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'[TAMIL NADUI ACT No. XXTI OF 1933.z 

(Received the assent afthe Governor on the 21st March 
1933, and t h t  of the Governor-General on the 12th 
April 1933; the assent of the Governor-General Has 
first pilblished in the Fort St .  Gcorge Gazettt, 
on the 1st August 1933.) 

An Act to define and amend in certain 'respects 
!he law rekiting to marriage, guardianship, 
intestate succession, family management and 
partition applicable to persons governed by 
the Marumakkattayam law of inheritance. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to define and amend in 
cel tain respects the law relating to marriage, guardien- 
ship, .intestate succession, family management and 
partition applicable to persons governed by the 
Marumakkattayam law of inheritance ; 

AND WHEREAS the previous sanction of the 
Governol-General has been obtained to the passing of 
this Act ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY. 
Short title 
and appllca.. 
tion. 1. (1 )  This Act may be called the l[Tarnil Nadu] 

Marumakkattayam Act, 1932. 



(2) I t  shall apply- 

(c) to all Hindu males, whe t J~~r  r\cbvcrned by 
the said law or not, who have contracrt-ti I"aY con- 
tract marital alliances with Hindu fcn\rr lb5h governed 
by the said law. , 

3. In this Act, unless there is anyt/\t~ti\ 1kaPu.&!nant Definitions. 
in the subject or context- 

(a) 'anandravan ' means any rne~~rI*+~l 1 1 1  '1 '"'wad 
other than the karnavan ; - 

3[(b) ' Collector ' means the C,.ll(.l ltll' ''f 
district in which any property of a 1 3 ; ~  1 ' 1  f h  jl'uate'l 
and includes any  Revenue Divisions: OIIll 1 v4ho 
authorized by the Collector to perf0 1 1 1  Illnctions 
under this Act ;1 

(c) ' karnavan ' means the olde>; 1 1 1 8 1  11; llicnlber 
of a tarwad or tavazhi, as the case rn:, 1 4 '  

the right to management of its proper.,., v b  J")r, in 
the absence of a male member, the &it.\; I \.I I 1 1 1  IL mcmbcl. 
or where by custom or family usage tk 1 liilll ' 1 )  b ~ ~ l l  

management vests in the oldest femaEc. >ucll 
female member ; 

-- - --- 
1 This expression was substituted for the er,pyri.*Jt 1 1 1  "l'ra~denc~ 

of Madras " by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of t, ,,w, f j j k r .  1970, 
which was deemed to have come into forw on r k  ( IIII ~ * ~ ~ l ~ l d c y  1969. 

a This expression was substituted for the erpwI ' 1 1  ' *id Pmi- 
dcncy '* by paragraph 4 of, and the Schedule s;, ,%ld 

8 This chusc; was substituted for origioal r,la~w (1,) OY 3 of, 
and the Schedule to, the Madras Adaptatiop &I,&QQ (Jfder, 1957. 



(d)  ' major ' means a person who- has attained 
eighteen years of age ; 

(e) marumakkattayam' means the system of 
inheritance in which descent is traced in the female line 
but does not include the system of inheritance known 
as the Aliyasantana ; 

Cf) ' marumakkattayi ' mean? a person governed 
by the Marumakkattayam law of inheritance ; 

(g) ' minor' means a person who has not 
attained eighteen years of age ; 

(h )  prescribed ' mans  prescribed by rules made 
under this Act ; 

(i) ' tarwad ' means the group of persons for- 
minga joint family with community of property 
governed by the Marumakkattayam law of inheritance; 

(j) (i) ' tavazhi ' used in relation to a female means 
the group of persons consisting of that female, her 
children and all her descendants in the female line ; 
and 

(ii) tavazhi' used in relation to a male means 
the tavazhi of the mother of that male. 

'CHAPTER 11. 

MARRIAGE AND ITS DISSOLUTION. 

(i) a male belonging to the same community 
as such female, or 
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(ii) a male not belonging to  such community 
and whether a marurnakkattayi or not, 
shall be deemed for all purposes to be a legal marriage 
if- 

(a) the parties to the union are not related to 
each other in such degree of consanguinity or affinity 
that conjugal union between them is prohibited by 
any custom or usage of the community to which they 
belong or either of them belongs ; and 

(b) the union- 
(i) was openly solemnized in accordance 

with the customary ceremonies, if any, prevailing in 
the community to which the parties belong or either 
of them belongs, before the date on which thisAct 
comes into force I( .  .................... .) ; or 

(ii) is so solemnized in accordance with such 
ceremonies on or after the date on which this Act 
comes into force and, where either or both the parties 
are minors, with the consent of the guardian or 
guardians of such minor or minors ; or 

Madras (iii) was registered as a marriage under the *"' lV Malabar Marriage Act, 1896, before the date OR which of 1896. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  this Act comes into force I ( .  
. ) a  

(2) A conjugal union between minors or between 
a minor and a major which would otherwise be a valid 
marriage under sub-section (1 )  shall not be deemed to be 
invalid merely on the ground that the consent of the 
guardians or guardian of such minors or minor was 
not obtained to the union. 

