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TAMIL NADU ACT NO. 31 OF 1973.- 

THE TAMIL NADU LEVY OF RYOTWARl 
ASSESSMENT ON FREE-HOLD LANDS ACT, 

1972. 

[Received the assent of the President on the 2nd September 
1973,jirstpublished in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette 
Extraordinary on the 1st October 1973 (Purattasi 16, Pirma- 
thisa (200PTiruvalluvar Andu)).] 

An Act to provide for the levy of ryotwari assessment on 
free-hold lands in the State of Tamil Nadu. 

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Tamil 
Nadu in the Twenty-third Year of the Republic of India 
as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Levy of Short titla 
Ryotwari Assessment on Free-hold Lands Act, 1972. extent and 

commence- 
(2) I t  extends to the whole of the State of Tamil Nadu. ment. 

(3) I t  shall come into force on such date as the State 
Government may, by notification, appoint. 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Defi&ionr. 

(a) " Assistant Settlement Officer" means an Assistant 
Settlement Officer appointed under section 5 and having 
jurisdiction ; 

(b) "Director" means the Director of Settlements 
appointed under section 3 ; 

(c) " fasli year " means the year commencing on the 
1st day of July; 

(d) " free-hold land "means any land held- 
(i) free from demand of land revenue, or 
(ii) subject to the payment of concessional land 

revenue, and specified in Part I of the Schedule to this Act, 
and includes any land,- 

(i) in respect of which land revenue or other tax 
in respect of such land has been assigned in favour of any 
religious institution or charitable endowment in lieu of 
cash allowance known as mohini allowance, and 

- - 
* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Tamil Nadu 

Government Gazette Extraordinary dated the 4th December 1972, 
Part IV- Section 3, Page 520. 
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(ii) which is specified in Part I1 of the Schedule 
to this Act ; 

(e) ' 'Government " means the State Government ; 

(f) " owner of free-hold land " includes his heirs, 
assignees, legal representatives or persons deriving rights 
through him ; 

(g) " publication of this Act " means the publication of 
this Act in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette ; 

(h) " ryotwari assessment " means the assessment 
payable to the Government under sub-section (1) of section 
9 ;  

( i )  " Settlement Officer " means a Settlement Officer 
appointed under section 4 and having jurisdiction. 

3. (1) As soon as may be, after the publication of this 
Act, the Government shall appoint a Director of Settlements ,, to carry out survey and settlement operations in respect of 
all free-hold lands, to introduce ryotwari settlement 
therein, and to carry out the functions and duties assigned 
to him by or under this Act. 

(2) The Director shall be subordinate to the *Board 
of Revenue. 

4. (1) As soon as may be, after the publication of this 
Act, the Government shall appoint one or more Settlement 
Oilicers to carry out the functions and duties assigned to 
them, by or under this Act. 

(2) Every Settlement Officer shall be subordinate to 
the Director and shall be guided by such lawful instructions 
as he may issue from time to time and the Director shall 
also have power to cancel or revise any of the orders, acts 
or proceedings of the Settlement Officer. 

5. (1) As soon as may be, after the publication of 
this Act, the Government may appoint one or more 
Assistant Settlement Officers to carry out the functions 
and duties assigned to them by or under this Act. --- 

* By virtue of section 10 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Rove- 
BUG Abolition Act, 1980 (Tarnil Narlu Act 36 of 1980), any re- 
to the 3oard of Revenue shall be deemed to a reference ta tho 
Stat~~Govarnment. 
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(2) Every Assistant Settlement Officer shall be subordi- 
nate to the Settlement Officer and shall be guided by such 
lawful instructions as he may issue from time to time, 
and the Settlement Officer shall also have power to cancel 
or revise any of the orders, acts or proceedings of the 
Assistant Settlement Officer. 

6. The *Board of Rcvenue shall have power- Powers of 
control oft he 

(a) to give effect to the provisions of this Act: *Board of  
RcvcnLlel. 

