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1, Passed in Hindi by the Hi,nachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha in 1956. For Statement sf 
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1966 by the H.P. Act No. 29 of 1976 (sec. 3 and sec. 1). 
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- (Receivqd the assent of t;le President of India on the 4th June, 1956and 
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Amended, repealed or otherwise affected by,- 

(i) A.Q. 1973, published in R.H.P., dated the 20th January, 1973 at ' 
p. 91-1 12. 

(Authoritative English Text of the HirnachalPradesh Tarn Adhiniyam, 1956). 

Aa Act to regulate ferries 'fin Himachnl Pradesh. 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly s f  the Himachal Pra.desh in 
the Seventh Year of the Republic of India as follows:- 

CHAPTER I . 

PREEIklINARK \ 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called 
the Himachal Pradesh Ferries Act, 1956. 

(2) It extends to =[the areas as comprised in W.P. immediately before 
1st November, 1966. 

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, fix in this behalf. 
---- L-_-_Ip 

1. Subs. for the ':words whole of theHimachal Pragesh" by A. 0. 1973. 



2, DeWtions.-In this Act, unless these is anything repugnant ill the 
subject or contex.t,- 

(13 "ferpy'p includes also a bridge of boats, pontoons or rafts, a 
$wing-bridge, a flying bridge and a temporary bridge, and the 
approaches, to, and landing-places of, a ferry ; 

(2) 
* . *I 

CHAPTER I1 

PUlEiL1C FERRIES 

3. ~ d w e r  to declare, establish, define and disco~tinae pablic ferries.-- 
(!) The State Government may, from time to time,-- 

( u )  declare what ferries shall. be deemed public ferries, and the r e f -  
pective districts in which, for the purposes of this Act, they shall . 
be deemed to be situate ; 

(b)  take possisssjon of a private ferry and declare it to be a public 
V e r r y  ; 

(c) establish iiew public ferries where, in its opinion, they 'are 
aecded ; 

(d) define the limits of any "public ferry ; 
(el change the wurse of any public ferry ; and 

( f )  discolrtinue any public ferry which it deems unnecessary. 

(2) Every such declaration, establishment, definition, change or 
discoi~tinuance shall be made by notification in the Official Gazette : 

Provided that when a river lies between two States the powers cqaferred 
by this section may, in respect of such river be exercised by the Hlmachal 
Pradeslz Government in consultation with the Government of the other 
State and notificatiolls may be issued by the State Governments concerned 
in tlreir respective Official Gazettes. 

Provided also that, 'when any alteration in  the course or in the limits 
of a public ferry is rendered necessary by changes in the river, such alteration 
may be made, by an order under his hand by the Deputy Commissioner 
of the District in which such ferry i ~ ,  situate, or by such other officer as the 
State Governmellt may, from time to time, appoint by name or in virtue of 
hisofice iath.is behalf. 

4. Ciaims for compensation.-Compensation shall be paid by 
State Governrnel~t for any loss sustained by any person iu oonsequenr e of a / 

private ferny being taken possession of under section 3 after enquiry by the 
District Ma~isuateof  tho District in wl~ich such ferry is situate or such oficer 
as he appoint9 in t h i s  behalf. - - ---_.-_--- l-_l-d--l-l-l--l--llI -Me--- 

1. The hitflll~tiou of "State ~ o v o r l p c n t "  omittzd by ibid. 



5. Superintendeuce of public ferries.--(l) 'rbe irnmedielfe superj~l- 
V tendence of every pub!ic ferry' shall. except as provided in sections 6 a t ~ d  7 

be vested in the District Magistraie of the District in which such. fc , r r~ is ?;ituate 
or  in such officer as the Stitte Governme~~t  may Proin time lo tlnle. appojn 
by nameor in virtueofhis ofice ill this bei~aIf. 