(3) Notice of every marriage contracted on or 
after the date on which this Act comes into force shall 
be given by such person, to such authority, in such form 
and within such time as may be prescribed. Failure 
to give such notice shall be punishable with fine which 
may extend to fifty rupees but such failure shall pot 
invalidate the marriage or .~ffect the legal r;ghts of the 
parLies to or the issue of such marriage. 

1 The words "and is subsisting on such date" were omitted by 
scction 2 of thc Tarnil Nadu Marumakkattayam (Amendment) Act, 

I 1947 (Tamil Nadu Act XXXII of 1947). 



(2) On or after the said date, any marriage con- 
tracted by a male with a marumakkattayi female, during 
the continuance of a priol marriage of such male, shall 
be void, notwithstanding that his personal law permits 
of polygamy. 

Dissolution of 
marriage. 6.  A marriage valid under section 4 may be dis- 

solved '[on or after the date on which this Act comes 
into force]- 

(a )  by a registered instrument of dissolution exe  
cuted by the parties thereto ; or I 

(b) by an order of dissolution as hereinafter 
provided : 

Provided that if either or both the parties is or are 
minors, the marriage shall not be dissolved until 
after the party has become a major or both the 
parties-have become majors. as the case may be. 

2[Not hing contained in  this section sl~nll be deemed 
to invalidale any dissolution of the marriage effected 
before the date on which this Act comcs into force, in 
:~ccordancc wit 11 1 hecuston~ prevailing in thecommunity 
to which the parties belot~g or either of them belongs.] 

Rights of 3[6-A. Tlle dissolution of a nlarriage which is 
of valid under section 4, whcthcr by death or otherwise marriago, 

etc., not and whet her before or after t ht: commencemet~t of this 
affected by Act, shall tzot affcct in any way the legal status or rights 
diuorution under this Act of the children of such marriage or of 
Of marriage. their descend tints .] 

--- -- - --- - -- ---- 
1 These words were inserted by section 3 (1) of the Tamil Nadu 

Marumakkattayurn (Amendment) Act, 1947 (Tamil Nadu Act XXXII 
of 1947). 

a This paragraph was added by section 3 (2), ibid. 
,This *lion was inserted by section 4, &id, 



(i) if the place where the marriage was co~<- 
'racted or the respondent has a permanent dwelling 
)r actually and voluntarily resides or carries on busi- 
ness or personally works for gain, at the time the peti- 
tion is presented, is situated within the local limits of 
the jurisdiction of the Court of a District Munsif, in 
such court ; 

(ii) if such place is not situated within the local 
limits of the jurisdiction of the court of any District 
Munsif, in the court of the Sub-ordinate Judgeor if' 
there is no such court, in the court ofthe District Judge, 
within the local limits ofiwhose jurisdiction such placc 
is situated ; and 

(iii) if such place is situated within the local 
limits for the time being of the ordinary oliginal civ~l 
jurisdiction of the High Court of Madras, in the Madras 
City Civil Court. 

(2) The petition shall specify the place where 
and the date on which the marriage was contracted 
and if thc respondent was a minor at the time of tlw 
marriage, the name and ciddress of the guardian, if any, 
with whose consent the marriage was contqacted. 

8. A copy of such petition shall be served at tho 
expense of the petitioner on the respondent. 

9. On the motion of the petitioner made not 
earlier than six months' after the service of the copy 
as aforesaid, if the petition is not withdrawn in the 
meantime, the court shall on being2satisfied after such 
inquiry as it thinks fit that a marriage which is valid 
under section 4 was contracted between the parties, 
by order in writing 4 declare .the marriage dissolved. 
The; dissolution: , . shall t@qri$fQ$tIrom the date of such 
order, ' ' . a .  L. A,  



t Chapter not 
to apply to 
marriages of 
Nambudr i 
women. 

12. Nothing contained in this Chapter shall apply 
to the marriage of any Nambudri woman following 
the Marumakkattayam law of inheritance. 

