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THE PONDICHERRY REVENUE RECOVERY ACT, 1970. ' 

( A C ~  NO. i4 of ,1970 ) 
I 

'I 
' 20th June 1970. 

AN ACT , 
I 

to provide for tbe recovery of ar ears of revenue in the 
* i 

Union temt~ry of Pondicherry. 1 
/BE it enacted by - the iegis!atide Assembly of Pondicherry 

in the Twenty-first Yefr of the RepuMic of India as follows :- 

So*- title, extent and ~(mmekement. 8 

1. (1) This Act may be called ithe Pondicherry Revenue 
Recovery Act, 1970. 

(2) It extends to the whole o/f the Union territory of 
Pondicherry. / 

I 

(3) It shall come intb force on isuch 1 date as the Govern- 
ment may, by notification in the OBcial Gazette, appoint. 

Definitions. , 
1 

2. In this Act, unless the contbxt otherwise requires,- 

(a) "Collector" means the *cretary ro Government 
Revenue, Finance, and Planning D!epartment, Pondicherry and 
includes. the Deputy Collector d~evenue), Pondicherry for 
Pondicherry region, and the Admi~t r r to rs ,  Karaikat, Mahe 
and Yanam in their respective regions; 

(b) "Fasli Year" means the yeair commencing from the 
1st July of every year and ending with the 30th June 
of next year; 

(c) "Government" means the bdministrator of the Union 
- 

territory appointed by the President under article 239 of the 

I 
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I 

Secr~rity for revenue. 

such persons, at such plac~s and in such ntanner, as may 
be specified by Government,. by an - order id this behalf. 

responsible for the payment shall, become a defaulter. 

Arrear of revenue how recover 

the Collector, or other officer empowerd 

12212-3 1 
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behalf, to proceed to recover the arrear, together with 
interest and costs of process, by the sale of the'defadter's 
moveable or  immoveable property or  both or by execution 
against the person of the defaulter in the manner hereinafie~ 
provided : 

/ \  

Provided that the following properties shall not be Jiab!e 

I I) for sale, namely: - 
- - - - 

fl - 
(i) the necessary wearing apparel, cooking vessels, beds 

and bedding of the defaulter, .his wife and children, and 
such personal ornaments as, in accordance with the religious 
usage, cannot be parted with by any woman; 

I 

( i i )  tools df artisans and, if the defaulter is an agricul- 
turist, his implements of husbandry, except an implement 
driven by mechanical power and such cattle and seed as 
may, in the opinion of the Collector, be necessary to enable 
him to earn his livelihood as such and also such portion of 
the agricultural produce as in the opinion of the Collector 
is necessary for the purpose of providing, until the next harvest. 
for the due cultivation of the land and for the support of 
the holder and his family; . 

(iii) articles set aside exclusively for the use of religiou 
endowments ; 

(ivj houses and other buildings (with the materials and 
sites jthereof land the land immediately appurtenant thereto 

C and necessary for their enjoyment) belonging to an  agri- 
culturist and occupied by him. 

. Interest on arrears. 

7. Arrears of revenue shall bear interest at the rate of 
6 per cent per annum. ' 

. -1' 



Procedure for seizure and sale of moveable property. 

8. In the seizure and sale' of moveable property for arrears 
of revenue, the following procedure shall be fol!owed, namely:- 

(i) (a) The Collector or other officer empowered by 
him , in this behalf, shzll furnish to the person employed to 
distrain the property of a defaulter (hereinafter called the 
distrainer), a demand in writing, duly signed by him, speci- 
fying the -name of the' defaulter, the amount of the arrear 
for which the distress is to be issued and the date on , 

which the arrear fe!l due. 

(b) The distrainer shall produce such denland to the 
defaulter and if the arroar together with the batta due to 
him under section 53 is not p a ~ d  at once, the demacd itself 
shall be his authority for making the distress. 

(ii) On the day on which the property is distrained, 
the distrainer shall deliver a copy of th'e demand to the defaulter, 
endorsing thereon a list or inventory of the property distrained 
and the name of the place yhere it may be lodged or kept. 