(b) to issue instructions for the guidance of the 
Director, Settlement OEoers and Assistant Settlement 
Officers. 

7. (1) Every free-hold land shall, if such land has not Survey of 
&en survcycd in accordance with the provisions contained lands- 
in the Tamil Nadu Survey and Boundaries Act, 1923 (Tamil 
Nadu Act VIII of 1923), be surveyed in accordance with 
the provisions of that Act. 

(2) If any land has already been surveyed under the 
Act referred to in sub-section (I), such land may be re- 
surveyed and such re-survey may be limited to what is 
necessary for the ryotwari settlement of that land. 

(3) The cost of the survey or re-survey, except so 
much thereof as is payable by any person under the provi- 
sions of section 8 ofths Tamil Nadu Survey and Boundaries 
Act, 1923 (Tamil Nadu Act VIII of 1923), shall be borne 
by the Government. 

8. (1) The Settlement Officer shall, as soon as may be, Manner of 
after the publication of this Act, effect ryotwari settlement $FWff 
of every free-hold land in accordance with a settlement ,ttlcmcnt. 
notification framed and published by the Government 
for the purpose. 

(2) The said notification shall embody the principles 
adopted in making ryotwari settlements in ryotwari areas 
and shall adopt- 
-- 

* By virtue of section 10 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Revenue 
Abolition Act, 1980 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1980), any reference to 
the Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a reference to the State 
Qovedmet. 
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(a) ;he rates of assessment set out in the settlement 
or re-settlement notification in force on the date of the 
publication of this Act in the district in which the free-hold 
land is situated; or 

(6) i f  mcre than one such notification is in forue 
in that district, the rates set out in one ofthose notifications 
whichthe Government consider to be the most approgriate 
to the case. 

I 
(3) All rates of assessmeht imposed at a ryotwari 

settlemtnt under this section shall be liable to revision 
f r ~ m  tlmc: to time as laid down in the settlement cr re-set- 
tlement notificaticn referred to in sub-sections (1) and (2). 

(4) Any settlement notification published under 
sub-section (1) shall have effect in supersession of any 
settlement or re-settlement notification, if any, already 
in force in respect of the free-hold land concerned. 

(5) Neither such s~ttlement notification nor any 
order passcd in pursuanct thereof shall be liable to be 
questioned in any court of law. 

Owner of 9. (1) Every owner of free-hold land shall, for the 
free-hold land fasli year ccmm~ncing on the 1st day of July 1972 and 
liible to pay for cach subscquznt fasli ycar, be liable to pay to the 
land revenue Govtrnrncnt in respet of his free-hold land the assessment 
to Govern- 
mat.  under the ryotwari settlcmcnt eff~ctcd under this Act. 

(2) The ryotwari assessment payable under sub- 
srction (1) shall be deemed to be public revenue due on 
land within the meaning of the Tamil Nadu Revenue 
Recovery Act, 1864 (Tamil Nadu Act 11 of 1864) and 
shall b-, recoverable under the provisions of that Act. 

Decisisn of 10. (1) If any person disputes- 
certain d i ~ p ~ t r c .  

(i) his liability to pay the ryotwari assessment 
under this Act ; or 

(ii) the applicslticn in respect of his land, of a 
partic;ular rate cf  ryotweri assessment imposed at a ryot- 
wari settlement under section 81 
tl#: Settlzmc;.nt Officer shall decide suoh dispute. 

I 
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(2) From every decision of the Settlement O£ficer 
under sub-section (1) an appeal shall, within such time as 
may b: prescribzd, lie to the Director. 

Explanation.-Nothing in this seciion shall be 
construed as conferring any right on any person to dispute 
the rates of ryotwari assessment imposed at a ryotwari 
settlement under secLion 8. 