(2) Such Magistr~le or o f h ~ r  shdll, except WIZCI)  tile t ~ i i s  st such 
ferry are leased, make a 1  necessary arrangements for ilze suypty of boais or 
suclz ferry, alzd for the @oIiectioll of" a~i:lzorjsed tolls levjahle there a!, 

6. Management ii;ay be vested in municipality. - Tile State G o v e ~  nrncne 
may direct that any publ~eferry situated %i t lz i~~  theiimits oPa tow17 be lni111~g0d 
by the officer ~ ; r  p.ib!ic kady charged with the superintendence of the 113ul1ici pal 
affairsof suclz town, and t?zereupo~lthatfer.ry shall be ~nanagedaccordinpl~ . 

7. Management may be vested in tllac Zilla ltParishadj- .---The State 
Government may direci that any public ferry %holly or partly within the . 
area subject to the aathority of a Zilla 1fParishadI may be maaageit by tlie 
Zilla lrparishad] and thcrzupot~ that Perry si~all be managed accordingly. 

8. Letting ferry toils bj  auction. ( 1 )  The tolls of any public f k r y  
may, from time to time, be let b y  public ar~ctiori f ~ r  n ter*m 110t exceeding five 
years with the approval n f  the Iddpaty Conzmissiouer of the District, o r  by 
public auction, or othcru~lse tha17 by public nuction, for dny tcriil ~i tIh the  
previous satlction of the State Government. * 

(2) The lessee siiall coiiform lo the  rule jaade, under hhi3 Acl for  the 
management al:d control of the ferry, rind may be called upon by Ihc officer 
in whom immediate supcrinteilde~zce of the fel.1 y is vested or jf tho ferry 
managed bya  mulzioipal or  otlrer public body under section 6 or 7.  l1le11 by 
that body, to give silcit security for the pullcrual pay~nent of"~"ent as the officer 
or  body, as the c rse  nay be,. thinks fit. 

(3) When the tolls are put up to pablic aiictidn t he anid offiier or body, 
as the case may be,or tiit: officer conductiog the sale oil  his OF its behalfmay 
for reasons recol-ded in writing, refuse to accept the oKcr of the highest bidder, 
a ~ l d  ~ ~ a y a c c e p t  allyotlzer !~id,or ri-iay withdraxv the tolls from auctjon. 

9. Recovery of alrears from lessee.--A11 arscacs due by t l~c jessee oS the 
tolls of a public ferry on a~count  of his Ieasc mdy J-ie recc)uel'ed from. tho Jes%@c 
or his surety, i f  any, by the D i s t ~ ~ c t  Magistrate ot t17e Diatsict tn ~ b i c i r  auc17 
ferry is situateas if they were srrearsor land r~venaie. 

10. Power to cancel lens@,---(I) Tlze Starc C;overnn~~nI may ca~!n;cl 
t.119 lease of the tolls of any piat\lic ferry oa~ the expiration o r  OJle month'@ 
noticein writi~lgto the ies.;eeoQits illtention t o  canccl - $ ~ c h  lease. 

(2) Wllelz ally lease is ca~lcclled under thi5 scctiou she: Dlstrkct 
Magistrate of the Districi. i n  wh!'cla such ferry. i s  ritt~ato ~Itatl  pay lo the 
lcssee such compensation as ,such M:~ci13tra te M ~ t l r  1111" ~>se~ ic> t r s  s'lilct ior~ 
of the State Goverilmeot,rnny awr r l .  
- 4_3/--- --..-a --.--.-w?.-.M*"- -- -. 
1. Subs. for thc wold .i3dnc!ld;dt" 1,: A.O. 1373. 



11. Surrender of lease.-The lessee of the tolls of a pubilc ferry may . 
surrender his lease on the expiration of one 5~lonth"s notice in writing to the . 
State Government ofhis intention to surrender his lease, and on payment to 
the District Magistrate of  the District in which such Perry is situated of such 
compensation as such Magistrate, subject to tile a$proval of the State Govern- 
ment, may, in each case, direct. 