(iii) The demand shall also state that the distrained 
property will be immediately brought to public sale, unless 
the amount,, with interest, batta, and all the expenses of 
the distress, are previously discharged. / 

(iv) When a defaulter is absent, a copy of the demand 
along with the endorsement, shall be fixed or left a t  his 
usual place of residence or on the premises where the 
property may have been disirained, before the expiration of the 
third day calculating from the day of the distress. 

Procedure when defaulter neglects to pay after notice. 

1 9. Where the amount due is not paid in accordance with 
' tbe terms of the demand, and no arrangement. for securing * 

such amount has been entered into' to the satisfaction of i s 
I 
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the Collector or other officer ,empowered by him in this 
behalf, the distrainer shall transmij en inventory of the property 
distrained to the Sales Officer i so that it may be pub1 
sold for the discharge of the grrear due, with interest, ba 
and the cost of diswaiot. A 

Distress to be withdrawn on tended of arrear, etc., prior to sale. 
, 

10. Where a defaulter tenders pabment of the arrear demanded 
together with interest, batta and all nwssary expenses- attending distress 
after his property has been dhtrained, put prior to the date fixed for 
sale, the distrainer shall receive the amqupt so lenderid and shall forth- 
witkrelease the property. . 

Distrained crops how dealt with. 

l I. /1) The distrainer attaching tbe crops or ungathered products 
of the land belonging to a defaulter, m4y either cause them to be sold 
when fit for reaping or gathering. or day  cause them to be ~ a p d  or 
gathered in due seasor?. and stored in prQper places until sold and in the 
latter case, the expense of reaping or gethering and storing such crops 
or products shall be defrayed by the obner upon his redeeming the 
property, or from the proceeds of the shle in the event of its being sold. 

(2) When crops or products belonking to a telia;; are sold, it shall 
be lawful for such tenant to deduct the'value of the crops or products 
so sold from any rent which may be due ;from him, then or afterwards, 
to the defaulter, in respect of the land op which such craps or products 
have been grown aod it shall also be lav+ful for a tenant whose crops 
an: atkched for an arrear of revenue to pay the arrear and deduct the 
amount in the aforesaid manner from any. rent due from him, then or. 
afterwards. 

Distrained cattle or good$ not to be used. 
. -] 

12. The distrainer shall not work the bullocks or cattle, or make 
use of the goods or effects disttained and shall provide the necessary 
food for the cattle or livestock, and an$ expenses so incurred shall be 
defrayed by the owner 
proceeds of the sale in t 
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I 
Recovery of loss from neglect in respect of distrai 4 ed property. I 

13. Where property distrained or stolen or 
reason of the necessary precautions for its due 
been taken, or from its having been 
of such loss or damage shall be,recoverable by 
Collector from the officer from whose neglkt 

-- . was occasioned and the amount so recovered shall be aid to the 
damnsed. I' 

I 

to be pmportio~ate to the arr+r., 

14. The distress levied shall not be excessive, Qat is to say, the 
property distrained shall be as nearly as. possible proportionate to 
the amount of the arrear. . - i 

I 

Tm of distress. I 
15. Any distress shall be made after sunrise an before sunset and 

not otherwise. 
4 
i 
I 

Penalty for fraudulent conveyance of prope;ty to irevent distress.. 

16. K Where a defaulter makes any frhuc!ulcnt conjeyance of properfy 
to prevent the distress for arrean, any civil court of Lompetent jurisdic- !* 
tion, upon proof thereof, shall summarily cause i 
deIivered up to the distrainer : Y '  

Provided that nothingin this section shall pre 
from being proceeded with under section 424 of :he 

t ' 
I 

Central Act 45 of 1860). f 
4 .  

Claims to property d i s h a i d  and sold. 

17. Where any person, n 
a right to the property distrai 
propcrty to be sold notwithstail 
establishing his right in a civil 
from the distrainer the full valu 
damages ; 



Provided that no such claim to crops on, or to be gathered from, 
the land attached in the possession of the defaulter and foundedupon a 
previous sale, mortgage or otherwise shall bar the claim of revenue due 
from that land. 

Penalty for forcibly or clandestinely t+ng away distrained property. ' 

18. Where it is proved to the satisfaction of any civil court of 
competent jurisdiction that any person has forcibly or clandestinely 
taken away property once distiained, the court may, without prejudice . 
to any action being taken under the provisions of* the Indian Penal 
Code '(Central Act 45 of 1860), summarily cause such property to be 
restored to the distrainer. 

