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THY PONDICHERRY DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES
ACT, 1965.

(Act No. 9 of 1965)
24th April, 1965.

AN ACT

to provicde for the better conirol of public dramatic perfor-
mavces in the Union territory of Pondicherry.

WHIREAS it is expedient to provide for the better control
of public dramatic performances in the Union territory of
Pondicherry;

BE it enacted by the Legxslatlve Assembly in the Slxteenth
Year of the Republic of India as follows =" E

1. St-rt ﬁ:‘t"lé, extent hnd':‘c'oi'!;m"enceméht.——(I) This Act may
e called the Pondicherry Dramatic Performances Act, 1965.

(2) It extends to the whole of the Union territory of
Pondicherry.

(3) It shall come into force at once. . °
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2. Definitions.—In. this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires—

(1) “Competent Authority” means—

(a) in relation to the entire Union territory of
Pondicherry the District Magistrate, and

(b) in relation to Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam the
Administrator of the respective region.

(2) “Objectionable  performance” means any play,
pantomime or other drama which is likely to—

(i) incite any person to resort to violence or sabotage
for the purpose of overthrowing or undermining the
Government established by law in India or in any State
thereof or its authority in any arez; or

(ii) incite any person to commit murder, sabotage or
any offence involving viclence ; or

(iii) seduce any member of any of the armed forces of
the Union or of the Police Forces from his allegiance or his
duty, or prejudice the recruiting of persons to serve in any
such force or prejudice the disciplire of ahy such force; or

(iv) incite any section cf the citizens of India to acts of
violence against any other section of the citizens of India;
or which— R : '

(v) is deliberately intended to outrage the religious
feelings of any class of the citizens of India by insulting or
blaspheming or profaning the religion or the .religious

beliefs of that class; or - il




(vi) is grossly indecent, or is scurrilous or: obscene or
intende: for blackmail ;

Explan: ion I1.—A performance shall not be decmead to be
objectionabl merely hecause in the course thereof w-rds are
uttered, or ¢ gns or virible representations are made, 2xpressing
disapprobati in or criticism of any law or of any policy or
administrati ‘e action ¢f the Government with a view 1o obtain
its alteratior or redre:s by lawful means.

Explane iion II.— "n judging whether any perforrzz:i:ce is an
objectionabl perform:nce, the play, pantomime or o’her drama
shall be cons dered as & whole,

(3) “r iblic plac2” means any building or enclcsure, or
any place in the oren eir and any pandsl where the sides
are not en :losed to *vhich the public are admitted to witness
a perform: nce;

(4) “Siate Government” means the Administratcr @ppoint-
ed under £ rticle 23¢ of the Constitution.

3. Power to prohibit objectionable perfo:rmances.—
(1) Wheneve: the Stzte Government are satisfied that any
play, pantom me or other drama performed or about to be per-
formed in a >ublic place is an objectionable performance, they
may, by ordir stating the grounds on which they ccnsider the
performance objectionzble, prohibit the performance.

i s T T S O Ty e S S

(2) No crder under sub-section ‘(l)ﬁs:hali be paésed without
giving a reaionable onportunity to the organizer or other
principal per ons respensible for the conduct of the performance
or to the ower or occupier of the public place in which such
performance is intended to take.place to show cause why the
performance should not be prohibited. ,
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~ (3) Every order made under sub—<ect10n (1) shall be pub-
hshed in the State Gazette . e LI en o
(4) Any order’h 'made under sub—Stectioi’l~ (i) mayaIso be
rotified by proclamation and a written cr printed notice: thereof
may be affixed at any place or placeé adapted for giving infor-
mation of the order to the persons intending to take part in the
performance so prohibited.

'4. Power to prohibit objectionable performances .ktem,po~
rarily.—(1) The competent authority n:ay, if he is of opinion
that any play, pantemime or cther drzuia perfermed. or about
to be performed, being oi the nature specified in section 2, is:
likely to lead to a breach of the peace, by order stating the
grounds for such opinion, prohibit its performance. .

Provided that the authority who passed such order may
rev1ew it on an apphcatlon made by the Terson or party aﬁecte']
by such order,

(2) Subject to any order made by the Court on appeal
under section 10, an order under this section shall remain in
force for two months from the making thereof:

Provided that the competent authcrity may, if he is of
cpinion that the order should continue in force, by such further
order or orders as he may deem fit, extend the period aforesaid
by such further period or pericds not exrceeding two months at
a time as may be Spemﬁed in such oxder ior. orderi {wfiz ointl

5. Servnce of order of pro‘ubmon ——A copy of the order
made under sub-section (1) of section 3, or under sub-section (1)
or (2) of section 4, may be served personally or in such othec
manner as-may be prescribed by rules made under section 13,
on the organisers or other prineipal persons responsible for:the
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coriduét of, or any person about to take part, in the performance
so prohibite. or on the owner or occupier of the public place,
in which suc 1 performance is intended to take place.

