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Bengal Act I of 1896 
(The Protection of Muhammadan Pilgrims 

Act, 1896.)' 

REIIEALED IN PAKT . . . ACL XIV of 1927. 
Act XX of  1932. 

REIBEALEU IN PART AND A~IENOED .. . Ben. Act I1 OF 1 929. 
- 

(a) The Government O F  
India (Adaptation of 
Indian Laws) Order, 
1937. 

(b)  The Indian Indepen- 
dence (Adaplation of 
Bengal and Punjab Acts) 
Order. 194s. 

L(c) The Adapla~ion ofLaws 
Ordzr, 1950. 

All Act lo provide for rlle Prorecriclrr of MrrAo~~~~rmclot~ Pilp-inls. 

Whereas it i s  expedicn~ to provide for the protection o f  Muham- 
madan Pilgrims ; 

It is  hereby enacted as follows :- 
1. ( I )  This Act may bc called the Protection of Muhammadan Shon t i l l ~ .  

Pilgrims Act. 1896 ; enrenr ;~nd 
FOIIlII1COCC- 

(2) I! extends in the tirst inslancc LO Calcutta only ; b u ~  the2[Cenual mcnr. 

Government] may, by 11o~it7cation i n  ~he-'[Oflcial Gnzerre] exlend it 
. . to any other place in the '[Starc) of "West Bengal], and . . .  

(3)  11 shall come into forcc- 

'LEGISLA~VE I~AI~EYS.-FO~ Slalcmcnr of Objccls and Rcasons. see lhc Crr~u~rffri 
l;rr:rrre or 1896. PI. I V. pagc 3 ; for R t p r l  or Sclcc~ Comrnillcc, arc iOirl, pagc 5 : 
and I r ~ r  Pruuccdingq in Cnuncil. .rt-t i l~ ir l .  1896. Supplcmcnl, p:~gcs -106.464.695 and 
737. 

1 . w ~ ~  E.Y~ENT.- '~~~~s Act 2xlenCIs ID C ; ~ ~ ~ u l l a .  and may hc cxlcndcd by nolifica- 
lion to any uthcr placc in Wcs~ Hcngal. Y C  sccriun. 1 (2). 

'~hcscwords wcresub~lirurcd for 1l1c wmds ''l.ocalGovcr~i~ncni'' by para.3and 
Sch. 1V lo thc Govcrnrnent ollndin (Adaptation of Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

'Thcse words wcrc subsri~uwd for the tvords "Crrit.trrtn Gn:crr~~" hy p:tragmph 
4 ( I ) .  illitl. 

 h his word waq subsliluted rur rhc word "Pmvincc" by paragrspli 4 ( I )  ol' Ilic 
Adap~aiion of Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

Thcscs words were subsrirurcd lor ille word " B c n ~ a l "  by paragraph ( 2 )  of 
Articlc 3 of rhc Indian lndcpcndcncc (Adaprn!iun of Bmpl and Punjab Acrs)Ordcr, 
Iwn. 



Tlrc P~~orecrio~r of M~rlrcrt)lninilnrt Pitgritus ACI, 1896. 

[Ben. Act I 

(a) in Calcurra, horn [he dale on which it may be published in 
the ' [Oficirr l  Gozerre] with [he assenr of the 'I~residenr], . , .. 

and 

(b) in any place to which it may be extended by norification 
under sub-section (2) OF this section, From daLe specified in 
this behalf in such notiticalion. 

Oclini~ions. 2. In this ACL, unless [here bc something repugnant in the subject 
or context,- 

(n )  "pilgrim" means a Muhammadnn who is proceeding ro or 
returning from the HciIjrrz ; 

(6) ''pilgrim broker" means a person who buys and resells, or 
xl ls  on commission, or rnkcs any reward for rllz purchase 
or sale of passage lickets, whelher by sca or railway. for 
pilgrims ; 

' [(bb) "M~mllun", means a person who ofFers for monetary 
considernrion LU act as a guide to pilgrims and includes any 
person employed by or acting for the furtherance of ~ h c  
business ot: or under rhc direction ol'such guide : 

Provided lhat a M t r o l l e t ~ i  who is an Arab subjec~ shall be cxcluded 
from [hc restricrions i~nposed by or under this A d  ; I  

(u)  "agcnl" includes aperson who has chartered aship for the 
conveyance nf pilgrims ; 

(d)  "Calcurra" means Ihe area for lhe time being included in Bcn. Acr Ill 

"Calcutta" as dclined in  '[the Calcurra Municipal ACL, or 1923. 

1923.1 and includes the Porr of Calcurla ; and 

(e)  "Commissioner of Policc" means- 
(i) as regards C~lcurta. the Coinmissioner nF Police for 

that town, and 

'.'kc iool-no~c 3 on pnEc 107. ntrrr. 

'This word was substirutcd Cor thc wnrd "Guvcrnor+Gencral" by paragraph 411) 
o i  thc Adnptalion or  Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

'Claube (bh) w;~s  i nscncd by s, 2 I )  of ihc R o ~ c c ~ i o n  of Muhammadan Pilgrims 
(Bcngal Arnlrnd~ncnl) Act. 1929 (Bcn. Acl ll of 1929). 

