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Bengal Act I of 1887 
[THE CALCUTTA SURVEY ACT, 1887.1 

Preamble. 

Secuon. 
1 .  Shom iille. 

(Conrr~re~rcerrret l t .~  Repealed. 
Local extent. 

2. Interpretation clause. 
3. Slale Governmenr may ordcr survey and appoint Supcrin tendent. 
4. Superintendent may enter upon land. 
5. Superinlendenr lo give notice before enlering on land. 
6. Persons summoned failing to appcar are bound by [he survcy. 
7. In cmc of dispute, Assisram Superinrendcnt to hold an i n q u j l .  
8 .  Procedure i n  case of dispute as to boundaries. 
9. Power of Assislant Supcriniendent LO enforce altcndancc of witnesses. 

10. Afrer inquiry, A s s i s h n ~  Superintendent to record his dccision. 
11. An appca1 shall lie lo the Board of Revenue. 
1 2  Powcr to rcicr to arbitmion. 
13. On failure of an arbitrator to acr, ano~her may be appointed. 
14. Appoinlmenl of an urnpirc. . 

15. Powcr to enforce attendance of witnesses i n  on arbitration. 
16. On failure to make an award, Assislant Supedntcndcnt m a y  supersede the arbitration. 
17. The award. 
18. Superintendent may erecl boundary-marks. 
19. Maintenance of temporary boundary-marks. 
20. Ail documenls connected wih the survey lo be sent to the Municipal OCficc. 
2 1 .  Approval of Ihc survey by the Slate Government lo be notified. 
22. No suit shall lie unless brought within one year. 
23. Stale Government may make rules under h e  Act. 
24. How notices may be servcd. 
25. Penally for failure lo comply with requisition in notice. 
26. Proceedings not to bc affected by informaliry. 
27. Powcr of Slate Government to cxtend this Acl lo [he Suburbs. 



Bengal Act I of 1887 
[THE CALCUTTA SURVEY ACT, 1887.1' 

S U P P ~ D  . . Ben. Act III of 1884. 

REPEALED IN PART . . Act I of 1903. 

- -  [ . Ben. Act IV of 1894. 
AMENDED 

Ben. ACI I of 1939. 

(a) The Government of India 
(Adaptation of Indian Laws) 
Order, 1937. 

(b) The Adaplalion of Laws Order, 
1950. 

An Act to provide for a Survey of the Town ofCalcrrffu. 

WHEREAS il is expedien~ LO provide for the survey and dcmarcauon of 
land in the town of Calcutta; 

It is hereby enacted as ~ollows:- 

1. This Acl shall be callcd the Calcutta Survey Act, 1887; 
IComn~encenlent.+Rep. by sec. 4 and the 77rird Sch. of rhe Amenditig 
Act, 1903 (I of 1903). 

It exrends lo the town of Calcuna wilhin the local lirni~s of he ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction of '[he High Court at Calcutta]. 

2. In this Act, unless here be sometking rcpugnanl in the subject 
or context,- 

"survey" includcs identification of boundaries and all other 
operauons antecedent to, OF connected wih, survey: 

"Superintendent" means the Superin tendent of Survey under 
this Act: 

"land includes anylhing attached to the car~h or permanently 
faslened to anything attached to he earlh: 

"premises" means any land described as such in the registers of 
the Corporauon of h e  town of Calcutta or z a holding in 
thc registers of h e  Calcutta Collectorare: 

"owner" includes- 
{a) the person having permanent interest in any land or 

premises; 
(b) an agenL OK or manager on behalf of. such person; 

Shon tide. 

lnrcrprer~- 
tion clause. 

' L E G I S U ~  PAW.-FOT Su~rrmt of O b j m  md Reasons, see the Calculrrr Gaztfrcof 
1886, PI. 1V. pngc 14 1; and rot Proceedings in Council. see ibid. 1886. Supplernenl p q c s  
2481.2531; ibid, 1867. Sttpplcment.pngcs91 md 98. 

?Substiturd Tor he words 'Her Majaty's High Cow of Judimturc ar Fon William in 
Bengd' by pan. 3and Ihe Elewnrh Sch oilhe Adapr~on oELaws Order. 1950. 
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men. Act I 

Stale 
Govcmmnr 
m y  order 
survey and 
a p p i n ~  
Supcrin- 
Icndcnr. 

Supcrin- 
lcndcnt m y  
cntrr u p n  
Imd, 

Supcrin- 
rcndcnl lo 
~ib,rnotiu: 
k r 0 ~  
entrnng on 
Imd. 

krsons 
su~lu~wncd 
railing ID 

aPPcv= 
baund by the 
survey. 

