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THE MADEAS WlSBGIiTS AND MEASURES 

(ENFOIZC:ERTENT) ACT, 1958.. 

I Madras Act No. X-X of 1958. 

(Received i:le acsent of the Governor on the 
30th September 

. . . - 1  , ' 

An Act to provide for the enforcement of standard weights 
and measures and far matters connected therewith in the State 
of Madras ; 

WHEF,EAS, it is expedient t o  provide for the enforcement 
of standarJ weights and measures and for matters connecteci . - -  
therewith in the state of Madras ; - * 

- .: rs 



E.E it enacted i i ~  the Ninth year of the Republic o i  India 
, ,  -. , . .., 

as follows :- 

CHAPTER I 

1. Short title, extent and conunencement.--(1) This Act -nay 
be called the Madras Weights and k4easures (Enforcement) 
Act, 1958. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Madras. 

(3) It  shall come into force on such date as the Government 
may, by notification, appoint ; ~ n d  different dates may be 
appointed for different provisions of this Act or for different 

areas or for dieerent classes of undertakings or fbr diffezent 
classes of goods. 

2. 1)efinitious.-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
I quires,- 

(a) "commercial weight or measure" means a weight or 

measure purporting to k.e a standard weight or  measure 
used iri any transaction for trade, business or commerce ; 

(b) "Controller" means the Controller of Weights and 
Measure5 appointed under section 15 ; -.. ? ' * - ?  . t . C  . - 

% . - . .. . . .-, - 8  ' ;  - :* 

1 [(c) "Government" mmhbns the' Chief ~ o m ~ s s f o n e r ,  

Pondicherry ;] ; 

(d) "Inspector" means an Inspector of Weights and 
hqeasurec appointed under sectior. 15 ; 

. . - 
1. Subs. by the Pondicherry Weights an.d Measures (~ofokement) Order 1961- 
G.S.R. 1147 dated 7-9-1961, w.e.f. 7-9-1961. 

r ? 
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(e) ''measuring instrument" means any rpeasuring instru- 
ment other than a weighing instrument and includes any 
instrument for measuring length, area, volume or capacity ; 

(f)  "Mint" means the mint of the Centrzl Government 
either in Bombay or in Calcutta ; 

(g )  "reference standards" means the sets of standard 
weights and measures supplied to the Government by the 
Central Government in pursnznce of sub-section (2) of sec- 
tion 15 of the Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1956 
(Central Act 89 of 1956); 

(h) "stamping" means merking in such manner as to be 
so far as practicable, indelible and includes casting, engraving, 
etching and branding ; 

[(kh) "sealed package or container" means a closed packet, 
bottle, casket, tin barrel, case, receptacle, bag, sack, wrapper 
or other things in which any article is placed or packed and 
which is intended to be sold with its contents, without any 
weighment or measurement of such contents at the time of 
sale ;] ; 

(i) "standard weight or measure" means any unit of mass 
or measure referred to in sub-section (1) of section 13 of the 
Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1956 (Central Act 
89 of 1956), and includes any other weight or measure per- 
mitted to be used by the Central Government in pursuance 
of sub-section (1) of section 14 of the said Act ; 

i. Ins. by Act 6 of 19~;5, section 3, w.e.f. 14--4-1965. 

-378 
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, - ~. - ,  

(j) "verification" with its grammatical variations used 
with reference to 3 weight or measure or weighing or measur- 
ing instrument, includes the process of comparing, checking 
or testing such weight or measure iJr weighing or measuring 
instrument and also includes re-verificztion ; 

(k) "weighing instrument"' means any instrument for 
weighing and includes scales with the weights belonging 
thereto, scale-beams, balances, spring balances, steel yards 
and other weighing machines; 

1[(1) "use in transaction for trade or cornmeroe" meam 
use for the purpose of determining or declaring the quantity 
of anything in terms of keisurement of length,'area, volume, 
capacity or weight in or in connection with- 

(i) zny contract, whether by way of sale, purchase, ex- 
change or otherwise ; or 

(ii) any assessment of royalty, toll, duty or other dues ; or 

(iii) the assessment of any work done or services rendered, 
otherwise than in relation to research or scientific studies or 
individusl households lor household purposes.]. 