11. (1) The *Board of Revenue may- Power of 
revision by 
*Board of 

(i) on its own motion oall for and examine the Raveme. 
reoords of any proceeding under this Act ; or  

(ii) on application made by the owner of free-hold 
land in this behalf, call for and examine the records of 
any proceeding under this Act [not being a proceeding in 
respect of which an appeal lies to the Director under sub- 
section (2) of section 101 

to satisfy itself as to the regularlity of such proceeding 
or the correctness, legality or propriety ofany decision 
or order passed therein, and if, in any oase, i t  appears to 
the *Board of Reve.nue that any such decision or order 
should be modified, annulled, reversed or remitted for 
reconsideration, it may pass orders accordingly : 

Provided that the "Board of Revenue shall nct 
pass any order under this section prejudicial to any party 
unless he has had a reasonable opportunity of making his 
representat ion. 

(2) The Board of Revenue may stay the execution 
of any such decision or order pending the exercise of its 
powers under sub-section (1) in respect thereof. 

(3) Every application to the *Board of Revenue for 
the exercise of its powtrs under this section shall be pre- 
ferred within the prescribed period : 

I 
Provided that the *Board of Revenue may in its discre- 

tion allow further time not exceeding one month for the 

*By virtue of section lO(1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Revenue 
Abolition Act, 1980(Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1980), any reference to tho 
Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a referenca to the State 
Govarnmcnt. 
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I 
filing of any such application if it is satisfied that the appli- 
cant had sufficient cause for not preferring the application 
within the prescribed period. 

I 
ComPUt8tion of 12. In computing the period of limitation prescribed 

pariod oflimita- for an appeal or revision against any decision or order 
tion. under this Act, the time required for obtaining the oerti- 

fied copy of the decision or order shall be excluded. 

Power of*Board 13. The *Board of Revenue, the Director, the Settle- 
of Revenue, ment Offictr or the Assistant Settlement Officer may 
Duector* either on its or his own motion or on the application of 
ment Officer and 
Assistant Settle- any person- I 
ment Officer to I ! 
rectify bonafide (a) if it or he is satisfied that a bona fide mistake ha* 
mistakes andcle- been made in regard to any c'eoision or proceeding under ma errors. this Act, make or cause to be made the necessary correc- 

tion therein ; 

(b) at any time correct or cause to be corrected any 
clerical or arithmetical mistake in any such decision or 
proceeding. 

I 
POWW to take 14. The*Board of Revenue, the Director, the Settle- 
evidence on oath, ment Officer, the Assistant Sittlement Officer or any 
etc. other officer empowered under this Act shall, for the pur- 

poses of this Act, have the same powers as are vested in 
a Court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Central 
Act V of 1908) when trying a suit in respect of the follow- 
ing matters, namely :- 

(a) enforcing the attendanoe of any person and exa- 
mining him on oath ; 

(b) requiring the discovery and production of docu- 
ments ; 

( c )  receiving evidence on affidavit : 

(d)  issuing commissions for the examination of wit- 
nesses ; 
-- - 

wgy virtue of section lO(1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Revenue 
Abolition Act, 1980 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 ~f 1980), any reference to t b  
Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a reference to the State 
aovejnment. 
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and any proceeding before the* Board of Revtnue, the 
Director, the Settlement Officer, the Assistant Settlement 
Officer or any other officer empowered under this Act 
shall be deemed to be a judicial proceeding within the 
meaning of sections I93 and 228, and for the purposes of 
section 196, of the Indian Penal Code (Central Act XLV 
of 1860). 

15. The Government may issue such orders and direc- Power of am- 
tions of a general character, as they may con~ide;~ne?;; ;=: ~ F W  
sary in respect of any matter relating directions. 
powers and auties of the *Board of Revenue, the Director, 
the Settlement Officers and the Assistant S-~tlement 
Offioers. The authority or officer referred to above shall 
give effect to all such orders and directions. 

16. The Government may, by notification, direct Delegation of 
that any power or function exercisable by the Settlement powers. 
Officer under this Act or the rules made thereunder shall, 
in relation to such matters and subject to such conditions 
as may be specified in such notificatien, be exercisable 
also by the Assistant Settlement Officer or such other 
officer subordinate to the Government as may be speci- 
fied in suck notification. 

