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THE PONDICHERRY GAMING 
ACT, 1965 
(No. 15 of 1965) 
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Ti  E FOK3::CHERRY GARIIJGG ACT, 1965 

(Act No. i 5  of 1965) 

27th October, 1925 

AN ACT 

tc, provide ;c; the punishment af gaming and the keeping of 
comnzon gaming-houses in the Union territory of 
Pondlcherry. I _  I 

WHERE-%S it is expedierrt to make provision for the 
puni:hme:it 11 garni.?g and the keeping of common gzmi:-g- 
houses in the Union territory of Pondicherry. 

BE it enacted b; the Legislative Assembly in the Sixteenth 
Year of the Republic of India as follows :- 
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1. Short title, exten? and comm'oneement:--(1) This Act may 
be called the ~o;?diche-ry Gaming ~ct,'1965. 

(2) It extends to the whole of the Union territory of 
Pondicherry. 

(3) It sk.al1 come into force at  once. 

2. Definitions.-In this Act, unless the contexi otherwise 
recuires- 

(a) "common gaming-house" means any house. room. tent, 

cnclosure, y-ehicle, vessel or any place v:hatsoe%er in which 
csrds, dies, tatles or other instruments of gzming a;e kept or 

~ s e d  for the profit or gcin of the person owning, occupying, 

using or kcey;i:lg sac!: hzyse, z-mrn, tcr~t. enclorvre, vel.icl-, 
- essel or pl-ice whether by way of charge for the use of instru- 

i-lents of gaairig or of the house, room, text, enclos~~re, vehicle, 
vessel or place or otherwise howsoever; and iilcludes any 

k ~ u s e ,  room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place opcneu, 
Pzpt or used or ~errnl?+,er! to be crene3 l-eyt r r  used for the 

F-arpose of gaming ; 

(b) "gzming" does not hclude a lottery but includes 
wagering or betting ; 

Explanation.-For the purposes cf this definiticn, wagering 
Gi" betting shall be deemed to comprise the col1ec:ion or soli- 
citing of bets, the receipt or distribu 
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in A o n e i  oi otherwise, respect o 

act which is intended to aid or facilitate wagering or betting 
or such collection soliciting. receipt or distributi,~n. 

(c) " instru~ents  of gt?rningq' incl~~ci;?s any ~ r t i c l e  used 

o-• intended to be used es a subject, or means of gamin?, an:' 
document used or intended to be used as a register or recorc? 



or evyence of any gaming. the proceeds of any gaming, and 

any w'i-nings or prizes in money or otherwise, distributed or 
intend. z l  to be diztributed in respect of any gaming ; 

(d "Stale Government" means the Administrator appoint- 
ed unc r Article 239 of the Constitution. 

3. P- :alty for opening etc., of any house etc., for certain 
Isrms oi .aiming.--(1) Whoever- 

(a ~e ing  the owner or occupier or having the use of any 

house, oom, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place, opens, 

keeps t . uses the same for purpose of gaming- 

; i) on the rnarket price of cotton, bullion or other corn- 
mod y or on the digits of the number used in stating sucll 
pric:- . or 

... 
i.1) on the amount or variation in the market price of 

any - ch commodity or on the digits of the number used in 
stati - 3 the zmcunt of such variation, or 

I ,.) on the inarket price of any stock or share or on thc 
digit i of the number used in stating such price, or 

- ) on the rumber of registration or on the digits of the 
num ,r of regi*tration of any motor vehicle using a public 
placc. or 

,I i) on any transaction or scheme of wagering or betting 
in wlikh the receipt or distribution of winnings or prizes m 
money or otherwise is made'to depend on chance; or 

(bj being the owner or occupier of any sach house, room. 
tent, e: ,.losure, vehicle, \-essel or place kno~7ingly or wilfully 

permit: ;he same to be opened, occupied, kept or used by an: 
other pcson for the purpose of gaming on any of the objects 
aforesaid, or 



(c) has the care or management of, or in ally manner 
assists in conductklg the busiress 03, any such !louse, roan, 
tent, enclo::ure, veliicle, vessel or place opened, oscupied. kept 

or used for the purpose of gaming on any of the objects zfore- 
.:aid, or 

(d) sdvances or fvrnjshes mmey for the FuiApr.se of g?ming 

on any of the objects aforesaid with persons fre~uent ing any 
such house, room, tent, enclosure, vehicle, vessel or place 

s l ~  11 be punishable for a f r s t  ofi2nce with impris. 3ment for a 
tern which may exten3 t3  one year, or ~ 5 t h  fine v,-hich mag 

ex-end to one thous~nd rupees, or wit11 Scth and :or a scconc! 

or subsequent ofYence with imprisonment fcr a t ~ r r z  which may 

EX end to tmTo years and with fine: 

Provided that in the absene? of sperial r e  sozls to be 

~ecqrded in writing, tk,e punislment to be i ~ - r  bse4 c r  F? 

off nder on cr?nviction f3r a first offence ui-der this s:15-secti~~:i 

sh: 11 be impisonrnent nu t  leas ;ban o-ie Lncn:ii or fine 2f 

rlot less than five hund:ed rupees or both and for a second or 

sulrsequent 03ence b7ith impriso;iment for not lezs than t v ~ o  
mc-lths and fine of not less than cne thousand rupees. 

