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THE HI'MACHAL PRADESH WATER SUPPLY ACT, 1968. 723 

(Act No. 8 of 1969)l 

[Received the assent of the President of India on tlae 24th March, 1969 and was 
published in R.H.P. Extra., daaed Bhe 1 It11 July, 1969, at p. 643-6491 

Amended, repealed or otherwise affected by- 

(i) A.Q. 1993, published in R.H.P. Extra., dated the 20th January, 1993, p .  
91-112. 

An Act to provide for the development, control and malzagement of the rvatet 
supply works in rural and urban arcas of Himachal Pradesh. 

BE it cnacfed by the Legislaaive Assembly of Himachal Pradesh in the 
Nineteenth Year of $he Republic of India as follows :- 

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-(1) This Act may be called the 
HimachaI Pradesh Water Supply AcB, 1968. 

(2) It extends t o  the whole of Himachal Pradesh. 
(3) It: shall come into force at once 

2. Definitions.-In Bhjs AcB, unless shere is anybhing repugnant in the 
subjcet or context,-- 

( i )  'Beneficiary' means, in respectr of any watier supply scheme, any local 
authority for the time being deriving, or which is to derive, benefit 
from such scheme; 

( i i )  'Consumer' means a person who takes water from a beneficiary 
to whom a water supply scheme may be entrusted or who takes water 
from a water supply scheme managed directly by the Government ; 

Exp2~nation.-Consumer does not include a beneficiary, 

( i i i )  'Co-operative society' lncans a society registered or deemed to be regis- 
tered under the provig,ions of the Himachal Pradesh Ca-operative 
Societies Act, 1956, (13 of 1956), or the Punjab Co-operative Societies 
Act, 1961, (25 of 1961) as in force in the areas added to Himachal 
Pradesh under section 5 of the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966, (31 
of 1966). 

(iv) 'Official Gazette' means the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh; 

( v )  'Governn~ent' or 'State Government' means the Government of 
Himachal Pr8.de.h ; 

(vi) 2['Gram Pa,nchay at', Pa,nch;l.yat Samiti' and 'Zila Pa,rishad' have the 
meanings respectively assigr.ed to these expressions in the Himachal 
Pfaclesh Panchayati Raj Act, 1968 ; (19 of 1970)l 

-- 
1. For Statement of Objects and Reas gs, see R.H.P. Extra., dated the 13th August, 1968, 

P. 822. 
2. Subs, 2 for the original cl. by A.O. 1973. 
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(v i i )  'Local authority' means a cn-nperative society, gram panchayat, 
panchayat satniti, zila parishart, municipal committee or any other 
authority entrusted by the Government with the development or 
conbcol or management of a water supply scheme ; 

(v i i i )  Municipal Committee ' and 'Notified Area Comm ttee' have the 
meanings respectively assignctl to these expressions in [the Himachal 
Prarlesh Municipal Act, 1968 (19 of 1968) ; 

( i x )  'Prescribed' means prescribed by rnles made under this Act; 

(x) 'Rural area' means the whole of the territories of Himachal Pradesh 
with the exclusion of Bhe urban a14ea; 

( x i )  'Scheclule' means schedule to this Act ; 

( x i i )  'Scheme'means a wa.ter supply scheme inisiabed under section 3 ; 

(x i i i )  'Urban area' means the downs specified in the schedule ; 

( x i t )  ' W ~ t e r  rate' mea.ns the charge for she time being levied o r  that may 
be levictl in future for water supplied to a consumer, by a water supply 
schemes mal~agcd direcbly by $he Government or by beneficiary to 
whom the scheme may be entrusted. 

3. Water Supply Scheme. -The Stlate Gavel-nment may, from time to 
time, initiate drinking water supply schcmes for the benefit of the public in 
rural and urban areas in Himachal Pradesh and may also maintain and 
i m p r ~ v e  the existing water supplies. 

