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Arnendrnendetl, repealed or otherwise affected by,- 

(i) H. P. Act No. 25 of 1969" published in R.H.P. Extra., dated 
the 13th October; 1969 at p. 883-887, 

(ii) A.O. 1973, published in R.H.P. Extra., dated the 20th January, 
1973 at p. 91-112. 

An Act to provide for the better control of public dramatic performances in the 
State of Himachal Pradesh. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the better control of public 
dramatic performances in the "State] of Himachal Pradesh ; 

BE it ellacted in the Fifteenth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows :- 

I. Short title, extent and comm@ncernent.-(l) This Act may be 
czlled thc Himachal Pradesh Dramatic Performances Act, 1964. 

(2) It extends to the whole ofthe 3rStatel of Himachal Pradesh. 

1. For Statcmeiit of Objects and reasons, see R.H.P., dated the 30th January, 1964. 
p. 29 and for its authoritative Hindi text ses R.H.P., Extra, dated 7-6:86 p. 954. 

2, The Act extended to the areas added to H~machal Pradesh under section 5 of tk 
Punjab Re-organ~sation Act, 1966 by 8. P. Act No. 25 of 1969. 

3. Subs. for "UnronTemtory" by A. 8. 1973. 
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(3) 11 ;:la11 come into force on sucli date as the State Government may, 
by ilotification, appoint in this behalf. 

2. Definition;.-In this A x ,  un!+;s the context otherwise reql~ires - 
(1) ';objectionable performance" means any play, pantomime or other 

drama which is ljkely to- 

(i) incite any p:rson to resort to violence or sabotage for the 
purpose of overti?rowing or undermining the Government 
established by law in India or in any State thereof or its 
authority in any area ; or 

( i i )  incite any person to commit murder, sabotage or any ofTenco 
involving violence ; or 

(iii) seduce any member of any of the armed forces of t'le Union or 
of the pol;ce f ~ r c e s  from his allegiance or his duty, or pre- 
judice to recruiting of pcrsons lo serve in  any such force or 
prejudice the discipliile of any such force; or 

(iv) incite any section of the citizens of Ivdia to acts of violence 
against any other section of t1:e citizens. of India; or 

(v) which is deliberately inteded to outrage the religious feelings of 
any class of the citizens of I~idia by insulting cir by blaspiien~ing 
or profaning the rellgio:~ oi the religious beliefs of tbat class; 
or 

(vi) is grossly indecent, or is scurrilous or obscence or intended 
for biackmail. 

E,vplanution r.-.4 parformance shall not be deemed to be objectionable 
merely because in the course thereof words uttered, or signs or 
visible representat i~~~s are made, ex-pressing disapprobation or 
criticism of any law or of any policy or administrative action ol'tl;e 
Governme~lr with a view to obtain its alteration or redress by 
lawful meazls. 

E.cp?mcltion I T .  jnlgi:lg whether a;ly perfori:lance is an objec- 
tionable performance, the play, pantomime or other drama shall 
Ije considered as a v~kole. 

(2) "O;%ciai Gazette" m.;ans tile R:ijjpat;.a, Iliaachal Prades!~; 

(3) "public place" means any building or enclosure, or a:ly piace 
in  the openair and ally palldal where the sides are not ecclosed 
to which t5e p:~blicare a d ~ i t t c d  to witiless a perform~nce. 
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3. Powers fo pro!~ibi& objectfoi~aklle performan~~s~--(1) Wheneyer 
the State Gover~lm:at are satisfied thzt ai1yp1~:i, pzrtorn:me or cihe!. drama 
perfor~nsd or about to be performsd in a pi~blic piec: IS an obje:crionable 
performance, they m y ,  by order statiqg the grounds on wh;ch they co;zsider 
the perfosm?nce objectionable, prok;bit th.= pcrformance. , 

(2) No order under sub-section (I) shall be passed without giving 
a r=aso ;able oppx- tu~i ty  to the organizes or other ptii~cipal pet sons respoil- 
siblz for the conduct of ?he psrformance or  to the owner or occupier of the 
public place in wl~ic l~  such p~~rfarrns~lcs  is 3nter1ded to tak. piace, to show7 cause 
why the p:rfarmance should not be proh'bited. 

(3) Every order made under sub-sectioi~ (1) shall be published in tile 
Oficial Gazette. 

(4) Any order made uilder the sub-sectlor, (1) mcy also be nctiEed 
by proclamation and a written or printed not:re theret f may be affixed at 
any p!:ce or places adapted 53s g:vicg information of the order to the persons 
~nbcnding'~ take part inthe p-I-formance so prohibited. 

