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THE PONDICHERRY REVENUE RECOVERY ACT, 1970
~(Act No. 14 of 1970 ) )
o 47 " 20th June 1970.

AN ACT

to provide for the recovery of arrears of revenue in the -
Union territory of Pondicherry. - '

‘BE it enacted by - the I,egis}ative Aéseﬁlbly of Pondicherry o
in the Twenty-first Yegr of the Republic  of -India as follows :—

= Short title, extent and" commencement. T,

1. (1) This Act may. be called the,,,Pondicherry Revenue
Recovery - Act, 1970. o

(2) It extends to the whole df the Umon territory of
Pondxchcrry ',,‘

(3) It shall come into force on isuch 1date as the Govern- -
ment may, by notification in the ‘Official Gazette, appoint.

- Definitions. . |
2. In this 'Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(@) “Collector” means the Secretary to  Government
Revenue, Finance, and Planning Department, Pondicherry and
includes® the Deputy Collector * (Revenue), Pondicherry for
Pondicherry region, and the Administrators, Karaikal, Mahe
and Yanam in their respective regions; - ‘

(b) *“Fasli Year” means the year commencing from the
Ist July of every year and ending with the 30th June
of next year; :

(©) “Government” means the Administrator of the Union

territory appointed by the President under article 239 of the
Constitution; :

- 1. The Act came into force on the ist day of August, 1970 vide N?.)t:ﬁcatlon
No. B-819/68-Rev. 1, dated 25th July, 1970. .
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(d) “revenue” in relatlon to land includes all dues payable -
“to  Government whether under the provisioms of any law
for the time ~being in force or . under y agreement
" in" respect..of such land; ' . T

(e) “sales. officer” means -any off;cer apbomted by the A
Government  to, hold ¥sales under ‘the’ prov;slotns of® this Act , ': :

(f) “Union temtory means the Umon territor of Pondncherzy
- ) . . ) .
Security for revenme. S,

- 3. The~tand, the bujldings upon it, ~and its products, ’
shall be regarded as ’security for payment ofl revenue.

Revenne when becomes due and payab

4. (1) -The revenue lewable on ‘account bf a fasli year '
-shall become ~due’ on the first day of that year and ‘it
shall be payable at- such times, " in such i instalments, . to
such persons, at such places and in such - mjanner, as may
be spe01f1ed by Government, by an order n{ thxs _behalf.

- (2) Any penod elapsmg between the f:r#t day of the fasli
year and any  date specified under ‘sub-section (1) for ‘the
" payment ~ of revenue shall be deemed to ;‘e a period of -
. grace and shall not affect the provisions of| sub-section .

Arxrear of revenue and defaulfe!.
~

-

S. Any instalment  of revenue or part thereof ~which s
not paid on the date specified for |payment  under ‘
section 4 shall become an arrear " of revenue| and the person . I;'f‘_;
responsible for the payment shall | become ‘aj defaulter. ‘ :

o o
An‘ear of revenue how recovere4 ’

6 Whenever re\«enue s in . arrear, Lit_ § all bc lawful for
the Codector, or - other officer empowerd by hun in this
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behalf, to _‘procéed to recover the arrear, together witﬁ
interest and. costs ~of process, «by ‘the sale of the “defaulter’s

- moveable  or immoveable property or both or ‘by exécution

against the person of the dcfaulter in the manner hereinafter’
provided: , \
‘Provided that the following ‘propefties “shall not be liable

fof sale, namely: —

(1) the necessary wearmg apparel, cooking vessels, beds
and beddmg of the defaulter, .his wife and children, and
such personal ornaments. as, in accordance with the religious
usage; cannot be parted with by any woman;

(ii) tools of artisans and, if the defaulter is an agricul-
turist, his implements of husbandry, except an implement
driven by mechanical power and such cattle and seed as
may, in the opinion of the Collector, be necessary to enabie
him to earn his . livelihood as such. and also such portion of
the - agricultural produce as in the opinion of the Collector
is necessary for the purpose of providing, until the next harvest,
for the due cultivation of the land and for the support of
the holder and his family; . -

(iii) articles set aside exclusively for the use of religiou
endowments; : ' -

(iv) houses and other buildings (with the materials and
sites ithereof Fand the land immediately appurtenant thereto
and necessary for their enjoyment) belonging to an agri-
culturist and occupied by him. i

Interést on arrears.