4. Recovery of cost.-(I) The State Governnient shall, in the first instance, 
spend the entire amnunt on all the schcmes and on the impfovement of the 
existing water supplies in Himachal Pradesh and shall recover from the 
beneficiaries or consumers, as thc case may be, in the manner hereinafter 
provided .- 

(a) 25 per cent of the capital cost and interest thereon in respect of 
urban watcr supply sclz~mes ; 

(b) 124 per cent of the capital cost and the interest thereon in respect 
of rural water supply schemes. 

(2) The costof maintenance and replacement of water supply scheme 
shall also be recovered by the State Government from the beneficiafies or 
consumels, as the case may be, and in the manner hereinafter provided. 

(3) The rate of interost on the capital cost may be determined by the 
State Government fiLm ti,:lo to time. 

1. Subs. for the words "the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911 as in force lr  H'n ? ( I -a  
Pradesh" ibid. 1973. 



5. Levy of water rates -(I) The SeaBz Governrnene shall levy a watrzt rate 
from time to  time, to recover the capital cost, as specified in clauses (a) and (b) 
of sub-section ( I )  of section 4, and the cost of maintenance and replascments 
and interest thereon, and such water rate shall be payable by the consumer in 
whose name the connection is registered : 

provided that the water rate shall not exceed one rupee per thousand gallon 
of waler for domestic use and Bwo rupees per thousand gallons of water for 
commercial use : 

Provided fur$her Bhae the water rate in the case of pumped waaer supply may 
be double the water saBa mentioned in the first proviso. 

(2) The water rate shall be levied in consultation with a commiteel appoint- 
ed for this purpose by the State Government in the prescribed mif.nnes. 

(3) The recovery of thz watcr charges sliall be effected from the individuals 
on the basis of flat sate or on the basis of meter~d  connections. 

(4) The water rate levied shall, if not paid when due, b: rrcovered as 
if it were an arrcsr of land revenue. 

6. Handing over of water supply schemes.-(1) Where a local al~thority is 
prepared to take over and maintain any scheme as a beneficiary, the State Go- 
vernmel.1 shall hand over @he development, management o~ conbrol of such scheme 
to such local auBhority pr\ktrided ahat it tleposio; with the Go~er~~menB,  i8r share of 
capilal ctps8 and in8erest theseon payable under clauses (a) and (b) of' sub-section 
(1) of section 4, as the case may be, and cost of maintenance and replacement 
payable untler sub-seclion (2) of section 4, as worketi oul and due on the date of 
handing over : 

Provicled that the local authority may be allowed by the Government 
to pay the amount aforesaitl in such number of yearly instalments not exceeding 
twenty as the Government may deem proper and in such a case, the develop- 
ment, management or control of the scheme to the local aubhorihy shall no0 be 
handed over until such local auOhoriby gives an undertaking in writing to pay the 
amount by irlslalmenbs as allowed. 

(2) The local authority, which takes over a scheme under sub-section (1) 
of this section, shall fix water rate as it considers necessary and shall be 
responsible for the efficient management of such scheme. 

(3) The water rate that the local authority may fix shall, in no case, exceed 
the maximum as provided in the provisos t o  sub-section (1) of section 5. 

(4) The water rate levied by the State Government, if any, shallcease t o  have 
effect on the fixation of such rate by the local authority. 
- 

1 .  The Committee appointed vide Not. No .  5-14/69/P. W.-B, dated 17th October, 1975, 
published in R.H.P. Extra., date= 23rd October, 1975, P. 1507-1508, read with Not. 
of same No., dated 17th December, 1975, published in R.H.P.,  dated 27th Decemhre, 1975, 
P. 1709. 



7. General control by the State Government.-(I) A11 schemes taken over 
by beneficiaries under section 6 shall be subject to the general superintendence 
and control of the State Government and the working of the scheme shall be 
liable to periodical inspection by an agency of the State Government in the 
prescribed manner. 

(2) Should a beneficiary be incompetent to perform, or persistently make 
default in the performance of the duties imposed on i t  by or under this Act, 
or exceed or abuse its pawers, or fail or neglect to maintain the scheme in an 
efficient manner, the State Government may, by notification in which the reasons 
for so doing shall be stated, take back the development, management, or control 
of the scheme from the beneficiary : 

Provided that before the notification mentioned in sub-seetion (2) is made, 
the beneficiary shall be given a reasonable opportunity in the prescribed manner 
of showing cause against the action proposed to be taken. 

