion of all matters relating to the constitution and procedure
of such committees;

(v) the records and registers that shall be maintained:
by Gaon Sabhas, Gaon Panchayats, Circle Panchayats and
Panchayati Adalats and the form in which they are to be;

(vi) the action to be taken on the occurrence of a vacan-
<y in the Circle Panchayat and Panchayati Adalat;

(vii) the authority by which disputes in relation to ape
_pointments to Circle Panchayat, other commitiees or Pan-
chayati Adalats may be decided and the procedure to be
followed therein;

(viii) management and regulation of provident fund
for servants of Circle Panchayat if the system of provident
fund is adopted by any Circle Panchayat;

() °[* * * *;

(x) the establishment, administration and control of li-
braries, reading rooms, the construction and repairs of build-
ings connected therewith and the supply of medicine and
medical assistance to the poor inhabitants of the local area
of a Gaon Sabha;

(xi) the discovery, removal and destruction of water
hyacinth on any land, premises, or water, the construction
of fences and barriers for checking its movement and the
cost incurred in carrying out such work;

(Xil) "1[* * * *];

(xiii) the framing of budgets and earmarking funds for
specific purposes;

(xiv) the returng to be submitted by Gaon Panchayats,
Circle Panchayats.and Panchayati Adalats, the form in which
they are to be, the authorities to which and the time when
they shall be submitted;

(xv) the levy of taxes and license fees, the authority
by which and the manner in which the taxes may be asses-
sed and the authority to which an appeal from an assess-
ment order may be made; :

(xvi) the method and time of payment of taxes and other
dues the procedure of recovery and the authority whose as-
sistance may be taken by Goan Panchayat in the recovery
of taxes and other dues;

(xvii) the method of account keeping by Goan Pancha-
yats or Circle Panchayats;

(xviii) the maintenance of public buildings and nazul
land;

(xix) the formalities to be observed when fransferring
any property and the manner in which a deed of contract
may be executed by a Gaon Sabha;
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. (xx) powers of auditors, inspecting and superintend-
ing authorities to hold inquiries, summoning and examin-
ing witness, compelling the production of documents and
all other matters connected with audit, inspection and super-
intendence; :

. (xxi) the issue, service or execution of summons, notices
1 ~and other processes of Panchayati Adalat and issue and ser-
'( Jvice of notices by Gaon Panchayats;

(xxii) the transfer by a Panchayati Adalat of summons
. And other processes to another Panchayati Adalat or any
, court for service or execution;
‘ _'1 _(xxiii) the fees to be levied by Panchayati Adalats for
hstitution of suits, for issue of processes for obtaining copies
of documents and other matters;

{ (xxiv) the court fees and other fees payable where a Pan-
c}layati Adalat, with the consent of parties, entertains a suit
wkich is otherwise beyond the jurisdiction; '

- (xxv) the procedure for execution of decrees and orders b
passed by Panchayati Adalats; ‘ . N

(xxvi) the allotment by Gaon Panchayats of funds for

the performance by Circle Panchayat or Panchayati Adalats

~ for their duties under this Act or any rule or bye-law and

- the extent to which fees paid to Panchayati Adalats may be
appropriated by Gaocn Panchayats;

(xxvii) the powers that may be exercised by the District
Board or any prescribed authority in the discharge of their
obligations under this Act and the manner in which such
powers may be exercised;

(xxviii) the procedure to be observed in the making of
bye-laws by the prescribed authority for Gaon Panchayats
+ or by Gaon Panchayats or for Circle Panchayats;

. (xxix) the printing of the prescribed forms and regis-
-ters; :

(xxx) the submission for approval of pléns, designs,
specifications and estimates;

(xxxi) the duties, powers and functions of village volun-
teer force, if any;

"« (xxxii) the submission of annual reports by Gaon
Sabhas and their review;

~ (xxxiii) persons other than members of the Gaon Sabhas : ’
10 may be present in an advisory capacity in meetings of
Gaon Sabhas;

~ (xxxiv) channels of correspondence between a Gaon . 1.
Panchayat, Circle Panchayat and other authorities; . ‘ . ‘

(xxxv) disposal of assets and liabilities of a Gaon
_ Sabha or Circle Panchayat on its supersession;

S
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. (xxxVi) '[FreEa];

(xxxvii) the conditions subject to which sums due to

a Gaon Sabha may be written off as irrecoverable, and the
) conditions subject to which the whole or any part of a fee
: may be remitted and generally for the guidance of Gaon
Sabhas, Gaon Panchayats, Circle Panchayats, Panchayati