(c) a truslee of such person: 
(d) a body corporalc i n  which land is vested by operauon of 

Slalule. 

3. Thc '(State Governrncnt] may, whenever il thinks fit, order, by a 
notifica~ion in Lhe 2[0ficial Gazerte], ha1 a suwcy shall be made of rltc 
lands si~uated in the [own of Calcutta, and for such purpose may appoini 
a Superinrendem of Survcy, and one or morc Assistanr Superintcndcnts 
of Survey. 

The Assislant Supcrintendenls of Survey shall exercisc such powers 
a may be dclcgntcd to them by Ihc Superin~enden~. 

4. Thc Superinlendenl of Survcy shall, for the purposes of this ACI, 
have power, cithcr by himself or by an Assisrani Superintendent of Survey 
or by orhcr officcrs employed in h c  survey, to enter, between Ihe hours 
of sunrise and sunsel, upon any land or premiscs within the IocaI limits 
nforcsaid, without being liable to any legal proceedings whaboever on 
accounl of such entry, or of anything done on such Iand or premises in 
pursuancc of his Act: 

Provided thai no such cnuy shall be madc upon lands or premiscs 
which may be occupied at Ihc time, unless w i h  he consen! of !he occupier 
thcrcof, or without previously giving he said occupier ~wcnry-four hours' 
notice of the intenlion lo do so. 

5. Before enlering on any land or premises for Ihe purpoxs of survey, 
h e  Superintendent may cause a nolice in writing under his hand lo be 
served on the owner of the land or premises about to be survcycd, and on 
[he owncrs of conterminous lands or premises, calling upon thcm to 
allend eilhcr personally or by agent on such land or premises, before 
him or before such officer as may be aurhorid  by him in  l h a ~  behalf, 
within a specified time (which shall not,be less than three days afrcr the 
service of such notice) for the purposes of poinBng out boundaries, and 
of affording such informalion z may be needed for the purposcs OF fiis 
Acl; and cvcry person on whom such notice may be served shall bc Icgally 
baund to allend as required by rhc notice, and 10 give any inlonnation 
which may be required so far r ~ q  hc may be able lo give it. 

6. If, after due service of nolicc under the last preceding secdon, 
any person fails to appear without showing sufficient cause LO thc 
satisfaction of the Supcrinlendent, [he Superinlcndcnl, or such officer as 
may be aulhorizcd by him, may procced with h e  survey; and the person 

'The words "Provincial Governmenr" wcrc firs( subs~iruted tor the words "Local 
Govcmrncnt." by pmgnph 4 ( 1 )  or thc Government oflndia (Adapta~on of Indian h w s )  
Order, 1937. Thcmftcr thc word "Sinte" wnri substituted tor lk word "Provincial" by p m  
4(1) of thc Adaptalion ofhws0rdcr. 1950. 

IThcsc words were subsuturcd lor h e  words "Colcutm Gazette" by p q 1 )  of rhe 
G o v e m n i  of India (Adaptation oilndiul b w s )  Order, 1937. 



Tlie Calcrr~ra S~rrvey Act, 1887. 

who is so absent shall be bound by the r e s u l ~  of h e  survey in  thc same 
manner and to thc same eKtenL as if the survey werc made in his presence. 

7. If in the coursc of survey it shall come to the notice of [he I n m z o i  

Supcrinrendenl h a t  a dispute exisls as to any boundaries which should :2!?''Zl 
be surveyed, the Superintendenr shall cause an inquiry lo bc hcld by an svwrinrcn. 
Assistant Superintendent. as hereinafler provided, lor the purpose of $lVy;k!',* 
dc~crrnining such boundaries. 

3. When any dispute exisls as lo any boundarics, ihc Assistant Pmedurein 
Superintendent who may be authorized by ihc Suporinrendont in h i s  ~ ~ ~ , , ,  
behalf shall cause a nolice in  wriling undcr his hand 10 bc served on the hundarics. 

panies concerned requiring them to appear before him. i n  person or by 
an au~horized agent. on a specified day, and to produce evidence of 
possession of Lhe iand in dispulc. 

Thc Assislant Superintendent shall, on h e  specified day, or on such 
other day 10 which the hearing may be adjourned, hex Ihc pa-tics, rcccivc 
the evidence produced by them respecuvely, considcr rhc cffcct of such 
evidence, take such furlhcr evidence as he may think necessary. and 
without rcfercncc to h e  merits of rhe claim of any -of such parties to a 
righl to posscss the land in dispure, decide which of the parties is in 
possession of rhc said land at the lime of the survey. 