I 

What places distrainer may force open. 

19. It shall be lawful for the distrainer to force open any stable, 
cow-house, granary, godown, out-house or other building, and shall 
also enter any dwelling house the outer door of which is.open, and may 
breakopen the door of any room in such dwelling house for the purpose 
of attaching property belonging to a defaulter and lodged therein : , 

C 

Provided that no apartment in such dwelling house which is in the 
actual occupancy of women, who according to the usage or customs of 
the country do not appear in public, shall be broken open or entered into 
by the distrainer except as provided in section 20. 

\ 

Powers of distrainer to force open doors, etc., in the presence 
of a police officer. 

C 

20. Where a distrainer has reason to believe that the property of 
a defaulter is lodged within a dwelling house, the outer door of which is 
shut or within any apartment in such dwelling ho? which is in the 
actual occupancy 9f women, who according to tbe usage or customs of 
the wuntry do not appear in public, such distrainer shall break apea the 
dwelling h o w  or enter tlk said apartm&t only ia the presence. of a 
police officer : . 
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, Provided that no apartment in the actual yupancy  of women 
shall be antered except.after due notice has been given for their with- 
drawal and after giving them reasonable facility for such withdrawal. 

Penalty for unlawful entry. 
I I; 
I 

21. Whoever forces open the outer door of a dwelliag houy or ii 

enters into an apartment which is in the actual occupancy of women in \,i 

contravention of the provisions of sectioil20 shall, on conviction before / * 

a Magistrate of the First Class, be punishable with imprisonment of 
either description for a term not exceeding six months or with fine not 
exceeding five hundred rupees. 

Proclamation of time of saleQand of property to be sold. 

22. (1) The sales officer shall cause :to be affixed to the outec door 
of the defaulter's house or on the ptemises where the property has been 
distrained, a list of the property to be sold, with a notice specifying the 

' placa and tinie at which the property distrained shall be sold and shall 
also cause a proclamation of the intended sale to be made by beat of 
drum in the village in which the lands in respect of which the arrear has 
fallen due is situate and in such otherplace or piaces as the Collector * 

or other officer empowered by him in this behalf may consider 
necess;. ry. 

(2) No sale shall take place until after expiration of a period of 
fifteen days from the date on which the notice has been affixed under 
sub-section (1). .. -. . 

Sale how conducted. 

23. - At the appointed time, the property shall be put up in one or 
. more lots, as the sales officer may consider advisible, and ;hall be sold 
' 

to the highest bidder. Where the property is sold for more than the 
"mount of the arrear, the excass amount shall, after deducting the 

expenses of process and interest, be paid to the defaulter. 

487 



3 

I 
I: 

I A 
.*4 

Payment on purchase of dktrained property. -2 

24. (1) The property shalt be paid for in cash at the time of the 
sale or as soon after as the officer holdink the sale shall appoint and the 
p~rc5aser shall not b e ~ r m i t t e d  to ca rq  away any part of the property 
until he has paid for the same in full. ' 

(2) Wherethe purchaser fails to I)ay the purchase-mon€y under . 
sub-section (I), the property shall be brbught up for re-sale and the 
defaulting purchaser shall be liable for any loss, arising therefrom as - 
wen as t& expenses incu~red on the re-&e and if the property is-sold on 
the re-sale for a higher price than the fir$t sale, the difference or increase 
.in the price llshall be the property of theldefaulter, subject to the right of 
the Govel nment fo appropriate towards arrears remaining, if any.]. 

Demand to be served prior to attachmftnt of land and mode of service. 
I 

- 25, (1) Before a Collector, or o t b r  officer empowered by him in 
this behalf, .proceeds to attach thei land of the defaultor, or 
buiidings thereon, he shall cause a written demalid to be served upon . 
he defaulter, specifying the amount due, the land id respect of which it 
is claimed, the name of the party in arrdar, the bath due to the person - 
who shall serve the demand, and the qime allowed for payment which 5 
shall be fixed with reference to the distaqca from the land on which the 
arrear is due to the place at which the qoney is to be paid. 

