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- 1958 : T.N. Act XVIil]’Di;vtrict Development Councils .873
ITAMIL NADU] ACT No. XVIII OF 1958.2

[THE {{TAMIL NADU] DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT CouNncr..”
| Acr, 19381 -

[Received the assent of the Governor on the<19th September
1958 ; jirst published in the  Fort St. George Gazette
Extraordinary ” on the 20th Septemler 1958 (Bhadra
29, 1880).] o |

An Act to proYide for the constitution of District DevélopL
ment Councils in the 3[State of Tamil Nadu].

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the constitution
of District Development Councils in the 3[State of Tamil
Nadu] ;

Bp it enacted in the Ninth Year of the Republic of India
as follows :— ~ .

1. (1) This Act may be called the «i[Tamil Nadu]
District Davelopment Conucils Act, 1958.” |

(2) Tt extends to the whole of the [State of Tamil
Nadul. - ' |

(3) It shall comé.intp force on such date* as the
‘Government may, by noiidc:tion . appoint.

2. In this Act, urless the context otherwise requires—

(1) “ district >’ meens the revenue district referred to
in sub-section (1) of section 3 or the local area constituted
into a district under sub-section (2) of that section as
altered by the notifications, if any, issued under sub-section
(3) of the same section; - - . . P

.

1 These words were substituted for the word « Madras > by t'h;.e‘ .
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by the Tamil.

Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 1969. -

2 For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Fort St. Geroge Gazette o

Extraordinary,. ated the 30th August 1958, Pari IV-A; page 294. -
“This Act was extended to’ the added ‘territories by section 3(1)

of the Tamil Nadu District Development Couricils and Panchayats « - '

(Extension to ‘Added Territory) Act, 1961 (Tamil Nadu Act 28 of

1961) subject: to the condition that .the territories specified in Parts
1,1l and IT of the Second Schedule to the Andhra Pradesh and Madras -
 (Alternation of Boundaries) Act, 195¢ (Central Act 56 of 1959) shall

be deemed to form part of the Chingleput district.

.. '8 This expression was substituted for the expressioﬁ”“Stéf‘?: of
Madras” by the Tamil Nadu, Adaptation of Laws Ordety 1969,

 asamended by the Tamiil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amend
- ment) Order, 1969. .. . oo - ‘ Reres
*Came into force on the 1st December 1959,
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(2) “ Government ** means the State Government ;

“ooel . (3) “panchavat ” and_*“ panchayat union council * -
~-°have the meanir gs assigned -to them under the law for the
time being in force relating to their constitution ;

, (4) a perscn is deemed to have his “ residence” or-

to *“reside ” in any house if he sometimes uses any portion
thereof as a sleeping apartment, and a person is not deeme.l
. : to cease to reside in any such house merely becuase he is
| absent from it or has elsewhere another dwelling in which
PR he resides, if he is at liberty to return to such house at
any time and has not abandoned his intention of returning ;

(5) “revenue districtt” means any local area which

for the purposes of revenue administration is under the
charge of a District Collector : |

3

(6) “year” means the finanical year.
" District - 3. (1) b, as otherwise provided in this section, every
| local area which cn the date of the commencement

of this Act is a revenue district shall be deemed to be a
. district for the purposes of this Act, ‘

(2) The Government may, in special circumstances,
by notification, declarc any compact local area in a revenue
DR district or in more than one reveune district, to be a dis..
.-, trict for the purposes of this Act and specify the name of
"o the district, , : SO

’:(3_).‘The Government may, by notification,—

i () exclude from any district any local area com-
~prised . therein; or = s i

£

(i) include in any district any local area contiguous ' -

L ' o R

oo (i) cancel or modify a notification issued undef.
--gub-section (2) ; or -

" (iv) alter the name of any district,
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“or sub-section (3) shall contain 2 statement of the reasons .
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. (4).Before issuing a notification under sub-section -
(2) or sub-section (3), the Government shall give the Dis~-
trict Development Council or District Development Coun- - .
cils which will ‘be affected by the issue of such notification - .
a reasonable opportunity for showing cause against the pro-
posal and consider the explanations and objections, if any,
of such District Development Council or District Develop--
ment Councils. B -

(5) Every notification issued under’ sub-section (2)

therefor. .