7. Arrears of revenue shall bear interest at the rate  of

6 percent per annum. = VAR
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Procedure for seizur¢ and sale of moveable property.

gl In the seizure and sale’ of moveable property for arrears

of revenue, the following procedure shall be followed, namely:—

@ ('a) The Collector or other officef empowered by

him .in this behalf, shail furnish to the person employed to .

distrain the property of 2 defaulter (hereinafter called the
distrainer), .a demand in writing, duly signed by him, speci-
fying the .name of the  defaulter, the amount of the arrear
"for which the distress is to be issued and the date on
which the arrear fell due. - Co

(b) The distrainer shall produce such demand to the
defaulter and if the arrear together with the. batta due to
him under section 53 is not paid at once, the demand itself
- shall be his authority for making'thc distress.

(i) On the day on which the property is distrained,
the distrainer shall deliver a copy of the demand to the defaulter,
endorsing thereon a list or inventory of the property distrained
and’ the name of the place where it may be lodged or kept.

(iii) The demand shall aiso state that the distrained
property will be immediately brought to public sale, unless
the amount,, with interest, batta, and all the expenses of
the distress, are previously discharged. '

(iv) “When a defaulter is absent, a copy of the demand
along with the endorsement, shall be fixed or left at his
usual place of residence or on the premises where the
property may have been distrained, before the expiration of the
third day -calculating from the day of the distress.

Procedure when defaulter neglects to piy after notice.

9. Where the amount due is not: paid in. accordance "with

~"the terms of the demand, and no -arrangement. for secufing

such  amount-has been entéred into to the satisfaction of

-~




the Collector or other officer ,empowered by Ium in this
behalf, the dlstramer shall transmlt an inventory of the property
distrained to’ the Sales Officer |so that it may ' be  publicly
sold for "the discharge of the {m‘ear due, with interest, batta,
and the cost of dxstraxnt. ' ? -

Distress to be mthdrawn on tendet of arrear, etc., pnor to sale.

10. Where a defaulter tenders pai{ment of the arrear demanded

together with interest, batta and all necessary expenscs attending distress
after his property has been distrained, put prior to the date fixed for
sale, the distrainer shall receive the amqum so tendered and shaII forth-
with-release the property. |

Distrained crops how dealt with.

11. (1) The distrainer attaching. ﬁhe crops or ungéthered pfodu_cts )

of the land belonging to a defaulter, may either cause them to be sold
when fit for reaping or gathering, or ni;ay cause them to be rgaped or
gathered in due season and stored in proper places until sold and in the
latter case, the expense of reaping or ggthermg and storing such crops
or products shall be defrayed by the owner upon his redeeming the
property, or from the proceeds of the sale in the event of its being sold.

(2) When crops or products belonéing to a tenant are 'sold, it shall
belawful for such tenant to deduct the %value of the crops or products
so sold from any rent which may be dueifrom him, then or afterwards,
to the defaulter, in respect of the land op which such crops or products
have been grown and it shall a(so be lawful for a tenant whose crops
are attached for an arrear of revenue to pay the arrear and deduct the

amount in the aforesaid manner from any rent due from him, then or,

afterwards.

Distrained cattle or goodé not to be used.

12. The dnstramer shall not work thc bullocks or cattle, or make '
use of the goods or effects distrained and shall provide the necessary

food for the cattle or livestock, and any expenses so incurred shall be

defrayed by the owner upon his rcdeeming the property, or from the

'proceeds of the sale in the cvent of its being sold.




Recovery 6f loss frt;m neglect in respect of distrained property.

13. Where p'roperty’ distrained or stolen or Io

t, or damaged by

‘reason of the necessary precautions for ‘its due preservation not having

been taken, or from “its having been improperly made
- of such loss or damage shall be recoverable by sumr
Collector from the officer from whose neglect or act t
was occasxoned and the amount so recovered shall be
damnified. o

Distress to be pxoportionate to the arie’ar.’

14. The distress Ievned shall not be excessive, 1
property distrained shall be as nearly_ as, possxble
the amount of the arrear. .