4. Powsr to pro3:Fait objertIosnable performances temporarily.--(I) 
The Illstrict Magistra.te, if he is of opii?ion that any play, pantomilre or  
othcr drazm perfixmed or 3b3ut to be performed, beiilg of the rature specified 
in sectio;~ 2, is i kely to lead to a b:-:ach of the peace, by orcier stating tile 
groul~ds far ..uc'l opinion, 7:oil;b;t its p ~ r f c n n ~ a c e  : 

Provided tlllit the 1D:strict h4agist:af.e may revie:$ his order on an  
app1icnt:on made by the I>-rson or party afleetcd by such order. 

(2) Subject to a.ny order mcde by the court on appeal under section 10, 
an order under this ssctio:l s!lall remain in f~rc:: f o ~  two months from the  
making therecf : 

Providccl that the District Magistrztc, mey, if is of opirion that 
the order shou!d cor?.tir:ue in force, by s~ic11 fiirtker ~ r d e l  or orders as 
1% msy deem fil, exte:ld the p5riod aforesaid by such furtller pcricd or 
petaiods ast exceeding two months at a t i m e  as 11zay be specified in such 
order or orders. 

5. Service of order of pr5hibi:ion.--A c c r y  of the c rdei n zde uccicr 
se~tioil  8. sub-seciion (I),  or under sectio~: 4, s~!b-~tcticn (1) or ~ b b -  
section (2),  may b: servzd perscs:zally or In such cithe~ ~ze~;?sr as n;ay be 
pressribzd byrules nlede u*lder section 13, o r ~ t h ~ ,  c.rgan;zc~r ci eiEcr pri! c yal  
prrso:ls respo~srble for the co~:duct of or any person ?bout to  take part in, 
ihe p:rformatice so pro5ibited o i  on thz owzer or occup:er of the public 
place, in which SWII perfornance is iiltefided "c take place. 

4. Penalty for disobeying order.-Aay prrson 0.: v,l~om a copy of the 
order refcrred to in secdolz 3 or sectiol14 1s served a;d who does, or willingly 
permits, any a.ct in disobcd:erce of such crdcr, :lm~ll, OP sol vict'on, be 
pu ~ lshsd  with rmprisonmz::t h r  a term v:!ljch may extend to three moriths or  
with firle which msy exten? to onc thousand rupces, or with both. 

7. Penafity COT & ~ 0 5 z y i n ~  pralaibitio3.-(1) A*:y y-ie:.sc. r who c"L7r 
Ih: ~ ~ 3 1  n,xi?;l ~f R 1 o;be; u-dy.r sc~tioil  3, i~b-secii03 (3), or  during 
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the per'od whsn an order msLclc u-ller stcct'o~ 4 ,  sub-section ( I )  cr sub- 
 sect:^!; (2), is ia force, orgarnizes or is resyouz;b!e for the concluct of, or  
who with t':c howledge thet such ail order ucde: section 3 cr  sect'on 4 is in 
force takes part in, the perfcrmance prohibited thereby or any performance 
substantially the same as the perforrna~ce so prohb  rrd, shall, on convict:cl?, 
br! pun;shed with imprisorirnellt fcr a t e rn  which n;ay exterd to three 
mociths, or wit? fize whichrnayextcnd to one thou~asdrupees or wit11 bctk. 

(2) A:ly person wh3 being the owner or occupies, or having the use of 
any public place, opzl~s, keeps or uses the s a m  for any performance pro- 
hibited u n d s ~  session 3 or secticn 4, or p e r ~ i t s  tb.: same tc. be opened , kept 
or used for any ~ 3 c h  performance, shall on conviction, be punished witln 
imprisonment for a tern whicjl .nay c x t e ~ ~ d  io three months, or with fine 
which may extend t o  one thousand mpees, or with both. 

8. Power to call for fnForm;n$ia4ta,-(t) For the porpose of ascertaini~lg 
the chsra,ctcr of any lutendcd'play, ps~tomime or other drama, the State 
Government, or sucbcficer asthcy meyempower in this behalf, may, by order, 
reqlirc the olgz31:zzrs or other principal persons responsible for the c o r d ~ c t  
of, or other persons about to  take par: !n, szch play, pantomime or other 
drama or thf: author, proprietor or printer of the play, partom;n-.e c r  other 
drama a b u t  to b: pzi-formed, or the owner or occupier of the place in which 
It IS  ii~terldsd to br: performed, ta fu'srriiisil such informatior* ; .; ikc State 
Governmelit or ;ucii oficer may th:: k necessary, 

(7) E~.:ry person so required shall be bourd io furnisl~ ihe i-~formai:on 
to :he best 3f b*~,abillty w l t ~ i ~ a t j ~ e  time specified in  E L C ~  order a; d case of 
~ o i ~ t ~ ~ t v e l ' ~ ; o l a  ~ l i l l l  be deernzd to h&ve corn-iit~ed c:? cffelzce u~rder section 
176 of the 1[ndlao Pena! Code iCelttra.1 Act XLV of 1860) (45 of 1860). 