4 (1) The Government may, by notification and with Establish- -
effect from such date as may be specified therein, cause to be ment of

established for any district a District Development Council District

consisting of the following members, namely :— 'r?\:t‘{fk’p_'
(@) The District Collector, ex-officio ; Coungcils,

1{(b) (i) elected Members o: the House of the People
and elecied Members of the State Legislative Assembly,
chosen to represent a constituency which consists of, or
comprises, or relates to, the district or any portion thereof
or who reside in the district. |

: (i) elected Members of the Councii ~f States
representing the State of Tamil Nadu and elected Mem-
bers of the State Legislative Council, and,

(iii) nominated Members of Parliament of this
State and of the State Legislature, who have intimated their
desire to serve as a Member of the District Development -

Council under sub-section (3) ;]

() all chairmen of panchayat union councils in
the district and until a panchayat union council is constitu-
ted forany local area in the district, a person chosen in the
prescribed manner by the presidents of panchayats in
that area : \

_Provided that no person shall be so chosen unless
his name appears in the electoral roli for any of the pan-
chayats in the area ; ' o

1 This clausc was substituted for the original claugse (b) by section
2(1) of the Tamil Nadu District Development Councils (Amendment) -
Act, 1975 (Tamil Nacu Act 51 of 1975).
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| 876 Di‘&trlct Devclopment Cowzéils [1958 1.4, Act XV

- 7 (d).all chairmen of municipal conncils in the .
- district ;- | | B
'~ .- (e) presidents of Co-operative Central Banks in the

- district ] |
(f) such Gazetted Officers of the Government con-

~ nected with planning and cxecution of development schemes
in the district as are nominated by the Government.

If the district comprises of parts of two or more"
revenue districts, the Government may, by notification,
~declare which officer shall be considered to be the District

" Collector in respect of that district for the purposes of this
. Act. | :

o

... (2) The District Collector referred to in sub-section (1)
" shall be the Chairman of the District Development Council.

- 1(3) (@) (1) No elected Member of the House of the
People ‘and no elected Member of the State Legislative
Assembly, shall be a member of more than one District

- Development Council. >

(i) An elected Member of the House of the
People or an elected Member of the State Legislative
- Assembly chosen to represent a constituency. which
. consists of, or comprises, or relates. to, a district or any
- portion thereof other than a district in which he has his
‘residence shall decide as to the District Development
Council in ‘which he desires to serve as a Member and
intimate ‘his 'decision to the District Collector concerned

Cowd by

*1xn$‘g§1(:_11;fforﬁi and within such period as may be prescribed.

.o« (b) (i) No elected member of.the council of States
and no member elected to the State Legislative Council
bythe 'members of thc Legislative Assembly shall be ‘a
miember .of - the - District Development Councils in mor»
than one’disttict ; and such elected member of the Council
. Of States or of the State Legislative Council, as the case

may “--be, shall decide as to the District Development
Councils of any one district in which he desires to serve
a§-a member and intimate his decision to the District
Collector concerned in such form and within such neriod

as may be prescribed.

7 section 2(2) of the Tamil Nadu District Development Cou ils
',diment)‘ Ag:t,'1975 (Tamil MNadu Act 51 of 1975), ounq ¥

This sub-section was substi-uted for the origin: | sub-section (3) |
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(i) Any member elected to the State Legislaiive .
Council by the electorates mentioned in sub-clause (a), , . %
(b) or (c) of clause (3) of Article 171 of th: Coastitution ‘
shall be a member of every District Devzlopment Council
in the districts comprises .. 2@ territorial constituency
concernad.