Time of distress.
15 Any distress shall be made after sunrise and
not otherwxse

use of, the amount
ry process by the
e loss or damage

.

hat is to say,-the
proportionate -to

before sunset and

Penalty for fraudulent conveyance of proper’ty‘ to grevent distl‘&ss.f'

16. Wherea defaulter makes any fraudulent conveyance of property
to prevent the distress for arrears, any civil court of competent jurisdic-
tion, upon proof thereof, shall summarnly cause the property to be

delivered up to the distrainer ;

o
Provided that nothing in this section shall predlude the defaulter
from being proceeded with under section 424 of the [Indian Penal Code

Central Act45 of 1860). /7

Claims to property distrained and sold.

17. Where any person, not being a defaulter og

a right to the property distrained and if the ‘distrainer causes the
property to be sold notwithstanding such claim, the ¢laimant may, after
establishing his right in a civil court of competent jurisdiction, recover
interest, cost and

from the distrainer the full value of the property wi
damages :
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Provided that no Such claim to crops on, or to be gathered from,
the land attached in the possession of the defaulter and founded " upon &
previous sale, mortgage or otherwise shall bar the claim of teyenuc due
from: that land. ) T

~

Penalty for i'orclbly or clandestmely taking away dxstramed property

18. Whereitis proved to the satisfaction of any civil court of
competent jurisdiction that. any person has forcibly or ‘clandestinely

taken away property once distrained, the court may, without prejudice -
to any action being taken under the provisions of. the Indian Penal

Code "(Central Act 45 of 1860), summarily cause such property to bc
restored to the distrainer.

What plac&s distrainer may force open.

19. It §hall be lawful for the distrainer to force open any stable,
cow-house, granary, godown, out-house or other building, and shall
also enter any dwelling house the outer door of which is open, and may
break open the door of any room in such dwelling house for the purpose
of attaching property belonging to a defauiter and lodged therein: |

: &

Provided that no apartment in such dwelling house which is in the
actual occupancy of women, who according to the usage or customs of
the country do not appear in public, shall be broken open or entered into

by the distrainer except as provided in section 20.
. . .

Powers of dlstralner to force open doors, etc., in the presence

ofa pohce officer.
’ -
20. Where a distrainer has reason to believe that the property of

a defaulter is lodged within a dwelling house, the outer door of which is
. shut or within any apartment in such dwelling house which is in the
actual occupancy of women, Who according to the usage or customs of
the country do not appear in public, such distrainer shall break apen the
dwelling house or enter the saxd apartment only in the presence:of a
police officer : .

486.
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. . Provxded that’ no apa.rtmcnt in the. actual ocfupancy of women - -
shall be entered except’ after due notice has been given for - their with-
drawal and after giving them reasonable fac1hty for such withdrawal.

" Penalty for unlawful entry. -

21. Whoever forces open the outer door of a dwelling house or
enters into an apartment which is in the actual occupancy of women in
contravention of the provisions of section 20 shall, on conviction before

."a Magistrate of the First Class, be punishable with imprisonment of
: fexther dcscrlptlon for a term not exceeding six months or with fine not
___exoeedmu five hundred rupees.

Proclamatlon of time of sale and of property to be sold.

22. (1) The sales officer shall cause 'to be affixed to the outer door
of the defaulter’s house or on the premises where the property has been
distrained, a list of the property to be sold, with a notice specifying the
place and time at which the property distrained shall be sold and shall
also cause a proclamation of the intended sale to be made by beat of

. drum in the village in which the Jandsin respect of which the arrear has
fallen due is situate and in such other place or places as the Collector
or other officer empowered by him in this behalf may consider .
necesssry. T - :

(2) No sale shall take place until after” expiration of a period of
fifteen days from the date on which the notice has been affixed under
sub-section (1).

Sale how éonductéd.

23 At the appointed time, the property shall be put up in one or
‘more lots, as the sales officer may consider advisible, and shall be sold
to the highest bidder.- Where the property is sold for more than the
amount of the arrear, the excess amount shall, after deducting the
expenses of process and interest, be paid to the defaulter. ‘




* until he has paid for the same in foll. |

‘sub-section (1), the property shall be brpuaht up for re-sale and the
- defaulting purchaser shall be liable™ for | any loss arising therefrom as

i
1

Payment on purchase of dktramed property.

24. (1) The property shall be paid for in cash at the tlme of the
sale or as soon after as the officer holdmg the sale shall appoint and the
purc‘xaser shall not beq)errmtted to carry away any part of the property

i

1

(2) Wherethe purchaser fails to pay the purchase—money under"

well as the expenses incurred on the re-sale and if the property is-sold on -
the re-sale for a higher price than the first sale, the difference or increase”
<in the price Y[shall be the property of theidefaulter, subject to the right of

the Govex nment to appropriate towards' arrears remaining, if any.].