17. (1) No suit shall lie in any civil court to set aside z1$,:$!@ 
or modify any ryotwari assessment made under this Act. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this Act, the 
decision of any authority or officer under this Act shall be 
final and no civil court shall have ~urisdiclion to decide or 
deal with any question which by or under this Aot is 
required to be decided or dealt with by the authorities or 
officers under this Act. 

18. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding hdemnity. 
shall lie against the Government, the * Board of Reve- 
nue, the Director, the Settlement Officer, the Assistant 
Settlement Officer .or any other. officer empowered under 
this Act for anyth~ng which is In good faith done or in- 
tended to be done in pursuance of this Act or any rule or 
order made thereunder. 

* By virtue of section 10 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Reve 
nue Abolition Act, 1980 (Tamil Nadu Act 36 of 1980), any reference 
to the Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
State Government. 
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 to^^ 19. The *Board of Revenue, the Director, the Settle- 
upm1ande ment Officer, the Assistant Settlement Officcr or any of 

the subordinates of such officers may enter upon any 
land with such other officers and persons as it or he consi- 
ders necessary and make a survey and take measurements 
thereof or do any other act which it  or he considers neces- 
sary for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

to ~ t ~ ~ r a  20. (1) The Government may make rules to carry 
rulsd, out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the gene- 
rality of the foregoing power, suoh rules may provide 
for- 

(a) all matters expressly required or allowed by 
this Act to be prescribed ; 

(b) the form of appeal and application for revision 
under this Act ; 

(c) the procedure to be followed by'the *Board 
of Revenue, the Director, the Settlement Officer and the 
Assistant Settlement Officer when exercising the powers 
under this Act ; 

(d) the fees payable in respect of application6 and 
appeals under this Act ; 

(e) determining the kist or instalrnenta in which 
the ryotwari assessment is payable and the dates on which 
such kist or instalments shall be due. 

I 
21. (1) The Government may, by notification from 

to time to time, include in the Schedule any free-hold land. new entries or 
correct the mtri- 

I CB in tho Sched- (2) Where the entries relating to the revenue num- 
ulo. ber or other particulars relating to a free-hold land speoi- 

fied in the Schedule are found to be either incomplete 
or incorrect, with reference to the corresponding entries 
in the revenue registers, the Government may, by noti- 
fication from time to time, amend suitably the relevant 
entries. --- 

* By virtue of section 10 (1) of the Tamil Nadu Board of Revenue 
Abolition Act, 1980 ( T a d  Nadu Act 36 of 1980), any reference to 
the Board of Revenue shall be deemed to be a reference to the State 
O O V ~ ~ .  I 
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(3) A11 references made in this Aot to the Schedule 
shall be construed as relating to the said Schedule as for 
the time being amended in exercise of the powers con- 
ferred by this section. 

22. (1) All rules made under this Acl and all notifi- ~ u l e s  and noti6- 
cations issued under seotion 21 shall be published in the cations to be 
Tamil Nadu Government Gazette and, unless they are egtag.retM 
expressed to oome into force on a particular day, shall 
come into force on the day on which they are so publi- 
shed. 

(2) Every rule made under this Act and every notifi- 
cation issued under section 21 shall, as soon as possible 
after i t  is made or issued, be placed on the table of both 
Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expiry of 
the session in which it is so placed or the next session, 
both Houses agree in making any modification in any 
such rule or notification or both Houses agree that the 
rule or notification should not be made or issued, the rule 
or notification shall thereafter have effect only in such 
modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be, so 
however, that any such modification or annulment shall 
be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done under that rule or notification. 

23. The provisions of this Act shall have effect Act to override 
notwithstanding anything wnlainrd in any engage- contract, grant, 
ment, contract, grant, ofder or any law for the time being etc. 
in force and any provlslon in any such engagement, con- 
tract, grant, order or law, by virtue of which the owner 
of free-hold is not liable to pay to the Government any 
land revenue or other tax shall be deemed to have become 
inoperative, with effect from the 1st day of July 1972. 

