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Bengal Act IV of 1900 
':I [THE CALCUTTA TRAMWAYS (ELECTRIC TRAC- 

TION) ACT, 1900.1' 

Art Act ro give effecr to nri ngreemerrr rliade orr ifle 9th Decetlzber , 
1899, benveer~ fire Corporatiorz oj~Cnlcrrtro nrrd die Cnlcrttra 

Traniwoys Con~porry, Linlired. 

WHEREAS an agrecment, acopy whereof is set forth in theschedule 
to this Act, was made berween khe Corporation of Calcutta and the 
Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, on [he 9th December, 1 899 ; 

AND \VCIEREAS i~ is declared in  he said agreemenr that  he same shall 
be subject LO sanciion and au~horization by an Acr of the Sellgal 
Legislative Council to be thereafter passed for the purpose ; 

AND WHEREAS it  is expedient ~har such sancrion and aurhnrization 
should be given ; 

It  is hereby enacled as follows :- 

1. This ACL may be called ~ h e  Calculla Tramways (Elecrric Shorr ~ i l l ~ .  

Tracrion) Act. 1901!. 

2. The agreement, a copy whereof is set forth in the schedule to Sanction 10 

this Act, is hereby sanctioned and au~horized ; thc agrcc- 
menl. 

and the concessions or contracts, dated respectively the 2nd 
October, 1879, and thc 22nd November, 1879, and the agreement of  
the 2nd September, 1893, in such agreement mentioned, and the 

Ben. Ac11 Calcutta Tramways Act, 1 880, and the Calcutta Tramways Act, 1 894, 

iL:8i:, 111 shall, so far as may be necessary to validate and give effect la such 
of 1894. agreemenr, be extended, varied or modified. 

THE SCHEDULE. 
Agreemen[, duted 9111 Deawihtr, 1899, bet~veen rlie Corporatio~z 

of Culcrrtru rrrrd tire Culcrrrr(i Ti-urt~wfiy.~ Cottrl~nny, Litnired. 

A R T I C I . ~  of agreement made this ninth day of  December, 1 899, 
BEWEEN THE CORPOKATION OF CALCUTTA constituted by and under the 

l ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  PAPERS,-For Slalcrncnl of Ohjccrs and Rca~ons, .rcr rhc Culu~trra 
Gnicrre 01 1900, Pi. I V ,  pagc &I :and for Proceedings ill Council, ,rcc ibid, Pi, IVA. 
pages 7 and 14. 

LKAI. E x ~ h ~ . S i n c c  this Act mcrely supplemenrs the Cillcu~~aTramivnys Act, 
I M U  (Ben. Act 1 or 1880). i r  has rhc sanlc local cxlcnl as [liar Act. 
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expressed and contained, to the exclusive righr of laying and con- 
9 structing, rnainiaining and using a [ramway or uamways wirhin the 

limits of the Calcu~ta ,Municipality and of laying, constructing, main- 
taining and using a tramway or tramways within lhe limits of [he 
Calcutta Suburban Municipality ; 

AND ~\,IIEREAS the Corporation are, under and by virtue of Act II of 
1 888' of rhe Bengal Legislative Council, the successors of the Corpo- 
ration of the Town of Calcutta, parties of thc firsr part to [he said 
Concession c>rContract of 2nd October, 1 879, and of (he Chaimnn of 
the Municipal Commissioners of the Suburbs of Calcutta, party of the 
l'irsr part to [he said Concession or Contract of the 22nd November, 
1879, and the Company arc the arsignees of the grantees, parties of the 
second part to ihe said Concessions or Contracrs of ihe 2nd Octo- 
ber, 1 879, and 22nd Novcrnber, 1879. respective1y.A~~ WHEREAS, by 
the said Concession or Contract of 1he2nd Oc~ober, I879.it was agreed 
thar in consideration of such Concession the grantees would pay rent 
at the several rates therein specified for rhc several periods i n  (he said 
Concession or Contract menlioncd ; 