Demand to be served prior to attaehmént of land and mode of service.

- (l) Before a Collector or otbler officer °mpowered by hlm in
this - behalf _proceeds_ to attach the* land of the defaulter, or .
buildings thereon, he shall cause a wr1tt¢n demand to be served upon . .
he defaulter, specifying the amount due, ‘the land in respect of which it
is claimed, the name of the party in arretar the batta due to the person
who shall serve the demand, and the time allowed for payment which
shall be fixed with reference to the distance from the land on which the -
arrear is due to the place at which the n'rj‘onéy is to be paid.

{2) Such demand shall be served by delivering a copy to the
defaulter, or to some adult male member of his. family at. his usual .
place of abode, or to his aut’horisedéagent, or by affixing a ccpy
thereof on some conspicuous part of his last known residence or on’
some conspicuous part of the.land about@ to be attached.

|
!

Procedure when defaulter lieglects to pay.

26. When the amount due has not been paid pursuant to the ‘terms
of the demand, and no arrangement for securing the same has been
entered into to the satisfaction of the Collﬁctor, or other officer empowered

1.~ Substituted by Act 11 of . 1973, section 2, w. ¢. f. 15—10-—1973.

~ . —
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* contained.

Mode of attachment

<27, (1) The attachment _shall be eﬁ'euted by fﬁxmg a notxce '

thereof to some conspicuous part of the land.

~ (2) The notxce referred to in sub-section (1) s all setforth that ‘
- .unless the arrear, with interest and expenses, are pai within the date

specified therein, the land shail be brought to sale in| due course of
law. ' ‘ -

; (3) The attachment shall be notified by public proclamation . on
the land, and by publicatidn of the notice in the Official Gazette.

Management of attached propehy.

- It shall be lawful for the Collector when att chmg the Iand of
a defaulter,. or at any time during such attachment, to assume the
management of the property attached and in such casd, he shall appoint
an agent with a proper establishment of officers to manage the property,

and shall give the agent a certificate of dppomtmem Wi th written instruc-.
tions under his seal and signature, and the expenses cf managemeént shall :

be defrayed out of the income of the property :

Provided that where the property is so small as got to -admit of ‘its
being charged with the salary of an agent, it shall Ye comntitted to the
care of such revenué officer as the Collector may- determine, and' all the
provisions herein contained and applicable to agents | shall be applicable
to the revenue officer in the management of the property.

) Nohce of assumpnon of manageme t.

29. Notxce of assumptlon of management of the pmperty under




Dutlm of agents

P .o

30, (1) It shall be the duty of the agent, durmg the contmuanoe .
of management under section 28, to collect the rents and profits due, or
accruing due upon the property according to the engagements subsisting
between the defaulter and the parties holding under him, or according -
to established usage where no specific engagements exist.’ ‘

(2) The agent shall keep proper account -of all his receipts and
disbursements, and submit the same and pay over the balance, to. the
Collector, or other officer empowered by him in this behalf, monthly or -
whenever required and the defaulter shall be at liberty to .inspect the’
accounts at all reasonable times and to take copies of the same. at his
own expense without payment of any fee.

Liability of agent to suit or prosecution.

31. It shall be lawful for the defaulter to proceed by prosecution
or suit against the agent, in respect of any criminal or illegal act done by
him to the injury of the defaulter or his property and all tenants or other
persons holding by subordinate title, shall have the same remedies against
such agent as they would have had against the defaulter if the act were
done by the defaulter. -

Effects of existing agreements between landholder and tenants.

-32. (1) Subject to the provision of sub-section (2), all agreements
entered into between the defaulter and ”his,tenants shall, while the
attachment is in force, be binding on the Collector.

(Z)A All'such agreements made collusively with a view to defeat or
delay the effect of the attachment and all leases of land at a fate lower
than the usual rates of lease prevailing in the locahty and not made
+bona fide for the purpose of erecting fagtories or buildings or of bringing
waste land into cultivation and all’ agreements. made subsequent to the
" attachment shall be null and void against the Collector unless he declares

-otherwise and all:.charges or any encumbrances upon such land shall be
postponed to the payment of the revenue :

490




Prowded that nothing in this section shall affect the. right of the

" court to establish their claim. o

Payments by tenants.