24. Nothing in this Act shall be deemed to affect Act todsct 
the liability of the owner of free-hold land to pay any tax liability of t b  
(including local cess or local cess surcharge) leviable under owner of ftw- 
any law for the time being in  force, hold land to pay 

otbertar#r. 
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District. 

(1) 

North Arcot 

Taluk. Village. serial W 
Survey Extent. ;;; 

number. &r. 

. . Nawalock, S. No. 1 . . . . . . . . 1,605.14 acres. 

other FrMkoIkr. 



Total .. 80 22 
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2l Do. . . Do. 

. . . .Vhiruvaduthurai . . 
F ' . . . . Mekkir~mangalam.. . . . . Samianallur . . 

22 DO. . . Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

23 Do. . . 
24 Do. . . 

. . .. Kadalangudi . . . . . . Thiruvilandur . . 25 Do. . . 
26 Do. . . Do. 

Do. 
%- 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

. . . . Thiruvilandur . . . . . . Agaraklrangudi . . .. .. Uluthakuppai .. .. . . Manakudl . . . . .. Mannanpandd . . 

Do. . e 

Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

. . . Kulichar . . .. . . Nallathukudi . . . . . . Memathur . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 
Do. . . 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

. . . . Kilmathur . . . . . . Tiruchampalli . . . . Porasalur . . . . . . Arupathi . . 
Do. . . 
Do. a n  

Do. 
Do. . . 

. . Mudikandanalluur . . . . Kalakastinapuram 
Kalamanallur . . 

38 Do. . . 
39 Do. . . 
40 Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

41 DO. . . Do. 

42 Do. . . Do. . . Thiruvidakkalai . . 
. . Cuddalore . . . . Pooncheri . . .. Kiayur . . 

43 Do. . . 
44 Do. . . 
45 Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do 



Wkal Kame ofthe Na~,,z of the #a&&. Name of the T.D. Extent. t r r  
nwnber. &strict. vilkzge. number. r A c W 

Wet. Dry. 

(1) (2) ($1 (4) (5)  (6) (7) 

A. C. A. C. 

46 Thk-mmW - Mawram . . Tholuthalangudi . . . . 1187 4 26 . . '2 
1043 19 88 .. 9 
1175 7 66 

41 Do. .. Do. . . Thiruvjlayattam . . . . 1064 7 61 " %& 
48 Do. . . Do+ . . Nalladi .. 1062 10 89 " 'L 

49 Do. .. Do. . . . . ~harmadan8'~- . . 11 32 87 79 . a :, 
50 DO. .. Do. . . Manalmedu . . . . 1115 6 34 .. 0 2 

. . s- 
1117 28 20 .. a.; 
1095 5 25 .. pz 
1106 0 89 
1116 2 03 * -  ga 

51 Do. ., Do. . . T. Manamedu . . . . 1137 62 02 3"47 8 
1138 75 48 - 

52 - DO. - .,--- Do.- . . 1 . . . 1 0 5 5  6 63 l"43 2 
1065 49 89 

63 5 21 
Do. Do. .. .. Kothangudi .. .. 1042 1 12 

54 . . Do. . . Do. .. Eduthukattt .. .. 1052 12 93 
s 

55 Do. . . Do. . . Palayapalayam . . .. 553 13 51 
56 Da .. Do. . . Punganur .. .. 

Do. ;::{ 139 35 
67 

1-.62 5 
4 87 2 Do... .. .. Sirkali .. Edakudyvadapatd .. 562 862 52 36 78 

?: 
595 

58 Nanailam . . Melaramansethi . . . . 1242 :iv 277 07 26 73 i? 
59 Da .. Peralam .. .. .. 1241 178 85 . . * 

, 

Do. 
Do. 



Wet. Dry. 
A. C. A. C. 

Total . . 5,102 42 743 30 -- - 
Gmid Total .. 5.845 72 acres. 