CHAPTER TI. ' 

- . .'. f . .  STANUARD WJ3iGHTS AND::MIi+SURES : , 
* - 

3. Working standards.-?[(l) For the purpose of verifying 
the cory,ectness of commercial weights and measures and weigh- 
ing and measuring instruments used in transactions for trade, - - 

1. Ins. by Act 6 of 196% section3;w.e.f. 14-4-1965. 
c .  

2. Subs. by Act 2 &'19$4, iecfi66 4, w.6.f. 252-1964. 
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business 01; commerce, tile korernment may cause to 'be pre- 
' pared as many sets as they may deem necwsary of authenticated 

standard weig1:ts and measures to be called the w o r k i ~ g  
standards.] 

(2) Tk.e uw~king standards shall be made gf such materia! 
a;ld according tc.  s ~ ~ h  designs and specifications and shall be 
prepared by such agency and shall be stamped and authenti- 

. ccted by such person or authority and in such manner as may 
t.e prescribed. 

(3) The wo- king standards shall be kept at such places, in 
such custody an-; in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(4) A worki ~g standard shall be verified with the secondary 
slandard prepared under sub-section (1) of section 4 and marked 

by such persons, at such places, at such intervals and in such 
n~anner as may Le prescribed. 

I[******! 

(5) A working standard which is not so verified and marked 
at the prescribe6 inten7als shall not be deemed legal or be used 
:,)r the purposes of this Act. 

(6) A worklng standard which has become defective shall 
n3t be deemed lagal or be used for the purposes of this Act, 
until it has been verified and marked in the prescribed manner. 

4. Secandirp-d5ndards.;(1> ,)~r-the?~ur+t?.of verifying 
the correctness cf the working standards, the Government may 
cause to be prei-iared at the Mint as many sets as they may 
deem necessary c.f authenticated standard weights and meazures 
to be called the secondary standards. 

1. Proviso omitted by Act 2 of 1964, section 4, w e.f. 25-2-1964, . 



, ' (2) The secondary standards s w l  be - made of such 

material and, aairord'mg to such designs and specifications as 
h a y  be prescribed and shall be stamped and authenticated by 

such persons or authority and in such manner as may be 

(3) The secondary standards shall be kept at such places, 

in such custody and in such manner as may be prescribed. 

(4) A secondary standard shall be verified with the 

reference standard at least once in every p e o d  of five years 
and shall be marked with the date af verification- by such 

person or authority and in siuch manner as may be prescribed. 

(5) A secondary standard which is not so verified and 

marked at the prescribed intervals shall not be deemed legal or 
be used for the purposes of this Act. 

5. Reference standards.- he reference standards shall be 

kept at such places, in such custody and in such manner as may 
be prescribed. 

6. Standard weighing and measuring instruments.-(1) For 

the purpose of verifying the correctness of commercial weights 

and measures and of weighing and measliring inst&ments used 
in transactions for trade, business or commerce, the Govern- 

1 ment may cause to be preparedas mapxA sets i f  y&$$g q d  
1 measuring -btrunients as they may deem necessary. . - vi 

(2) Such instruments shall be of such kind, kept in such 

number and shall be verified and stamped in nuch manner as 

may be prescribed. 

(3) Such instruments shall be kept at all places where 
b 

[ secondary standards or workhg stagdarc5:afe;-kept,, 7 - -- 
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7. Prohibition of use of weights and measures other than 
standard weights and measul.es.- 1 [(I) Notwithstanding any- 
thing contained in any other law or any custom, usage or 
practice, no unit of mass or measure other than the standard 
weights or measures shall 'be used in any transaction for trade 
or commerce in any area or class of goods or undertakings in 
respect of which this Act has &me into force or be kept in any 
premises where such transactions are usually conducted.] 

(2) Any custom, usage, practice or method of whatever 
nature which permits any trader, seller or buyer to demand, 
receive or cause to be demanded or received any quantity of 
any article in excess of, or less than the quantity fixed by the 
weight or measure with reference to which the dealing was 
had or contract made in respect of the said article, shall be void. 