/33, (1) All payments relating to rent or profits actually due, made
before the public proclamation of the notice of assum ption of manage,
ment under section 29 to or on behalf of any defauiter by any person
" holding under him, shall not b called i question by the Collector.

(2) All paymetits referred to in sub-section (1) made after such
public proclamation, or made before they were actually due shall be
aull and void against the Collector who shall be entitled to recover, as
arrears of rent, the full amount from the parties by whom it was paid
leaving them to proceed against the defaulter by way of suit.

Settlement on withdrawal of attachment.

34, All sums received from the property attached, shall, after

paying the expenses of attachment and management, be credited towards )

the discharge of the arrears due, and interest-thereon at the rate of six

per cent per annum, and as soon as all arrears, interest, costs of attach-

ment, and expense of management have been liquidated, the attachment
. shall be withdrawn, and a full account shall be rendered of all rccelpts
- and disbursements during the continuance of such attachment.

Release of land from attachment by pérsons intetested. '

35. (1)-It shall be lawful for any persoa claiming an interest in land
which has.been or is about to be, attached, to obtain its release by
paying the arrears, interest thereof and cost incurred on such
attachment. ‘ :

3

.(2) Any tenant making a payment under sub-section (1) may
deduct such sum paid from any rent then or afterwards due by him .to
the defaulter.

€
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. shall be liable to forfelturc ;

(3) If such sums are paid byla bona fide.mortgagee or other
encumbrancer upon the property or by any person not being in posses-
sion thereof but bona fide claiming an interest therein adverse to the
defaulter, the amounts paid shall be a lcharge upon the land.

i

.. Procedare in sale of nninovable property. -

36. In the sale of 1mmovable property under this Act, the
following procedure shall be followed \namely —_— , '

] (i) The sale shall be made by public auction to the highest bidder-
and the time and place of sale shall be fixed by the Collector in whose

jurisdiction the property is situated or iother officer empowered by him
in this behalf :

Provided that no sale shall be conﬂucted during the currency of a
Fasli year.

(i) The Collector, or other officer empowered by himin this
behaif shall, before every sale is held under this section, issue a notice
thereof in English and in the languege of the region, specifying thc
name of the defaulter, the position and extent of land and of his
bmldmgs thereon, the amount of revenue assessed on the land, or upon. -
its-different sections, the proportion of! the public revenue due durmg ’
the remainder of the current fasli, and the time, place, and conditions
of sale and the notice shall befixed up one month at least before the
* date of sale in the Collector’s Office, in the Office of the Tahsildar or
Deputy Tahsildar, as the case may be; in the nearest police station—
house, and on some conspicuous part of! the land. k

(i) A sum of moneyequal to fifieen per cent of the price of .
the land shall be deposited by the purchaser in the hands of the
Collector, or other Officer empowered by him in this behalf, at the
time of the purchase, and if the remaxdder of the purchase money is
not paid within thirty days of such purchase, the money so deposned

‘\ < 492




© (iv)  Where the purchaser refuses or omits to deposit the said sum

* of money, or to complete the payment of the remaining purchase-money

within the period specified in clause (iii), the property shall be re-sold

at the expense and hazard of such purchaser, and the amount of all loss

or expense which may attend such refusal or ‘omission sh’aill be recover-

able from such purchaser in the same manner as arrears of revenue and

" where in the second sale, thelands are sold for a higher price than at

- the first sale, the difference or increase in the pnce shall be credited to
the defaulter. :

S T i e i T

o (v) All persons bidding at a sale shall be required to state ‘whether
they are bidding on their own behalf or as agents, and, in the latter case,
- a written authority signed by their principals shall be deposited failing
which their bids shall be rejected.