(2) (a) Ylhoever is foilnd in any house, room. tent, t ?c!o- 

sure, vehicle, vessel or place referred to in sub-section (I), 

gaming on ar-y of - the objects specified in that sub-section, or 
present, for the purpose of gaming on any such object shall be 

~~ur i shab le  for a first offence with impris-mment fcr a term 
wk'ch may ex tend to one month or with fin? which may extend 
to h e  hundred rupees or with both and for a secoqd or sclcs2- 

qucnt offence with imprisonment for a term which rnzy extend 
to two months and with fine. 



(b; An;. perscn ioulld ia any such house, room, tent. 

cnclosur,, yehicle, 1 essel or place during any gaming therein on 
c ny of tl- - objects specified in sub-section (1) shall be presumed, 
mt i l  the -on:rary i; proved, t~ have been there for the purpos? 

-\I; g~mir-g on sucli object. 

(3) Y;h-.ever i; found gz-zing on any of the objects spc i -  
f ed in s: -section (I)  in any F: b-ic street or tkorougl-fare or in 

- .? j .  ?'aL t >  17.hic1. tke pub;ic Pa--? c>r i r e  per-':iite3 to L - T ~ ~  

: .ce:s sk. .i i>e pun:-hzble wl!:? impr.iso:~ment, for a term w?ict: 

:yay extc 3 to thre2 months or with fire which may extend to 
tkree h zdred rup?es or with both. 

4. Ft : .ler to g r x t  u-arrax- t to enter a common gaming- 
S:c;il-e.- :: If any 3-agistrate ;:3t lnferirr to a Ii'lzgistrate of thr 

-r,c39d c1 3 CT any j'o!ice Officer not below the rank of Inspect~r 
'F Police reason to believe that any vlsce is used as a corn- 

n o n  ?an-': g-house, he may 5y 5is warrant give authority to cnp 
Folice O5:e;, not below the rank of 3 Sub-Ins~ectcr to enter 

:-ith suc;. a ~ s i s t ~ n c e  ss may be f c ~ n d  nxessdry, by night or by 

Cay, any . . ~ h  place, and to arrest all persons found therein and 
:,? seize 211 instrurncrits of gamii?g and rll moneys znd securities 

fcr monc.: and arti-!es of vzlue reasonably sus~ected to hatre 
' usc" or irtcnTe3 ?a be vced for the Fb?r?3se :f g e d r g  

1, hich ar-. found t?zrein and :o search all parts of zvch place 
2nd ;lso .:-,r;ons fo>:nd therein. 

(2) Any Police Officer h a v i ~ g  power to issue a '  warrant 

t nder suk-.section (i) may, instead of doing so, himself exercise 

c!' or any :.f the POT.-qers exercisable under such w ~ r r a g t .  

5. CrrLs, dice, e.c., found search under last sectian to be 
evidence 21at place is a common gnming-bocse.-Any cards, 

clice, gamixg table cr cloth, bsard or other instruments of 



e gsming found in any place entered or searched under the provi- 
sons of the last preceding section, o r  on any person found 
therein shall be evidence that such place is used as a common 
gaming-house, and that the persons found therein \\-ere there 
present for the purpose of gamirg, althorgh no play was actually 
seen by the Police Officer or any of his assistants. 

6. Proof of playing for stakes unnecessary.-It shall not b-. 

liecessary, in order to convict any perscs of keeping a common 
gaming-house or of being concerned in the management of any 
cc:mmon gzming house, to prove that ar.y person found playing 

2t  any game was playing for a r y  mane:-, wager, bet or ztake. 

7. Penalty far opening etc., a comma2 gaming-house.-Who- 
c le r  opens, kee?s or uses or permits tc. be used any common 
g:lming-house, or conducts or assists in conducting the business 
of any common gaming-house or advar:es or furnishes money 
for gaming therein, shall be prlnishablc with fine which map 
extend to five hundred rupees or with i~xprisonrnent for a term 
which may extend to three months or with both. 

8. Penalty for being found gaming In a common gaming - 
11ouse.-Whoever is found gaming or prizsent for the purpose of 
gaming in a common gaming-kouse shdl  be punishable with 
f n e  which may extend to two hundred rupees or with impri- 
sbnment for a term which may extend :o one month ; and any 
person found in any common gaming-hcuse during any gaming 
or playing therein shall be presumed, cntil the coiltrary be 
~ r o v e d ,  to have been there for the purpqse of gaming. 