(3) Any transaction, dealing or contract in any area in 

which, and in relation to any class-of undertakings or to any 
class of goods in respect of which, this section has come into 
force shall,-if made or had after the expiry of three months 
from such commencement, be void in so far as  it contravenes 
the provisions of sub-section (1). 

8. Power to prescribe the use of weights only, or measures 
only, in certain cases.-(1) Notwithstanding anything contained 
in this Act, the Government may, by notification, direct that in 
+spec&d 'trade or P l h  of .%fades; no transaction;-dealing o'r 
contract shall be made & had except by weight only, or except 
by meamre only. 

(2) A notification is.med under sub-section (1) shall take 
effect in such area, with effect on and from such date, and sub- 

o such conditions, ., , - if ,any, as may be. specified therein. 

I 
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VERIFICATION AND STAMPING OF WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES.. 

9. Marking of denominations on commercial weights and 
measures.-Every weight or measure manufactured for use as 
a commercial weight or measure shall be made of such material 
and according to such designs and specifications as may be 
prescribed and shall bear the description of the weight or 
measure it purports to be, mzrked legibly on it in such 
manner as may be prescribed. 

10. Prohibition of sale of unstamped cowmercial weights 
and measures.,-KO commercial weight or measure or weighing 
or measuring instrument shall be sold or delivered unless it has 
been verified or re-verified in accordance with the rules made 

. under this Act and stamped in the prescribed manner by an 
Inspector, with the stamp of verification. 

11. Prohibition of use of unstamped commercial weights 
or measures.--No weight or measure or weighing or measuring 
instrument shall be used in any transaction for trade, business 

or commerce unless it has been verified or re-verified in 
accordance wjth the rules made wider this Act and stamped in 
the prescrlted manner ty &n Inspector, with a stamp of verifi- 
cation. 

i t :  - - - -  .-. . - -  

12. Power of Government to exempt.-Where the size of a 
commercial weight or measure renders it impracticable to have 
any denomination marked on it under the provisions of section 9 

or to be stamped under the provisions of section 10 or section 11, 
the Government may, by notification, exempt such weight or 



13. Prohibition oE m;mufqcture, etc., af weights ant1 " - . i  

measures, without licence.-No person shall, in the course of 
t t  ' r ' t -  - 

traCe, husiherii or Eorn$erc& -kanufictuie, repair or sell zny 
aommercial weight or measu$ or any weighing or measuring 
instrument, unless he has obtained in the prescribed manner a 
; ide~ce in this behalf from the Government or any officer 
autfioriszd by them. 

14. Xarking of weights or measures in sealed containers.- 
No 2erson shall sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, or have in 

his possession for sale, any article contained in a sealed package 
or c~ntainer  unless such package or container bears thereon or 
on a label securely attached thereto, a description of the net 
weight cr  ?masure of the article contained therein: 

(il any sealed package or container- 

* 

(a) of net weight of less than one hundred and twenty 
graniines, if the sealed package or container contains 
bisc~its,  ccjnfectionery or sli-eets ; and I 

(5) of net weight of iess than sixty grammes, if the I I 
sealed package or container contains any other foodstuffs ; 

. * - ,- 3-  -:<fn',,,+ ?%t  :,:.?:-xp;q 7 , > - %  --;?, *? . - - - ,. 

other articles sold, offered for sale, exposed for 
.sa:e, or in possession I'or sale which is not ordinarily sold in  
transaction for trade or commerce by weight or measure:] I I 

1. Subs. by 4 c t  6 of -1965, section 4, w.e.f. 14 -. 4-1963. 
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[Pro@dedi f :,:theqx that the State Governmclr?t ,may, if it i~ 
, A *  ' . "  - : - - -  

satisfied that,the % a ;ize --. of be ahy =lass. . :  of sueh packagis ,or cgntainer 
renders it impracticable to comply.- with the provisions of the 
section by notification in the Official Gazette, exempt such'clsss 
from the operat:on of this section.]. 

- 
2[14h'~rohibit i~n of quoting price, or expressing quantity 

of any article ptherwise than in terms of standard weight or 

measure.-Yo person shall, in, m y  transaction for trade or 
commerce, quote t h e  price or express the quantity of any article 
otherwise than in terms of the standard weight or measure.]. 