1 
7 

(2) Suchdemand shall be served by delivering a copy to the 
defaulter, or to some adult male member of his family at his usual , , +q 
place of abode, orato his authorised 1 agent, or by affixing a ccpy 
thereof on some conspicuous part of his last known residence or on. ' 

some conspicuous part of the land about1 to be attached. .4 

Procedure when defaulter ljeglects to pay. 

26. When the amount d ie  has not ibeen paid pursuant to the-terms 
of the demand, and no arrangement r securing the same hds been. 4. entered into tathe satisfaction of h e  Collytor, or other officer empowered . 

1. Substituted by Act 11 of 1973, secdon 2, w. e. f. 1:-10--1973. 
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by him in this behalf, he shall proceed to recover 
5 attachnient and sale of the defaulter's land in the I 
t:' contained. 
'a' t Mode of attachment. 
k3 \ 
.g . ' -. 27. (1) The atfachment shalt be effected by 

thereof to some, wnspicuous part of the land. 
t 

2. - (2) The notice referred to in sub-section (1) s 
unless the arrear, with interest and ex$enses, are pai 

- specified therein, the land shall be brought to sale 
- law. I 

(3) The attachment shall be notified by pu 
the land, and by publication of the nctice in the 

Mauagement of attached property. . 
28. It shall be lawful for the Collector, w 

a defaulter,. or at any time 'during such att i 
C management of the property attached and in s 

an agent with a proper establishment of office 
l and shall give the agent a certificate of appoi 
L tions under his seal and signature, an3 the 

be defrayed out of the income of the property : 
g 
a Provided that where the yrosrty 

being charged with the salary of an 1 n 

care of such revenue o%cer as the I i t  

provisions herein contained and 
p* 

* 
29. Notice of assumption of management of the property under . . section 28 shall Torthwith be served on the defaulter in the same manner 

5 in which a demand is served under section 25 and s also be notified 
[ b y  proclamation on the land and by publication in ~ a r e t b .  , 



Duties of agents. 
C 

30. (1) It shall be the duty of the agent, during the continuance 
of management under section 28, to collect the rents and profits due, or 
accruing due upon the property according to the engagements subsisting 
&tween the defaulter and the parties holding under him, or according 
to established usage where no specific engagements ex~st. 

(2) The agent shall keep proper account of all his receipts and 
disbursements, and submit the same and pay over the balance, to the 
Collector, or other officer empowered by him io this behalf, monthly or 
whenever required and the uefaulter shall be at liberty to inspect the 
accounts at all reasonable times ,and to take copies of the same at his 
own expense without payment of any fee. 

Liability of agent to suit or prosecution. 

31. It shall be lawful for the defaulter to proceed by prosecution 
or suit against the agent, in respect of any criminal or illegal act done by 
him to the injury of the defaulter or his property and all tenants or other 
persons holding by subordinate title, shall have the same remedies against 
such agent as they would have had against the defaulter if the act were 
done by the defaulter. 

Effects of existing agreements between landholder and tenants. 
- 

32. (1) Subject to the provision of sub-section (2), ail agreements 
entered into between the defaulter and his tenants shall, while the 
attachment is in force, be binding on the Collector. . 

(2) A11 such agreements made collusively with a view to defeat o r  
delay the effect of the attachment and all leases of land at a rate .lower 
than the usual rates of lease prevailing in the iocality and not made 

-born fide for the p6rpose of erecting faaories o r  buildings or of bringing 
waste land into cultivation and all' agreements made subsequent to the 
attacbmcnt shall be null and void .?gainst the Collector unless he declares 

- otherwise and all charges or any encumbrances upon ruch land shall be 
postponed to the payment of the revenue : 



k Provided that nothing in this section shall affect the right of the ' parties to such agreement to bring a suit against the Collector in a civil 
court to establish their claim. 

Payments by tenants. 

33. (1) All payments relating to rent or profits actually due, made 
before the public proclamation of the notice of assumption of manage, 

1 , 
ment under section 29 to or on behalf of any defaulter by any person 
holding under him, shall not b: ca!led ifi question by the Collector. 

