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TA1LILTJ NADU ACT NO 3 OF 1981** 

THE TAMIL NADU ABOLITION OF POSTS OP 
PART-TIME VILLAGE OFFICERS ACT, 1981. : 

[Received the assent of the Governor on the 2nd M d  
198 1 ,  first published in the Tamil Nadu Government 
Gaze% e Extraordimry on the 2nd March 19Sf (Mmi 
19, ~owthti-2012-ThiruvaNuvar Aanduj.1 

An Act to abolish the posts of part-time Village Officers 
in the State of Tamil Nadu. 

.i 
Wxastw the State Government are of the opirriant $ha# 
the system of part-time Village Officers is out-modeiEdgd 
does not fit in wit.. the modern needs of village admink- 
tmtlon ; I 

AND WHEREAS the State Gover~ment have, after car* 
consideration, t a b  a policy decision to abolish pll t@ 
posts of part-time Village Officers on grounds of a& 
ministrative necessity and to introdwe a systetn of w e -  
time officers to be in charge of village a d m h I i ~ t r & ~ ~  ; 

BE it enacted by the Legislature ot' tb State of Tanril 
- Nadu in tbe Thirty-second Year of the Republic of hd.h 1 

as follows :- 

Short title and 1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Abolition 
1 

oommsncemente of posts of part-time Village Officers Act, 1981. 

(2) It shall be deemed to have come into f m  on 
the 14th November 1980. 

J 

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,- 
, ' Definitions. 

(a) "appropriate authority" means any officer of 
the Revenue Department not below the rank of District 
Revenue Officer having jurisdiction ovei the revenue village 
within his district ; 

(b) "competent authority" means- 

(i) in the Madras district, the Personal Assistant 
(General) to the Collector of Madras; and 

* For Statement of Objects and Reasons,see Tamil Nadu Govern' ,,,. -+ Gazette ~xtraordinary,dated the 29th January 198 J , Part IV- 
Section 1, pages 55-56$ 

3- 
- 



c r u  k Rei;:~.:e t71~i~it7n;fl 
OEcer having jurisdiction over the revenue yillage within 

f 11 is division ; 
@ 

I (c) ccG~~ernment" means the State Government ; 
i 
! (d) "law" includes any rule, by-law, regulstion, 

i xl-otifktion, scheme, form or order ; 

t (e): "part-time Village Officer" means Village Head- 
man (including .4dditional Village Headman), Village 
Karnam (including Chief Karnam and Additional Village 
Karnam) or Triune Officer appointed under- 

(i) the Madras Propriet ory Estates' Village Service 
Act, 1894 (Madras Act I1 of 18941, or the Madras 
~leriditary Village Offices P ct, 1895 ' ( ~ a d r a s  Act 111 of 
1895); 

(ii) the B~ard's Standing Orders ; 
i (iii') the Tamil Nadu Village Officers Service 

linlecs, 1970 or any other rules made under the proviso 
to ArticIe 309 of the Constitution; or 

(iv) any other law, 

but does not indude Grama Kavalar, Grama Paniyalar 
and Pasana Kavalar ; 

(f) ''Village Administrative Officer" mea ns an sfficer 
appointed under sub-section (1) of section 4. 

3. The posts of part-time Village Officers in the State Abolition of the 
of Tamil Nadu are hereby abolished with effect on and posts of part- 

tlme Village from the date of the commencement of this Act and every Officers and person who holds the post of part-time Village Officer persons hol- in any part of the State of Tamil Nadu shall, with effect ding suchposts 
on and from such date, cease to hold such post. to cease to hold 

office. 
4. (1) Sub-iect to the provisions of sub-section (2) and Appointment 

the rules made under section 6, the cornpetc nt ~a tho r i t y  Village Ad- 
m:nistrative may appoint a person as Village A.dministrative Officer Officers, 

for one or more revenee villages, 
(2) No person shall be eligible for appointment to 

the post of Village Administrative Officer unless he 
possesses the minimum general educationttl qualification 
referred to in rule 12 (a) (i) of Part I1 of the Tamil Nadu 
State and Subordinate Services Rules and prescribed in 
Schedule I to the said Part TI. 

(3) The Village Administrative Officer shall be a 
whole-time Government servant, 
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(4) The posts of Village Administrative Officers 
shall form a separate category in the Tamil Nadu Ministerial 
4ervice. 

(5) The Village Administrative Officer shall perform 
the duties relating to the collection of land revenue, taxes 
and other sums due to the Government, maintenance of 
village records an3 such other duties (including the 
implementaticg at the village level of the schemes of ths 
Government) as may be assigned to him by tha appro- 
priate authority from time to time. 

(6) The Government or any officer or authority 
authorised by them in this behalf may sanction, from time 
ro time, the creation of such number of posts of Village 
Administrative Officers as may be necessary for the purpose 
of this Act. 