12. Power to make rules.-(1) Subject to the previous approval of the 
Sa te  Government, the Financial Commissioner or  such officerZ as the State 
Government may, from time to time, appoint in this behalf, by name or  in 
virtue of his office, may, from time to time, make rules *consistent with this 
Act- 

(a) for the control and the management of all public ferries and for 
reg~latingthe traffic at such ferries; 

(b) for regulating the time and manner at and in -which, and the: 
terms orm which, the tolls of  such ferries may be let by auctions, 
and presoribing the persons by whom auctions may be conducted; 

(c) for compensating perso:ls who have coqpounded for tolls payable 
for the use of any such ferry when such ferry has been discontinued 
before the expiration of the period wmpounded for ; 

(d) generally to carry out the purmses" of this Act ; and when 
the tolls of a ferry have been let under section 8, such Financial - dommissioaer or  other officer may, from time to time (subject as 
aforesaid), make additional rules c~nsistent with this Act; 

(e) for collecting the rents payable for the tolls of such ferries; 
* 

(f) in casas in yhich the communication is to be established by means 
of a bridge of boats, pontoons or rafts, or a swing-bridge, 
flying-bridge or temporary brie.ge, for regulatipg the time and 

. manner at and in which such bridge shall be constructed and 
qaintained and opened for the p?ssage of vessels and rafts through 
the same ; and 

(g) jn cases in which the traffic is conveyed in boats for'regulating- 

(i) the number and kind of such 3oa"ts and their dimensions and 
equipment ; 

(ii) tho number of the crew to be :<opt by tho lessee for each boat; 

(iii) the maintenance of such boats continually in good condition; 

(iv) the hours during which, and the iatervalswithin which, the 
lessee shall be bound to ply; and - 

1. Rules framed vide Not. N j.24.2165-Rev-I, daied t ie  6th March, i%? ( ~ p ~ e n d e d j .  
2. Secretary (PWD) H. P. authorised to frame rules, iide Not. PBW-B (3)-2/84 dated 

27-3-84 published in R.H.P. dated. 29-12-1931 P. 1461 and subsequently authorised 
Sec~etary TPT H. P. vide Not. No. 20-6134-Tpt dated 24-11-1984 published in 
R.H.P. dt. 29-12-84 p. 14b1,. . 
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(v) the number of passengers, animals and vehicles, and the bulk 
and weight of other things, that may be carried in each kind 
of boat at one trip. 

(2) The lessee shall make such returns of traffic as the Deputy 
Com nissioner of the District or other officer as aforesaid may, from $ime to 
time, require. .. 

13. Private fe~rjt not ta ply within ltwomiles of public ferry without 
sanction.-Excep8 with the sanction of the Deputy Commissioner of the 
District or of such other officer as the State Government may, from time to 
time, appoint in this behalf, by name or in virtue of his office, no person 
shallestabli&, mainitah or work a ferry to or from any point within a 

a . distance of two miles from the limits of a public ferry : 

ProvideJ, that in the case of any spkicified public ferry, the state Govern- 
ment may, by notification in the ~ff ica l  Gazette, reduce or increase the said 
distance of two miles to such extent as it thinks fit : 

Provided also thatd nothing hereinbefore contained shall prevent 
persons from plying between two places, one of which is without, and one 
within, the said limits, when the distance betwem such two places is not less 
than three miles, or apply to boats which do not ply for hire, or which the 
State Government expressly exempts fro:n the operation of this section. 

1 Person using approaches, etc., liable to pay toll.--Whoever uses the 
approach to, or landing-place of, a public ferry is liable to pay the toll payable 
for crossi'nng such ferry. 

15. Tolls.-(1) Tolls , according to such ratas as are, from time to 
time, fixed by the Stata Government, shall be levied on all persons, animals, 
vehicles and other things crossing aay river by a public ferry and not employed 
or transmitted on the public service : 

Provided that' the State Government may, from time to time, declare 
that any psrsons, animals, vshicXes or other things shall be exempted from 
payment of such tolls. 

(2) Where the tolls of a ferry have been let under section 8, any such 
declaration, if made after tha date of the lease, shall entitle the lessee lo such 
abatement of the rent payabla in respect of the tolls as may be fixed by the 
Dwuty Commissioner of the District or such other officer as the 
State Government may, from tEme to time, appoint in this behalf by name or 
in virtue of his office. 

