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TE3 YONDICHERRY HOME GUARDS ACT, 1965 

(Act Na 14 of 1965) 

26th October, 1965. 

PAN ACT 

to provi,'~ for the cctnstitution of a volunteer organisation 
k n o ~ .  1: as the Eome Guards for service in emergencies cnd 
for c~ztain other purposes so as to inculcate habits of self- 
reliancg and discipline k o h g  the peopke and to dCvelop in 

+ ,  

them a sense of 'ci$ie k&i,%;itji~rty. , - 
. ," 

BE i. enacted ky ~e'gislative Assembly of Pondicherry in 
:he Sixtcj .lth Year of the Republic of India as follows :- 

I. S h r t  title, errtent and commencement.-(if This Act may 
Le called the Pondicherry Home Guards Act, 1985. 



(2) It  extends to the whole of the Union territory of 

Pondicherry. 

(3) It shall come into force a t  once. 

2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 

requires- 

(,) "District I~lagistrate" means Di;trict Magistrate for the 

Union territcry and inclu6es Sub-Divisional Magistrates of 
Ktiraikal, B1zil.e and Ysnam i:~ lkizir 1-%pective regions ; 

(5) "C-avc mmei?t" merns  k e  J-i:nini;i;;tlr aypointed 

~ n d e r  Article 233 of the ConsLiiution : 

(c) "9oine Guard" means a pers 11 V;~-~J is appointed as 

such under this Act ; 

(d) "prescribed" means  res scribe ti by rules made under 

this ; 

(e) "regicn" means the four regicns, Pondicherry, 

K-..r?i!ral, Make and Yanzn~ canstltuti:,g the Unian territory, 

(l) "Unior; territory" meails lTr.ion territory 01 

Pondicherry. 

3 Constitution of Iiome G~zards and appointment of Com- 
mandant Genert! and CcmmmCzni.-::) The Gaverr:iiler,t shall, 

by eotification iii- the Officiali Gazette, coiistitute f ~ r  each region 
ip which this Act has been brought into .:orce,,a volunteer body 

called the Home Guards, the members cT which shall discharge 
zuch functions a-ld duties in relzition to ti e protecti~n of persons, 
the seccrity of p~operty, the p-,lL!ie scfely and the maintenance 

ci essenitizl services ns may be assigned to thelll in accordance 
with the provisisns of this and the rules made thereunder. 



-- 

-- 
(2) The administration of Home Guards constituted wder 

sub-section (1) for any region shall, under the general superin- 
tendence, control and direction of the District Magistrate, be 

ested in th.3 Commandant, who shall be appointed by the 
Government and in any such additional, Deputy or Assistant 
Commandant; as the Government may deem fit to appoint. 

(3) The general supervision and control of Home Guards 
throughout the Union territory shall, under the general 
superintende::ce, control and direction of the District Magistrate, 
t:e vested in :he Commandsnt General who shall be appointed 
by the Gove nment ard in any such additional Commandants 
General, Div ;ional Co!;imandants General or Assistant Com- 
mandants Ge::eral as the Government may deem fit to appoint. 

(4) The Home Guards constituted for different regions ir: 

the Union teyritory, shall, for the purpose of this Act, be a 

s:ngle force a ld the members thereof shall be formally enrolled, 
and such forc 2 shall consist of such number of officers and men, 
end their qu lificaticns and conditions of training and service 
shall be such as may be prescribed. 

4. A p p i r  m e a t  of Home Guards and forms of declaration 
and certifientc ef appointment as sucb-(1) Subject to the 
approval of t'le Commandant General, the Commandant may 
appoint as Heme Guards such number of persons who are lit 
and willing to serve as may, from time to time, be determined 
by the Government and may appoint any such person to any 
office of com:and in the Home Guards. 

(2) Notvi ithstanding anythirg contained in sub-section (1) 

the CornrnanCint General may appoint any such perscn to any 
post under his immediate control. 



(3) A Home Guard shall, on appointment, mag; a aeclara- 
tion in the form specified in the First,Schedule and receive a 

certificate of appointment in the form specified in the Second 

Schedule, under the seal and a signature of such officer as may 
be prescribed. 

(4) Subject to any rules made in this behalf, a Home Guard 

shall be required to serve the Home Guards Organisation for a 

period of three years (including the period spent in trainin,, 
xvhich period may be extended by the Government to such 

further period as it may consider necessary, and a Home Guard 
shall thereafter serve in the reserve krce of Home Guards 
constituted as hereinafter provided for a period of three years 
snd shall, while serving in such reserve force, be liable to be 

called out for duty at any time. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything cont~ined in sub-section (4), 

the Commsndant General or the Commandant shall have autho- 
rity to discharge any Home Guard at any time subject to such 
conditions as may be prescribed, if in his opinion the services 
ci such Home Guard are no longer required. 

5. Reserve force of Home Guards.-The Government may 

constitute a reserve force of Home Guards consisting of person? 
appointed to it by the Go~rernment frcm among the Home 
Guards discharged from the regular service of Home Guards 
under sub-section (4) of section 4. 