* 
to bo 5. (1) Every person who ceases to hold the post of paid on abolit- 

ion of msts of part-time Village Officer by reason of section 3, shall be 
part-time Vill- paid an amount for the total service put in by him as 
a* OfBcers* part-time Village Officer and such amount shall be deter- . 

mined in accordance with the provisions of sub-section 
GI* 

(2) The amount referred to in sub-section (1) shall 
be calculated at the rate of one-half of the monthly emolu- 
ments for every year of total service put in by the person 
referred to in sub-section (1). 

Explanation.--For the purposes of this section,- 

(a) where the total servioe,- 

(i) 'includes a period which is a podon of a 
.year or 

(ii) is a period Lss than s ywu ; 
c ,  

the amount payable for the period referred to h *ub- t i  

clause (i) or (ii), as the case may be, shall be an ambnt ,I 

beaJing to the amount payable for om year of total j 
=vice, the same proportion as the said period bears 
to a period of o m  year of total sarvice; 

/ 

(6) "monthly emolume~t6"' shall me=,- 
(0 Honoraaium ; 
(ti) l?andwyat Davdopmont AUOW&, T 
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which were payable to the part-time ViUage Officer for 
the whole of the calender month immediately preceding 
the date of the commencement of this Act, that is, 
the month of October 1980, and 

(iii) an amount equal to one-twelfth of the 
consolidated annual Travelling Allowance for the year 
ending with the 31st March 1980: 

Provided that where the part-time Village Officer 
was on leave other than casual leave or was absent without 
authorisation, or was under suspension, during the whole 
or part of the month of October 1980, t h e  monthly 
emoluments shall mean,- 

(i) Honorarium ; and 

(ii) Panchayat Development A110 wance, 

which would have been payable to him for the whole of 
the said month of October 1980 but for such leave, absence 
or suspension, and I 

(iii) an amount equal to one-twelfth of the 
consolidated annual Travelling Allowance for the year 
ending with the 3 1st March 1980; 

(c) "total service" shall not include any period 
during which a part-time Village Officer was- 

(i) on leave other than casual leave, or 
(ii) absent without authorisation, or 
(iii) under suspension. 

(3) (a) The competent authority shall, either,-suo- 
motu or on an application made, determine by an order 
in writing the amount to be paid under sub-section (1) 
aud such order: shall, subject to an appeal under sub- 
~ection (6), be hd; 

(b) The application referred to in clause (a) 
s h a h  made ,by the person referred to in sub-section 
(I), or in the event of the death of such person, by his 
legal heir or heirs,within such time and in such form a d  
manner as may be prescribed : 

Provided that before passing an order under this 
sub-section, the competent authority shall give a reason- 
able opportunity of being heard to the person or perrom 
columwia 



(4) The amount payable under sub-secticn (1) hhall 
be paid within a period of six months,- 

(a) in case where there is no appeal, from. tha 
date of the order of the competent authority unda sub- 

/ 
section (3) : 

(b) ir case where there is appeal, from the date 
of the order of the District Collector under sub-sdon 16). 

(5) In the event of death of the person concerned 
before payment of the amount under sub-section (I), 
the amount remained so unpaid on his death, shad be 
paid to his legal heir or heirs. 

(6) If any parson is aggrieved by an order of the com- 
petent authority under sub-section (3), he may prefer an 
app:al to the District Collector within the prescribed 
pe!+ic,d and the District Collector may pass an order on 
the appeal as he deems fit : 

Provided that the District Collector may qnte++a 
the agpeal after the expiry of the prescribed perrod 4 he 
is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient 
cause from preferring the appeal in time : 

~ ; ~ v i d ~ d  further tllat the District C~olllecto shall, 
before passing the order on the appeal prefemd to him 

this sub-section, give a reasonable opportunity of 
being heard to the appellant. 

(7) The order passed by the District Collector under 
sub-sectlon (6) shall be final. 

Conditions of 6.  Subject to the provisions of Article 311 of the Con- 
scrvice of the st itution, the Government may make rules regulstiq the Village 
Administrative recruitment and conditions of service of the Valw 
0-r in a Administrative Offi~ers. 
revenue villagee 
~ c t  to override 7. The  provision^ d this Act  hall have effect nohkith- 
other laws. standing anything inconsistent therewith c~ntainad~id any 

law for the time being in forc~. 

