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THE PONDICHERRY DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES 
ACT, 1965. 

(Act No. 9 of 1965) 

24th April, 1965. 

AN ACT 

to proviic for thc better control of public dramatic perfor- 
mar ces in the Union territory of Pondicherry. 

WHT3EAS it is expedient to provide for the better control 
of public dramatic performances in the Union territory of 
Pondichr :ry ; 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly in the Sixteenth 
Year of the Ftepubl$ of India as follows :-- " 

7: Sf.. rt title, extent and'comrd.encement.-(I) This Act mag 
'3e called the Pondicherry Dramatic Performances Act, 1965. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the Union territory of 
'ondicherry. 

- 
(3) It shall come into force a% once. 



2. Definitions.-In this -4ct, unless the context otherwise 
requires- 

(1) "Competent Authority" means- 

(a) in relation to the entire Union territory of 
Pondicherry the District Magistrate, and 

(b) in relation to Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam the 
Administrator of the respective region, 

(2) "Objectionable performance" means any play, 
pantomime or other drzma which is likely to- 

(i) incite any person to resort to violence or sabotage 
for the purpose of overthrowing or undermining the 
Government established by law in India or in any State 
thereof or its authority in any aree ; or 

(ii) incite any person to commit murcler, sabotage or 
any offence involving violence ; or 

(iii) seduce any member of any of the armed forces of 
the Union or of the Police Forces fram his allegiance or his 
duty, or prejudice the recruiting of persons to serve in any 
such force or prejudice the disciplim of any such force ; or 

(iv) incite any section cf the citizens of India-to acts of 
violence against any other section of the citizens of India; 
or  which- 

(17) is deliberately intended to outrage the religious 

feelings of sny class of the citizens of India by insulting or 
blaspheming or profaning the religion or the religious 
beliefs of that class ; or - - . . 



(vi) is grossly indecent, or is scurrilous or obscene or 
intendec for blackmail ; 

Explan; ion I.-!& performa:xe shall not be de,mzd to be 
objectionabl merely 'lecause in tile course thereof w -rds ar? 
uttered, or E gns or vi~ible  representations are made, 2::gres;ing 
disapprobati In or cri!:cism of any law or of any pdicp or 
;rdministrati e action i f  the Government with a view *L-l obtain 
its alteratior or redre: s by lawful means. 

ex plan^ ion 11.- 'n judging .rvI?ether ally perfory-s;:ce is an 
objectionabl perform: nce, the play, pantomime or o.&r drama 
shall be con: dered as :. whcle. 

(3) "I: lblic plat 2'' means ally building or eli:!c?ure, or 
any place in the oyen eir and eny pancic.1 where the sides 
are not en :losed to --;hi& the public are admitted to witness 
a perform; nce ; 

(4) "S13te Gover;:ment" means the Administrate r s ppoint- 
ed under 1 rticle 23C of the Constitution. 

3. Power to prshibit objectionable perfo: m.inces.- 
(1) Wheneve: the Sts:e Government are satisfied that any 
play, panton; me or other drama performed or about to be per- 
formed in a ~ubl ic  place is an objectionable perforrnsnce, they 
may, by ordc r stating the grounds on which they ccnsider the 
performance ~bjectionsble, prohibit the performance. 

J ' 

(2) No c rder under sub-sectidh (1) shill be pa&ed without 
giving a rea ionable o:lportunity to  the organizer or other 
principal per ons respc:lsible for the conduct of the pe~formance 
or to the ow ier or occupier of the public place in which such 
performance is intended to take place to show cause why the 
performance should no';. be prohibited. 



(3) Every order , I,_ made I ,  under sub-sectiqn (1) shall be puQr 
hshed in the State Gazette. .+ .: . .  , 

,- - . , I .  . 
(4) Any order made under sub-s:c!isn (1) may also be 

~otified by proclamation and a written cr printed notice thereof 
may be affixed at any place or adapted for giving infor- 
mation of the order to the persons intending to take part in the 
performance so prohibited. 

4. Power to prohibit objectionable performances tempo- 
rarily.-(1) The competent authority n.ay, if he is of opinion 
that any play, pantcrnime or ctker clr: , ~ a  ~er fcrmed PI- zbnat 

to be performed, being oi the nature specified in section 2, is 
likely to lead to a breach of the peace, by order stating the 
grosnds for such opinion, prohibit its performance. 

Provided that the authority who passed such 'order map 

review it on an application made by the -erson or party affected 
by such order. 

(2) Subject to any order made by the Court on appeal 
under section 10, an order under this section shall remain in 
iorce for two months from the making thereof: 

Provided that the competent authority may, if he is of 

opinion that the order should continue in force, by such further 
~ r d e r  or orders as he may deem fit, extend the period aforesaid 
by such further period or periods not exceeding two months at 

& 
@ 

a time as map be Specified in such order o r  orders  i, i.r ,: 2 :!.: i 
.- , , - ' 

r L , ,  "['. "7 
5. Service of order of probibition.-A copy of the order 

made under sub-section (1) of section 3, c'r under sub-section (1) 

or (2) of section 4, may be served persmally or in such other 
manner as may be prescribed by rules xsde xnder section 13. 

on the org5njsfrt-s or other principal persons responsible for the 

.ss3 



c&d& of: G: any person about to take part, in the performance 
so prohibite. or on the owner or occupier of Ule public place, 
in which suc I performance is intended to take place. 