9. Faever to and for copy or ptrrport of drama, etc.- (1) If the State 
Gove.-,irn:ilt or the District Mzgistratz ilav: o r  has reawn to bel?eve tl-at sn 
obj~ct ionzt- l~ dramatic ~ei,si-rrr,ar,ce is abcut tc take place, the State Goverr- 
mect 01 the District Magistrafe, aq the case may be, may, by order, direct 
that :lo sucE drarr,atic~,erfc~r~r,a!?c- shall take p!ace in any public place within 
any area unless a copy the picc ., if any and s<, fslr as it is wrillrn, or  son e 
sufic;c:a account sf ~ t s  purport, jf and so far as it is in pantnmlrne, has been 
fiir:::s:~t.,d, i ~ o t  lnss t l ~ a i ~  ;sverl days before kne perfrlrmai~ce, to the State 
Governrne~~t or the D:c+r,ct Magis'rr.?l- afolt-sald. 

(2) A copy of arly older marfie ulider sub-~ei;iion (1) may be served 
0:; i ':c owi'c; \>r C C G U P ; ~ ~  of the pnX,c ;;lace 111 wltlch suci~ ::erh!rna:~ce is 
rntii:ded to take place, and if thereafter he dc es or willi1:gly pelmits, any act 
In disabcellence of sbIch order he s,:a,ll, 0'1 conv:ciiog, be punislled \.tit11 
impriso~n~ent  fi*r a t e :n  which xaj cxtelsd to three moilths, or with fin.: 
which may extend to one rhousand ru9ees, c r  with  both. 

10. Appeal to the Court of t5e Jadicial Commissloaer.-Any person 
2ggrie~cd by an order under section 3, sub-section (I), or under section 4, 
sub-sccrion (1) or sub-section (2), may, v.iiihi~: sixty days of the publication 
of ~ c r !  oi.Jer uodel ;ectio:l 3, sub-s:r-ct.ion (3), or, as t h e  case may be, within 
sixty day.; c-,f t:12 d s t m n  w33ch oil or ley u*ldcr scctjo:~ 4, sub-section (1) or 
sub-scr,t;:~il (2j, is m~de,  prefer an appeal to '-[tile Ja~dicial Cc:$l:lmissioaer, _ _  ... __ ._ _.._______-__-__-__.-_.I -- - ^ .__--...- 

1. See paragraph 8 of A.O. 1973. 



Himachal Pradesh], and upon suzil appsal , he may pass such orders as he 
deems fit confirming, varyiilg or reversing tl,e order appealed for, and may 
pass such consequ,-ntial or incidental orders as may be necessary. 

11. Saving of prosecations un~iler other laws.-Where no order under 
ssction 3 O i  section 4 :xis b:en made in respect sf  any pelformance, ncthirlg 
in this Act shall "or a prosecution under the Indian Penal Code (Central Act 
XLV of 1860) (45 of 1860) or any other law. 

12. Protection for acts done in good faith.--No svli, prosecution 
or 3t ' i : ;  pi~;:dliag s.ldil 3s  i i ~ ~ t l t ~ t s d  against any authority or officer 
for aaything whicil is iiz good faith done or intended to be done under this 
Act or a:ly rule thereunder. 

13. Power to make r e -  T,G S;aii: Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette, make rules* tc  carry out the purposes 
of this Act. 

(2) All rilles made by the State Gov:r:~ment under sub-section (I) 
shall, as soon as possible after they are made, be laid on the Table of the 
Legislativa Assembly of Himachal Pmdesh. 

14. Repeal sf Central Act XIX of 44575.-Tn: Dramatk Pa-formances 
Act, 1576 (Central Act XIX of 1876) in so far as it applies to 2[State] of 
Himachal Pradcsb, is hereby repealed. 

15. Savings.-The repeal of the Dramatic Performances Act, 1876, 
by section 14 shall not affect :- 

(a) the previous operation of the said Act or anything duly done or 
suffcred thereunder ; or 

(b) any right, privilege, obligation or  liabdity acquired, accured or 
incurred under the said Act; or 

(c) any penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in respect of any 
offence committed against the said Act; or 

(d)  any investigation, legal proceeding or remedy in respect of a1 p 
suclz right, privilege, obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture cr  
punishment as aforesaid; 

and any sucll i!lv;stig~tion, legal proceeding or remedy may be instituted 
continued or silforced n ~ l d  any sucn penalty, forfeiture or punishment may 
b: ~ q o s z d  a3 if th: said Act had not beearcpealed. - -- -- -- -- 

I .  The rules fca-ed vide Not. No. 1-8168-Home, dated the 5th Sept. 1972 (hppendedj 
2,  Subs. for "Union Territory" by A.O. 1973. 