I

(¢) No nowainated Member of Pirliament of this -4
State and no nominated Member of the State Legislature o
shall be a Member of the District Devclopment Councils 1
of more than one district ; and the nominated Member of RO

Parliament of this State or of the State Legislature shall SR
- decide as to the District Development Councils: of any, R S
‘one district in which he desires to serve as a Member and ot
intimate his decision to the District Collector concerned
in such form and within such period as may be prescribed.]

(4) Where a p rson ceases to b> a Membe cf Patlia-- -
ment or 2 Member of the State Legislature or the chairman
of a panchayat unioncouncil of President of a Co-operative:
Central Bank or the chairman of a municipal® council :in -
the district Hfor Chairman of the Tamil Nadu State Bhoodan
Yagna Board or the President of a Town-Panchayat or
official of any of the authorities referred to in sub-section . .
(4-A)], he shall cease to be a member of the 2[District.
Development Council or District Development Councils] :
from the date on which he'ceases to be such member or

chairman or president *or ‘official].

1[(4-A). In - addition to the members referred -in -
sub-section (1), the Government may, by notification
nominate— AT R S
(i) The Chairman of the Tamil Nadu State Bhoodan
Yagna Board constituted under section 3 of ‘the, Tamil
Nadu Bhoodan Yagna Act, 1958 (Tamil Nadu Act; XV
of 1958), o o

1These words were inserted by section 2(3)(i) of the ’Tami_l Nadu
District Development Councils (Amendment) Act, 1975 (Tamil Nadu
Act 51 of 1975). ) : o
N 8These words were substituted for the words “ District Develop-
ment Council” by section 2(3) (i) of the Tamil Nadu District
Development Councils (Amendment) Act, 1975 (Tamil Nadu Act
: £ 1975). ‘ : : o
,513%hese \Zzords were inserted by section 2(3)(iii) of the Tamil Nadu
District Development Councils (Amendmeat) Act, 1975 (Tamil Nadu
Act 51 of 1975). . . ) C
#These sub-scctions were inserted by section 2(4) of the Tamil Nadu
- District Development Councils (Amendment) Act, 1975 (Tamil Nadu
- Ast 51 of 1975). S
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(i) any offiicial of the Tamil Nadu Electricity
Board, Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board or
-any other Board or Committee constituted under any law
' for the time :ing in force, as a member of one or more
Distriv. Development Councils as may be specified in -
‘such notification. |

(4-B) In addition to the members referred to in
“sub-sections (1) and (4-4), the Collector shall by notification

*  neminate before the coramencemment of each yéar a President
- of a Town Panchayat in the district by rotation, as a
member of the District Development Council and the

member so nominated shall enter upon office on the com-
. mencement of the year]. . L

Incils ' » as well as on all matters relating .
“to the development of the econornic resources of the district -~
‘and: the; services maintained therein for promoting the = ..
lture and welfare of the inhabitants of the district,” -

() In particular, it ,sh.a.'ll,bef"t'hé' duty of the District
development Council to perform"_thq following fanctions,

hemes loca In the district
s well as --those agencies " in the district, which are =
under the _administrative control of the Government‘%in, B

] [ '

: '(_ii) Industries, Labour an‘d' Cb;operatioxl, '

4. (iif) Public Works, und

(iv) ?Health, Education and Local Adminis’tratioﬁ :
- (b) watching the Drogress of the measuyes under-
ken by the Government, Iocal autho ‘

S0 tekén byth orities and departmental
(oo Bgendies in respect of the services and  development
schemes aforesaid j » , e

5
&
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(i) classification of markets as panchayat markets
and panchayat union markets and fixing rates of contribu-
tion payable by one authority to the other ;

(ii) Classification qf fairs and festivals as paxi-
chayat fairs, panchayat festivals and panchayat union
fairs and panchayat union festivals ; o

(iit) classitication (f public roads (other than
roads classified by the Government as National Highways,
State Highways and major district roads) as panchayat
union roads and village roads ;

(d) advising the Government on. all matters relating
to development of road transport. o

16. (1) The District Development Council may meet Meetings of
as often as may be necessary and shall, subject to the District -
provisions of sub-scctions (2) and (3), observe such rules of Develop- |
procedure in regard fo transaction of business at its meetings coyncits, > o
(including the quorum at meeungs) as may .oe prescribed coT
by the Government under this Act, provided that not
more than three months shall elapse between one meeting
of th= District Development Council and another.