6. Training, functions and duties.-(1) The Commandant 

General may, at any time, call out a Home Guard for training 
or to discharge within the Union territory any of the functions 
or duties as may be assigned in accordance with the provisions 



(2) The District Magistrate or the Commandant, may, at  
m y  time, call out a Hpme Guard for training or  to discharge 
any such fuxtions cr  duties within the region for which the 
Home Guards have beex set up. 

7. Powerr, protecticzl and contra!.-(1) A Kome Gv ir:? d l e : ~  
called nut unc-r sectioil 'I: shall have the sane  cpvi;ers, i;e:e: I 

I nwnt for the time beir 2 in force. I 
(2) No p--3secution shall be inztihiuted against a H,~nc-  Guard 

in respect of : nything Cgne or purporting to be done by him in 
the discharge of his fczlctions or duties as such Home Guard, 
except with tl e previous sanction of the Commandant General. 

8. Controi by officers of police force.-The Home Guards 
may be caileG out in aid of the Police Force and when they are 
so called out, they shali be under the control of the cfficers of 
the ~ o l i c e  for-e in such m a ~ n e r  and to such extent as may be 1 
prescribed. 

9. Certifi, ate, arms, etc., to  be delivered up by personr 
ceasing to be Xome Gu:;rds.-{l) Every person who fcr any 
reason ceases ;o be a Home Guard shall forthwith deliver up to 
the Commanc 3nt or to such person and at such plaze as the 
Command~nt :nay direr-t, his certificate of appointment or 01 
office and the arms, accoutrements, clothing and other neces- 
saries which Lave been furnished to him as such Home Guard ! I 

(2) Any Xagistrate or, for special reasons which s:iall be 
recorded i i ~  v riting at -he  time, any police officer not below 

the rank of a 1 Assistant or Deputy Superintendent of Police 
may issue a w rrant to search for and seize, wherever t i ey  may 
be found, any 2ertificate: arms, accoutrements, clothing or other 



r~ecessarit-s hot so delivered up ; and every warrant so 'issued 
skzll b? ~ x e c u ~ e d  in accordxnce with tte'provisio5's of the Code 
of Crimiilal Procedure, 1893 (5 of 1898), by a police officer or if 
the Magistrate or the police officer i s su in~ the warrlnt so directs, 
11y any ~ t h e r  person. 

(2) Nothing in this section siia!l be deemect to apply to 
zny arric:~ which cnder the orders of th? Commx-dant Genera: 
has becor~e the property of the person to whom  he same was 
furnished. 

10. Panfskment for neglect of duty, etc.-(:) The Corn- 
rnandant or the Commzcd~ct General ,?hell have authority to 
suspend, to reduce or to dismiss or to fine not exceeding fifty 

rupees, any Home Guard under his control, if such Home Guard 
on being called out under section 6, without reasonable cause 
neglects or refuses to obey such order c\r refuses to discharge 
his furAc&~ns and duties as a Home Gxard or reCuses to obey 
any other lawful order or direction given to him for the perfor- 
mance of his functions and duties or is found guilt j  of any mis- 
co;~ituct , r breach ~f di;ci;)l;ne. 

(2) The Commandant General shall also have authority to 
rlisrniss 3-;y Home GUET~ on the grour.d cf cond~c t  iv)lich has 
led to ?is conviction on a criminal chsr~e .  

. 13) When the Commandant or the Commarrdant General 
passes after inquify* &n order suspendicg, reducicg, dismissing 
or fining m y  Home Guard ilnder sub-section (I), h e  shall record 
such crdci. or cruze the same to be recr-rded togc~her with the 
reasons 1: erefor and a note cf the inq;liry made, in writing, 
~ n d  no such order shall be gassed unlezs the permn concerned 
k.as been given an oppcrtu:lity to be he;lrd in bis Gefence. 



(4) Any Home Guard aggrieved by such order of the 

Commandant may appeal against that order to the Commandant 
General and any Home Guard aggrieved by such order of the 
Commandant General may appeal against that order to the 
Government, within thirty days of the date on which he wa.; 
served with notice of the concerned order;  and thereupon the 

Commandant General or the Government, as the case may be, 
may pass such orders as he or it thinks fit. 

(5) The Commandant General or the Government may, 
at any time, call for and examine the record of any order 
passed by the Commandant or Commandant General, as the 
case may be, under sub-section (1) for the purpose of satisfying 
himself or itself as to the legality or propriety of such order 
and may pass such order in revision with reference thereto as 
he or it thinks fit. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law- 

(a) any order passed in revision under sub-section (5)) 

(b) subject to such order in revision, any order passed in 

appeal under sub-section (4), snd 

(c) subject to the orders in revision and appeal aforesaid, 

any order passed by the Commandant or Commandant 
General under, sub-section (3), 

shall be final. 

(7) Any fine imposed under this section may be recovered 
in the manner provided by the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1898 (5 of 1898), for the recovery of fines imposed by a Court as 
if such fine were imposed by a Court. 

(8) Any punishment inflicted on a Home Guard under this 
section shall be in addition to the penalty to which he is liable 
under section 11 or zny other lzw for the time being in force. 