Certam provisions of section 36 not to apply to cases of purchase by .
Government. , _ . -

¥

37. , The provisions of clauses (i) and (iv) of sdction 36 shall not
apply to cases where immovable property sold umder this Act is :
purchased by the Government. C
R : . : . S . i

oy i

Tender of arrears up to sunset on day before sale. it

- 38, (t) It shall becompctent to lhe defaulter pr to any person ji
- acting on his behalf, or claiming an interest in the la d 10 ,tender the v
full amount of the arrears of revenue with the interest thereon, and all ’ b
charges which have been incurred in demanding the arrears, or in
attaching or managing the estate or in taking the stepy necessary for sale
-~ & yup to the day previous to the date fixed for sale under section 36 and
- -the sale shall thereupon be stayed. = - . o ,

.. (2)  All sums paid under this section or under $ection 39 by any
tentant or a bona fide mortgagee or other encumbramncer or any - person ' ol
clainting an intefest in the property adverse to the de: ultcr may be ré- o
covered in the manner laid down in section 35.




Application to set aside sale ‘of immovable property on deposit. -

39. (1) Any person owning or claiming an interest in immovable
property sold under this Act, may, at any time within thirty days from
the date of sale, deposit into the treasury of the region in which the
immovable property is situated— i

(a) a sumequal to five per cent of the pufchaée monEy, and

(6) asum equal to the arrears of revenue for which the immov-"
able property was sold, together with interest thereon and the
expenses of attachment, management and sale and other costs due in
respect of such arrears, and may apply to the Collector to set aside ‘
the sale. :

(2) . If such deposit and application are made within thirty days
from the date of sale, the Collector shall pass an order setting aside the -
sale, and shall repay to the purchaser the purchase money so far as it
has been deposited, together with the five per cent deposited by the
applicant :

Provided that if more persons than one have made the deposit and -
application under this section, the application of the first depositor to
the officer authorised to set aside the sale shall be accepted. '

(3) Ifa person applies under section 40 to set aside the sale of

~ immovable property, he shall not, unless he withdraws such application,

be entitled to make an application under this section.

Application to set aside sale on grounds of mistake, fraud, etc. -

40. (1) At any time within thirty days from the date of the sale
of immovable property, an application may be made to the Collector to
set aside the sale on the ground of some material irregularity, or mistake,
or fraud, in publishing or conducting it, but, except as otherwise is
hereinafter provided, no sale shall be. set .aside on the ground of any-
guch irregularity or mistake unless the applicant proves to the satis—

- faction of the. .Collector that he has sustained - substantial mjury by

reason thereof
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(2) If the apphcauon made under sub-secfion (l) is allowed, the
Collector shall set aside the sale and may direct a fresh one.

(3) On the expiration of thirty days from the date of the sale, if

"no application to have the sale set aside is made under section 39 or

under sub-section (1) or if such appiication.has been made and rejected,
" the Collector shall make an order confirming the sale: -

- Provided that if the Collector has reason to think that the sale
ought to be set aside notwithstanding that no such application has been
made or on grounds other than those alleged in any application which
has been made and rejected, he may, after recording his reasons in
writing, set aside the sale.

“ Whenever the sale of any lands is not so confirmed or is'set
aside, the deposit or the purchase money, as the case may be, shall be
returned to - the purchaser. -

(5) After the confirmation of any such sale; the Collector shall
register the lands sold in the name of the person declared to be the
purchaser and shall execute and grant a certificate of sale bearing his
- seal and signature to such purchaser.

(6) The certificate of sale granted under sub-section (5) shall
state the property sold and the name-of the purchaser, and it shall be
conclusive evidence of the fact of such purchase unless the authority
before whom it is produced doubts its genuineness.

Proclamation of salé.

“- 41, Where lands are purchased at public sale under this Act, the
“Collector, or other oificer empowered by him in this behalf, shall publish
in the village in which the land is situated, in the Office of Tahsildar or
Deputy Tahsildar as the case may be, in the Office of the Collector,
and in the Official Gazette, the name of the purchaser and the date” of
purchase, together with a declaration of the lawful succession of such
purchaser to all the rights and property of the former landholder in
thc said lands.
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Delivery of l possession. |

i ) 42. Where, notwithstanding shch publication under Egétion 4, -
: any lawful purchaser of land is prevanted from obtaining” pbss\es‘sion, of
] the land, any court of competent jurisdiction, shall, on application and' <
| production of the certificate of sale éranbed under section 40, cause the
' proper- process to be issued for the purpose of putting such _purchaser in
[ . possession in the same manner as if the said lands had been decreed to
; the purchamr by a decision of such qourt o :

Contracts and payments! Hifidiiig on purchaser, - . S

43. All contracts entered into li»y the defaulter with his tenants, -
and all payments made to him bythe aid tenants shall be- binding upon -
the purchaser to the same extent andl under the same conditions as the
contracts and payments are bmdmg dm the Co]lector under sectlons 32
and 33.