(2) All payments referred to in sub-sectlon (1) made after such 
. public proclamation, or made before they were actually due shall be 

nuffand voidagainst the Collector who shall be entitled to recover, as 
arrears of rent, the full amount from the parties by whom it was paid 
leaving them to proceed against the defaulter by flay of suit. 

Settlement on withdrawal of attachment. I 
34. All sums received from the property attached, shall, after 

paying the expenses of attachment and n~anagement, be credited towards 
the discharge of the arrears due, and interest thereon at the rate of six 
per cent per annum, and as soon as all arrears, interest, costs of attach- 
ment, and expense of management have been liquidated, the attachment 
shall be withdrawn, and a full account shall be rendered of all receipts 
and disbursements during the continuance of such attachment. 

Retease of land from attachment by @mus interested. ' 

35. (l).It shall be lawful for any person claiming an interest in land 
which has been or is about to' be, attached, to obtain its relea& by 
paying the arrears, interest thereof and cost incurred on such 
attachment. J 

. (2) Any tenant making a payment under sub-section (I) may 
deduct such sum paid from any rent then or afterwards due by him to 
the defaulter. 
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(3) If such sums are paid by a bona jide mortgagee or other 
encumbrancer upon the property or by any person not being in posq- 
sion thereqf but bonafide claiming a@ interest therein adverse to th 
defaulter, the amounts paid shall be ,a ]charge upon the land. 

I 
1 

i Ptocednre in sale of imovable property. - 
1; 1 - 

36. In the sale of immovable property under this Ac 
follawing procedure shall be followed, namely:- 

i (i) The sale shall be made by auction to the bighest bidder 

and the time and place of sale shall be fixed by the Collector in who 
jurisdiction the property is situated or 'other officer empowered by hi 
in this behalf: 

Provided that no sale shall be coni;tucted during the currency of a 
Fasit year. 

(ii) The Collector, or other o@er empowered by him in this 
behalf shall, before every sale is held uqder this section, issue a notice 
thereof in English ar?d in the langudge of the region, syecifyiog 

I name _of the defaulter, the position qnd extent of land and of 
buildings thereon, th: amount of revenw assessed on the land, or upon 

i its-different sections, the proportion of' the public revenue due durin 
the remainder of the current fasli, and tbe time, place, and conditions 

1 

of sale and the notice shall be fixed up pne month at least before th 
' date of sale in the CoUector's,Office, in the Office of the Tahsildar 

Deputy Tahsildar, as the case may be, in the nearest police station-. 
house, and on some conspicuous part of'the land. 

I 

(iii) A sum of money equal to meen per ccnt of the price of . 
the land shall be deposited by the prchaser in the hands of the 

shall be liable to forfeiture. 



B 
$r 

t .  - (iv) Where the purchaser refuses or omits to de 
of money, or to complete the payment of the 

. within the period specified in clause (iii), 

able from such purqhpser in the same manner as arrea s of revenue and 
: where in the second sale, the lands are sold for a high r price than at 
B L f 

fhe first sale, the difference or inciease in the ' 1 
! I  

the defaulter. . 
(v) All persons bidding at a sale shall be 

tbey are bidding on their own behalf or as agents, and, in the latter case, 
- a written authority signed by their principals shall b 1 deposited failing 

. which their bids shall be rejected. 
r 
. . 

i Certain provisions of seetiolt 36 not to 

c. 

1 

Government. 
F 

37. , The provisions of clauses 
, apply to cases where immovable 
I, 
I., purchased by the Government. 15 , 

I 

38. (1) It shall be competent to the \ * I  .. 
\&ting on his behalf, or claiming an interest I 

full amount of the arrears of revenue ! i , i 
I 

0 .  

; attaching or managing the estate or in taking the 
. ' up to the day previous to the date fixed for sale 

the sale shall thereupon be stayed. 

3 (2) All sums paid under this section or under iection 39 by any i I 
I 
f 

tentant or a bona jide niortgagee or other encumbra 
clainhg an interest in the property adverse to the 
covered in the manner laid down in section 35. 1 !ill 



Application to set aside sale bf immovable property on deposit. . 