- (2) The Chairman of the District Development
Council or in his absence any member nominated by hirm
in that behalf shall preside ata meeting of the District
Development Council. - o | :

~ (3) All questionsata meeting of the District Develop-
ment Council shall be decided by a majority of the votes of -
the members present and voting and in the case of an
equality of votes, the Chairman of the District Development
Council, or in his absence the person presiding, shall havea -

second ‘or.casting vote : - . ... ST

~ T 1Certain acts done or proceedings taken by the District Develop

' ‘megf rCm.l.m:i‘ls before the commencement of the Tamil .Naflu Dist-

~ rict Development Councils (Amendment) Act, 1965 (Tamil' Nadu
‘Act 19 of 1965) were validated by section 4 of the said Act. " <~
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. Provided that & membor of the District Development -
Council who is an Officer of the Government shall have a
~ right to take part in the discussions, but shall not have a.
- right to vote at a meeting of the Council, and shallnot bea.
~member of the Council for any other purpose. | e

S S

N F
4

acancyin - 7..No act or proceeding of the District Development:

-District' Council shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only of the

Jevelo q.existence of any vacancy in the District Development ,
.. Courtcil or any defect in the nomination of a member thereto:

c., not to t[or on the ground only that more than three: months: «
alidate have elapsed between one meeting of the District Deve-
Sy lopment Council and another]. : '

; 'F:"" ¢

8. (1) (@) For tlhe purpose of assisting the District
evelopment Council in exercising such of its powers,
ischarging such of its duties and’ performing such of its
functions as may be specified by.the Government, a District
Development Council may, and if so required by the
Government shall, constitute standing coramittees for
dealing with— S SN

“¢8 7y Food and Agriculture, SO
* * (i) Industries and Labour, =~ =

“wn o (i) Public Works,
7% (iv) Edycation, | R
W) Health and Welfare including Prohibition.

NI

L. A District Development- Council may constitute
- additional standing committees for such purposes as the
District Development Council thinks fit. R

. (2) Each standing committee referred to in sub-
 section (1) shall consist of such number of Gazetted Officers
- of the Government as are nomirr+-q ©y the Government
from out of the meimbers of the Districe Development
- Council'; o B

-~

"+ Provided that it shall be open to the Gover

nment to

nomiqate the same person to more than one standing
-committee. . ‘
y f'ﬁiThese words were c;&d‘d by scc‘t.ionlz of the Tamil Nady District -
- ‘Development Councils (Amendment) Act. 1965 (Tamil Na(;*xix Alts:gn]cg
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(3) The other members of the District De‘vello‘ me’n‘t’l -
Council shall be chosen to the standing committs » uf such

.y

magner 45 may be presoribed ¢ -

| Provided taat tGe same persom shall not be a member ‘ | P
of more than one standing committee : & | B

- Provided further that it shall be open to a person who
i+ has been chosen as a member of one standing committee’
¥. ' to opt to serve as a member of another standing committee
¢, inthe place of a member of such committes with the consent
of such other member and for such period as may be
mutually agreed upon. : .

. (4) In addition to the members nominated under sub-
section (2) or chosen under sub-section (3), the Government
may appoint as a member of a standing committee any
person, who in their opinion possesses special knowledge
and experience in matters that may come up before the
District Development Council, although he is not a member
of the District Development Council, or the District
Development Council may invite any such person to serve
as « member of a standing committee :

Provided that the number of members so appointed
by the Government shall not exceed two in respect of any
standing committee. | | |

(5) The members of a standing committee who are
not members of the District Development Council shall
have the right to attend the meetings of the standing com-
mittee and take part in the discussions thereat but they
shall not have the right to vote at such meetings. |

(6) Each standing committee shall elect its own
chairman from among its members who are members of
the District Development Council.