15. Appointment of Controller, Assistant Controllers and 
inspectors.-(1) The Government may appoint a Contrpller of 
IVeigLsts and Measures for the State of Madras ' and as many 
Assistant Controllers and Inspectors of Weights and Measures 
as may be necessary for exercising the powers and discharging 
ihe duties conferred or imposed on thein by or under this Act. 

(2) The Government may, by-. general or special order. 

define the local limits within which each Assistant Controller 
or Inspector shall exercise the powers and discharge the duties 
conferred or imposed on Assistznt Controllers of Weights and 
Measures or on Inspectors t-y or under this Act. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act, all Assistant 
Co-ntrolle_rs ' of -weighis and* ~ e a ~ u r e s  -and fnsFctors shall per- , .. _ _ -  , = ^ i i _  - . . . -. =‘A*. 2 . . - .  $7 - j  .: 9 - .  .% d a d + -  '3,-. , f r y  

form their functions under the general superintendence A , Z  - and 
aontrol of the Controller of Weights and Measures; and the 
Controller of Weights and Measures and the Assistant Con- 
trollers of Weights and Measures may, in addition to the 
.--- - - - -- - - - - - - -- 

1. Ins. by Act 7 of 1964, section 6, w.e.f. 25-2-1964. 
2. Ins. by Act 6 of 1965. section 5. w.e f.+l4-4-1965. ' " 



powers and duties conferred or imposed on them by or uhder ,. " 

this Act, exercise' any power or discharge duty so con- 

ferred or. imposed on ~kspectors. 

16. Verification and stamping by Inspectors.-(1) Every 
Inspector shall, for the purpose of verification of weights and 
measures and weighing and measuring instruments, attend at 
such place within his jurisdiction and at such time as may be 
appointed in this behalf by the Controller. 

(2) The Ir?spector shail verify every weight or measure 
or weighing or measuring instrument which is brought to him 
for the purpose of verification and if he finds such weight 
or measure 01- weighing or measuring instrument to be correct 
and in conformity with tlie Standards of Weights and Measures 
Act, 1956 (Central Act € 3  of 19:6), and the rules made there- 
under, he shall stamp the same with a stamp of verification in 
the prescribed manner. 

17. Power to inspect, etc.-(1) An Inspeeior may, within the 
area under his jurisdiction, - inspect at all reasonable times, the 
weights, measures, and weighing and measuring instruments 
which are used in transactions for trade, business or commerce 
n r  are in the possession of any person or are on any premises 
for such use and may verify every such weight or measure or 
v.reighing or measuring instrument with a secondary or working 
standard or weighing or ring instrument prescribed for .. - . - -  - I 

the purpose. - 
(2) For the purpose of verifying the correctness of any 

weight or measure used in any transaction, an Inspector may 
also verify the weight or rneasure of any article sold or delivered 
in the course of the transaction. 



(3) An Inspector may, at all reasonable times, require any 
trader or any employee or agent of a trader to produce before 
him for inspection all weights, measures, weighing and measur- 
ing instruments which are used by him or are in his possession 
or are kept on any premises used for trade and all documents 
and records relating Il~ereto and such trader, employee or agent 
shall comply with such requisition. 

(4) An inspector may seize and detain any weight or 
measure or weighing or measuring instrument regarding which 
an offehce under this Act appears to  have been committed or 

which appears to have k e n  or w.hich might be used in the com- 
nlission of such an offence, and may also seize and detain any 
articles sold or delivered or caused to be sold or delivered by 
rneans of such weight or measure or weighing or measuring 
instrument together with any documents or records relating 

thereto. 

(5) Where an Inspector has reason to believe that a sealed 
package or container does not actually contain the net weight 
or measure of the a~ticle M-hich it purports to contain, the 
lnspector may break open the sealed package or container and 
verify its contents ; and if, on such verification,- 

(a) the net weight or measure of the article is found to be 
correct, the Inspector shall reseal the package or container 
where it is possible so to do without injury to the contents 

. thereof and attach a certificate thereto stating the correct " weight or measure of the article, or 

(b) the net weight or measure of the article is found to 

be incorrect, the Inspector may seize and detain the package 
or ca&ainer and the article contained therein. 