ICHAPTER 111. 

MAINTENANCE AND GUARDIANSHIP. 

Maintenance 13. (1) The wife and minor children other than 
of wife and married minor daughters under the guardianship of their 
minor 
children. husbands, shall be entitled to be maintained by the 

husband or the father, as the case may be : 
Provided that the wife shall not be entitled 

to maintenance from the husband if she refuses to 
live with him without just cause. 

(2) Nothing contained in sub-section (1) shall 
affect the right of any person to maintenance from 
his or her tarwad or tavazhi properties. 

(3) In awarding maintenance under sub-section 
(1) the Court shall have due regard to the means and 
circumstances of the person against and by whom 
maintenance is claimed and to the reasonable wants 
of the person claiming maintenance. 



14. The husband shali be the guardian of his *-a- t 
minor wife in respect of her person and property and S@P of 

be the guardian of his minor children, other than 
i subject to the provisions of section 15, the father shall r2:b76, 

married minor daughters under the guardianship of i 
their husbands, in respect of their person and property : I 

Provided that such guardianship shall not extend 
to the right and interest of the wife or children in 
respect of their tarwad or tavazhi properties : 

Provided further that nothing contained in this 
section shall apply to a female member of any of the 
tarwads included in the Schedule or her child- 

\ ren, where such female member resides in her 
own tarwad house and hot with her husband. 

15. The mother shall be the guardian of the person Guardian- 
and property of her minor children if their father is ","gzf 
dead or the marriage of their parents is dissolved. children by 

husband 
d-ed or 
divorced. 

Central 
Act VIII 
of  1890, 

16. Nothing contained in sections 14 and 15 shall saving 
be deemed to affect the operation of the Gu;~rdians xztion 
and Wards Act, 1890. of the 

Guardians 
and Wards 
Act, 1890. 

'CH4PTE R IV. 

17. 4 person is deemed to die intestate in respect property 
of 311 property of which he has not made ;r testa- 
mentary disposition which is capablc of takinfl effect. is 

cons~dei ed 
to have 
died I 

. W t a t e .  
1 The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 (C~ntral Act 30 of 1956) has 

by virtue of section 4 (b) thereof an overriding effect over rtny olhrtr 
law in force immediately before the commencement of thi,r Act in 
u> far as it is inconsistent with any of the provisions of that A d .  



IZZustrations. 

(i) A has left no will. He has died intestate in 
1 cspect of the whole of his property. 

(ii) A has left a will whereby ne has aopointed 
B his exeator but the will contains no other provisions. 
A has died intestate in respect of the distribution of 
his property. 

(iii) A has bequeathed his whole property for 
an illegal purpose. A has died intestate in respect 
of the distribution of his property. 

(iv) A bequeathed Rs. 1,000 to B and Rs. 1 000 
to the eldest son of C and made no other bequest 
and died leaving Rs. 2,000. C died before A without 
ever having had a son. A has died intestate in 
respect of the distribution of Rs. 1,000. 

Devolution 18. On the death intestate of a rnarumakkattayi 
ofproperty male, his property, which is self-acquired or separate, 
left by 
marumak- shall devolve in the order and according to the rules 
kattayi contained in sections 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24. 
male 
intestate. 

Where intestate 19. Where the intestate has left surviving him a 
hasleft mother* child or children or a lineal descendant or descen- widow, children 
andlineal dants in the female line through a deceased daughter 
descendants. or daughters, or both, and also his mother or a widow 

or widows or both his mother and a widow or widows, 
the whole of the property shall belong to them. I11 
the absence of the mother and widow, the whole of 
the property shall belong to the child or children 
and such lineal descendant or descendants ; and in 
the absence of the mother, widow and child, the whole 

hall belong to such lineal descendant 

\ 
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20. The distribution of the p r o m  among the Rates of 
heirs referred to in section 19 shall be made in amor- ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ; t i ~ n  
dance with the following rules :- fa1 ing under 

section 19. (i) Ths widow or, if there is mxe than one 
widow each of th.: wid~ws, shall b~ c,1:itl:\l to a s h ~ r e  
equal to that of a child. 

(ii) The mother shall be entiW to a share 
equal to that of a child. 

(iii) Every child (son or daughter) shall be entitled 
to an equal share : 

Provided that if a daughter !];is pre-deceased 
the intestate, the lineal descendants ot' such daughter 
in the female line shall be entitled to tho share wh~ch 
such daughter would have taken h:rd she survived 
the intestate. 