6. Penal y for disobeying order.—Any person on whom a
copy of the : rder referred o in section 3 or section 4 is served
and who docs, oy willingly permits, any act in discbedience of
such order, hall, on conviction, be punished with imprison-
ment for a '2rm which may extend to three months, or with
fine which 1-ay extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.

7. Penal y for disobeying prohibition.—(1) Any person who,
after thé pulication of dn order under sub-section (3) of sec-
tion 3, or di ring the period when an order made under sub-
section (1) o1 (2) of section 4, is in foree organises or is réspon-
sible for the conduct of or who with the knowledge that such
an order un: er section 3 or section 4 is in force takes part in,
the perform nce prohibited thereby or any performance sub-
stantially th. same as the performance so prohibited, shall, on
conviction, t 2 punished with imprisonment for a term which
may extend o three months, or with fine which may extend to
cne thousanc rupees, or with both.

(2) Any person who being the owner or occupier, or having
the use of a1 y public place, opens, keeps or uses the same for
#ny perform nce prohibited under section 3 or section 4, or per-
mits the sarr. 2 to be opened, kept or used for any such perfor-
mance, shall, vn vonviction, be punished with imprisonment for
& term whicl may extend to three months, or with fine which
may extend 15 one thousand rupees, or with both.

8. Power to call information.—(1) For the purpose of ascer-
taining the cl.aracter of any intended play, pantomime or other
drama, the {tate Government, or such officer as . they may




empawer in this behalf, may, by order, require the orgamsers or
other prmc1pal persons responsible for the conduct of or other
persons about to take part in such play, pantomirae or _other
drama or the author proprietor or printer of the play, pan’co-—
mime or other drama about to be performed or 1ile owner or
cccupier of the place in which it is intended to be performed
to furnish such mformatzon as the State Governn.ent or such
ofﬁcer may thmk necessary.

(2) Every person so required shall be bound tc furmsh the
information to the best of his ability within the time spec1ﬁed in
such order and in case of contravention shall be de::med to have
comrrutted an offence under section 176 of the Indlau Penal Code
(Central Act XLV of 1860).

9. Power to call for copy of purport of drama, et.—(1) If the
State Government or the competent authority lave or has
reason to believe that an objectionable dramatic performance
1s about to take place, they or he, as the case may be, may, by
order, direct that no such dramatic performance shz 1 take place
in any publie place within any area, unless a copy of the piece,
if and so far as it is written, or some sufficient account of its
purport, if and so far as it is in pantomime, has be¢ 2 furnished,
not less than seven days before the performance, ‘o the State
Government or the competent authority aforesaid.

(2) A copy of any order made under sub-sectio: 1 (1) may be
served on the owner or occup1er of the pubhc pla e, m “which
such performance is intended to take place and if 11ereafter he
does or willingly pemnts any act in disobedience of such order,
he shall on conviction, be punished with imprisor nent for a
term which mayextend to three months or with fine which




10. Appeal to High Court.—~Any petson aggmeved by an
c¥definder sib-section { (1) of section 3, orf under sub-section (1)
or (2) of section 4, may, within sixty days of the publication of
such order under sub-section (3) of section 3, or, as the case may
be, within sixty days of the date on which an order under sub-
section (1) or (2) of section 4, is made, prefer; an appeal to the
High Court: and upon such appeal, the High Court may pass
such orders as it deems fit confirming, varying or reversing the
order appealed from and may pass such consequential or inci-

dental or dcrs as may be necessary.

(2) Every such appeal shall be heard by a Bench of not
less than two Judges.

11. Saving of prosecutions under other laws.—Where no
crder under section 3 or section 4 has been made in respect of
sny performance, nothing in this Act shall bar a prosecution
under the Indian Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860) or any
other law.

- 12. Protection for acts done in good faith.—No suit, prosecu-
tion or other legal proceeding shall be instituted against any
authority or officer for anything which is in good faith done or
intended to be done under this Act or any rule made thereunder.

13. Power to make rules.—(1) The State Government may,
by notlﬁcatlon in the Gazette make rules for the purpose of
carrymg mto effect the provxslons of thls Act e

" (2) Al rules made under this section shall be subject to the
condition of previous publication, and the date to be specified
under clause (3) of section 23 of the General Clauses Act, 1897
(10 of 1897), shall not be less than one month from the date on
which the draft of the proposed rules was published. =~
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(3} All rules made under this Act shall, as soc 1 as may be
after it is made, be laid before the Legisletive . ssembly of
Pondicherry while it is in session for a total perioc of fourteen
days which may be comprised in one sessicn or in tv ) successive
sessions and if before the expiry of the sessions in wich it is so
laid or ihe session immediately following the Legislative
Assembly niakes any modification in the rule or dec des that the
rule should not be made, that rule shall thereafter have effect
only in suct: modified form or be of no effect, as the ase may be,
so, however, that any such modification or annulm :nt shall be
without pr.judice to the validity of anyihiing pre iously done
under that rule.
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