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Act XXI of 1857 

(The Howrah Of'fcnces Act, 1857.)' 

- 
Act XVI or 1874. 
Act XLI of 1891. 
Acl I of 1903. 
Bcn. Acl V of 1876. 
Ben. Acl III of 1884. 
Wesl Ben. Act XXXII of 

' 

1957. 

. . . ... rBcn. Acl IV of 1913. 
L ~ c n .  Act V of 1922. 

(a) The Govcrnmcnl of India 
(Adapration of Indian 
Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

(b) The Adaptation of Laws 
Order, 1950. 

(IOtlr July, 1857.) 

An Acr lo rtrake berler provisiorl for tlze order alrd good govenlntent 
'* * * * * of the sta~ion of Howrah. 

WHEREAS Acls have been passcd for regulating lhc policc and 
for thc conservancy and irnprovemcnt of h e  town of Calcurla and of 
the othcr prcsidcncy-rowns; and whcrcas 1xge porlions oi-' * * * 
thc slat ion of Howrah are no1 less populous than pans of thc said town, 
and il will conducc lo the order and good governmenl of thc said4* *' 

station that some df h e  provisions or the said Acts, wilh certain 
ncccssafy modifications, should be e~lendcd ro the said' * * sinlion; 
11 i s  cnxrcd as follows :- 

1. Whoever is charged with having cornmilled any of ~ h e  Carts 

offences menuoned in this Act, within h e  limits of the said j* * under 
this Act stalion, as described in [he schedule hcrcunlo annercd. may bc lried ,vhom 

for any such offence by the magislralc within whose jurisdiction h e  ,, b, 
offence is alleged to have been comrnit~cd; rricd. 

and, on conviclion, may be scntcnced by such Magislratc to h e  
punishment hereinafter prescribed for Ihe offence. 

'Shon Ti1lc.-This shon titlc w x  givcn by rhc h c n d i n g  Acc. 1903 (1 of  1W3). 
Local Exlcn1.-nis Act applics only 10 Haw& -see (hc titlc and prumblc. 
I h c  words "of thc suburbs of Cdculta md" which wcn: m p d c d  by rhc Rc- 

waling Act. 1874 (XVI or 1874). m omiclcd. 
JTbc words "the suburbs or  the said town of Cnlculla and of ', in Ihc prcnmblc, 

wcrc rcpcalcd. ;bid. 
'Thc words "suburbs and" rvcrc rcpcalcd, ibid. 
T h c  words "suburbs or". wcrc rcwlcd,  ibid, 
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[Act XU 

Possession or stolcn 

propeny by m e  
who rails ro accounl 
wtisfaclonly lot h c  
posscssion. 

Powct ro summon 
persons d c c l ~ d  to 
hwc hJ possfssion 
o r  sluko propny 
within thc jurisdic- 
lion of rhc Mqis- 
tT;1IC. 

Pendry i T  such 
possession hudu-  
Icnl. 

2. Ciarise 1.-Whocver has in his posscssion, or conveys in 
any manncr, anyhing whicbmay be reasonably suspected ol being 
stolen or fraudulen~ly oblained. shall, if he h i 1  to accounl satisfaclorily 
how he came by h e  samc, bc liable ro a penally no1 exceeding one 
hundred rupecs, or LO inlprisormcnt, with or wilhout hard labur ,  for 
any term not exceeding rhrec months. 

Clause 2.-lf any person, chargcd with having or conveying 
mything stoIen or Iraudulently oblained, shall declare thal he received 
the same rrorn some othcr pcrson, or [ha[ he was employed as a carrier, 
agcnt or senant lo convey h e  samc far some other person, 

the Magisuate may cause evcry such ohcr persan. and also, if 
necessary, cvery former or prelcnded purchaser or other peison through 
whose possession Ihe same shall have passed (provided thal such olher 
penon shall bc allcged 10 havc had possession of rhe same wilhin he 
jurisdicrion of such Magis~ale) to be brought bclorc him and examined, 
and shdl cxamine witness= rouching the same; 

and if i t  appear 10 such Magistrate that any pcrson so broughl 
befoe him hd posscssion of such thing, and had reasonable causc to 
believe rhe same lo have been stolen or unlawfully obhncd, such 
person shall be liable lo a penalty not crcecding one hundred rupees, 
or to irnprisonmenl, with or wirhout hard labour, Tor any tcrm nor 
cxccding rhree manlhs. 