> 

9. Instruments of gaming may be ordered to be destroyed on 
rcinviction.-On conviction of any persor; for keeping a common 
gaming-house or being present therein f ,r the purpose of gam- 
ing, all the instruments of gaming found ;herein may be destroy- 
ed by the order of the Magistrate, and such Pviagistrate may 
order all or any of the other articles seized, or the proceeds 
t!lereof, to be forfeited. 
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10. S e v i ~ g  of gam2s of skill.-Nothing in sections 4 to 9 of 

this Act sha 1 be held to apply to games of mere skill wherever 
played. 

11. Pay lent of pt,rtion of fine to inforrfiants zxd Polici! 

Officers.-(1 (2) Tke 'dagistraie may direct any rnr'ion n ~ t  
esceeding o e-half, of any fine u-hich shall be levied under 

section 3, T c - 8, and of the moneys or proceeds of articles seize-\ 

2nd ordeyed to be forfeited cnder section 9 to be pnid to such 
i~formants  : ~ c i  Police 12fficers as mhy have kssisted ir *,:- e cietec-. 
tion of the c Tender. 

(b) X direction tinder this s~h-sect ioi~ clay al, 3 :;e made 

by any Cou. ; of ap?eal, reference or revision. 

(2) SVk re direct 3n i; made under sub-secti-en {I), the 
3Iagistrate c ncerr,ed hall send tl-Lc amount 20 be ;-said under 
t!:at sub-see 3n, to tf- Incpeztor-General cf Police, who shall 
c1ictributL ~t :mong st  h oi the in,"ormants and Pol'ce Officers 
aforesaid as 2ay  be c osel: t y  him and in such pro;~nr'~ons as 
he thirks fi': I 

(2) The amount s aresaid shal; not he sent to  ?he Ir igectu~ 

General cf F !ice until he cxpiry of three months fro-3 rhe date 

of the d i r x t  ,n under . L I ~ - ~ c t i o n  (I), or if an appeal or i-evision 

is presented vitkin thr t period, until the appeal or revision has 
been dispose i of. 

12. Pen: ty for gz-ning in public street etc.-Wnoever is 
found gamin with cartis, dice, counters, money or other instru- 

ments of zzr ing in a r  public stre?t, place, or t11oro--gi fare or 
publidy i gI1 .ng cccks .hall be punishable with fine - rh:ch may 

extend to fif y ru-pess ,r with imprisonment for a tcrm which 
may extend I one mo- 31 ; and such instruments of g, ming and 
moneys shal be forfei ?d. 



- .  , , 
13. Assembiing in streets for gaminp--Whoevei.-- 

(a) assenbles with others in a s reet, gathered, for the 
. . 

purpose of gaming ; or 

(b) joins any such assem'3ly for he purpose oP gaming, 
shall be pun'shable with fice whicl may extend Lo fifty 

I 
rupees. 

14. Printing. publishing or distribu ing any n e w  or infor- 
mation.-(1) No person shall print, pub1 sh, sell, distribu-je or in 

zny manner circulate any Eewsnaper, ne ;r-s-sheet or crthez- docv- 

went or any n e - ~ ~ s  or informatim, wit11 the intention of aiding 
i ~ r  facilitating gcming. 

(2) Any person who contr~venes th -. provisions of sub-sec- 

%;on (1) shall be punishable with im~risonment for s term 

v:hich may exte-ld to one montli o r  with fine u-hich mzy extent 

tc: two kundred rupees or with both. 

(3) Any Police Officer not below the rank of a Sub- 

inspector may tcter and search any p'irce for the purpgse cjf 

seizing and ma:,r seize all thicgs reast ?ably suspected ta t e  

~lsed or to be in-ended to  be use3 for thc purpose of com?nitting 

;in ofrence unde: this section. 

15. Police anay arrest without warrant in vidw of 
offence-Any Police Officer may arrest without a warrant any 
cerson committ:ng in his view- m y  oFence made pun'shable 
!)y this Act. 

16. Repeal.-(1) Any law i I force 'n  Pondicherry 3r any 

:.I-ea thereof corresponding to the prov: ;ior,s of this -4~: shall 
stand repealed as from the coming into "srce of this Act. 
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(2) Notliing in sub-section (1) shall affect- 

(a) thc previous operation of any law so repealed or 

anything c'uly done or suffered thereunder ; or 

(b) an; right, privilege, obligation or liability ac;;,uireil, 
accrued or incurred under any law so repealed ; or 

(c) an>- penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred ir! 

respect of any offenre committed against any law so 
repealed ; -jr 

(d) ang- investig~iion, legal proceeding o r  remedy in 
respect of my such right, privilege, obligation, liability, 
penalty, fc  :feiture, or punishnlent as aforewid; 

and any suck investigations, legal proceeding or remedy may 
be instituted, continued or enforced and any such penalty. 
forfeiture, or ~ u n i s h m e ~ t  may be imposed as if this Act has nn?: 
been enacted : 

Provided .hat anything done or any action taken under any 
scch law shal be deemed to have been done or taken under tire 
corresponding provision of this Act and shall continue to be in 
f x c e  accordir :ly unless and until superseded by anything done 

any action taken under this Act. 