(iv) Grandchildren by a deceasd daughter shall 
be entitled in equal shares to what thclt' mother would 
have taken had she survived the inte+t:~ta : 

Provided that if a grand-dsugllrtr has predecea- 
sed the intestate, the lineal drsLy~krl.lnts of such 
grand-daughter in the female line sh:bll bc entitled to 
the share which such grand-daughter \\auld have taken 
had she survived the intestate. 

(v) In like manner the property shall go to the 
surviving !heal descendants of the [litestate in the 
female l~ne  where such descendants :uo 111 the degree 
of great grand-childre nor in  a more rcli~ote degree. 

Explanation ?.-The descendants of a daughter, 
daughter's daughter or other femala dcsceridant in 
the female line shall not be entit14 to any share in 
such property if such daughter, daughter's daughter or 
other descendant is alive at the ti- of the death 
of lh4 intestate. i 

EjrpIunatlon 11.-The desceadants of a son who 
has prcdeccqed the intestate shall not be entitlad 
to any share in such property. - 

125-14...23 



: T&. Act kxii 
nIustrati0n.s. 

(1) Z dies intestate leaving two widows A and B, 
his mother C, a son D, a daughter E, a grand-daughter 
F by such daughter, the lineal descendants of a decea- 
sed daughter G and the lineal descendants of a decea- 
sed son H. A,  B, C, D and E each gets one-sixth 
and the lineal descendants of G get one-sixth of the 
property. The grand-daughter F and the Lineal des- 
:endants of H do not get any share. 

(2) Z dies intestate leaving no widow or mother, 
out leaving A a son, B a daughter, E and F a grandson 
and a grand-daughter by a deceased daughter C, 
and a granddaughter G by a deceased daughter D 
and two great granddaughters H and J by a decea- 
sed daughter of D. A and B will each be entitled. to 
one-fourth of Z's property, E and F v.31 each be 
entitled to one-eighth, G will be entitled to one-eighth 
and H and J each to one-sixteenth. 

(3) Z dies intestate leaving no mother, widow or 
child, but leaving three grandchildren, A, B and C 
by a daughter X who has predeceased him and two 
grandchildren D and E by a daughter Y who has 
dlso pre-deceased him. A, B and C will .each be 
entitled to one-sixth, and D and E will each be entitled 
to one-fourth of 2's property. 

Xi~les of 
8listribut:on 
:,;here intsj. 
lato h ~ q  left 
no clrild or 
l i nos1 
descendant 
but only 
mother 
or widow 
or both. 

21, Where the intestate has not left surviving 
hiril any child or lineal descendant in the female line 
through a deceased daughter but has left his mother 
and a widow or widows, one-half of the 
property shall devolve on his mother and the other 
half on his widow or widows in equal shares. In 
the absence of a widow the whole of the property 
shall belong to the mother. 



22. Where the intestate has net Eeh surviving. him R U ~ S  at 
his mother or any &Id or lineal &stmiant in ths ts.n~la 

$;yt~tioo line through a d c ~ ~ ~ s a , t  &u+ptor but has IerS ,,, has 
a widow or widows and his mm;; 'S C ~ V ~ Z ~ I I ,  o 12- 12it  on y 
halt' of ths propjrty SIAJII J:JJ~,;~ 0.1 hrs W ~ J N  JC ;:,;.;;? 
widows and ma o t ~ r  h ~ l f  On hs L U S ~ ~ C C  'S t~vdzhl. tjvJzhi or 
In th3 abs:nu of tne marner's UVJZ,A; tne w, l~ l , :  o l ' b o t . ~ .  
the prap:rcj sad1 be40ilj t~ ta: ut,J,r,v GC W L ~ J N S  d ~ d  
in tae abj2~;: of a w~cldlv, ti,: w,\,ll~ 04' th: prJpcry 
shall belollg to the motner 's t a v d  

24. Where the intestate has n~rt lo l l  surviving him Rules of  
any of the heirs ment~ond rn ~ u , ~ , \ i  19, 21, 22 and 23, Jl\tllbution 
tho property shall d;volr. on tho t'lvazhi of hia :*'iz:3te 
mother's maternal grandm3uCT on the tavaznl 113s n ~ t  
of a more remote f e w  arLu~lilnnt in the feinal.: ;;;pf line, the nearer excluding tze 101l)c)te. 