3. Any person found, belwecn sunser and sunrise, armed wilh 
any dangerous or dfensive insirumcnt whalsoevcr, wilh intent to com- 
mit any orfence against rhc pcrson or properly of anorher; 

any reputed thief found, bctwccn sunsel and sunrise, on b o d  
any vcssel or boat, or lying or hircring in any bamr, slrcel, road, yard, 
rhoroughfare or other place, who shall not givc a satisfaclo~y account 
of himsel l; 

any person found, h ~ w e e n  sunsel and sunrise, having his face 
covercd or ohcnvjse disguised, wilh in ten^ to commit any such offencc 
as aforesaid; 

any peaon fourid, belween sunset and sunrise, in any dwelling- 
housc or other building whatsoever, without k i n g  ablc salisfaclorily to 
account for his presence therein; 

and any pcrson having in his posscssion, wilhoui lawful excuse 
( the proof of which excuse shdl be on such person). any implement OF 
house-breaking; 

shdl be liable lo irnprisonmcnt, wilh or wilhauc hnrd labour, for 
a term no[ exceeding hm monlhs; 

and any such person may bc takcn into cus~ody by any police- 
oficer without a warrani. 



The Howmh Oflences Acr, 1857. 

4 to 6. [Penolry for carrying amls withordl authorip; order for 
nlair~renance of wives or clrildretl; penalty lor harborrritrg d e s e ~ e n  
fionr ~~rercllanr-vesse1s.l-Rep. by the Bengal Murricipol Act, 1884 (Ben. 
Act III of 1884). 

7. On h e  complaint of lhrw or more householdcrs that a house Brothc]s, 
in their irnrncdiatc neighbourhocd is used as a common brothel or 
lodging-housc for proslilutes or disorderly persons of any descriplion, 
to the annoyancc of the respeclablc inhabitan& of h c  vicinity, (he 
Magisrite may summon the owncr or tenant of he housc to answer he 
complaint; 

and on k i n g  sausficd that the house is so used, and is Ihercfore 
a source of annoyance and' offence 10 h c  ncighbours, may order the 
owner or tenant to disconlinue such use of it; 

and, if hc shall fail lo compIy with such ordcr wihin five days, . 
may impose upon him a fine lo thc cxlenl of ~wen~y-f ive rupees for 
every day therdcr that the housc shall be so used. 

8, 9. [Licenses for rerail sale of spirititotu or ferntenred 
liquors-]-Rep. by the &ngal Murdcipal Acr, 1884 (Ben. Act IiI of 
1884). 

10. [Petrolty for owlling or keepitrg, or liming charge of o 
gaming-house, etc.1-Rep, by r. 18 (c) of the Wesr Bengal Gan~blitrg 
arrd Prize Compe~irions Act, 1957 (West Ben. Act XXXJl of 1957). 

11. [Perraity for being fourd playing in a ganling-house. 1- 

Rep, by s. 18 (c) of {Ire West Bengol GanlbIirlg aad Prize Corn- 
pelirions Act. 1957 (West Ben. Act XXXII of 1957.) 

12. [Magistrate nmy arrt/~ofize c e ~ a i n  police-ofiers to enter a 
gaming-lrouse for the ptr rpose of search and seizure.]-Rep. by s. 18 (c) 
of the Wesr Be,rgal Gonibling and Prize ~bnl~elirions Act, 1957 (Wesr 
Ben. Act XXXII of 1957). 

13. [On canvicrion for keeping a goniing-house, itu~runret~ts of 
ganrirlg ro be destroyed. erc.1-Rep. by s. 18 (cJ of [he West Bengal 
Gambling and Prize Conlpetitions Act, 1957 (West Ben. Acr X m I  of 
1957). 



Liccnrcs 
by Magisln~c 
for sale 
and deposit 
or gunpowdcr. 
CIC. 