(3) When the dcvclopment, mnnagement and control is so taken back, 
the following consequences shall ensue :- 

(a) the development, management and control of the scheme shall, from 
the date of the notification, vest in the State Government; 

(b) the water rate levied by the beneficiary shall continue to be operative 
until substituted by a fresh water rate fixed by the State Government. 

(4) The State Government shall review the position, at such intervals as 
may be prescribed, but which shall not be less than one year, and may if it 
shall think fit, at any time, re-entrust the scheme to the beneficiary. 

8. Liability of consumer.-(1) Any consumer who has a water connection 
registered in his name shall be liable to pay a water rate to the beneficiary in 
case a scheme has been handed over to that beneficiary for development, 
management or control of a water supply scheme. 

(2) In case there is no beneficiary and a water supply scheme is managed 
by the State Government directly, the consumer shall be liable t o  pay the water 
rate to the State Govenment. 

9. Powers of State Government to modify the schedule.-The State Govern- 
ment shall have the power to add to, amend, vary or rescind the schedule. 

10. Offences under the Act.-(1) Whoever, without proper authority, and 
voluntarily, does any of following acts, that is to say :- 

(a) corrupts or fouls the water of any water supply scheme so as to render it 
less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily used; 



(b)  destroys, damages, alters, obstructs or injures, any dam, well, embank- 
ment, sluice, reservoir, pipe, tap, structure or other works constructed, 
maintained or controlled by the State Government, or by a beneficiary 
for purification, storage or supply of water under a water-supply schema; 

(c )  violates any ~ u l e  made under this Act, for breach whereof, a penalty may 
be incurred, shall be liable on conviction before a Magistrate of such 
class as the State Government directs in this behalf in the prescribed 
manner, to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupee? or to imprison- 
ment not exceeding one month, ar to bath. 

(2) Nothing herein contained shallprevent any person from being prose- 
cuted under any other law for any offence punishable under this Act, provided 
that no person shall be punished twice for the same offence. 

(3) Nothing herein contained shall prevent the State Government or the 
beneficiary, as the case may be, from recovering damages from the person who 
commits any of the acts mentioned in sub-section (1) of this section. 

11. Power to make rules.-(1) The State Government may make rules1 ibr 
carrying out the purposes af this Act. 

(2) In particluar and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
power, such rules may prescribe for,- 

(a) thz principles and conditions on which the scheme under section 3 shall 
be initiated; 

(b)  the time and manner of the recovery of capital cost under section 4;  
(c) appointment of a committee under section 5 ; 
(d )  matters required to be considered by the commitke appointed under 

section 5 for ensuring the efficient management by the beneficiary of 
water supply schemes under section 6; and 

(e)  any other matter which is to be, of may be, prescribed. 

(3) Every rule made, under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be after it 
is made, before the Legislative Assembly while it is in session for a total period 
of not less than fourteen days which may be comprised in one session or in 
two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session in which 
it is so laid or the sessions aforesaid, the Assembly makes any modification in 
the rule or decides that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have 
effec.t only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so, however, 
that any such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice t o  the 
validity of anything previsouly done under that rule. 

12. Rights of Municipal Committee.-The provisions of this Act shall not 
affect the rights of the Municipal Committees enjoyed by them under [the 
H.P. Municipal Act, 1968 (19 of 19&8)]2. -- 

1. The Rules framed vide Not. No. dated the ,repro. at P.,, 
2. Subs. for "Qe Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, as in force in Himachal Pradesh by 

A.O. 1973. 



13. Repeal and savings.-(1) The Himachal Pradesh Water Supply Act, 
1956, (15 of 1956) as in force in the areas comprised in Himachal Pradesh 
immediately before 1 st November, 1966, is hereby repealed. 