; " Saleto be,f;'ee of all encumbrénces and diéposal of surplus.

44. All lands brought tosale pn account of arrears of revenué

shall be sold free of all encumbranceq‘, and if any amount remains after

. liquidating the arrears with interest and the expenses of attachment and

| sale. énd other costs due in respect toisuch arrears, it shall be paid over

; to the defaulter unless such paymeht is prohibited by any court of .
J competent jurisdiction. . 3

TN - S )
45. Arrears of rent which on the date of sale is due to the de-y
faulter from his tenants. shall, in the:event of the sale, be recoverable .

by him after the sale, by any procpss, except distraint which would

have been utilised by him for that purpose before the saxd sale.

Recovery of arrears due to déi’aulter (on.'the‘ date of sales _

- Sale of land for arrears.

- 46. It shall be lawful for the Collector, or othet" officer empower—~
‘éd by him in this bebalf; to sell the'|whole or any ‘portion of the land
of a defaulter in the discharge of an arrear of revenue: :

pe
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Provided that, as far as may be pxacticable,

of the land shall be sold than may be necessary to dlrhargc the arrears

po larger portion

with interest, the expenses of attachment, management and sale:

Sale may be postponed on tender of

47, (1) When a defaulter tenders security, 1t sh

- Collector, or other officer empowered by him in’ this

it and postpone the sale of the.defaulter’s property
tions and until such time as he may ‘appoint.

|
urity.

11 be lawful for the
s behalf, to accept
upon such condi-

(2) In the event of default being made in the performance of such

. conditions, the  Collector. or such officer may. sell
. proc:ed against the defaulter or against his security,

the property and
or both.

Powers of arrest in case of wilful or franduleit non-payment of arrears.

48. When arrears of revenue, with interest
cannot be liquidated by the sale of the property
of his surety, and the Collector has reason to believd
or his surety is wilfully withholding the payment of
been guicty of fraudulent conduct in order to evade

of the defaulter or
that the defaulter
he arrears, or has
pay_ment, it shall be

lawful for him to cause the arrest and imprisonment of the ‘defaulter

or his surety, not being a female, in the manner speexﬁed in section 49

Provided that no person shall be imprisoned jon account of an

arrear of revenue for a longer pcnod than two year

or for 2 longer

period than six montbs, if the arrear does not exceed rupees five
hundred, or for a longer period than three months, if the arrear

does not exceed rupees fifty:

Provided further that such imprisonment shall
debt due to the Government by the defanlter, or his

Procedure in case of arrest.

49. (1) The Collector shall issue a warrant fof
defaulter, or his surety, or both which shall specxfy

:49-7
122/2-32
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not extmgulsh ‘the .
ret
surety. S

the arrest of the
his name or their

and other charges
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f gg S _names, the amount of revenue due and ‘the‘ date on which ‘it bscame
payable and the warrant shall be signed and sealed by the authority

by whom. it was issued.

s - (2) The officer charged with the exccution of the warrant shall
thereupon arrest the defaulter or his surety, or both- and send him or.
them to the Central Jail at Pondicherry, and ‘deliver the warrant to the
Jailor, which shall be a sufficient authority to him to receive the prisoner
or prisoners.

(3) A copy of such warrant shall be retained by the jailor, who -
shall forthwith despatch the ongmal to the officer in-charge of the
i ’ Central Jail.

Mode of enforcing payment by sureties.

; '50. All the remedies specified by this Actin case of revenue
P defaulters may be employed against their suretiee, and it shall be lawfu]
for the Collector, or other officer empowered by him in this behalf, to
enforce the same simultaneously with, or either previously or subse-
D qucnﬂy to, their enforcement against the defaulters; so, however, that
i ~ not more than the total sum in arrears, and interest with costs and
' charges, shall be realised from the defaulters and the sureties. ‘

Removal of c'rops may be prevented where revenue is pay;ible in kind.

" 51. When land revenue is payable in kind, it shall be lawful for the
: Collector or other officer pmpowered by him in this behalf, to prevent
P . the removal of the crop from the land until a division has been made,
, and the portion which belongs to the Government has been set apart,
. . unless the landholder furnishes such security as the Collector may deem
satisfactory.