9. For the purposes of the inquiry aForesaid [he Assistanl Powcraf 
kisml Superintendent shall have powcr to summon and enforce the allendance Suprrintm- 

of witnesses and compel h e  production ordccuments by  he same means dmm to 

and in the same manner as i s  provided in h e  case of a Court under Ihc s / ~ T ~ ~ , , , ~  
Act V of . Code of Civil Proccd ure, I[ 1 9081. wim-. 
1908. 

10. After  he inquiry has bccn complctcd, the Ass i s tant  Mtcrinquiry. 
Superinlenden1 shall pars an ordcr in writing de8ning clearly the subject 
of dispu~e, and shalI record his decision, and h e  reasons for such decision. dent 

record his 
&cision, 

11. An appeal shall lie from any order passed by an Assistanl Anappcal 
Superinlendcnt undcr rhe last preceding seclion to [he Board oiRcvcnuc, 

~ ~ ~ ~ f " ~ O f  
or to such other aulhority as 1he2[Stale Govcmmenl] may, by notification Revenw. 
in Ihc '[Oflcial Cazetre] appoinl in h i s  bchall if preferred within thirty 
days from the datc of such ordcr. 

12. In cvcry case of disputed boundaries [he Assistanr Powerro 
Supcrinlenden~ aulhorized to hold rhc inquiry may, on the written  ion. 

'This figure wa? insened by s. ?and thefiat Sch. oflht Bmgd Repdingand knending 
Acl: 1938 (Bcn. Act l oll939). 

-See root-noie 1 on paEe 538, mrre. 
'See lool-norc 2 on pare 538. irrlre. 
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wen. Act I 

application of the parries, refer [he dispute to one or more arbimlors 
nominated by the parlies respectively, and shall fix such h e ,  and allow 
such cxtcnsion of tirnc, as may seem reasonable for the delivery of the 
award: 

Provided that, if i~ appears to the Assistant Superintendent thai the 
'[State Government] or the Coqjoration of Calcutta is interested in any 
such disputc. he shall appoint, in the former case, rheCollector or Dcpury 
Collecior of Calcuua, and, in thc lattcr casc, rhc Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman or Surveyor of the Corporalion, one of the arbitrators, unless 
tho partics agrcc to such oificcr k i n g  appointed sole arbitrator. 

On iailurcof 13. Where an arbilra~or nominated by a parry refuses to act or ' 
an d i m t o r  
10 a c ~  becomes incapable of acting by reason of deah or other suficient cause, 
anorhermy the party by whom he was nominated may, by a written application to 
k"ppoin'ed, thc Assislanr Superiniendent, nominale another arbjtmror; and, on being 

sausfied that the appljcalion has been made on sufficient grounds, he 
shall confirm such nomination; and [he arbilratar so appointed may 
hereupon proceed with the inquiry. 

Appinunenr 
o f  an u~upia.  

14. If the arbitralors differ, he award shall be in accordance w i h  
h e  opinion of the majority, if they are equally divided in opinion, ir shall 
be compelen1 to thcm or la b c  assist an^ Superintendent, on the wriuen 
application of the arbiuators or of he parties io the arbhalion, to appoinr 
an umpire, and fie decision of the umpire determining h e  boundaries in 
dispute shall havc h c  forcc of an award of h e  arbitrators. 

Powcr to 15. The. Assistant Superintendent shali, on h e  application of Lhe 
enlome 
mcndmcfof arbiuators or umpirc, issue the same processes to parties and witncsscs 
uirncsses in as hc may issue in  inquiries held by himself. 
M 

On ril~~ 10 16. If rhe arbimlors or h e  umpire appointed undcr he preceding 
section fail lo deliver the award wihin the time allowcd by h e  Assistant nward. 

~ r r is~z i~x  Supcrintendenl, he may make an order supcrscding the arbitration, and 
SU~'nun- in  such case hc shall proceed wilh Ihe inquiry. 
dcncmay 
supcrscdcllw 
ahimlion. 

The award. 17. The award shall be made in writing, and shall be signed by the 
pcrsons making it, and shall be filed in he ofice of h e  Superintcndeni, 
wilh any evidence which may havc bccn laken by JC arbitrators or rhe 
umpire. 

The Superjntendcn~ shall lay down the boundarics in accordance 
with Ihe award. 
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(Sections 18-23.) 