(7) The members of the standing committee nomi.

- nated, chosen or appointed, as the case may be, under this
section shall cease to hold office at the end of each year and
the members of the standing committee. for the ensuing
yeat shall be' nominated, chosen or appointed, as the
case may be, before the expiry of the year but shall not
~enter upon office unti! ths commancement of the ensuing o
" year. o . | |

125-3—56
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.. (8) The District Development Council shall lay
.+ down by regulations the procedure for the functioning of
' . thestanding coramittees. 5 ; P

Staff of District 9. Subject to such control as may be prescribed, the
Development District Collector may, for the purpose of enabling the
Councils. pyigtrict Development Council to efficiently perform its::

.+ functions or exercise its powers under this Act, appoin;

- such officers as he may think fit and determine their func- -

tions, ’ ' T T R e

”G’engraj | /;10_,“F‘or the purpose of efficiently performing its func- .
powers. of tions under this Act, every District Development Coungil . -

r>of District may, within the limits of its jurisdiction—
Develop- . I | ‘
ou::,ff; - . (a) undertake such measures as it deems necessary ; k

© .. (b) collect suck data as it deems necessary ;

. (c) publish statistics or other information relating to - -
the various aspects of the regulation or development of the -
activities of municipal councils, panchayat union councils
and panchayats in the district ; '

‘ i _ (d) require any muaicipal council, panchayat union

| T council or panchayat to “urnish such information as ma
be required by it in relation to we measures undertaken by
that municipal council, panchayat union council or pan-
chayat for the regulation or development of it activities
and such other matters as may be prescribed. ;

Annual 11, (1) The District Development Council shall prepare ;-
report. in such form and at such time each year as may be pres-
. cribed, an annual report giving a true and full account of
its activities during the previbus year and copies thereof

shall be forwarded to the Government,

(2) The Government shall lay on the table of bothk

Houses of the Legislature all such reports together with
their comments thereon, ' :

Ed

Returns  12. Every District Development Council shal] furnish

" Re Ttlsd to the Government such returns, statistics, and other =

POTIS- jnformation with TeSpect 1o its activities as the Goverp. :
ment may from time to time require o
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13. No suit or other legal proceeding shall lie against Protaction
any member or officer of a District Development Council of action
or of any standing committee in respect of anything which taken in
is in good faith done or intended to be done in pursuance

. (2) In_particular, and withont prejudice to the
- generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provide
for all or any of the following matters, namely :— .

(a) the allowances of membefs of the Dirstrict '<

. Development Council ; .

~ (b) the matters in respect of which a District
Development Council may require a ¥municipal council,
panchayat union courcil or panchayat :to fucnish infor .
mation § = S
(c) the form in which, and the time within which,
. the annual report of the District- Development Couneil
may be prepared and forwarded to the Government ;

»thc returns and information which ¢ District
Devclopment Council may be required to furnish to the

- @overnment ;

(e) the manner of recruitment of the officers of a
District Development Council and the terms and conditions

. of service of such officers ;
(f) regulating the meetings of the District Devclop- -
ment Council and the procedure for conducting meetings
thereat ; ’

() regulating the manner in which and the purposes
_for which, standing committces mey be a ppointed ;

(h) 8ny other matter which has to be or may be,
prescribed.

n* were omitted by section 3 (1) of
uncils (Amendment) Act,

1 The words “by notificatio
the Tamil Nadu District Development Co

1965 (Tamil Nadu Act 19 of 1965).
125~3—56A

good faith.

of this Act. -
14. (1) The Government may, [ 1, make Power to
rules to carry out the purposes of this Act. ~ make rules.