- (6) For the purpose of sltch inspection,-an Inspector may, 
at all reasonable' tinies, enter into any place' where weights,- 
measures,' or weighing or measuring instruments are used 'or ! 
kept for use in transactions for trade, business or commerce and 
inspect such weights and measures and weighing and measuring 

I 

instruments. 1 
I 

18. Power of Inspector to adjust weights or rr.easures.- ! 
! 

IVhere it appears to the Government that it is desirable that an 
Inspector should be allowed in any area to adjust the weights 
or measures or weighing or measuring instruments, they may, 

if they think fit. auihorise swh  Inspector to adjust such weights, 
measures or such instruments accordingly. 

19. iUitaufac:urers efc., to maintain recocdr and docu. 
menls.-(1) Every manufacturer, repairer or dealer in weights 
and measures or werghing or measuring instruments, and every 
person using them in tri nsactions for trade, business or com- 
merce shall maintain such books, records and accounts as may ! 
be prescribed and if required so to do by an Inspector shall I 

produce such books, reco~ds and accounts before h im 

1 
(2) !\Totulithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1) i 

if t h ~  Government are ,)f opinion that having regard to the i I 

nature of business carri?d on by any such manufacturer, 
, 
! 

repairereor de~ller, it is n~cessar;~ so to do, they may, by order j 

exempt such ~ e r s o n  or class cr from the operation of 
that sub-e-sczction; - - - - = . . I  . I - - - .  + .i 

20. Appeals.-(1) Acy person aggrieved by any decisio-n 
under this Act may, within sixty days from the date on which 
such decision is commui~icated to him, appeal against the 
ciecision- 

3wr: 



(i) where the decision has been - y c l e  by ) . a ,  sn Inspector, h 
- .  

the Controller ; 

(ii) where the decision has been made by the Controller, 
"4 not being a decision made in appeal under clruse (i), to the 
% 
T Government or any officer specially authorised in this behalf 

by them. 

(2) The Government or the appellate officer referred to in 
sub-section (1) may admit an appeal pr5sented after the expira- 
tion of the said period of sixty days ~f they are, or he is, satisfied 
that the appellant had sufficient caw? for not presenting it 
within the said period. 

(3) On receipt of an appeal under sub-section (I), the 
Government or  the appellate officer shall, after 'giving the 
appellant a reasonable opportunity of beinh heardi and after - .  
making such enquiry as they deem or lie d e b s  fit, decide' the 
appeal and the decision of the G o ~ e r ~ m e n t  or the appellate 
offcer shall be final. 

21. Levy of fees.-The Governmelt may charge such fees 
as may be prescribed- i 

(a) for- the grant of licences under sectioh 13,'+ fop %he 
manufacture, repair-or sale of commercial weights; ih8adures 
or weighing or measuring instruments, and 

(b) for the verification, marking, stamping and adjust- 
ment of commercial- weights, measures, or weighing or 
measurlng instruments. . - ,- . . 9 :., 

*,a* 389 



22. ~ n i i d i t ~  of weights and measures duiy stamped.-A 
weight or measure or weighing or measuring instr'uments, duly 
stamped by an Inspector under sub-section (2) of section 16 
shall, in the area in which that section and this section have 
come into force, tie a legal weight, measure or weighing or 
measuring instrument in relation to any class of undertakings 
or to any class of goods in respect of which the said sections 
have come into force unless it is found to be false or defective 

and shall not be liable to be restamped by reasons merely of 
the fact that it is used in any place other than that in which it 
was originally stamped. 

CHAPTER IV 

PENALTIES 

33. Penalty for sale or delivery by weight or measure other 
than standard weight or measure.-Whoever, after the expiry of 
three months from the commencement of this section, sells or 
causes to be soid or deiivers or causes to be delivered 
in the course of any transaction for trade, business or 
commerce any article by any denomination of weight or 
measure other than that of the standard weight or measure 
' [or whoever after the commencement of the Weights and 
Measures Enforceinent (dmcndment) Act, 1963, keeps any unit 
of mass or measure other than the standard weigh+ or measures 
in any premises where such transactions are usually conducted] 
shall be punishable, for a first offence with fine which may 
extend to five hundred rupees, and for a second or subsequent 
cffence, with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
three months, or with fine, or with both. 