*  Similar process in case of other species of revenue, advances, fees,
cesses, efc.

52. All arrears of revenue other than land revenuo due to the- -
. ‘Government, all advances made by the Government for cultivation or
other purposes connected with the revenue, all fees or other dues payable
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by any person to or on behalf of the village servants employed in
revenue or police duties, all cesses lawfully imposed upon land and all
sums due to the Government, including compensation for any loss or
damage sustained by them as a result of a breach of contract, may be
recovered in the same manner as arrears of land revenue under the
provisions of this Act, unless the recovery thereof has bcen or may
hcreafter be otherwise specially provided for.

Process servers to be paid batta..

-

53. The persons employed in serving notices, or other processes
under this Act, shall be entitled to batta at such rates as may, from time
to time, be fixed by the Government and published in the Official Gazette.

Interest and charges recoverable as arrears.

54. The batta fixed under section 53 as well as interest and all costs

and charges incurred under the authority of this Act, shall be recover-
able from the defauiter or his sureties in the same” manner as arrears
of revenue.

Who to bear expense of countermanded sale and recovery thereof.

55. Where property attached or distrained is put up for sale, and
the sale is countermanded, the proprietor shall, nevertheless, be respon—
sible for the expenses incurred in consequence of the attachement or
distraint, in the same manner as if the sale had taken place; and in the
event of such propnetor omitting to dlscharge the amount, it shall be
recoverable by the same process under which the original demand
would bave been recoverable. . '

Receipts for payments of revenue.

56. Every person making a payment of revenue shall be entitled to
a receipt for the same, signed by the Collector or other officer empo-
“wered by him in this behalf and such receipt shall state the name of the
person making the payment and the subject-matter in respect of which
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it is paid, and, in case of land revenue, shall describe the land on ‘which .
the assessement is due and the names of The persons entered in respect
thereof in the settlement account.

i

Procedure where defaulter or surqty resides out of region. -

_ . 57. (1) Whére a defaulter or his surety resndes or holds property
outside a region, wherein default has been made, the Collector of the
region, in which such defaulter or. surety resides or holds property shall,-
on the written application of the Collector in whose region such default
has been reade, proceed in all respects against the defaulter and his
surety, and his or their property in the same manner as if the default
had been madein his own region. 7

-

(2) Every apphcanon under sub-sectlon (1) shall bc signed and- -
sealed by the Collector making it and Fhall be conclusive as to the
amount due, and the party in arrear, in all proceedings against the
Collector acting gpon such application, or any person acting under his
authority; and no proof of the seal, or. $ignature or official character
of the Collector making the application ishall‘ be required, unless the
court has reason to doubt its genuineness:

_ Provided that nothing herein conitained shall affect the right
of any party to sue in his own regxon the Collector who made
the apphcatxon | :
|
3 A Collector may delegate all or any of his powers and
_ daties under this section to any subordinate revenue officer not
below the rank of a Deputy Tahsildar.

, |

Cognizance of questions relatixjhg to rate of revenue.

58. No Civil Court shali have authdf;rity to take into consideration.
or decide any question as to the rate of |land revenue payable to -the
Government, or as to the amount of asseésment ﬁxed or to be hereafter L
fixed on the portions of a divided estage. -




I

Shits by persons aggneved by pmeeedu{gs B

59. Nothing contained in this Act shall prevent thg parties deemmg
themselves aggrieved by any proceedings under this "Act, except as

hereinbefore contained in section 58, from applyxng o the civil courts

such suit unless
which the cause

-~ Provided that no gourt shall take cognizance o
-it is instituted within six months from the date on
of action arose.

for redress : ) ‘{

Claim of Government to have precedence over all others.

60. The claim of the Government to any m{oncys recoverable
under the provisions of this Act shall have precedenge over any other
debt, demand or claim whatsoever whether in relation to any mortgage,

judgment, decree, execution or attachment or otherwise against any.

land or the holder thereof.

1
Repeal and savings. 1
|

61. All laws in force in the Union territory corresponding to the
provisions of this Act shall stand repealed as fro
force of this Act:

Provided that anything done or any action takem, including any
notification, instruction or direction issued, propefties distrained or
sold, under the law so repealed, shall be deemed to have'becn done

or taken under the provisions of this Act and shall continue to be in

force accordingly unless and until superseded by anyrhmg done or any
action taken under this Act ) |
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