- '«f“«-?;.«..,

I AR



Councils,

oo H@3) (@) Al ruliss meds under this Act shaﬂ‘_bé ¥
published in the Fur: St. George Gazette and, unless they -
. are expressed to come into force on a particular day, shall -

-+ come into force on the day on which they are,:_so_ﬂ
- published, , |

884- - District Development  [1958: T.N. ActXVIIL,

. (b) All notifications issued under this Act shall,
- unlessthey are expresszd to come into force on ¢ particular

3y, come into force on the dey on which they are
.. - published. | o |

(¢) Every rule made or notification issued under
- this Act shall, as soon 2s possible ofter it is made or issued, -
| bz placed on the table of bath Houses of the Legislature,
... @ond if, before th: expiry of the session in which it is so -
~ -7 placed or the next session, boil ITouses agree in making
any ‘modification in any such rule or notification or both °
ouses agree that the rule or notification should not be *
made or issued, the rule or notification shall thereafter
have effect only in such modified form or be of no effect,
as the case may be, so however, that any such modification
or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
‘anything previously done under that rule or notification.}

. 1 This.sub-section was substituted for the original sub-section 3
‘ by section. 3 (2) of the Tamil Nady District Development Couneily
‘ . (xmendmcut) Act, 1965 (Jamil Nady Act 19 of 19643,

o -
i i

e
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‘short title.

‘already been incorporated in the principal Act, namely,” '

{Va.lldatlpn of
.certain ac S
one, or ;i;:o-
eCdings. take
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& - Councils.

[Recezved the assent of the Governor on the 2nd September

.the commencement of this Act, by a District Developmen

District Development [1965 : T.N. Act19
‘Council s (Amendment)

IITAMIL NADU] ACT No. 19 OF 1965.2

THE '[TAMIL NADU] DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT
COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1965

1965, first published i the Fort St. George Gazette on
the 15th September 1965 (Bhadra 24, 1887)]

Ar Act to amend the 1[Tamzl Nadu) District Development
Councils Act, 1958, and to validate certain acts or
proceedings of Dzstrwt Development C’ounczls. L

BE it enacted by the Leglslature of the 3[Qtate of Tamll
Nadu] in the Sixteenth Year of the Repu'bllu of ‘India
as follows :— e

1. This Act may be Called the ![Tamil Nadu] Dlstrxct'
Development Councils (Amendment) Act, 1965."

2-3. [The amendmpnts made by these sectlons 'have

the Tamil Nadu Distgict Dcvelopment Coqncﬂs Act,
1958 (Tamil Nadu Act XVII of 1958).] - &

-4, No act done or proceeding taken, before the datei of

Council establishsd for. any district under sub-section-(1
“of section 4 of the.principal Act shall he deemed to be .
‘invalid or ever to have been invalid on the ground. only.
that more than three months have elapsed between one-
meeting of the District Development Council and another
and every such act or proceeding shall be, and’shall be
deemed always to have bzen, as valid as if the prowswnsf
of section 7 of the principal Act as amended by section 2.
of this Act, were in force at all material times when such
act was done or proceeding was taken. R

1 These words were substituted for the word Madras » by the .
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by the
Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Order, 195

2 For Statement of Objects *"and Reasons, see Fort: St
George Gazette Extraordinary, dated  the 30th J uly 1965 Part
[V—Section 3. paze 131 : i)

3_This exp :ession -was. suoauuuua for tha. cxpressxon “S of.
Madras* by.the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws.Order, 1
amended by the Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws (S'econd, ,Ameqde o
ment) Qrder, 1969,
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Act XVIII ot

1955,

The following Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly reeiveded the
assent of the Governor on the 9th May 1997 and is hereby published for
general information :—

ACT No. 28 OF 1997,

An Act to repeal the Tamil Nadu Distict Developnient Councils Act, 1958.

BE  itenacted Hythe Legislative Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu
in the forty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called’ the Tamil §Nadu] District Development Short title and
Councils (Repeal) Act, 1997. , commencement.

{2) It shall come into force at once.

2. The Tamii Nadu District Development Councilc Act, 1958 is hereby Repul of W 1

, , Tamil Nad
repealed. | XVIH of 1958,

(By order of the Governer)®

A. K. RAJAN,
Secretary to Governmenty
taw Department.
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