[Act XXZ 1 

14. [Porriotr oj file may be paid to i~lfornrer.]-Rep. by s- 
18(c) o f tlre Wesr Bengal Ganrbling a d  Prize Co~~~pehtioirs Act, 1957 
(Ilresr  bet^. Acr A T X I 1  of 195T). 

15. [Gorrrbli~ig in rl~e str~eks.]-Rep. by s. 18 (c)  of rhe West 
Bargal Ga~~lblirrg a~rd Prize Con~pefilio~u Acl, I957 {West ,Bell. Acr 
x m  of 1957). 

15A. [Exewplior~ of gonrcs of nlere skill.]-Rep. by s. 18'(cj of 
file West Bwtgui Galrrlrltrtg a~ld Prize Conlpalirior~s Act, 1957 ( Wexr 
Berr. Act XXXII qf 1957). 

1 7  [Pa~vrrbrokers, erc., ro report srolerr propem, pa\mrbro- I 
kers, efc., when ro be deenied receivers of stolet~ gaods.1-Rep. Ly 111e 
Berlgal M~tnicippal Act, 1884 (Berr. rlcr ilI of 1884). I 

18. Whcevcr manufactures gunpowder, i 
or, without a license from chc Magis~aie, has in his possesion 

in any housc, shop, warehouse or other building, ar any onc iirnc, a 1 
greater quanrity of gunpowder than Len pou~~ds, 

shall be Iiablc to a fine not exceeding two hundred mpces, and 
also lo forfeir such gunpowder so manufactured or processcd, logelher 
with the vessel or receptacle in which ir may bc containcd. 

19. The Magistralc may @an1 lo any person a ljcefise for Ihc 
sale or keeping in dcposil of any quantity of gunpower no1 cxcccding 
firly pounds on such conditions. and for such term not exceeding onc 
year. XG ihaIl be specifid in thc Ucensc; 

and any pcrson who shall be guilty nf a breach of my of such 
condjtions shall bc liable 10 a finc no1 exceeding one hundred rupees, 
and lo fo3cit all gunpowdcr so kept in deposit c o n m   hereto. and rhc 
vessels containing i t ,  and also lo forfcit his licensc. 

Pcndty ior 20. Who~vcr is found drunk and incapable of raking care of 
dntnkenncss. birnself or is gulicy of any riolous or indecent behaviour in any sweet 
or riotous or 
indcccn~ or ~horoug~ia re  or in ony placc of pulhic amusement or resoa, 
bchaviour 
in public. and whocvcr is guil~y of v i ~ l e n t  hehaviour in any poIicc-office, 

shall be liable ' l o  3 fine not cxcecdjng twenty rupces, or ro 
imprisonment, wirh or wilhoul hard labour, for a Icrm no[ cxcccding 
founcen days. 
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21. Whocvcr wilfully and indecendy exposes his person, or 
commits a nuisance by easing himself in or by rhe side of or near to 

a n y  public strat or horoughiarc or place, shall bc liable lo a fine not 
exceeding ten rupees, or, in default of payrnenr hereof, lo 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a term no1 exceeding 
founcen days. 

22. Whtxver, in any public road, street, thoroughfare or place, 
begs or applies for alms, or exposes or exhibils any sares, wounds, 
bodily ailment or deformity wilh h e  object of cxciung charily or of 
obtaining alms, 

or whoever seeks for or obrains alms by means of any falsc 
stalcment or prelenca, 

shall be liable to imprisonment, with or wihout hard labour, for 
any tcrm not exceding onc month. 

23. Whoever, in any public slrccl, road, homughfacc or place 
of public resod, commirs any of he following offences, shall bc liable 
lo a Fine not exctxding rwenty rupees :- 

(11 Whmver drives or rides any animal or drives my vehicle 
in a manner so rash or negligent as to indicale a want ofduc regard for 
h e  safely of ohcrs : 

(ii) Whoevcr negligently lets loose any horse, or suffers to be 
a1 large any ferocious dog withouL a muzzle, or sels on or urges any dog 
or other animal to attack, worry or put in fear any person. horse or other 
animal : 

( i i i )  Whccvcr, being in charge of a cart, carriage or horse, 
leavcs il ar such a diskncc as not to have Ihe same undcr due control: 

(iv) Whoevcr faslens any animal so as to causc obsmclion or 
danger lo parsengers : 

(v) Whoever cruelly beats, abuses or lomres any animal : 

(vi) Whocvcr sets fire to or bums any straw or other matter, or 
lighrs any bonfirc, or wantonly discharga any firearm or air-guo, or lch 
off or throws any firework, or sends up any fire-balloon. 