25. On the dezth im.-~;LC of u inarumakkattayi D:vJ,uticn 
female, her propsrty which s & \ b ~ q ~ ~ i r ~ J  or seplrdcz o f  p:opcrly 
shall devolve in the o r k  snct accdrding to the I:ft by 

rules contained in sectiw & 27, 28 und 2% 



I 

L r - r i *  

v A 

The provisions of clauses (hi, (iv) and (v) of 
section 20 and of Explanations I and U to that section 
shallapply to tk distribution of the property among 
the children and lineal descendants of the intestate. 

where 
intestate has 
not left MY 
child or 
lineal 
des&t. 

Rula of 
distribution 
where 
intestate has 
not left any 
of the heirs 

, mentioned 
in sections 
26 and 27. 
but has kft 
husband and 
maternal 
grand- 
mother's 
tavazhi. 

Rules of 
distribution 
where 
intestate 
has not 
left any of 
the heirs 
mentioned 
in sectiom 
26. 27 md 28. 

27. Where tbc intestate has not left surviving her 
any child or lineal descendant in the female line through 
a deceased daughter, the whole of the property shall 
devolve on her mother's tavazhi, 

28. Where tbe intestate has not left surviving her 
any of the heirs mentioned in sections 26 and 27 but 
has left her husband and her maternal grandmother's 
tavazhi, one-half of the property shall devolve on her 
husband and the other half on her maternal grand- 
mother's tavazhi In the absence of the maternal grand- 
mother's tavazhi the whole of the property shall 
belong to the .husband, and in the absence of the 
husband, the whole of the propeny shall belong to 
the maternal grandmother 's tavazhi. 

29. Where the intestate has not left surviving her 
any of the heirs mentioned in sections 26, 27 and 28, 
thepropcrty shall devolve on the tavazhi of her mother 's 
maternal grandmother or on the tavazhi of a more 
remote female ascendant in the female line, 
the nearer excluding the more remote. 

Devolution 
of p r o w  30. (1) On the death intestate of a male not being 
lcft by a marurnakkattayj- 
non-Inam 
makkattayi (i) wha- 
mab / 
Weatate. (a) bas, before the date on which this Act 

comes into force, contracted a marriage with a rnaruma- 
kkaUa9 - f d  which is valid under section .l; or 

I 

hru contmctcd as or afbr such date a 
\ i - * 

fsmab which is valid 
q.-, .: .*;".. 

'$ 2, . 



(ii) who has left surviving a by such marfiage 
u 
4 

or marriages one or more of the &lluwbg atJ049, 
narneIy :- 

(a) a widow or widom 
(b) children, 
(c) lineal descendants tho female line 

through deceased daughters, 
such rzlation or relations shall be er.;ttal, if the intestate 
bas also left relations who are h5.3  according to the 
personal law by which he is gi.\cr,t~cbtl, to one-half 
of his property which is separak ~~~lt'-:tc~loired and 
if the intestate has left no such k.:n to (110 whole of 
such property : 

Provided that the reasonabk ,.tlr~cr:~l cupmses of 
the intestate shall first be deduc:,: Aolrl st~c'h separate 
or self-acquired property. 

(2) The property d e ~ o j - , : ~ ~  , ) I )  1110 relations - referred to in sub-clauses (a), i :. ,<:!\I ((6) 01' clttuse (ii) 
of sub-section (1) shall be rf:~;,t:>,,:;d ~ I I I I ~ ~ I I S  them in 
accz~rdsnce with the rules ::=-,: ,!,-,I ill c.lituses (i), 
(iii), (iv) and (v) of section 2rJ ZL y \ y l , t r ~ ~ ~ ( i c ~ ~ ~ s  I and 
11 to  that section. 

31. (1)  The senior rnsj,.: , . L. I I I , ~ I I I ~ ~ . ' I '  among Possesion 
a. 

thz c!lildrcn and othe: ;;\\ ' \ .II(~~IIII\ t h r o ~ l g h ~ n ~  mznag:rnen t 
dec:asxi daughters of I ~ C  ir-=--: ; (11 111 I I I L '  ilbscnce o f  property 
of a . 1 ~  $ 9 3  1 1n119 m:m'~:r. -.I- . ,:,w, ,,I' II' tl~crc is until 
m3'e 111 one widow, th: 5s: I: - r -1 ~rl!: s11c.11 widows di'isiOn 
shall b: cneitl:d t 3  p>ijtj,.:l: ; 1 1  I I I  111.1g:lnsnt of 
the p ~  op:rty referred to ia . ., 1 0 ,  2 I ,  22  and 26 
until divrslon is eff:cted. 