(2) Nolwilhstaading tEc repeal of the Act under sub-section (I), any thing 
done or any action taken, including any orders, notifications issued and rules 
made in exercise of the powers conferred by or under the said Act shall, to the 
extent of being consistent with the provisions of this Act, be deemed to have 
been done or taken in exercise of the corresponding powers conferred by or 
under this Act. 

MAHASU DISTRICT 

Theog, Rampur, Solan, Jubbal and Arlci. 

SIRMUR DISTRICT 

Nailan, Sarahan, Paslnt a Sahib Majrs, and Rajgarh. 

CHAMBA DISTRICT 

Chamba, Rharmour, Chowari, Tissa and Rhandal) 

MAN DI DISTRICT 

Mandi, Jugi nderazag~~r, Sarkaghat , Sundernagar and Karsog . 
BILASPUR DISTRICT 

New Bilkispus Township and Ghumarwin. 

KINNAUR DISTRICT 

Pea, Karcharr, Sangla, Kalpa, Pauri, Pangi and Kanam. 

KANGRA DISTRICT 

Kangra, Dharamsala, 13elnragopipur, Palampur, Baijnath, Una and Nurpur. 

SIMLA DISTRICT 

Sirnla, Kandaghat, Nalagarh, Dharampur and Kasauli. 

KULU DISTRICT 

Kulu, Manali, Banjar, Nirmand, Ani in Outer Seraj. 

LAHAUL AND SPIT1 

Keylong and ICaza. 
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ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 
sectioll~p : 

1. Short title and comlneacement. 
2. Amendment of section 5.  
3. Amendment of section 11. 

THE H I M A C W  PRADESW WATER SUPPLY (AMENDMENT) 
ACT, 1978 

(An No. 18 OF 1978)' 

(Rewived the assent of th\e Governor of Himachal Pradesh on the 26th .. . 

April, 1978 and was published in R.H.P. Extra., dated the 29th April, 
1978, p. 403). 

As Act to omend the Hin~aclza~ Pmdesit Water Supply Act, 1968 (Act No. 8 o 
1968), 

J 

BE it enacted by thc Legislative Assembly of HimachaI Pradcsh in the 
Twenty-ninth Year of the Republic oP India, as follows :- 

I. Short title mid c o m e n c e m e n t . ~ 1 ~  .This Act may be called thc . ' i  
Himnchal Pradesh Water Supply (Amendment) Act, 1978. I 

1 
(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force with eHect from the 

1st day of April, -1978. 

2. Amendrnent'of section 5.-In section 5 of the Himachal Pradesh 
,Water Supply Act, f 968 (hereinafter called the principal A?), the following 
amendments shall be made, namely :- 

, , 

(a) for the exjsting first proviso to sub-section (I), the following pro- 
viso shlI be substituted:- . . 

"P~ovided that the water rate- 

(i) in urban areas shall not exceed Rs: 1.20 rthousand galloas . 

cornmercjal use ; 
ti? of water for domestic use and Rs. 2 per ousand gallons for 

(ii) in rural areas shall not exceed Re. 1 per month per family, Sthc ' 

water is taken from public hydrants; and in case of private 
water taps shall be Rs. 3 for one tap and Re. 1 for each 
additional tap; 

(ill) in the areas declared as tribal areas, shall not exceed half 
of the water rate chargeabIe in ruraI areas, as the m e  may 
be :" 

(b) sub-section (2) shall be omitted; and 
(c) existing sub-sections (3) and (4) shall be renumbered as sub 

-- sections (2) and (3) respectively. - 
I. For statement of objects and Rcasons, scc R.H.P, Extra., dt. S1978,p. 384 
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3. Amendmeat of section 11.-In sub-section (2) of section 11 of the 
principal Act ,- 

(a) after the sign ';' occurring at the end of clause (b)  the word 'and' 
shaU be inserted; 

(b) clauses (c) and (d) shall be omitted; and 
(c )  exisling clause (e) shall be re-numbcred as clause (c). 