39. (1) Any person owning or claiming an interest in immovable 
property sold under this Act, may, at any time within thirty days from 
the date of sale, deposit into the treasury of the region in which the 
immovable property is situated- 

(a) a sum equal to five per cent of the purchase money, and 

(5) a sum equal to the arrears of revenue for which the immov- 
able property was sold, together with interest thereon and the 
expenses of attachment, management and sale and other costs due in 
respect of such arrears, and may apply to the Collector to set aside 
the sale. 

(2) If such deposit and application are made within thirty days 
from the date of sale, the Collector shall pass an order setting aside the 
sale, and shall repay to the purchaser the purchase money so far as it 

- 

has been deposited, together with the five per cent deposited by the 
applicant : 

Provided that if more persons than one have made the deposit and . 
application under this section, the application of the first depositor to 
the officer authorised to set aside the sale shall be accepted. 

(3) If a person applies under sedtion 40 to set aside the sale of 
i immovable property. he shall not, unless he withdraws such application, 

be entitled to make an application under this section. 

Application to set aside sale 06 grounds of mistake, fraud, etc. ' 

40. (1) At any time within thirty days from the date of the sale 
of immovable property, an application may be made to the Collector to 
set aside the sale on the ground of some material irregularity, or mistake, 

- or fraud, in publishing or conducting it, but, except as otherwise is 
hereinafter provided, no sale shall be set aside on the ground of anyp- 
O~N% irregularity or mistake unless the applicant proves to the satis- 
faction of tbe Collector that he has sustained substantial injury by 
reason theieof. .. 
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I&- (2) If the ap~Iication made unde; s u b s d o n  (1) is allowed, the 
B. Collector shall set aside the sale and may direct a fresh one. 

(3) On the expiration of thirty days from the date of the sale, if 
no application to have the sale set aside is made under section 39 or 

' under sub-section (1) or if such appiicati0n.ha.s been made and rejected, - 
: the Collector shall make an order confirming the sale : 

\ 

Provided that if the Collector has reason to think that the sale , 
ought to be set aside notwithstanding that no such application has been 

- made or on grounds other than those alleged in any application which 
has been made and rejected, he may, after recording his reasons in 
writing, set aside the sale. 

(4) Whenever the sale of any lands is not so confirmed or is set 
aside, the deposit or the purchase money, as the case n;ay be, shall be 
returned to the purchaser. - 

(5) After the confirmation of any such sale, the Collector shall 
register the lands sold in the name of the person declared to be the 
purchaser and ,shall execute and grant a certificate of sale bearing his 
seal and signature to such purchaser. 

(6) The certificate of sale granted under subsection (5) shall 
state the property sold and the name of the purchaser, and it shall be 
.concIusive evidence of the fact of such purchase unless the authority 
before whom it is produced doubts its genuineness. 

. Proclamation of sale. 

41. Where lands are purchased at public sale under this Act, the 
Collector, or other oBcer empowered by him in this behalf, shall publish 
in the village in which the land is situated, in the Office of Tahsildar or 
Deputy TaLildar as the case may be, in the Office of the Collector, 
and in the OEciai Gazette, the name of the purchaser and the date- of 
purchase, together with a declaration of the lawf'ul succession of such 
purchaser to a11 the rights and property of the former landholder in 
the said lands. 

\ 
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I 
I 

Delivery of 1 possession., i 
42. Where, notwithstanding spch publication under 'section 41, 

any lawful purchaser of land is prev nted from obtaining possessio 
the land, any court of competent ju 4 diction, shall, on application 
production of the certificate of sale granted under section 40, cause th 
prop& process to be issued for the p rpose of putting such purchaser 
possession in the same manner as if ! he said lands had been decreed 
the purchasr by a decision of such qourt. 1 

- 8 - 

43. All contracts entered into $y the defaulter with his tenant 
and all payments made to him bythe $aid tenants shall be binding upon 
the purchaser to the same extent and under the same conditions as t 
contracts and payments are binding On the Collector under sections 
and 33. . 

Sale to be free of all encumbr$nces and disposal of surplus. 