(2) I n  th:! c3se or' :3r :-.- *<, ( v  ~c.l'~*rrcd lo  in 
section 30 if th: inles: .:: t ' 101 I I I O I I \  wh? are 
h:ir\ ace jrding to th: ?:~:I-Z ;W I)y \\ll~tch he is 
governed, such h:irs s h L  z 5; ;lf,ltl 1 1 )  ~~~)ssess ion 
and m1nagcm:nt of Ce T."TV t t r ~ t i l  ti~vision is 
effdcted. 

1 (3) The karnavan m- %Z : ~ ~ ; t t t ~ i  ~~icrltioncd in 
sections 23, 21, 27, 28 2.23 "1. .,trll I); ol~till;d to i pos5ession and mznage- n' z )ptwty referred 

i to thxein until division ri -fz,-! 
Y L  - 

\ 
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( ,. 3.=*. 
. M d a f f o y m n  @B3 ! T.N. Act XHlf: 

I : 'CHAPTER V.1 I 
I TARWM AND ITS MANAGEMEM. 

Duty or 
k3rn~van 
In kee:, 
a.so UJ IS. 

32. The karnavan shzll keep true and correct 
accmzts of thz inc3m: and e x p ~ l i t u r e  of the tar- 
wad. The acc~unts  of each year shfll b= available 
for insp~ction a t  the tarwad house by the major 
anandravans once in a yaar throughout the month 
of Kanni following s:1c4 y:ar and a?y such anan- 
dravan mly take c3pies of or extracts from such 
ac;omts. 

V ~ I  dity or 2133. (1) No sale or mortgage of any immo- 
s.&s. rno.1- vabl: propsrty of a tlrwad and n3 Ixse  of any such 
g'g p;op=rty either for a premium returnable wholly IQ IFcS. or in p u t  or f ~ r  a psriod exceding twelve years shall 

b; valid, unless it is executed by the karnavan for 
c~n~iderat ion,  for tarwad necessity or benefit, 
2nd with the written c3nsent of the majority of the 
m j 2 r  msmbers of th: tsrwad. 

(2) N3 lea:e of apy imnwlbla  propzrty of a 
rnrwad in C I S ~ S  not ref:rred t3 in sub-ssc'i~n ( I )  
sh.ill b: v.llid u?less i t  is exncuted by the karnavan 
nqd wh:rz th?  Malablr T:nancv Act. 1929, c3nfers sfran, 
fi\i(y of t?nure 01 t'1: 1 :;$X U 11 :;s th:: written Nadu] 

Act XIV c.) ire i t  of t l :  m J ~ r i t y  of th: m 7 j  jr m:rnb:rs of th: of ,-. 
tnr-wld his b::n obtai11:J to th:: I:a-e. 

(3) N >thing cmtnirl3d in sub-gection (1) or 
s:tb-c,eetion (2) shill b: d:cm-d to affxt the validity 
of aIy m ~ r l g  1.g: or I:aae executed on or before ths 
27th J j l y  19313 i~ a s = I - d \ ~ = :  with th.: law in forc: 
at th; tim: of suc5 ex?cv-11ion.I - --- 

I T ~ C :  T \nil N tdu M \ run~ tkk~ttayam (Removal of  Doubts) 
r\ct, 13 j j ( I tmil N rdu Act X X Y I I  of 1955) hlc dxlared certain 
k,,,dj of sth\nrm prop:rties to be tarwad propcrtles. 

a ~ i , ~ ~  s e c t i : ~ ~  wls ~ub3tituted for origin?l section 33 by section 
49 of ths Malabsr Tcnancy (Amendment) Act, 1951 (Tamil N j J u  
Act XXXCII or 19i-1). 

8 . r h ~ ~  w ~ f d ~  wsra subrtituted far the word " Madras'' by the 
Tamil N idu Ad rpration of Lzws Ord:r, 1969, as amended by tho 
Tamil N j d u  AdbptatlOn of Laws (Second Amendment) 
496?. 

\ 



I 34. No debt contracted or mortgage wlthoutthbt 
1 
; possession executed by a Lamavan shall b'nJ the-&", 

tarwad unless the debt is contracted or the r n o r t g a & L  
is  executed for tarwad necessity. kwh on 

Lumd 

i 35. Every member of the tanvad, whether living ehhtenancr 
F & uromben 

ill the tarwad house or not, shall bs entitled to main-& torwad. 
ttnance consistent with the incorn2 and the c i r c u m  
ta~lces of the tarwad. 

36. Any karnavan may, by a registered do- ~ ~ h ~ ~ b  
*nent, give up his rights as karnavan. mat or 

bcuavao. 