AND iVHEREAS it was by the said Concession or Contract of rhe 2nd 
October, 1879, runher agreed and provided that thecorpora~ion of rhe 
Town of Cnlcuna and rheir successors should have the right of 
purchasing the said tramways, with the plant, buildings, stores, roll- 
ing-stock and everything connecred therewith upon the expiration of 
wenty-one years From the commencement OF the said Concession or 
Conuacr, upon declaring their intention so 10 do-in w r i t i n g  nor less rhan 
six months befnre  he expiration of !he said twenty-one years, and 
should hclvc a renewed righr ofpurchase a1 theend of every seven years 
aFter rhc expiration of the said ~wenty-one y e a r s  upon similar notice 
being given, and the consideration for such purchase should be acash 
payment of one and (wo fifihs of rhe amount of the invcskd capi tar of 
thc said grimtees or securities of the Government of India or securities 
[he intercst whereon should be guaranteed by the Secretary of Stare for 
India in Council or debenlures of rhe said Corporation of such amount 
as to produce, at the rale of interest curt'ent on such securi~ies, 7 per 
cetrt, per ~ l r i r i l / ~ ~ ~  on the a m o u n t  of the said invested capital, and, i f  the 
consideration for such purchase should be given in such securities as 
afore.raid, the grantees should be entilled to have i n  addition a first 
mortgage of all the propeny. assets and profits of the tramway or 
tramways which should hove been purchased from (hem ; 

AND WIIEREXS, by an agreement bearing dare the 2nd day of 
Septernbcr, 1893, and made between the Curpora!ion of t h e  one part 
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of 1900.1 

the part of thesaidcorporation and of thesaid Company, respectively, 
., to be observed and performed, the Corporation do hereby covenant 

wi~h rhe Company and ils assigns, and the Company for itself and i t s  
assigns doth hereby covenan1 wi~h the Corporalion, in manner fol low- 
ing, that is to say: - 

1. Prrparalory LO [he introduction of the system of elecrric 
trac~ion hereinafter mentioned, the Company will in a good and 
susbsrantial manner alter and re-construct the several rramways in 
Calcutta constructed and now maintained by [he Company and speci- 
fied in thc Schedu!e herero, and all other tramways in Calcutta now 
maintained by the Company other than [he tramways specified in the 
said Schedule, by removing therefrom [he rails of the pattern and 
weight hilherto laid and maintained by the Company in connection 
with and for rhe purposes of the system of horse-power [raction at 
present employed in working the said tramways, and by substituting 
for wch rails in the existing gauge rails o f  such pattern and weight as 
shall in the opinion of the Engineer to the Corporation be suitabIe for 
electric tracrion. 

2. The Company will execute and completely Finish the work of 
alten~ion and re-constntction of the said Inmways, 3s LO those 
specified in the schedule hereto by [he 3 1 st December, 1 899, and will 
execute and completely finish the work of altera~ion and re-construc- 
tion of lhe said tramways, other than those so specified i n  [he said 
Schedule, with all reasonable and proper despatch. 

3. The Company will, within the period of lhree years from the 
date of this agreement, introduce and provide throughout   he whole of 
the tramways of the Company a system of electric traction by means 
of overhead wires and of a description approved and accepted by the 
Cnrpora~ion, in substitution fnr  he existing system of horse-power 
traction, and will within the period aforesaid furnish and fully and 
efficiently equip  he said rramways with all plant and machinery 
necessary for the purpose and render the said system of electric 
traclion so to bc substitu~ed sufficient and con~plete in all details as a 
working system, and. having so introduced and provided the said 
system of electric traction and so Furnished and fully and efficiently 
equipped the said tramways, will give norice in  writing of [he comple- 
tidn of the said syslem to the Corporation. The said system of electric 
rracrion shall be comple~ed to the satisfaction in all respects of the 
Engineer to the Corporation, and , on the Engineer to the Corporation 
sa~isfy ing himself that the said system of electric traction is complete, 
efFicient and in good working order and safc for public service and 
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that thc. lralnways and tramcars arc in  propcrcondition. he shall grant 
a certificate tn thatefrect to the said Company, and from [he date oFthe 
said certificare the said Company shall work rhe said system of electric 
~raction. 