16. Table of tolls.-The lessee or other person authorised to collect 
the tolls of any public f6rry shcl'i afix a table of such tolls, legibly written or 
printed in Hindi and also if tha Depbty Commlssioner'of the District so 
direzts, in English in some co~ils~icuous place near the ferry, and shall be 
bound to produce, on demand, a list of the tolls, signed by the Deputy 
Comnzissioner of the District oc'sush other officer as he appoints in this 
behalf. * 



17. l'alls, rents, cornyeninsiltion and Rnes arc to form part of I'evenues 
of t&e State,--All tolls, rents, compensation and fines under this Act (other 
than tolls rewjvad by any lessm) shall Corm part of lIle revenues of the State . 

88. Compounding for .tolls.--The State Goverrsn~ent: niay, if it thinks 
fit, from time to time;, f ix rates at ~vlrich ~ ; 7 3 7  persoil Inray compound for the 
lolls plcytfbb for the asc sf a public ferry, 

, 19. Power to ntake rules.--'l'lze Deputy Con.ernissioner of the District 
n12ty, cvlrla the previous sanction of the; State Government from time to time, 
n~nlce rdes for the maintenance of order and for the safely of passengers and 
proyterkv at ferries usher than public ferries. 

2% Tolls.--Tfze lolls ol~arged at swlz ferries shall not exceed the 
i1i:!2%6 rate9 for the til-r~e being fixed under section 15 for siinilar public ferries. 

CFIAPTFR 1V 

PENALTIES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

21. Penattyfor breach of provisions as to table of tolls, list bf tolls and' 
return of tr&b43"biy lessee or other person authorised to collect the tolls 
of a p ~ t b l i ~  ferry, who ~aeglwts to affix and keep in good order and repair 
tke: tabla of ~oJ!s ~nwtioned ~ I I  section 16, 

or xi1ft1IIy removes, alters or defaces such xable, or allows i t  to 
beconla illegible, 

or who fCiils to produce on demancl the list of $110 tolls ~nantioned 
in section 16, 

and svary le4see who neglects to furnish any return required under 
se~ l i on  12, 

shall bopun9shakll: with fine wlzicl~ may extend Is  fifty rllpees. 

22, Penalty for taking unauthorised toll and for causing delay.--Every 
such lesslee or  otlrcr persoil ,ts aforesaid and any popson lo possession of a 
pri~cita f ~ r r y  de~z~al?diug 01- t:!king 1110rt: t han  the lawfd toll, or without due 
cause cIe9~yjag ally person, anrmal, valzicle or  other tl-tings, shall be punishable 
with fino wbicl: may extend to five Izurldred rupees. 

23. Penalty Tor breach of rules ma& under sections 12 and 19.-Every 
person co i~~rn~t r ing  a braach of any rulei 111ada under section 12 or section 19 . s11a,ll bc p~lnishd ble \4 ~ r h  irnpristrnmen t for  n term which may oxtend to six 
month5. o l . \ ~  it11 hie w h ~ c h  may extend to t ~cs  hundred rupees, or with both. 

24. Cancellatiou of lease on default or breach of rules.-When any 
lessee oP the t 011s of a public Ferry makes default in the payment of the rent . 
puyabb in racpeor of sucln riglis, or has beon co~~victed of an offence undao 
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section 23, or, having been collvicted of an off~nce under section 21 or section 
22, is again convicted of an offence under either of those sections, the 
District,Magistrate of the District may, with the sanction of the State 
Government, cancel the lease OF the ,tolls of such ferry, and make other 
arrangements for its management durlng the whole or any part of the term 
for which the t 011s were let. 

25. Penalties on pa'ssengers offending.--Every person crossing by any 
public ferry, or using the approach to, or landing place thereof, who refuges 
to pay the proper toll, and every person- 

who, with intent to avoid payment of such toll, fraudulently or forcibly 
crosses by any such ferry without paying the toll, or 

who, obstructs any toll-collector or lessee of the tolls of a public ferry 
or any of his assistants in any way in the execution of their duty 
under this Act, or J1 

who, after being warned by any suck toll-collector, lessee or assistant 
not to do so, goes or takes any animals, vehicles or other things 
lnto any ferry boat, or upon any bridge at such a ferry which is in 
such a state or so loaded as to endanger human life or property, or 

who, refuses or neglects to  leave, or remove any animals, vehicles or 
goods from any such ferry-boat or bridge, on being requested by 
such toll-collector, lessee or assistant to do so, 

shall be punishable with fiae which may extend to fifty rupees. 