1. Im. by Act 2 of 1964, section 7, w.e.f. 25-2-1964. 



24. Penalty for sale' kf ?-nstakped c6mxnercial &e?ghtght; and 

measure;.-mckver sells ( r delivers any commercial weight or 
< * 

measure or any weighing or measuring instrument which has 
not been verif'ed or re-verified or stamped in accordance with 

the provisions of this, Act and the rul?~,made thereunder shall 
be punishablej i th fine which zAay extend to five hundred 

rupees. 

25. Penalty f 3r use of unstam;, rc:,:aercial weights and 

measures.-Whoever uses in any tr* ;on for trade, business 
or commerce, or has in his posses . 1 *or such use any corn- 

mercial weight or measure or acy weighing or measuring 

instrument which has no1 bc . ? verified Jr re-verified or stamp- 

ed in accordance with thp pr,~~;, df ;his Act and the r d e s  

made thereunder shall be punishable for iirst offence, with 

fine which may extend to five Buildr . ,,.pees, and, for a second 

or subsequent offence, witH impaisonment for a term which may 

extend to three rncmths or with fine df'w>th both. , 
L 

* 9dt 
Explanation 1.-If any such weiq$t or measure or veighing 

,is 
or measuring instrument is found in,the,&ss&ion of any trader 

or any employee or agent of such . t r a q ~ ,  SI+@ trader, employee 
or agent shall be presumed, until th,sr2bTura?y is proved, to 

have had it, in his possession for u s e , ~ n f i ~ s q t i o f l s  , 
a 

for trade, 
- .- -_.. / _. ' * r ' 

businas or c o x m p ~ :  . > .. .r ymzF - - c - .  + I - c t .  . 

Explanation 2.-~%ere any offence under this section is 

committed by any employee or agent of a trader on behalf of 
such a trader, such trader shall, unless he prclves that the 

offence was committed by his employee or agent without - his 
- \, . - 

knowledge or corkenti 2.0 & ' d d & d  to be of offence. 



26. i ,. Pepalty for manufacture of weights, etc., without 
i r ..' 

licence.-If A. . any person manufactures, repairs, or - sells any - - 
commercial weight or measure or weighing or measuring , 
instrument, without obtaining a licence as required by sec- 
tion 13, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three months, or with fine or with both. 

27. Penalty for use of weight or measure in contravention 
of section 8.-Whoever contravenes any ob the provisions of a 
notification issued under section 8 shall be punishable with fine 
which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

28. Penalty for failure to mark weight or measure on sealed 
containers.-Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 14 
shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred 
rupees. 

I 
1 128-A. Penalty for quoting prices or expressing quantities 

atherwise than in terms of standard weight or measure in 
contravention of section 14-A;--Whoever contravenes the pro- 
~Kions  of section 14-A, shall be punishable with fine which may 

extend to two thousand rupees.] 

29. Penalty for fraudulent use of weights, measures, etc.- 
Whoever fraud$ently uses any standard weight or measure or 
weighing or rneasu+g instrument whiih he knows to be false 
shall be P&ible with imprisonment for a t- which may 

" extendtoozleye&.rorwithfine,orwith%@%. -'- i . - , I ,  

30. Penalty for being in possession of false weight or 
measure, etc.-Whoever is *in possession of any commercial 
weight or measure or weighing or measuring instrument which 



&e knbws to- be* fake, 'htending that the same hay be -fraudu- 
1kntl3 used, sh'afl be punishable with iijilpirisonme'nt for a term 

- which may-extend to one year, 03 with fine or with both. 
. .- 

31. Penalty for making or selling false weight or measure, 

I[ etc.-Whoever makes, sells or disposes of or causes to be made, 
sold or disposed of any standard weight or measure or weighing 
or measuring instrument which he knows to be false, in order 
that the same may be used as true, or knowing that the same 
is likely to be used as true, shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine or 
with both: 

'[32. Penalty for delivering or receiving any quantity of 
article less than or in excess of the quantity fixed by the 
weight or measure in the contract.-Whoever- 

. ' 

(i) in selling any article by weight or measure delivers 
or causes to be delivered to the purchaser any quantity of 
that article less than, or - .  