24. [Bmtirlg drunrc, tomtom, etc.1-Rep. by ttze Bengal 
Mrdnicipal Act, I884 (Ben Acr III of 1884). 

Pcndly lor h e  
following olfenax 
in public 
SUEeU. ClC.- 

furious or ncg!igcnr 
driving or riding : 
letting lmsc 
horsm. fcr~cious 
dogs, crc : 

Imving cml, crc,, 
wilhou~ control : 

lighting fim and 
dischuging guns. 
IirCwoTkS, crc. 

25 to 32. [Penalp for deposititlg diri on street. etc.; allowitrg 
sewerage to flow on street; frrrure obstructio~rs in streel; taking up 
pavetlien!; rent oval of projecrions front Ilouses; 11 owes projecting to be 
ser back whet1 raken down; power ro [rim hedges bordering ori 
roads.]-Rep. by the Bengal Mtu~icipol Act, 1876 (Ben Act V of 1876). 



Police+ftiar may 
arresf without wvranl 
on vicw or  ulieuw. 

PoliaxlIic~r m y  
lake into mtody, 
wl~ I~oul  w m t ,  per. 
sons chsrged with 

, aggmvared aswlt m- 
ccn~ly cammilred. 

Pcrsonr mkco 
, into cwtody 

by 3 plicc- 
orficcr, without 
W m l .  
may lx 
dcraincd in 
policc-oficc 
unlil brought 
More 
Magistme 
or bailed. 

[Act 

(Seerions 33-53.] 

33 to 37. [Houses in datrgerorcs state; sale of morerinls of srrck 
houses ; penalty far not removing filth; filthy Itouses, ere.; f i I f / ~ y  cartle- 
stalls, elc,J-Rep. by the Bertgol Mutricipdl Act, I884 (Bet!. Act III of 
1884). 

38 IUcerrsit~g ~fptrbIic necessaries.3-Rep, by rh~! Bengal MII- 
tzicipol Acr, 1876 (Ben. Act V of 1876). 

39. Ilt'eglectirrg private drairis, etc.1-Rep. by the Betrgal Mu- 
nicipal ACI, 1884 (Berr. Act 111 of 1884). 

40 to 45. [Penal0 Jor foulitrg water; power lo fill icp 
urr wholesome rank; power to drain ofl stagnmrt poo1~; pmalp fur not 
ligh~itig deposits of brrildirtg nwrenals or exca~,atiorrs; er~uiu~ing of 
darlgeroiis places; penally jar esiablishing slaughrer-h~tises wifhotrr 
1icer~e.l-Rep. by rhe BengoI Mtlnicipal Acr, 1876 (Bcn. Acr V uf18761. 

46. [U~rclearr slatrglrrer-houses.]-REF. by rile B ~ ! J ~ u /  
Murricipoi ACI, 1884 (Ben. Acr Iii of 1884). 

47 to SO. [Offensive trades; buriaI arrd burn~t~g groutids; stray 
dogs.]-Rep. by tlrs Bengal Municipal Act, 1876 {Ben. ACI V of 1876). 

-51. Any police-off~ccr may arrest wilhwt a warrant any person 
committing in his view any offcncc againsl h i s  Act, if thc name and 
address of such person be unknown to him. 

52. Any policesificer may take into custody, wilhout a 
warrant, any person who is charged with conuni~ting an aggravated 
assult, in every case in which hc shall have good rcason lo believe thal 
such assault has been commilkd although no1 in his view, and thal, by 
rcason of thc recent cokisslon of Ihe oifence, a wamnt could not ' 

havc bctn oblaiilcd for h e  apprehension of rhe offender. 