NOTUICA~ONS AND RULES 
UNDBR 

THE HIMACIUL PRADESH, WATER SUPPLY ACT, 1%8 

Levy of Water rates 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
NOTIFICATIONS 

Sliirnlu-2, Ifje 1st June, 1978 

No. PW B 11 (1) 3j78.-In excrciisz of the pokers vested in him vide 
sub-section (I) of section 5 of the Himachal Pradesh Water Supply Act, 
1968 (Act No. 8 of 1969). the Governor, Yimachal Pradesh is pleased to 
I ~ v y  the water rate on the folIowing scale wlth effect from the date of issue 
of this notification:- r 

( i )  First 1OOO gallons Re. 0.50 per thousad gallons. 
(ii) Next 1000 giUons Re. 0,80 per thousand gaUons. 
( l i i )  Subsequent per 1000 . Rs. 1.20 per thousand gilUons. 

gallons. 

(6) In  Rural A r m  : 

{i) Where water is supplied from public hydrants Re. 1.00 pet month 
- per f a y ;  
(ii) Where tbe water is supplied through private water taps Rs. 3.00 

for one tap and Rs. t .OO for e a ~ h  -additional tap. 

(E) .in Tribal Areas: 

HaZF of the water rate chargeable in ma1 or urban &as, as tho 
case pay  be+ 

R.H.P.. dt. 10.6-1978, p. 540. . , -- 
Sl1im~--l71002, tlre 19t!t/21sr October, I978 . . 

h'o:PWKIl(1) 3j7a-h exercise of the powers vested in him vide sub- 
section (1) ofsection 5 ofthe,HmachalPradesh Water SuppIy Act, 1968 (Act 
No. 8 of 1969), the Governor, Wachal  Pradesh is pleased to Ievy the water 
rates for commercial Gse at Rs. 2/- per thousand gallons in urban areas with 
hcdiate-effect .  

(lLR.P., dated 28-10-1978. P.12 13). 



'(.Received th: assznt of the Governor . of 1-iimachnl Psadesh on 
124-$983 and was published in RI-1P:Extm datedm20-4-1983 page 49 I )  

I 

BE it enacted by the Lcgislativc Assembly of Wimachaf Pradcsh i11 the 
Thirty-fourth I'car of the Rcpublic of India as follows:-- 

' 1. Short rifle, ~ X I C I I I  atrd contmcrrce~t~ct~t.-(I) Thi Act may be. called. the 
Hirnachal Pradcsh' War Awards (Amendmcm) Act, 1983. 

(31 It shall and shall alxvays bc dccmed to havc co~ne into force with 
effcct from the 15th day of August, 1982. 

2. Atnevdrni~tjf uf secfion 3.-In section 3.of the Hirnitchal Pradesh War 
Awards. Act,'h1972 .{9 .0f..'1972)- 

(i) . :for .the words "ouz hundrcd ; aud' Fifty" occurfing bin cluase (a), 
the words "three hundred:' shall he substituted; 

(ii)  for the words "onc hundred" occurring in clause (d), the words 
."two huudred? sha\L besubstituted ; and 

(iii) for rhwwords ."fifty'.' and "ten?'~~occurring:in +hc first proviso, the 
words "one hutldrzd" and "trwntg" : respectively shall be 
substituted. 

..TKE Hl3I:CHAL PRADESH> WATER SUPPLY {ARIENDMENT) 
ACT, 1983 

(Act No. 10 of 1983)l 

' ARRANGEMENT ~OF~SEC?IONS 

Scction.s : 

1. , Short!title,and comrncncement. 

2. Amendment 01:eetion 2. 

3. Ommission of section 3. 

-. 4. . Substitution-,ot;ssgtion 5. 

5.  Substitution of section 6. 

6 .  Amendment of sectiorl 1 1. -- ---- - 
I .  For staterncnt of Qhjccts-and. Reasons sce' IIXP Extra, Dared '19-3-1983, P341. 



(Received the assent of thc Governor of trin~achal Pradcsh on 
20-4-1983 and was published in R.1-J.P. Extra., 30th April, 1983, page 
509-5 10). 

AJI Act f~rrtl~cr ro atnerirl the Hi~tmchal Prodesl~ Water Supply Act, 1968 (AcI 
No. 8 of 1969). 