. - 
(ii) in buying any article by weight or measure demands 

or receives or causes to be demanded or received from the 

I 
vendor any quantity of that article in excess of, . . 

the quantity fixed by. the- we@$ OK measu,re ,byW,w_&& the con- 
tract or dealing in respect of that article has been made, shall 
ge! puriishable 'with- fine 7whikh map 'extend - to  five hundred 

I - 
rupees.]. 

I 33. Penalty for forging, etc., of weights, measures, etc.- 

I (1) Whoever forges or counterfeits any stamp used under this 
) 1 -  " , -  - rz:. ' 

A d  for th= stainping- oi .&+' s&nd&di-weight or ' &easure --..- 3 + .  . or 
-. 

1 .  Subs. by Act 6 of 1965, section 7, w.e.f. 144-1965. 



: bei%'hing crr measuring instrumeht 6r possesses a* such for@ 
or counterfeits stamp, or removes a stamp from any standard 
weight or measure or weighing or measuring- instrument and 
inserts the same into another weight or measure or weighing or 
measuring instrument or wilfully increases or diminishes a 

weight or measure so stamped, shall be punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend to one year, or with fine, 
or with both. 

(2) Whoever knowingly uses, sells, disposes of or exposes 
for sale any weight or measure or weighing or measuring instru- 
ment with such forged or counterfeit stamp thereon, or a 
weight or a measure so increased or diminished shall be puni- 

. shable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to six 
months or with fine, or with both. 

34. Penalty for neglect or refusal to produce weight or 
measure, eie., for inspection.-Whoever- 

(a) refuses or neglects to produce for inspection under 
section 17, any weight or measure or weighing or measuring 
instrument or any document or record relating thereto in his 
possession or on his premises, or i 

1 
(b) refuses to permit an Inspector to inspect and verify 

any such weight, measure, Bstrument, document or record, or 
-- - - 

> _  - a .'- 

(c) obstructs the entry of an Inspector under section 17, or 

(d) otherwise obstructs or hinders an Inspector in the 
performance of his duties under this Act, 

shall be punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred 
: ( 

rupees. 

. -3!M . ii.. 



35. Penalty for breach of duly by inspector.--I£ an inspector 
knowingly stamps a weight or measure or weighing or measuring 
instrument in contravention of the provisions of this Act or of 
the rules made thereunder, he shsll be punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine 
or with both. 

CHAPTER V 

MISCELLANEOUS 

36. Protection of action taken in good faith.-No suit, prose- 
cution or other legal proceeding shall lie against the Controller 
of Weights and Measures or any Assistant Controller of Weights 
and Measures or any Inspector or any other person appointed 
under this Act in respect of anything which is in good faith done 
or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or the rules 
made thereunder. 

37. Controller, Assistant Controller, or Inspector to be 
public servant.-The Controller, every Assistant Controller or 
Inspector appointed under this Act shall be deemed to be a 
pub!ic servant within the meaning of section 21 of the India? 
Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860). 

[37-A. Composition of offences.-(1) Any offence punishable 
under section 23, section 24, section 25, section 27, section 28, 

' .,I - '  

section 32 or section 34 other than a second or a subsequent 
offence under section 23 or section 25 may, either before or 
after the institution of prosecution, be compounded by the 

State Government on payment of such sum as the State Govern- 
ment thinks fit. -- 

1. Ins. by Act 2 of 1964, section 8, w.e.f. 25-2-1964. 



(2) On payment by the offender of such sum, the offender 
~f in custody, shall be set at  liberty and i f  any proceedings in 
any criminal court have been instituted against the offender 
in respect of the offence, the composition shall be deemed to 
amount to an acquittal and no further criminal proceedings 
shall be taken against him in respect of such offence.]. 

38. Cognizance of offences, etc.-(1) No court shall take 
cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act except upon 
complaint in writing made by the Controller of Weights and 
Measures or any officer authorised in this behalf by the said 
Controller by general or special order. 

l[(2) No court other than a court specially empowered in 
this behalf by tke Chief Commissioner shall t ry  any offence 
punishable under this Act.]. 