53. Every pcrson laken into custody wimou~ a warrant by a 
police-oflicer under this Act shall bc taken to h e  nearcsl police-oficc. 
in order that such person may be detained until he can be brought beforc 
thc Magisme, or until hc shall enrcr inro recognizances, with or 
withuut surelies lor his appearance More the Magislrarc, 

- Any person so daajned and no1 cnlering inlo rccongnizancG 
shall be carried before the Magistme within iwen\y-four hours from Ihc 
lime of his being lakca into custody. 
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54. Upon any information or complaint laid before h e  
vagislnle of any ofcncc committed againsr this Act, the Magistrate 
may summon h e  person charged to appear a1 a time to be menuoned 
in hc summons, or, if hc sees sufficienl cause lor so doing, may issue 
a warrant for his apprehension. 

P d u r c  
on informdon 
or complninr 
laid before 
the Mngislmrc 
of m 
offencc n g k t  
fhis Act. 

In all cases OF offenccs punishable w i h  fine only, if after due 
scrvicc of summons h e  person cliarged shall not appcar in pursuance 
hcrcoi, (he Magistale, a[ his discretion, may hear and determine h e  
c x e  i n  his absence. 

55. [Recovery o j  costs or expenses.]-Rep. by Ihe Anlendilrg 
Act, 1903 ( I  oJ 1 903). 

56. Any  join^ Magiskate or Deputy Magismale duIy authorized Jurisdiction. 
lo exercisc the powers OF a Magistrate, and any Assistanl vesrcd with . 

special powcrs may, in cases refcrredro him by the Magiskak, excrcise 
all the powcrs vested in a Magistrate by this Act. 

57. [Application of $tres.]-Onlined by the First Sclr edule of 
the Govenlntmt of Irldia (Adaprariorr QJ Indian h w s )  Order. 1937. 

58. [Supersession of Act XXI of 184I.J-Rep. by rhe Anrending 
Act, 1891 (XI1  of 1891). 

59. [Itlrerpreratiot~.]-Rep. by s. lB(c) of the Wesr Bengol 
Ganrblitrg mrd Prize Con~periiiotrs Act, 1957 (West Beti- Act XXXII of 
1957). 

- 'Words repdcd by the Amcnding Act. 1903 fl or 1903), are omitted. 

T h e  work "Provided also ha no a p p u l  shall lic from any ordcr of a 
Magisink pmcd wilh thc sanction of rhc Licutcnmt Cavcmor o l  Bengd undcr scction 
49 of this Acl" which wcrc rcwlcd by thc Arncnding Act. 1891 (XI[ of 1891). u c  
omiacd. 



[Act XXX of 1857.J 

{Sclredule.) 

'SCHEDULE 

Of places irrcluded ill '* * * * S~urio~r of Howmh 

JX * C Y * * 

STATION OF HOWRAH. 

Howrah (including). 
Panchanantda. 
Julahihaparo. 
Chandmari (with Tandcl Bagan). 
N o d  Beua. 
Sourh Betra. 
Ichapur. 
Saunpur. 
Goladanga. 
Ramkrishnapur. 
KhuraL (with Kasaandiya). 
Ct~akarber. 
Santragachhi. 
Sathgharra. 
Gudar Hal (with Kinkar Chalttcrjea's Hal). 
Battore. 

Sibpur (wilh Baji Sibpur, Majerhat, Bharpara. Bhallatala, 
Sriharinaupara. Bishop's College and Company's BolanicaI 
Garden). 
Padrnapukhar. 
South Baksara. 
North Baksara. 

Salkiya (including). 
Bandaghat (wilh Haraganj and Banu jyapara). 
Ghoosery (wirh Bhat Bagan). 
Malipanchghm. 
Bmackporc. 
Bcllur. 
Naksha. 
Chakpm. 
Nallua. 
Belgachhiya (with Paikan Belgachhiya). 
B ahmangachi. 
Chaurasia (with Dharmlala, Goghala and Babudanga). 
Golabari (wirh Filkhana). 

- 

'This Schcdule is rcfcrrcd to in secLion 1, nnrc. 
%l: words "Suburbs of  Calculr~and" which wcn: repealcd by thc Rewifing 

Act, 1874 (Xvl or 1874), arc omiltcd. 
'The words "Suburbs 01 Calcur~n" wcm rcpcaled, ibid. 