6. Penal y for disohcying order.-Any person on whom a 
copy of the I rder referred to in section 3 or section 4 is served 
and wFio doc ;, or v:illingly permits, any act in disobedience of 
such order, hall, on conviction: be punished with imprison- 
ment for a . Srrn mhicll nlay extend to three months, or with 
fine which n ay extend to one thousand rupees, or with both. 

7. PenaI y for diso5eying prohibition.-(1) Any person who, 
a f t k  the! pu jlication of an order under sub-section (3) of sec- 
tion 3, or di ring the period when an order made under sub- 

section (1) 01 (2) of section 4, is in force organises or is respon- 
sible for thc conduct of or who with the knowledge that such 
an order unl er section 3 or section 4 is in force takes part in, 
the perform. nce prohibited thereby or any performance sub- 
stantially th< same as the performance so prohibited, shall, on 
conviction, t 3 punished with imprisonment for a term which 
may extend o three months, or with fine which may extend to 
one thousanc rupees, or with both. 

(2) Ang person who being the owner or occupier, or having 
the use of a1 y public place, opens, keeps or uses the same for 
any perform nee prohibited under section 3 or section 4, or per- 
mits the sm? ?x be opened, kept or  used k any such perfor- 
mance, shall, an mlluict5oa; be punished with imprisonment rfar 
a term whicl may extend to three months, or with fine which 
may extend t 3  one thousand rupees, or with both. 

8. Power to call information.-(I) For the purpose of ascer- 
taiaing3.he cl aracter of any intended play, pantomime or other 
dtama, the ,C %ate Government, or  such officer as . they may 



empQwer in @is behalf, may, bygrder, require the ~ r ~ a g i s g r s  i a or 
othpr principal persons responsible y . -  for tce conduct 6f, 9~ o@=r 
persons about to take part i s  such play, pantomir le pr ot$er 
drama or the author, proprietor or pripter of the play, A panto- - 

rnirpe or other drama about to be performed, or t i e  o w y r  or 
occupier of the place in which it is intended to be performed 
to furnish such information as the State Governn:qt or such 
officer may think necessary. 

(2) Every person so required shall be bound tc furnish the 
informatioil to the best of his ability within the timc: specified in 
such order and in case of contravention shall be deemed to have 
committed an offence under section 176 of the Inditii~ P e p 1  Cod@ 
(Central Act XLV of 1860). 

9. Poucr to call for copy of purport of drama, et :.-(I) If the 
State Government or the competent authority 1 sve or has 
reason to believe that an objectionable dramatic performance 
1s about to take place, they or he, as the case may be, may, by 

order, direct that no such dramatic performance s h ~  .1 take place 

in any public place within any area, unless a copy 2f the piece, 
if and so far as it is written, or some sufficient aclcount of its 
purport, if and so far as it is in pantomime, has bet i furnished, 

not less than seven days before the performance, '.o the State 
Government or the competent authority aforesaid. 

(2) A copy of any order . . made under ~ub~sect io  1 (1) may be 
i ; -. . . ' ,3 --.- , .. *.,-,.. . 

served on the owner br occupier of the public pla e, in which 
such performance is intended to take place and if  t iereafter he 
does or willingly permits, any act in disobedience of such order, 
he shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisor nent fqr a 
t e r i  which may extend to three months, or with fine which 

may extend fo o w  thousad rupees, or with both. 

v 



10. Appeal to High Court.--Any person aggrieved by arl 

crddei'under sub-section (1) of section 3, or under sub-section (1) 
or (2) of section 4, may, within sixty days of the publication of 
such order under sub-section (3) of section 3, or, as the case may 
be, within six'iy days of the date on which an order under sub- 
section (1) or (2) of secLlon 4, is made, prefer an appeal to the 
High Court ; arid upon ;uch appeal, the High Court may pass 
such orders as it deems fit confirming, varying or reversing the 
order appeaied from, hnd may pass such consequential or inci- 
dental orciers as cxiy be necessary. 

(2) Every such ap:?eal shall be heard by a Bench of not 
less than tv;o Judges. 

11. Saving of prosecutions under other laws.-Where no 
crder under section 3 or section 4 has bee3 made in respect of 
any performance, nothing in this Act shall bar a prosecution 
i:nder the Indian Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860) or any 
other law. 

12. Protection for acts done in good faith.-No suit, prosecu- 
tion i r  other legal proceeding shall be instituted against any 
~uthori ty  or officer for anything which is in good faith done or 
intended to be done under this Act or any rule made thereunder. 

13. Power to make rules.-(1) The State Government may, 
by notification in the Gazette, make rules for the purpose of . '_ .  - 
carrying into effect the provisions of this Act. , > .  - -.. 

(2) All rules made under this section shall be subject to the 
condition of previous pnblication, and the date to be specified 
under clause (3) of section 23 of the General Clauses Act, 1897 
(10 of 1897), shall not be less than one month from the date on 
which the draft of the proposed rules was published. 



(3) All rules made under this Act shall, as soc I as may be 
pfter it 15 -nade, be laid bef2re the Legi;l;.tive . .ssemb!y of 

I'ondichcrr~ while it is in session for a total perioc of fourteen 
days which may be comprised in one sessiin or in tv 3 successive 
sessions an6 if before the expiry of the secrions in w lich it is so 
laid or Lhe session immediately fo1low:ng the Legislative 

I -4sselilbf; clakes any modification in the 1 u:e or dec 3es that the 
rc!e shorx!cl not be made, thst rule shall thereaftel have effect 
only in s ~ c k  modified form or be of no effect, as the ase may be, 

I so, however, that any such modification or annul= ?nt shall be 
without ;?st judice to the validity of anytl.ir,g p re  iously done 
under tha t  rule. 