~onstmtion 8 h the application d an law, any r e f e ~ q e  to the Y of references Viaage badman, Additions Village headman, Viaage a 

to villa= kamarn. Chief kamam, Additional Vibge,-  kamam; 0iTlc:rs. 4 
Triune Officer or Village ~ffi,:er sbafl, unkg.the oonteht ..6 

i 

otherwife requires, be deemed to ha a refere-~to tck Vil- s 

lage A Pministrative O&er appointed in 
more revenue villages under 

4, 8 person appointed under section 14. . ,  .(/ 
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9. ( i f  If aoy dificulty arises in giving effect t,o the mZr .to , n* 
provisions of this Ast, the Government mav make such move dmub 
order not incollsistent with the provisions 'bf this Act ties. 
as may appear to them to be necessary or expedient for 
the purpose of removing the difficulty : 

Provjded that no such order shall be made after the 
expiration of two years from the date of the commence- 
ment oft his Act. 

(2) E w q  order made under this section shall, as soon 
as afM it is made, be laid before 9ach House of the 
Legisht~re. 

10. For the removal of doubts, it is l~creby declared Removal 
that nothing contained in this Act shall apply to-- U U U ~ ~ S .  

(i) the posts of kari~ams which are held by whole- 
time Government Servants in the City of Madras ; and 

(ii) the posts of Village Officers and Village Assis- 
tants which are held by the whole-time Government 
Servants in the Kanyakumari district and Shencottah talufr 
o;f the Tirunelveli district. 

11. (I) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (21, certda peed- 
log proceed- llotwithst anding anything contained in any law for the ings to abate, 

time being in force,-- I 

(a) all proceediiigs including appeals and revisions 
relati% to the appointment of part-time Village Officers, 
and 

(5) all departmental disciplinary lnoceedings 
including appeals and revisions against part-time Vibge 
OEcers, 

pending before any authority or Govern~neilt on the date 
afthe commencement of this Act shall abate. 

(2) Nothing contained in sub-sect!on ( I )  shall afZect 
any oridmi procee6i !xg! (including i nvestigaibn , trial, 
appeal or revision) ngalnst part-time Village Officers in 
respect of any offence falling under the India11 Penal 
CQ& (Central Act XLV ~f 1860) or under any other 
criminal law and acco~~dingly all such crimina! proceedings 
sl~all be instittrted or continued. 



.Power to make 12. (1) The Government may make rules to cany out - h@b. all or any of the purposes of this Act. 
' 

(2) All rules made under this Act shall .be published 
in the Tamil Nadu' Government Gazette and unless they are 
expressed to come into force on a particular day, shall 
come into fore on the day on which they are so published 

(3) Every rule made under this Act $hall, a9 soon as 
possible after it is made, be placed on the table of both 
Houses of the Legislature, and if, before the expb of the 
session in which it is so placed or the next session, both 
Houses agree in making any modification in any such 

# .  . rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not k 
. x 

made, the rule shall thereafter have effea only in such 
modified form or be of no effect, :%S the ctim may be, SO, 
however, that any such modification or annulment shall be 
without prejudice to the validity of anything previously 
done under that rule. 

Penalty for not 13. Notwithstanding anything contained in 'any otbar 
handing over law,--. 
of lYiMSd8 and 
other pr0W.e~ 
of village ad- 

(2) any part-time ViUage Officer who cease$ to 
.mination. such part-time Village Officer under section 3, shall on 

demand, hand over immediately any records and pro- 
. I *  perties of the village administration, which are in, or haw 

come iuto, his possession or control to the o f f k  appointed 
user sec.tion 14; 

(8) if any such part-time Villa e *r f& to 
comply with the provisions of clause (a 5 , he shall, on cdn- 
viotion by a Metropolitan Madstrate or a Judicial Magis- 
trate of the first class, be punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to three years,oi with fine 
which may extend to five thousand rums, or with both. 

Interim 14. NotwithHmd;ing anything contained in s a w i o n  
am-nt. (1) of section 4, until the Village Administrative OfNcers 

are appointed in respect o! one or more revenue vi- 
under sub-section (1) of section 4, the competent authority 
m y ,  as an interim arrangement, appoint- 

0 myaacs  
the rank of a J d o z  
T~hssUari or 
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(ii) any officer of any other department of the 
Government, to discharge the functions of the Village 
Administrative Officers under this Act for one or more 
revenue villages. 

15. No civil court shall have jurisdiction i~ Bar of jurisdic- 
of any order passed by the competent authority, appro- tion of civil 
priate authority or District Collector, and no stay or CO; rls. 
injunction shall be granted by a court in respect of any 
action taken or to be taken by tbe competent authority, 
a propriate authority or District Collector, in pursuance F o any power conferred by o r under this Act 

16. (1) The Tamil Nadu Abolition of posts of part-time Repeal and 
Village Officers Ordinance, 1980 (Tamil Nadu Ordinance ""*g. 
10 of 1980), is hereby repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or 
any action taken under the said Ordinance shall be deemed 
to have been done or taken under the corresponding 
provisions of this Act, as if this Act had come into force 
on the 14th November 1980. 




