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THE PONDICHERRY 

(ADMINISTRATION) ACT, I962 
(Act 49 of 1962) 

(5th December, 1962) 

.4n -4ct to provide for the administration o f  Pr:ndiclzerry and for 

~natters connected therewith. 

BE it enacted by Parliament in the Thirteenth Year of the 
Republic of India as follows :- 

1 .  S h r t  title, extent and commencement.-(I) This Act may 

be. calIed the Pondicheny 4Administration) Act, 1962. 

(2)  Jt extends to the whole of Pondicherry. 

(3)  It shall be deemed to have come into force on the 
lGth day of -4ugust, 1962. 



2. uelrrtzlions.--ln tnls Act, unless the context other\vise 

requires.- 

(a) "=lclministrator" means the Adn~inistrator of 

ponclicherry appointed by the President under Article 239 of 

the Constitution ; 

(bi "appointed day" xneans the 16th day of August. 1962. 

5ei11g the date of entry into force of the Treaty of Cession ; 

(c) ' former French Establishments" mean the territories 
which immediately before the appointed day \\-ere comprised 

in the French Estab1:shments in India known as Pondicherry, 

Karaikal. SIahe and Tanam ; 

(d)  "Iiigh Court" means the High Court at Madras : 

(e) "law" means .Jet, Ordinance, Regulation, rule. 

order, bye-law, decree or other provision (by \lThate\.er name 

- , .- --. - called) having the force of lam ; 

(f) "Pondicherry" means the Union territory c~~mprising 

the territories of the former French Establishments ; 

(gj "Treaty of Cession" means the treaty concluded 

between France and India on the 2Sth day of May, 1956, esta- 

blishing the cession of the French Establishments by France to 

India in full sovereignty. 

3. OJficers and functionaries in relation to Ponr1icherrg.- 

MTitboi~t prejudice to the po\vers of the Central Government to 

appoint from time to time such officers and authorities as mag 

he necesstlry for the asministration of Pondicherry, ail courts, 

tribunals, authcrit:es alid officers. whether in India or in the 

former IJrench Establ'shments, who immediately txfore the 

appoint~d ciav, were exercising lawful functions in connection 

with the adpinistrgtion of those establish men#^ or any part 



thereof, including the Council of Government and the Represen- 

tative Assembly, shall unless otherwise directed at  an?; lime by 

the Centrnl Ciuvernment or the Administrator in relation to nny 

such court, tribunal, authority or oficcr, or until other provision 

is made by la\\., continue to exercise in connectior~ with the 

ad111inistr:~tion of Pondicherry their respectiiTe powers and jnris- 

dictiei~ and perform their respccti\.e duties and functions in the 

same manner and to the same critent as befare the appointed 1':iy 

n.iili suc l~  altered designation, if any, as that Government may 

t-frternline. 

4. Continrlance of exisiing laws and their adaptatior:.--(l) -411 

!~n-s  in force immc4late!y hefore the appointed day in the former 

i'renc!~ Esinhli.jhmcn:s or :my part the re~f  shall continue to he 

in force i : ~  Pondicherry until nmcnded or rcpealed by a cor:lpe- 

tclnt Legisl:iiu:.e or other compete~~t  authority : 

Froiicjed t i ~ s t  references in any such la\\, to the President or 

Covernrne~t of the Frczch Rt.pu!~lic shall be construc~l :as refrren- 

C ~ S  to the Central C o ~ e r n m m t ,  references to the Governor of tllc 

Frcnch Establishmnnts in India. to the Commis~ioner of the 

Rrpuhlic for thr Trench Estah1;shments in India, to tlie Chief 

Commissiorer for the French Establishments, to i h e  Chief Coin- 
:nissioner of the State of Pcndichcrry or to the Chief Commis- 

sioner. Pondicherry shall be construed as references to the Admini- 

stralor of Pondicherry and references to the State of yondicherry 

shall he construed as references to Pondicherry. I . 

(21 For the purpose of facilitating the applicatioxl of any 

such l aw  in relation to the adminislration of Pondichcrry and for 

the purpose of bringing the provisions of any such law into accord 

with the I)ro\isions of the Constitut;on, the Central Crowernment 
map, withip three years from the appoint~d dgy, by orqey, p!akg 



such adaptations and modifications, whether by way of repeal or 

amendment. as 'may be necessary or expedient and thereupon 

every such law shall have efrect subject to the adaptations and 

modifications so made. 

5 .  Property and assets.--For the avoitlance of doubt, it is 

hereby declared that all property and assets vithin Pondicherry 

which, immediately before the appointed day. vestetl in the 

Government of the French Republic shall, saiye as oihcrwise 

expressly provided in the Treaty of Cession. vest in the Union. 

6. Righls and obligations.-Subject to the provisions of the 

Treaty of Cession, all rights, liabilities and obligntions of the 

Government ol' the French Republic in relation to or arising out 

of the administration of the former French Establishments shall, 

as from the appointed day, be the rights, liahilities and obliga- 

tions of the Central Government. 