'Tllc6t:word~ and ligurcs wcrccuhs~i~u~cd Tor ttlcword:, and tigurcs "thc Calcultn 
Municipal Consolidation Act. 1RS8" by 1. 2 (2). ibid. Thc Calcuiia Muncipal Act, 
1913, was rcpcalcd andrc-cnncicd by rhc Calcutta Municipal Aci. 195 1 (Wcs~ Fkn. 
Act X X X l l l  ui' 1951). which was again rcpealcd and re-enacrcd by the Calcutta 
hlunicipal Corpnratin Act. 1980 (West Bcn. Act LIX of 1980). and \his rclcrcncc 
should now bc consirucd as a relcrcncz to scctinn 2. c1au.r~ (9) ~l ic  Ins! mcniionzd Acl. 



The Prorecriotr of Mtrlru~m~rarlar Pilgrirns Act. 1896. 

(ii) as regards any place ro which [his Act may hereafter be 
exlended. any person whom the '[Central Govern- 
men[] may appoint, by name or by virtue of his office, 
to perFor~n in such place lhe funclions O F  the Commis- 
sioner of Police under this Act. 

3. (1 )  The Commissioner OF Police shall from time to time grant Grant ~r 
licenses empowering persons ra act as pilgrim brokers2[or Maalle,nr.] ::::y " 

(2)The '[Central Government] may, from lime lo lime, make rules Pilgrim 
brokcrs or 

to regulate the grant of such licenses and lo prescribe ~ h c  conditions to M,,,II.,,,~., 
be embodicd [herein. 

(3 )  All such rules shall be published in the '[Oficinl Gazcrtc]. 

4. Every such I icense shall specify- Liccnscs 
what to 

(4 the name and address of  the licensee ; spcci ry . 
(b) [he period for which the license is to be in force ; and 

(c) the conditions subject to which the license is granted. 

5. Any person who, wi~hout a license granted under section 3, acts Pcnalcy for 
acring as 

as a pilgrim broker '[or Mucrlle~~r], or who lends lo another person n pilgrim 
license granted to himself under that section. shall, on conviction, to broker or 

Mlmlleenr liable to fine which may exlend l o  two hundred rupees for each ,irhourJ 
offence. liccnsc. w 

for lending 
liccnsc. 

6. If any licensed pilgrim broker '[or licensed Mrrnlle~~t]-  Pcnalcy for 
mis- 

XXI  or 
1923. 

(0)  commits a breach of any of the condi~ions of his license ; or bchaviour 
or licenscd 