18. The Superintendent may a1 any time causc lo bc ercctcd, on Sup~rinicn- 

any land which is to be, or has been, surveycd undcr this Act, ternporv :ztmY 
or permanent boundary-marks of such materials and in such number bounduy- 

and manner as he may delerrnine ro bc sumcicnl. muk. 

19. Whcn any lemporary boundary-mark has been erected under Mainicnance 

~ h c  lasr preceding section, [he Superintendent may causc a noucc in EFrgv 
writing under his hand 10 be served on the owner or person in occupauon mark. 
of the land or premises whereon, or adjoining which, such boundary- 
mark is siluale, requiring him 10 maintain and kccp in rcpnjr such 
boundary-mark till the survey has been complered. 

20. After h e  survey of any part of h c  [own has bccn compleled, AII 
[he Superintenden1 shall deposit all maps, field-books, proceedings, :zmme2 
awards and all other documents connccled wilh thc survcy of such pari lv i lhtk 

in thc MunicipaI Office of the Corporation of Calcu~ra. suwey t o k  
scnt 10 h c  
M u n i c i d  
ofice. 

Any person in~ereslcd in ~ h c  survey may, at any time wilhin two 
rnon~hs dom h e  dare of such dcposit, which date shail be notilied in the 
l[Oficial Gazerre], i nspect such documenls free of chargc. 

And, iF during such period any objeclion to Ihc survey bc lodgcd 
with ~ h c  Supcrin~cndcnt, such 0-bjec~ion shall be decided by [he 
Superinlendent, or by such officer as thel[Slate Government] may appoint 
in this behalf. 

21. After dl objecuons lodgcd undcr the last preceding section have Approval of 
been dccidcd, Ihe '[State Governmeor] shall, if it approves h c  survey, 

E i ~ : y  by 
signify such approval by notifica~ion in the '[Oficial Gazette]. G o v c m n t  

lo be 
notified. 

22. No suir shall lie to set aside any demarcation of boundaries Nosuirshall 

made under the provisions of this Act unless brought wilhin one year 
from h e  dare of the n~tifjcauon mcnlioned in the last preceding seclion, withinone 

Y W .  

23. The '[Sra~e Government] may lay down rules no1 being starc 

inconsistent with ~hir  Act lo provide for ihe preparation of maps and for z:zTnl 
the collection and record of any information in respect of any land to be rules undcr 
surveyedunderrhisAct,andgenerallyfor~epropcrpcr~omancco~all 
Lhings to be donc and for the regulation of all proceedings lo be laken 
under h i s  Acr. 

'See Coot-note 2 on page 538. atrre. 
:See lml-notc I on page 538. atrre. 
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Tlre Calctitta Srirvey Act, 1887. 

[Ben. Act I of 1887.1 

(Sect iotts 24-27.} 

24. Evcry nolicc in and by this Act required to be served on any 
person may be served:- 

(a) by delivering the same to the person to whom it is directed, 
or, on hilure of such service, by posling the same on some 
conspicuous part of the house in  which [he said person 
usualIy rcsidcs or holds his oFfice, or carries on his business, 
or by dclivcring Ihc samc to an agcnl or servanl of such 
person. or l o  a male a d u l ~  mcrnber of his family and by 
fixing a copy on some conspicuous part of  [he land or 
premises to which ir relalzs; or 

(b) by sending a registered cover rhrough Ihe p o s ~  office 
containing such notice directed lo the said person at the 
placc whcrc hc rcsidcs: 

Providcd thar, after the publica~ion of the nolification referred lo in  
scction 2 1. no survcy madc undcr this Act shall bc vitiated for any defect 
in thc scrvicc of noticc. 

25. Whoever rails to comply with a requisition contained in any 
nolice duly served under section 5 or scc~ian 8 of this Acl shall bc liable 
10 a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees. 

26. No proceedings under this Act shall be affec~ed by reason of 
any informalily, provjdcd h c  dircclions af this Act be in substance and 
effecl complied with; and no proceedings under h i s  Acl shall be affec~ed 
by reason of the omission to serve any notice on an owner whose name is 
not rcgislered as owner in the Calcutta Collectorate ar in the registers of 
the Corporarion of the town of Calcutta. 

27. The '[Slale Governrnenl] may extend h e  whole or my of h e  
provjsions of [his Acl to the whole or any part of the Suburbs of Calcuna 
which may hereafter be arndgarnatcd for municipal purposcs with the 
town of Calcuua. 

'See fool-note 1 on page 538, a m .  