44. Ail lands brought to sale ion account of arrears of reve 
shall be sold free of all encumbrance$ and if any amount remains 
liquidating the arrears with interest ahd the expnses of attachment and 
sale and other costs due in respect to such arrears, it shall be paid ove 
to the defaulter unless such paymeht is prohibited by any court o 
competent jurisdiction. I - 

- - -  Recsvery of arrears due to defaulter on. the date of sale, , '.- 
45. Arrears of rent which on the date of sale is due to the de 

faulter from his tenants shall, in  the,ekent of the sale, be recoverable 
by him after the sale, by any procpss, except distraint which wou 
have been utilised by him for that Purpose before the said sale. 

Sale of land for arrears. 
I 
! 46. It shall be lawful for the COllector,'-or other officer empower- 

ed by him in this behalf, to sell the lwhole or any por t io~  of €he-land ' 

of a defaulter in the discharge of an adrear of revenue : 
- 

I 
4 

I 

I I 
l i  L - - 

I 

1 



Provided that, as far as may be practicable, no larger portion 
of the land shall be sold than may be necessary to di harge the arrears 
with interest, the expenses of attachment, manageme 1 t and sale. 

Sale may be postponed on tender of 

b. 
47. (1) When a defaulter tenders security, i t  sh be lawful for the t 1 

, - Collector, or other ofiicer rmpowcred b9 him in' to Bmpt  
it and postPo& the sale of the defaulter's 

i 
tions and until such time a's he may appoint. 

i 

(2) In the event of default being made in the $crformance of such - 
conditions, the Collector or such officer may sell1 the property and 
proc-ed against the defaulter or against his iecurity,) or bolh. 

I i - 

POW& of arrest i~ ease of wilful or fraudulent 

48. When arrears of revenue, with interest 
cannot be liquidated by the sale of the property 
of his surety, and the Collector has reason to believ 

. or his surety is wilfully withholding the payment of 
been guiety of fraudulent conduct in order to 
lawful for him to cause the arrest and imprisonlnenff of th'e defaulter 
or his surety, not being a female, in the aannei  spe ified in section 49: e 

I Provided that no  person shall be imprisoned on account of an 
arrear of revenue for a longer period than two yea or for a ionger 
period than six months, if the arrear does not ,exceed rupees five 
hundred, or for a longer period than three m+ths, if the arrear 
does not exceed rupees fifty: i 

1 ' i ? 
Provided further that such imprisonment shall / riot extinguish the 

- debt due t o  the Government by tbe defaulter, or his/-surety. ' P - 
Procedure in case of arrest. t .  

$- . 49. (1) The Collector shall issue a war 
1:' defaulter, or  his surety, or bath which shall 4 
2 
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names, the amdunt of revenue due and the date on which it btcame 
payable and the warrant shall be signed and sealed by the authority 
by whom it was issued. 

(2) The officer charged with the execution of the warrant shall 
thereupon arrest the defaulter or his surety, or  both and send him or 
them to thx Central Jail at-~ondicherr~, and deliver the warrant to the 
Jailor, which shall be a sufficient authority to him to receive the prisoner 
or prisoners. 

(3) A copy of such warrant shall be retained by the jailor, who 
shall forthwith despatch the original to the officer in-charge of the 
Central Jail. 

Mode of enforcing payment by sureties. 

50. All the remedies specified by this Act in case of revenue 
defaulters may be employed against their suretiee, and it shall be lawful 
for the Collector, or other officer empowered by him in this behalf, to 

. 

enforce the sam! simultaaeously with, or either previously or subse- 
quently to, their enforcement against the defaulters; so, however, that . 
not more than the total sum in arrears, and interest with wsts and 
charges, shall be realised from the defaulters and the sureties. 

Removal of crops may b'e prevented where revenue is in kind. 

51. When land revenue is payable in kind, it shall be lawful for the 
Collector or other officer \empowered by him in this behalf, to prevent 
the removal of the crop from the land until a division has been made, 
and the portion which belongs to the Government has been set apart, 
unless the landholder furnishes such security as the Collector may deem 
satisfactory. 

Similar process in case of other species of revenue, advances, fees, 
cesses, etc. 