7. Continuance of existing taxes.-All taxes. duties, cesses 

and fees which, immediately before the appointed day, wcre being 

la\vfully levied in the former French Establishments 01 any part 

lhcreof shall continue to be levied in Pondicherry and to he 

applied to the same purposes. until other yrovis io~~ is made by 
a competent Legislature or other competent nutliority. 

8. Power to extend enncfrnents to  Pondic?tcrrg.- 'I'he Cc.iitral 

G'bvernment may, by not'ification in the Official Gazette, extend 

with such r e s t ~ t i d k s  a'nd modifications as'it  thinks lit. if, 

Pondicherry any enactment which is in force in a State at the 
date of the notification. 

9. E~tension o f  the jurisdiction o f  Aladras H f ! ~ h  Court lo 

Pondicherry.-'4s from the 6th day of November. 1962, the Juris 

dktioa'bf the High Cbvrt shall exfend to Pondicherry. 



rv. Y U'~U,' 'LI '"*'  V ,  I l l y . .  L."W* L. ,*, .. ....".... yrrJ . *  r - r r  r- .--- 
renerality of the provisions of section 9: the High Court ~ h a l l  " 

have, in ~esprc t  of Pondicherry, all such jurisdictiorl as under 

!he law in force immediately before the appointed --day was 
i-xercisable in r-espcct of the former French Estublishments by the 
Cour de Cassalion, the Cour Superieur d' Arbitrage and the 

Conseil 13' Et2t of France : 

l'rot-ided Lllat Ivhile deierinicing appeals from decisions of 
cc!clrls and tri';unals in Po?ldicherry, the High Court shall, as far  

:js may he, f(lIIo\\. the s?mc procedure and h r l e  tlie %i:tme powcr 

t!) puss any judgment, decree or order thereon, as it Po l lo~~s  

a:i:l has wl~ile dete:-mining appeals from decisions of courts in 

the Stfite of Madras. 

131 >.I1 appeals and other proceeJi11gs from or in respect 

of any judgnient, decree or order of any court or tribi~nal in the 

former I't-iwdl 1~stsbl:slimcnts pending inimediately before the 

appointed daj  before the Cour de Cassation or the Cour Superienr 
d' .-?rhitrage ( i s  the Conscil d' Etat of France and all original 

proceedings ir. relation to those Establishmellts pending imme- 

'liately before the appointed day before the Conseil d' Etat shall. 

hp virtue of t!iis itct, stand transferred to the .High Court m d  
shall be disposed of Sy the High Court in the excrcise of juris- 

diction conferred on it by this Act. as if such appeals and other 

proceedings had bcen filed before the High Court. 

. 

E'xplu~~nlion.--411 appeals and other proceedings filed before 

Lht. appointed dtly but not transmitted to !lie Cour de Cassation 

or the Cour Superieur d' Arbitrage or the Conseil d' Etat shall be 

deemed to be appeals or proceedings, as the cssc mJy be, pending 

before that Court for the purposes of this sub-section. 



. - 
withstanding anything contained in the Advocates Act, 1961 (25 of 

1951), but subject to such rules as may be framed by the High 

Court, any person who is entitled to practise before the l'ribunal 

Superieur d' Appeal at Poiidicherry shall he recognised as an 

advocate entitled to praclise in the High Court in relation lo cnscs 

coming betore the High Court froin Pondicherry. 

12. Poa)er of IIiyh Court to make rules.--The 1-ligl1 Court 

may, from iinle to time, make rules, consistent with this Act, to 

provide lor all or any of the following matters, namely :- 

(a) the translation of any papers filed in the High Courl 
and the preparation of paper books for hearing all appeals and 

the copying, typing or printing of any such papers or transla- 

tion and the recovery from the persons at lvhose instance 01 

on whose behalf papers arc filed of the expenses lheretp 

incurred ; 

(b) the court-fees payable for instituting procceding.r ill 

the High Court. the fees to be charged for prucesses issueif 1)) 

the High Court or by any oficer of the court and thc a n ~ o r ~ n t  

payable in any proceeding in the High Court in respect of fcr.5 

of the ~dvocate of any party to such proceeding ; 

(c) the procedure to be followcd in the High C o u ~ t  ; 

the spproval, admission, enrolment, rcmoval and sus: 
of advocates from Pondicherry, 

13, V~l tdai ion  of cerlain orders and decrees.-(1) Every oriler 
OP decree purported to have been made by the Cour de Cassation, 
the Cour S~perieur d' Arbitrage or the Canseil d' E k t  ul' Francc 



aurlng tne period commencing on the first day of  November, 1954, 

and ending on the appointed day> in any- appeal or ofher 

proceeding from, or in respect- of any judgment, decree or oi-d$r 

of any court, tribunal or other authority in the former French 

Establ~shments shall be deemed to hale beeu lalidly made, in 

accordance \\it11 law ; and shall for all pul-ywes have ecl'ect ss 

if it were an t)rc!er or a decree made by tllc High Court in the 

exercise of the jurisdiction conferred by this .k t .  