BE it cnacted by the Legislative Assembly of Himachal Pradcsh in the 
Thirty-fourth Year of the Republic OF India as fo1lorvs:-' , 

1. Sl~oi-f title clud co~r~ntertcetriet~i.-(1) This Act may be callcd the ' 
Himachal Pradcsh Water Supply (Amendment) Act, 1983. 

(2) It shall come into force at: once. 

2. ktptalniiterrt of s~ct ion 2.-For thc existing sub-c~ause (s iv )  of 
section 2 of the Himachal Pradesh Water Supply Act, 1968 (8 of 1969) 
(hereinaft~r wUcd the principal Act), the following clause'(xiv) shall be 
substituted, namely:-- 

"(.uir+) '~v$fer rate' means the charye Tor t l i z  time bcing Iwied by thc 
State Govcrsmenl under section 5 or by the local authority under 
sub-section (2) of section 6." ' 

3. Omntissiotr of seciiorr 4-Tbe existing scction 4 of the principal 
Act shall be omitted. 

4, Substitution of secfio~r ?-For rhc existing section 5 of the principal 
Act, the following new section 5, along with its hcading, shall be s~bstitutcd, 
nameIy :-- 

Lc5. Levy of wuter rates.-(I) Thc State Government shall levy a 
water rate for -watcr supplied to a consumer, by a water supply 
scheme managed ditzcriy by thc Government or by the bene- 
ficiary to whom the schemc may be entrusted, at such rates 
as nnlay be specified by the State Government. by notitication 
p~tblished in the Official Gazcttc, from timc to.time. 

(2) The recovery of the water charges shaU be cffectcd from the indivi, 
duals on the basis of flat rate or on the basis of metcrcd connect- 
ions. 

{3) The water rate Jc~icd - - shall, if not paid when due, be recovered as 
if it wire an nrrear of lnnd rcvcnue." 



5. ~rrbstirrrriori ~ fsec l ioh  6.-T?or tllc existing section 6 of thc principal 
I ~ c t ,  the Fdllowing new section 6, ;11ong wit11 itsheading, sbaI1 be substituted, 

namc1y:- 

**6. Hmrdhtg uwr rlrc water supply schome~.-(1) Whcn: a local 
authority is prepred to take over and lnaintinn any schcnle as 
a bcncficiary, the State Governmtnt shaI1 hand over thc dcveIop- 
mcnt, nlanagcnlent or controI of such s d ~ c m c  to such Ideal 
authority subject to such conditions as the Statc Government 
m y  decu lit to impose. 

(2) The local authority, ivl~icb takes OYGI- n scheme ur~dcr sub-section 
(1) of this scction, shaH fix water mtc as.it considers neccssars 
and shall hc responsible for the eficient management of such 
scbcmc. 

(3) The water ratc that the Iocal authority niay fix shall, in no case, 
exceed the water rate as may hc! specified by thc Statc Govcrn- 
rncnt undcr section 5. 

(4) The water ratc levied by the Starc Government, if any, shaU cease 
to Ilnvc cffcct on thc fixation of such ratc by the l a d  authority!' 

. . 
6. dni~t~dlrilnent of sectimr I 1.-In sub-sectiol~ (2) of section 1 I of thc 

principal Act,- 

(i) for clause (b) the following clauses (b] and (c) shall be substituted, 
namcly :- 
" ( b )  the guiding principles to bc followved in tbc fixation of water 

rate under scctioil 5; 
(u) tile conditions subject to which the watcr suppiy scheme 

is to he handed over to a Ioml authorityunder seclion 6 ;  
and"; and 

(2 )  thc existing clause (c )  shall be renumbered as clause ( d )  
- -  

NOTIFICATION 

THE RIMACHAL PRADESH WEEHTS AND lMEASURES ACT, 
1979 

Commencemcot of fhc Act 

(Authoritative English text of this Department Norification No. FDS. 
F (6)-15/81, dated 25th July, 1983, as required undcr clause (3)of Article 345 
ofrh'e.Constitution of India.) 
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