39. Stamped weights, etc., l o  be presumed to be correct.- 

A weight or measure or weighing or measuring instrument duly 
stamped under the provisions of this Act and the Rules made 
thereunder shall, if it is produced in any court by any Inspector 
having charge thereof or by any person acting under the general 
or special authozity of the Controller of Weights and ~ e a s u r e s ,  
be presumed to be correct, until its inaccuracy is proved. 

40. Offences by companies.-(1) If the person committing I 
an offence under this ny rule made thereunder is a 

2 1 %  - , : : 2 3  - - 
company, every perso tlie t imi  the-offerice'wai cdm- - r. 

' rniGdd, was in charge of, and was responsible to the company 
for the conduct of the business of the company, as well as the 
company, shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall 
be liable to be proceeded against and punished accordingly : I 

nt) Order, 1961- 
. . 



Provided that nothing contained in this sub-section shall 
render any such person liable to punishment, if  he proves that 
the offence was committed without his knowledge or' that he 
exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such 
offence. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (I), 
where an offence under this Act has been committed by a 

company and it is proved that the offence has been committed 
with the consent or connivance of, or is attributable to any 
neglect on the part of, any director, manager, secretary or other 
officer, such director, manager, secretary or ot5er officer shal! 
also be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable 
to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.- 

Explanation.-For the purposes of this section- 

(a) "company" means any body corporate and includes a 
firm or other association of individuals ; and 

(b) "director", in relation to a firm, mezns a partner in 
the firm. 

41. Delegation of powers.-The Goverrunei?t may, by nuti- 
Ecation, direct that any power exercisable by them under this 
-4ct or the rules made thereunder shall, in relation to such 
matters and subject to such conditions, as may be specified in 
such notification, be exercisable also by such officer or authority 
subordinate to the Gooernnlent as may be -spq5$ed in. the 

" notification. 
- - -  

42. Limits of error to be tolerated in weights and 
measures.-Subject to any rules that may be made under the 
Standards of Weights and Measures Act, 1956 (Central Act 89 

of 1956), in this behalf, the Government may prescribe the 
limits of error which may be tolerated- . ; ..': .- 



(a) in working standards referred to in section 3 ; 

(b) in secondary standards referred to in section 4 ; 

(c) in commercial weights and measures or in selling 
articles by weight or measure generally or as regards any 
trade or class of trades ; and 

(d) in weighing and measuring instruments. 

43. Power to make rules.-(1) The Government may, by 

notification, make rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing power, such rules may provide for all or any 
of the followiag matters: namely,- 

(a) the form and manner in which, and the conditions 
subject to which, licences may be granted under section 13 ; 

(b) the qualifications, functions and duties generally of 
Inspectors under this Act ; 

(c) verification and stamping of weights and measures 

and weighing and measuring instruments and the period 
within which they are to be re-verified ; 

(dl inspection of weights and measures and weighing and 
measuring instruments used in transactions for trade, busi- 
ness or commerce ; 

(e) the seizure, disposal and destruction of weights and 
measures which are not authorized by this Act ; 

( f )  the form and manner in which appeals may be pre- 
ferred against decisions of Inspectors and the grocedyre for 
hearin6 appeals ; 



(g) ar~y other matter uhich has to be, or may be, 

(3) In making any rule under this Act, the Government 
may provide that  a breach thereof shall be punishable with 
fine which may extend to five hundred rupees. 

2[43-A. Saving.-Nothing in this Act shall apply to weights 
PI measures or weighing or measuring instruments used by or 
in any unit or establishment of the Armed Force6 of the Union.]. 

--- -----. 
I .  Omitted by the Pondicherry Weights and Measures (Elfor-mtnt) Order, 

1961-G.S.R. 1147 dated 7-9-1961, section 2, w.e.f. 7-9-1961. 

2 Ins. by Act 2 of 1961, section 9, w.e.f. 25-2-1964. 

3. Section 44 omitted by the Pondicherry Weights and Measures i~i~forcement) 
Order 1961-4.S.R. 1147, dated 7-9-1961, ~%tio.tiun 2 w.e.f. 7-9--1%1. 