(2 )  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub section ( I ) ,  

where any decision has been rendered ai'ter !he 17th Alarch, 1960. 

by ariy court in France in any case In which the respo~itlertt had 

no opportunity to appear for want of service of summoris trans- 

mitted thi.o~g11 the Administration of the former 17relich Esta- 

biishments. such decision shall be deemed never to hii\.e been 

rendered and shall be deemed to be pending before the court by 

which such decision was rendered and accordingly stand trans- 

ferred to the IIigh Court or, as the case may be, to the court in 

Pondichcl-r\- corresponding to the court in France in urhicl~ the 

case shall be deemed to be pending. 

(3) As soon as mey be after the Gth day of November, t!i62. 

the Administ~stor shall transmit to the High Court or, as the case 

play be, Lo the correspor~ding court, the record of every such 

case as is referred to in sub-section (2) ,  together with a certificate 

[hat the surnmons in that case was not served on the responde~t.  
f 

14. Liinilalion for appeals. - (I)  -The periods of limitation for 

appeals to the High Court shall be as set out below :- - 
- S1. Description of appeal Period of Time from which 
No. limitation period begins 

to run 
-- . . 

1 Civil Appeal against any 90 days The date of the judg- - 
judlment or order. merit or order, 



S1: Description of appeal Period of 
No. limitation 

2 Criminal Appzal against 7 days 
sentence of death. 

3 Criminal Appeal against 30 days 
any sentence or order 
other than a sentence 
of death. 

Time from which L 

period begins. 
to run 

The date of sentence. 

The date of the sen- 
tence or ordtr. 

4 Criminal Appeal against 90 days The date of the order 
an order of acquittal. of acquittal, 

5 Labour appeal under 30 days The date of the judp 
section 207 of the merit or order, 
French Labour Code, 
1952. 

6 Labour Appeal under 30 days The dste on which 
section 216 of the the report and the 
French Labour Code, recommendation of 
1952, the expert are com- 

municated lo the party 
appealing. 

7 Appeal against a judg- 90 days The date of the 
ment or order of the judgment or order. 
Administrative Tribu- 
nal at Pondicherry. 

- - 
? , . . - 

(2) Except in the case of a Criminal Appeal against .a sen 

tence of death. in conlputing the period of lirnit:~fion, the . t h i o  

taken for ~i,taining a certified copy of the juclgmmt. order, rekurt 

l and recom~nendation, appealed against, as the case may he, 
shall be excluded, . . . . .  

'9 ' 



. , (3) In the case of an appeal preferred by an acc~lserl person 

ul lde~ sentence and in custody, the date on which he lodges the 

memoi-a1)!3urn of appeal with the Superintendent of the Jail in 
:i7hich he is d~ta ined shall be deemed to be the date of presenta- 

tion of the altpcal in the I-Iigh Court. 

(4)-  -4ny appeal may be admitted after the period of lin~ita- 

tiun prescribed therefor wl~en the appellant satisfies the Court 

that he hat1 suzcient cause for not preferring the appeal within 

suEh 'l>eriod. 

l!j. Ssluiny of linzitation in certain cases.--In coniputillg the 

1)i'rind ol lim~tetiori under section 1 4  or under any other law, 

arly perrod during which an appeal could not be filed or a pro- 

ceding cou!d not be instituted because the jurisdiction of thu 

High C o u ~  1 tiid not extend to Pondicherry shall be 1:scluded. 

16. Hzrle of conslr~tclir~n.-Referelices in any law iu force in 

Pondicherry to the Cour de Cassation, the Cour Superiellr ii' 

Arbitrage or the Conseil d' Elat shall be construerl as references 

lo the High Court. 

17. Z'ower to construe 1au)s.-For the purpose of facilitating 

the application of any law in relation to Poridicherry, any court 

or other authority may construe any such law in such manner not 
affecting the substance, as may be necessary or proper to adapt it 

to the matter before the court or other authority. 

18. Effect crf other laws .-Tile provisions of this Act shall 

have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith con- 

tained in m y  other law in force in Pondicherry. 



19. Power  to remove difficulties.-(I) If any difficulty arises 

in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central Govern- 

ment may, by order published in the Offlcial Gazette, make any 

such provisions as appear to it to be necessary or expedient for 

removing the difficulty. 

(2)  Any order under sub-section (1) may be made so as t~ 

be retrospective to any date not earlier than the appointed day. 

20. Repeal and sauing.-(1) The Pondicherry (Arlministrg- 

tion) Ordinncce, 1962 (8 of 19G2), is hereby repealed. 

(2)  Nol~~iihstantling such repeal, anything done or any 

action taken under the said Ordinance shall be deemed to have 

been done or taken under this Act. 