37. The provisions of this chapter shall apply . Q v l i ~ ' l o a  
to every tavazlli possessing separate properties ir $ ~ ~ , c r t o  
if i t  were a tarwad. 

CHAPTER VI. 

PARTITION. 

38. ( I )  Any tavazhi represented by the majority f f l~htof  
t.L~d~hl or its ~n:.j~r mcmbers may claim to take its sharc of i,,cl;\im 

311 th.: prop~rtie: of the larwad over which it su~~r~ionl 
powx of disposal and separate from the tarwad: 

Provided that no tavazhi shall claim to k 
divided from the tarwad during the lifetime of 
anczstress comm3n to such tavazhi and to any otb!  
tavazhi or tavazhis of the tarwad, except with the 
col.lsent of such ancestress, if she is a member 
the tarwad. 

(2) The share obtained by the tavazhi sbPn: 
bc takcn by it with the incidents of tarwad p r o m -  

~ ~ ~ / ~ ~ a t i o n . - F o r ~  the purposes of this Chap 
tel-, a m :le m:m4:r of a' tarwad or a female me* 
tlzercof jviihout any living child or destenciant in 
fcmnIc line, shall be deemed t 
or she has no living female . :  

mcmber of the tw)v8$ 
7 .  , . . ... .., . br S 

I 
L 



39. Notwithstanding anything contained in section , & 38, any member of a tarwad who bas changed his 
of h ~ r  religion may claim or be compelled by any 
other member of the tarwad, to take his or her share 
~f all the tarwad properties over which it has power 
of digposal and separate from the tarwad. 

40. (1) Tn ths case referred to in section 38, the 
tavazhi shall b= entitled to nxh ?hare of  he tamad 
p:op,arties as would Ta!l to rhe ra\,azhi if a division 
pzr cnpita were nade among all the members of the 
tanvad then living 

(2) In the case referred to in section 39, the 
membjr who claims or is compelled to div'de from the 
tarwad, shall bs entitled to sr:ch share of the tarwad 
properties as would fall to such member if a division 
per capita were made among all the members of the 
tarwad then living. 

CIPAPTER VII. 

IMPARTIBLE TARWADS. 



(4) If, after giving notice to  all the mejor 
members of the tamad and making sucb inquiry 
a s  he deems fit, tbe Collector is satisfied that not 
less than two-thirds of the major rnen'.b?rs ot tho 
tarwad have s'gned the petition with their free consent 
and desire the rcgistratlon of the taruad as partible, 
be shall register the tarwau as part~ble. 

(5) On such registration, fhe provisions of Chap- 
ter VI sball apply to sucb tam ad. 

43. (1) Not less than two-thirds of the major Rsglstratia 
merr.b.-rs of a tarwad may, at any time, prescnt a %:g9f~ 
petition to the Collector lor the regislrati~n of the blew 
tarwad as inpartlble. * 

(2) Such petition shall be in such form and 
contain such particulars as Eay be prescnbcd. 

(3) If, after giving notice to all the major 
members of the tarwad and makir.g such inquiry as 
be deems fit, the Collector is satisfitd that not less 
than two-thirds of the major members of the tamad 
have signed the petition with their free consent and 
desire the registration of the tarwad as irnpanible, 
he shall register the terwad as impart~ble. 

(4) On such registration, the provisions of 
Chapter VI shall not apply to such t a r ~ e i :  ~llless 
and until the repistration is cancelled under sc.cr ion 44. 

7) Such petition shall be in srch f o ~ m  and (- contam such particulars as may bc plc:cl b ~ d .  
(3) lf, after giving notice to 211 the rraior mem- 

bers of the tarwad and maki11g swh inqu:ry as he 
deems fit, the Collector is satisfied tllat not less than 
two-thirds of the major mcrnbcrs cf the tarwrd have 
signed the petition with their frce conxnt r r d  &sire 
the car,ctllation of the registration, he shall cancel 

\ - 



394 Mmumakkattayam [1933: T.N. Act =I1 

(a) enforcing the attendance of any person 
and examining him on oath or affirmation ; 

I 
L 

(b) compelling the production of doclrments ; 
I and 
I 

1 1  (c) issuing commissions for the examination 
*>f witnesses, 
and any proceeding before the Collector under this 
Chapter shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding. 

I Canector's 46. The order of the Collector registering a tar. I, order to be wad as pariible under section 42 or registering a r final. 
I tarwad as Impartible under section 43 or cancelling 
L such registration under section 44, shall be final and 

shall not be questioned in any civil court. 