26. Penalty for maintaining private ferry within prohibited limits.- 
Whoever establishes, maintains or works a ferry in contravention of the 
provisions of section13 shall be punishable with fine which may extend to 
five hundred rupees, and with a further fine which may extend to one hundred 
rupees for every day during which the ferry is maintained or worked in 
contravention of those provisions. 

27. Fines payable to lessee.-Where the tolls of any public ferry have 
been let under the provisions hereinbefore contained, the whole or any 
portion of any fine realised under section 25 or section 26, notwithstandmg 
anything contained in section 17, be at the discretion of the convicting 
Magistrate, paid to the lessee. 

28. Penalty for rash navigation 'and stacking of timber.-Whoevar 
navigates, anchors, moors or fastens any vessel or raft, or stackany timber, in 
a manner so rash or negligent as to damage a public ferry, shall be punishable 
withimprisonment for a term which may extend to three months, or with fine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both; and the toll-collector 
or lessee of the tolls of such ferry or any of his assistants, may seize or 
detain such vessel, raft or timber peilding the inquiry and assessment herein 
after mentioned . 

% 

29. Power to arrest without warrant.-The police may arrest without 
wafraut any person committing an offeme against section 25 or section 28. 
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30. Power to try.-Any Magistrate of the 1st or 2nd class may try 
any offence against this Act. 

31. Magistrate may assess damage done by offender.-(1) Every Magistrate 
Bryiag any offence under this Act may inquire into and asqess the value of the 
damage (if any ) done or caused by the offender to the ferry concerned, and 

, shal  order tha amount of such value to be paid by him in addition to any 
fine imposed upon him under this Act, and the amount so ordered to be pa~d  
shall be leviable 3! if it were a fine, or, wh3n the offence is one under section 
28, by tha sale pf the vessel, raft or timber causing the damage, and of any 
tlpi~zg found in or upon such vessel or raft. 

(2) The State Government may, on,the appeal of any person daeming ' 

himself aggrieved by an order under this section, reduce or remit the 
amouat payable mdar such order. - 

CHAPTER V ., - 
MISCELLANEOUS 

32. Power to take possession of boats, etc., on surrender or cancella- 
tiora OE' lease.-When the lease of the tolls of any ferry is surrendered under 
sectiorn I I or cancelled wder swtion 24, the District Magistrate of the 
District may take possession of all boats and their equipment and all other 
material and appliances used by the lessee for the purposes of such ferry, and , 
use ths same (paying such compensation for the use thereof as the State 
Go~arnme~it may in each case direct) until such Magistrate can convepiently 
procure proper substitutes therefor. 

33. Similar power In cases of emergency,-When any boats or their 
equipman$ or any materials or appliapces suitable for setting up a ferry, are 
emergcntlgr raqajred for facilitating the transport of officers, or troops of the 
GoTlar:1me~t of India on duty, or of any other persons on the business of 
Governmsnt, or of any anirnsls, vehicles or baggage belonging to such 
officers, iroops or persoas or' of any property of Government, the District 
Magistrate of the District may take possession of and use the same paying 
such compensation for the usa thereof as the Central Government where the 
transpnrt is in connection with the affairs of the Central Government and the 
Statc Government in othar cases, may in each case direct, until such krans- 
port is completed. 

-, 
34. Jutisdiction of civil cowts barred.-No suit to ascertain the amount: 

of any co n?en%ation payable, or abatement of rent allowable, under this 
Act shall be cognizabls.by any civil court. 

35. Delegation oPPowers.-The State Government may, from time to 
time , delegate, u d o r  such restri~tions as it thinks fit, any of the powers 
conf~rred on it by this Act to the District Magistrate of the District or any 
other Mag:strate of a District , or to such other officers asnit thinks fit? by 
name or by virture of his office. 