Adalats, committees, servants of the State and other autho-

rities in any matter connected with the carrying out of the
¥ provisions of this Act;

[

(xxxviii} the regulation of the election of the members
j of the Gaon Panchayat and panches of Circle Panchayats in

order to secure the adequate representation of the Scheduled S
Castes; : S

(xxxix) the mode of assembling the voters and recording
their votes, :

S - ‘y t

*[(3) All rules made under this Act shall be laid for

_ not less than thirty days before both Houses of Parliament ;

. as soon as possible after they are made and shall be subject - 8
¢ to such modifications as Parliament may make during the ,

session in which they are so laid or the session immediately
. following.]

103. The prescribed authority may, and when requir- The pres-
ed by the Chief Commissioner, shall make byelaws for a cribed au-
Gaon Panchayat or a Circle Panchayat consistent with the thority

~ Act and the rules made thereunder for the purpose of pro- }3‘; e‘_’;:fv:
moting or maintaining the health, safety and comvenience
of persons residing within the jurisdiction of a Gaon Pancha-

yat or Circle Panchayat and for furtherance of administra-
tion of Gaon Panchayats under this Act.

104. (1) Subject to thé provisions of this Act and the Power of
~vules made thereunder and the bye-laws, if any, made by Gaon Pan-

the prescribed authority a Gaon Panchayat may frame bye- chayet b‘y%- .
laws— ‘

@ ‘[*****j , laws.
®) l[*****]

(c) to prevent damage to public streets and Gaon
Sabha property: '

\ . (d) ‘[*****]

(e) to prohibit or regulate the use of public streets
, . or other public places by shop-keepers or other indivi-
¢ ~ duals or collection of market tolls on public streets;

(f) to regulate the manner in which tanks, ponds
and cess-pools, pasture lands, playgrounds, manure pits,

lands for disposal of dead bodies and bathing places
shall be maintained and used.

*Rep. by 5. 505 of the Dethi Municipal Corporation Act, 1957, (66 of
’Ins. by s. 30 of Central Act 9 of 1959.

1957).
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4. (2) The draft of bye-laws framed under sub-section (6)]
shall be published in the prescribed manner. Any objections
received thereto shall be considered at a meeting of the
Gaon Sabha and the byelaws shall then be  submit.
ted together with the objections, if any, received and the
decisions taken thereon to the Chief Commissioner through
the prescribed authority. The bye-laws as sanctioned by
the Chief Commissioner shall come into force after they
have been published in the prescribed manner. ’

105. On and from the date this Act comes into force,
the Punjab Village Panchayat Act, 1939 as extended to the
Union territory of Delhi, shall be deemed to be repealed in

Ly respect of areas to which this Act applies, and the Pancha-
‘( .

yats, if any, established thereunder in such areas shall be
;abolished, their funds and other properties, if any, shall vest

)in and their liabilities shall be transferred to such Gaon Sabha
" "as may be established in the said areas under this Act and

Interpreta-
tion.

the suits, if any, pending on such date before the Panchayats
shall be transferred to the Circle Panchayats, if any, establish-
td in those areas or where no such Circle Panchayat exists
to that civil court of lowest grade having jurisdiction therein.
The criminal cases, if any, psnding on such date before the
Panchayats shall be transferred to the District Magistrate.

4

7 (2) Any act done by a Panchayat established under the
Punjab Village Panchayat Act, 1939 as extended (o the
"Union territory of Delhi shall be deemed to have been done
under this Act until Gaon Sabha or a Circle Panchayat is
established in that Panchayati Area.

106. The provisions of the General Clauses Act, 1897
shall apply, as far as may be, for the interpretation of this

Act in the same manner as they apply for the interpretation
of a Central Act. . .

SCHEDULE
Description of suits Period of Time from which
Limitation  period begins to run
¢y . @ 3
A. For money due om a 3 years when the money became
‘ contract. due to the plaintiff.
2. For the recovery of Do. when the plaintiff became
movable  property or entitled to the delivery
*  the value thereof, of the movable pro-
perty.
3. For compensa{ion for Do. when the movable pro-
" wrongfully - taking or perty was wrongfully
injuring a  movable taken or wheninjury was
property. done to it.

4, For damages ' caused 6 months The damage was caused

by cattle trespass. by the cattle trespass.

2 of 1939,

10 of 1897.