52. All arrears of revenue other than land revenue due to the 
Government, all advances made by the Government for cultivation or 
other purposes connected with the revenue, all feespr other dues payable 
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by any person to or on behalf of the village servants employed in 
revenue or police duties, all cesses lawfully imposed upon land and all 
sums due to the Government, including compensation for any loss or 
damage sustained by them as a result s f  a breach of contract, may be 
recovered in the same manner as arrears of land revenue under the 
provisions of this Act, unless the recovery there01 has been 'd; may 
hereafter be otherwise specially provided for. 

. . 

Process servers to be paid batta. 

53. The persons employed in serving notices, or other processes 
under this Act, shall be entitled to batta at such rates as may, from time 
to time, be fixed by the Government and published in the Official Gazetle. 

Interest and charges recoverable as arrears. 

54. The batta fixed under section 53 as well as interest and all costs 
and charges incurred under the authority of this Act, shall be recover- 
able from the defaulter or his sureties in the same' manner as arrears 
of revenue. 

Who to bear expense of countermanded sate and recovery thereof. 

55. Where property attached or distrained is put up for sale, and 
the sale is countermanded, the proprietor shall, nevertheless, be respon- 
sible for the expenses incurred in consequence of the attachement or 
distraint, ia the same manner as if the sale had taken place; and in the 
event of such proprietor omitting to discharge the amount, it shall be 
recoverable by the same process under which the original demand 
would have been recoverable. 

Receipts for payments of revenue. 

56. Every person making a payment of revenue shall be entitled to 
a receipt for the same, signed by the Collector or other officer empo- 
wered by him in this behalf and such receipt shall state the name of the 
person making the payment and the subject-matter in respect of w&ch 
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1 
it is paid, and, in case of land revenue, +all describe the land on which 

LI 

I the assessemeat is due aod the names of he persons entered in respect 
thereof in thk settlement account. 

Procedore where defaulter or sur* resides out of region. 
/ 

57. (1) Whire a defaulter or his surety resides or holds property 
dutside a region, wherein default has bee0 made, the Collector of the 
region, in which such defaulter or sure7 resides or holds property shall,- 
on the written application of the Collectqr in whose region such default 
has been made, proceed in all respects/ against the defaulter and his 
surety, and his ocheir property in the same manner as if the default 
had been maddn his own region. 

- r . - 
' C  

(2) Every application under sub-section (1) shall be signed and -,y 
s u k d  by ihe Collector making it and /hall be conclurive as to the 
amount due, and the party in arrear, ib all proceedings against the 
Collector acting 6pon snch application, any person acting under his - 
authority; and no proof of the seal, or Signature or official character , 
of the Collector making the application shall be required, unless the 
court has reason to doubt its genuineness: 

Provided that nothing %erein conltained shal.1 affect tbe right 
of any party to sue in his own regi~n the Collector who made 3 
the application. I 3! 

I 4" 

(3) A Collector may delegate ali or any of bin powers and '3 
dilties undzr this section to any subordinate revenue officer not 
below the rank of a Deputy Tahsild~r. a d 

, I 

Cognizance of questions relatwg to rate af reveaoe. 

58. No Civil Court shall have auth@rity t o  take into c~nsideration 
or decide any question as to the rate of land r$venue payable to the 
Government, or as to the amount of assedsment fixed, or to be hereafter 
fixed on the portions of a divided etaje.1 

1 I 

... . , 
I 

\ 
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Suits by persons aggrieved by 

. 59. Nothing contained in this Act shall pmvent thb parties deeming I 
themselves aggrieved by any proceedings under 
hereinbefore contained in section 58, from 
f-* ....-'--- . 

Provided that no ~ o u r t  shall take cognizance o such suit unless 1 r,g 
it is instituted within six months from the date on which the cause :! ! 

6 of action arose. I i 

~ l a i a  of Government to bare precedence over 111 others. :I 
I - 

60. The claim of the Government to any +neys recoverable 
under the provisions of this Act shall have precedende over any other 
debt, demand or claim whatsoever whether in xelatio to  any mortgage, 
judgment, decree, execution or attachment or othe 'se against any 
land or the holder thereof. '+ 

Repeal and savings. 

5. 61. All laws in force in the Union territory 
provisions of this Act shall stand repealed as 
force of this Act : 1 .  

L 

$? . . 
? 
P sold, under the law so repealed, shall be 

b 
R- 5 action taken under this Act. 

- I - 1 - 
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