11 Penalties for breach of duties, etc.-(1) If any Home 
Guard on being called oqt under section 6, .without reasonabje 
execuse neglects or refuses to turn up for training, or refuses to 
discharge his functions and duties as a Home Guard or refuses 
to obey any other lawful order or direction given t~ him for the 
performance of his duties and fucctions, he shall, ctn conviction, 
be punishable with simple imprisonment far a term which may 
extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two 
hundred and fifty rupees, or with both. 

(2) If any Home Guard wilfully neglects or refuses to 
deliver up his certificate of appointment or of office or any other 
article, in accordance with the provisions of sub-tection (1) of 
section 9, he shall, on conviction, be punished with simple 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one month, or 
with fine which may extend to one hundred rurees, or with 
both. 

(3) No proceedings shall be instituted in any court under 
sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) without the prev:ous sanction 
of the Commandant General concerned. 

(4) A poliee officer may arrest without warrant any person 
who commits an offence punishable under sub-section (1) or sub- 
section (2). 

12. Power to make rules.-(1) The Goxlernrnent may malie 
rules consistent with this Act- 

(a) reaulatinq the powers exercisable by tho District 
Magistrate, the Commandant General and the Commandant 
under section 6 and providing for the exercise, by any officez 
of the Home Guards, of the said powers; 



(5) providing for the exercise 'if control by &&cers of the 
pilice f&ce ox-er meznbirs of the ~ d m e  Guards when acting 
in aid of th? po!ice --orce ; 

(c) re:u'iotlcg the organisation, appointment, conditions 
of ser-,-ice, qualificaiisns, functions, duties, discipline, arms, 

accoutrerr.~n:s e i ~ d  cl~thing zr,d urifcrm of the Home Guards 
and the manner in uhich they may be called out for service 
or be rerl;;ii-ed to u ~ l e r g o  gliy training ; 

(6) i-cgu!~5rng ti,e exercise by members of the Home 
Guards oi any of t:.e po~~,tt;s exercishlle under section 7 ; 

(e)  generally for giving ecect to the pro\-isions of this Act. 

(2) Ail ru!es made under ~!iis Act shall, as soon as may be 
~ ~ f t e r  they zre made, be laid bel̂ :.re t!~e Legislayive Assembly ol  

Fcnclickerry wIziIe it is in se~:lrr! for a total p r i o d  of fourteen 

days, whic? mpy 5c :r,n prised ir: one session or in two successive 

sessicns, rnd, if before the expiry of the session in which it is 

zo laid or the s e ~ s i ~ n  :mmedi;.el>- ffollov;ing, the Legislati~~e 
Asseinbly ~ c k e s  azy 31 difica!.io;~ in the rule or decides thrt  any 
such ru:e sho~ild not k*? made, that rule s h d l  thersafter hare 
effect, cnly in s ~ c h  z o :  iiled Corm or be of r-13 e5ect as ;he case 

nxy be, EJ,  !lowe-ier, i' at an>- i 7 x h  modi5caticn or annulmeat 
shall be tvilhout prejvd ce to the validity of any~hing pre~ious:y 
done under illat ruie. 

13. Home Guards to be public servants-Home Guards 

: cting under this Act -hall be cleemed to be :;ublic serl-cnts 
nithin the meaning of sec~ion z l  of the Indian Penal Code. 
1860 (4s of ISbO). 

14. Home Guards 3ot disqualified from election to State 
Legishutre or  loczl :~ocies.-(l) -4 EIcme Guard :,]?all not be 



. . 
r!isqualified for being chase; as, and for being, a member of the 

State Legislature merely by reason of the fact that he is a 
Some Guzrd. 

(2) Kotwilhstsndirg anything to the ccntrary cwtained in 

2ny oiher law for the time being in force, a IIonle Gvsrd shall 

not be disqualified lor being chosen as, and lor being, s member 
clf any local autl~ority merely by reason of the fsct that he 1s 

a Home Guard. 

THE FIHST SCHEDULE 

[See section 4 (3)] 

Deciitration Form 

son of ...................................................... 

do hereby so:emnly declare and affirm tha, I will t r d y  serve 

as a Home Guard withoxt favour or affectio:~, malice or ill-will. 
communal or po!itical bias, for a period of three years from 
the date of appointment including the period s p a t  over 

trsining a~ld  that I further undertake t:, serve as a Home 

Guard at eny time or any place in India during a further period 
o i  three years if I am called out for training or duty during 
such period. I will to the best of my skill 2nd knowiedge dis- 
charge the dillies of a Home Gurrd. 

Place : 

Dated : 
t t  . 

555 

Signature 



THE SECOND SCHEDULE 

[See section 4 (3)] 

Form af certificate of appointment 

Shri .................................................. 
ssn of shri ................................................... 
resident of ................................................ 
hzs been ap*,ointed a Home Guard under section 4 (3) of the 
Pcndicherry -lome Guards Act, 1965. TYhen lawfully on dmy, 
i3c shail hive  fie same powers, privileges and protection as sn 

oEce: of 20--ce app~inted under any enactment for the t h e  

t.eing in _^orbe. 

Date of appointment ..................... 
Place : 

Dsted : 

Signature and seal of the 

prescribed ~uthority. 