(b) purchases for or sells to any pilgrim a passage-ticket by any pilgrim 

ship to which '[the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923.1 
~~~C~ 

applies, at any time before notice has been given by the M~rallerrr. 

' S w  foot-norc 2 on page 107, nrlre. 

-'Fhcsc wards wcrc added by s. 3 nf rhc Prorecrion of Muhammadan Pilgrims 
(Hcngal Anlcr~d~ncnt) Acr. 1929 (Ben..Acr l l  of 1929). 

' ~ c t ,  loot-notc 3 on pagc 107. nllre. 

'Tlicsc words wcrc inscncd by s. 4 olthc Pro~cc~ion of hluhamrnadan Pilgrims 
(Acngal Amrndmcnt) Act. 1929 (Ben. Act 11 of 1929). 

qhrsc words wcrc inserted by s. 5 ( I ) .  ibill. 

'These wurds and figures wcrr: subsriluted for thc words and f igurc~ "thc Nalivc 
Rssengcrs Ships Act. 1887'' by s. 5 ( 2 ) .  ilrid. Thc Indian Mcrchont Shipping Act. 
1923. has hccn rcpcalcd and rc-cnactcd by thcMcrchanr Shipping Act, 1958 (44 of 
1958). and this rcfcrcncc should now bc construed as a rcfcrcncc thc Inw ~ncnlioned 
Acl. 



Pcnaliy for 
reccipi OF 
c o r n r n i ~ ~ i o ~ ~  
ercccding 
l i v e  perccnt 
of rhc pricc 
or p ~ ~ n g ~ -  
lickcts. 

Powcr to 
suspend and 
canccl 
liccnscs. 

Tlte Prurection of Mirlia~t~n~adan Pilgritns Act, 1896. 

[Ben. Act I 

master, owner or agent of the ship unde'r '[section 15 1 )  of 
that Act, of the time at which it is proposed that the ship 
shall sail ; or 

(c) purchases fnrorsells to any pilgrims passagc-ticket by any 
ship unless the proposed time of sailing is  primed on such 
ticket ; or 

(d) chargesanypilgirmasuminexcessofthecostpriceofany 
passage-ticket, or of any provisions or other articles, pur- 
chased forhim, orreceives From him any fee orcommission 
on accounr of any such ticket : or 

2 * * * * r(: * 
Ifl purchases for any pilgrim a passage-licket on which there 

is not printed or stamped the price charged for the passage 
according to  he class of accommodation secured ; or 

(gJ by fraud or false representation, or by any false pretence 
whatever, induces any person to purchase a pilgrim's 
passage-ticket, 

he shall, on conviction, be liable to fine which may extend to rwo 
hundred rupees for each offence. 

'6A. If any licensed pilgrim broker receives from the master, 
owner or agenl OF any ship, nr from any rnilway servant, any fee or 
commission in respecl of the sale of any passage-ticket for a pitgrim, 
exceeding five per cerrrwn of [he price of such lickets he shall, on 
convicrion, be liable to t ine which may extend to two hundred rupees 
for each ot't'ence. 

7. 'The Commissioner of Police may- 

(n) suspend the license of any pilgrim broker '[or M~rtrllerr~l 
pending any inquiry into any accusation agains! him of 
misconduc~ for which, if proved, he would be liable to fine 
under section 6, and 

"((la) suspend rhc license of any pilgrim broker pending any 
inquiry into any accusa~ion against him of breach of the 
provisions of section 6A, and 

'This word and figurcs wcre subs~ilu~cd Tor lhc word and figure "scclion 7" by 
s. 5 I21 of lhl: Prn~cc~ion or Muh~mmadan Pilgrims (Bengal Amcndmcni) Acl. 1929 
(Bcn. Act 11 01' 1929). 

'Clausr ( c l  was o~nitred by s. 5(3), ibirl. 
'Sccrion 6A w ~ s  inscrlvd by s: 6, ibirl. 
'Thesc words were inscnsd by s. 7(1), ilk/. 
'Clausc (nu) was inscnrd by s. 7 (2). ;bid 



(b }  cancel the license gran~ed l o  any pilgrim broker '[or 
M~iallcm] who isconvictcd of any offence under [his Act or 
of any other criminal offence. 

8 to 10.-Rep. s. 24 (2) oJ1l1e Port Haj Corrl~r~irrees Act, 1932 
(XX of 1932). 

11. [ltrfonnarior~ ro b ~ '  slipplied by master, olvrrer or agerlt ofship 
cotrveyirrg pilgrit11s.1-Rr*p. b,v s. 4 cf rlle b~dior~ Merclrar~t Slrippirlg 
(Atnerrdtrlerrr) Acr, 1927 ( X I V  of 1927). 

12. [Penol@Jor rcftrsnl or ot~rissio~t ro give s~rch irrforrnariotl or 
forn givirrg false irrfort~ra~io~r.]-Rep. by s. 4 oJtlre Itrdiarr Mercharrr 
Slrippi~rg (Anlendr~lenr) Acl, I927 (X IV of 1927). 

13. [Pclmlry for issuitrg rickets irt excess.]-Rep. s. 10 ofllre 
Prurecriorr ojMul~nt~~n~n~lntr  Pilgrias {Bengcrl Arnet~dtnerrr) Acr, I929 
(Berr. Act 11 of 1929). 

14. [Pltssoge-tickers ro be r~lu~~bered colisecurive[v nrrd to hove 
price marked]-Rep. ,$v 3. 10 of the Prorectior~ of Mulramntud~lrt 
Pilgrinrs ( B ~ I I ~ R ~  ~ t r ~ e r r d ~ n e ~ ~ t )  Acr, 1929 (Ber~. Acr 11 of 1929). 

XXI  or 
1923. 215. Sections 281, 282, 286, and 288 of the- Jndian Merchant 

Shipping Act, 1923', shalt apply to all offences punishable and fines 
leviable under lhis Act. 

16. ThepcnaIties to which masters, owners and agenls of ships are 
made liable by l h i s ~ c t  shall beenforced only of information laid atrhe 
instance of [he Commissioner of Police. 

17. [Cotl.srrrrcrion of rcfercrlces ro the Nnrive Pusserrgr.r.ShipsAct. 
1887.1-Rcp. b y  s. 10 of rl~c ~,.o!ucriot; of M ~ r l l ~ ~ r t ~ ~ ~ l u d ~ ~ t ~  Pilgrir,rs 
(Berr~crl Ar~rctrd~~rc~rl) Acr, 1929 (Bar. Act I I  of 1929). 

' ~ h e s c  words were inscrtcd hy s. 7( 1)of ihc Protccrion oiMu hammad~n Pilgrims 
(Bcngal Amcndnicor) h c ~ ,  1929 (Bcn. Acr l l  or 1929). 

Cenain 
provisions 
of rhc 
Indian 
Mcrchanr 
Shipping 
Act. 1923, 
lo appIy lo 
offcnccs 
and Cincs 
undcr [his 
Act. 

Certain 
pcnalrics ro 
bc znrclrced 
only a1 thc 
insrancc of 
rhc 
Cornmis- 
sioncr or 
Policc. 

'Section I5 was substi~u~cd Tor lhc original secrion by s. 9. ibid. 

\The Indian Mcrthant Shipping Aci, 1'123 has been rcpzalcd and re-enacied by Ihc 
Mcrchanl Sllipping Act. 1953 (44 or 1958). and this rcfcrcnce should now bc 
consrrucd as a rct'crcncc to rhc Imicr Act. 