I Maintenance 47. The Collector shall keep a register of all 
ofregister pztitions nresented to him under sections 42, 43 and 
by Collector- 44 and of cill orders pa\scd by h ~ m  on such pstitions 

and shall, LLL ,111 reasonable timzs, allow search to be 
m ~ d e  i i l  s u ~ l l  reg~stel anlf shall, at1 t'.iy8cent of rrle 
p-e;crib:d tec, give a copy, ccitifird under his hand, - 
of any entry therein. 

CHAPTER VIJI, 
1 

M I S C E ~ . ~  ANEOI'S. 
I 



wife. her sons and daugbters by such person and tbe 
lineal descendants of snch daughters in the femala 

Provided that, in the event of partition of the 
property taking place under Chapter V1, the property 
&all be divided on the stirpital principle, the wife 
being entitled to a share equal to 11 at cf a son or a 

43. ( i )  ?he '[Stare Govcrnm:nt] may make Ruler 
rules consistent with this Act to a l l y  into effcct 
thc purposes thereof. , 

50. N~thingcontainedinthis Act shall8[ . , . 

1 The words "Provincial Government" were subjtituted for 
the words "Loczl Government". by the Adaptation Order of 1937 
and the word "State" was substituted for "Provincialv by the Ada. 
ptation Order of 1950. 



---- 

hi~rumakkatta,  [l9k : T. N. Act ldlll 

SCHEDULE. 

(See tbe second proviso to section 14 aad sub- 
section (1) of section 42. 

List of impartible tarn*adr. 

1 1. The Zamorin's family consisting of- 

4. The Kizhake Kovilakcm of the Kottaym 
Raja's family, Kottayrm taluk. I 

- 
(a) Puthia Kovilakom situate in Thiruvanoor, 

Calicut taluk, 
(b) Patinhare Kovilakom situate in Mankav, 

Calicut taluk, and 

(c) Kizhake Kovilakom situate at Kottakal, 
Ernad taluk, 

2. The Chirakal Kovilakom near Cannanorc, 

3. The Nilambur Kovilakom in Nilambur amsam, 
Ernad taluk. 

5. The Thekke Kovilakcm of the Kottayam 
Raja's family, Kottayam taluk. 

6. The Patinhare Kovilakcm of Kottayam 
Raja's family in Kottayzm taluk. I 

7. 4yancheri Kovilakom in Purameri amsam, 
Kurumbranad ta luk. 

8. The Edavalath Kovilakom in Purameri 
amsam, Kurumbranad taluk. 

9. The Ayiranazhi Kovilakcm of the Walluva- 
nad Raja's family in the Walluvaaad taluk. 

10, The Kadannamana Kovilakom of the 
WaUuvanad Raja's family in the Walluvanad taluk. 

11. The Mankada Kovilakom of the Walluva- 
nad Raja's family in the Walluvanad taluk. 

12. The Aripura Kovilakom of the WaUuvanad - .  . , ...,.. 
Wja's family iq the Walluvanad .. ., ., taluk. ., ,.,.-. 



13. The tarwad from which the Kut&ravsttpth 
Nair attains stanom, situate in Pulapatta amram, 
Walluvanad taluk. 

15. The Vewanad Kovilakom of th ~enganaJ 
or of KoUeagode Valia Nambidi. 



'FAMIL NADU] ACT No. XXXII OF 19472. 

I (Received the assent of the Governor-General on 
the 17th January 1948; first published in the 
Fort $t. George Gazette on the 27th January 

An Act to amend the '[Tamil Nadu] Maruma- 
kkattayam Act, 1932. 

r , d l  WHEREAS it is expedien* to amend the 'CTarnil 
~ d u l  Nadu] Marumakkattayam Act, 1932, for the purposes 

hereinafter appearing; It is hereby enacted as 
1933. ~ O ~ ~ O W S  :- 

1. This Act may be called the '[Tamil Nadu]"Ort tit1h 
Marumakkattayarn (Amendment) Act, 1947. 

1 

6. The amendments made by this Act shall be Amendments 
deemed to have been made in the said Act imme- to have 
diately before the passing thereof: rctrospoctiv~ 

effect 
Provided that nothing contained in this Act shall f ~ ~ & t i , h  

(a) any decree or order of a competent Court 
which became final before the commencement of 
this Act, or 

(b) any sale which was held in execution of a 
decree or an order of a competent Court and which 
became finak before the commencement of this Act, 
or 

(c) any transfer or partition of property effec- 
ted before the commencement of this ,Act. 

* 

I 
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