4. If the Company shall no1 wilhin thesaid period of three years 
from the dare of this agreement Lomplele lhe said system of electric 
traction In all details to the satisfaclion of the Engineer to the Corpo- 
ration, [he Company shall be IiabIe ta and shall for such Failure pay ro 
the Corporation a penalty or finc of Rs.200fnreilch day orpamof aday 
until thc said system ofelectric traction shall be completed in all delails 
ro the sa~isfaction of thc said Engineer. Thc said penalty or fine shall 
be paid by the Company on demand thereof being made by oron behalf 
of the Corporation, and in the evenr of non-pay mcnr thereof shall be 
recoverable in fu l l  h o ~ n  the Company. If [he Engineer to the  Carpo- 
ratiun shall dccide that any work or thing to bedonc or provided under 
[his agreement i i  not to his sa[isl'action, and the Company shall take 
nbjeclion to such decision as being unreasonable, the question shall be 
rtlkrrcd luand seltled by arbitralion In the manner provided by [he said 
Concession or Contracts of the 2nd Oc~obcr, 1879. 

5. The Corporation shall have the right of purchasing the said 
[ramways wilh thc  plan^, ~l~achiriery, land, buildings, rolling-stock, 
slares and everything connected chrcrewith belonging ta the Com- 
pany, on the I st January, 193 1 ,  upon declaring lhejr intention so to 
purchase the same in writing not less than six calcndar months bcfore 
the said date, and the Corporation shall have n renewed right of 
purchase at the end of every scven years after 1 st January, 193 1, npon 
similar notice being given. The consideratinn For such purchase shall 
be a cash paymen1 of ~wenry-five times the diference between [he 
average gross annual receip~s and rhe working expenses OF the Com- 
pany which said wurking expenses shall i~rter cilia include track-rent 
and the proper up-keep and maintcnancc of  he said Irarnways, plant, 
machinery, buildings and rollng-stock, and any sum payable under 
clause 6. The average of the gross annual receipls and the working 
expenses for the purposes of such purchase shall be determined by 
taking the average of the seven years imnlediately preceding the date 
of such purchase. Upon the e ~ p i r y  of the said notice, (he Company 
shall makeover LO the Corporation theentire tramways,plant, machin- 
cry, land, buildi t~gs, rolling-stock, stores and everything connected 
therewith, If the paymen~ by the Corporation of the consideration for 
such purchase shall be delayed beyond the period of thirty days from 
the date of the expiratinn of the notice so ro be givcn. tho Corporation 
will pay to rhe Company interest on the amount of wch consideration 



or such part thereof as shall be unpaid at [he rare of 5 per- ccnr, per 
cinnrrur from the date of thee~pirarion aF such norice, unri! payment. 
bur in no evcnt shall the said cnnsideratinn be allowed to remain 
unpaid for more than six rnonthsfrom the dalenn which thesameshall 
become due and pay abk. The provisions of this clause shall be in lieu 
of and not in addition to any power of purchase now vested in the 
Cnrpora~ion under the said Concessions or Contracts of [he 2nd 

Ben. Ac[. I Ocrober. 1879, and the 22nd November, 1879, orcither of  them, or the '' ' 8 8 0 h  Calcutta Tramways Acr. 1880. or orherwise. 

6 ,  Thecompany will,priarrothedaleof~heexpira\ionofthe 
notice ro be given by the Corporation under and pursuant to ihe last 
preceding clause, well and sufficiently repair to the saiisfaction of [he 
Engineer ro rhe Corporation such of the said tramways and of the said 
plant, machinery, buildings. rolling-stock and orher lhings or such 
portions thereof, respectively, as shall then be in need of repair, and 
will place or reslore the same in or to a good and serviceable order and 
condi~ion, and will so makc over [he same lo the Corporalion. If default 
shall bemade by (hecompany in complying with theprovisionsoFthis 
clause, rheCorporation shall for such defaulr, and to Neextent thereof, 
be entitled lo a deduction from theconsideration for the purchase ofthe 
said tramways, plant, machinery, land , buildings, rulling-stock, 
storesand premises nF~heCornpany as aforesaid, the fact wheihersuch 
default has occurred and the amount of such deducrion to be deter- 
mined by arbitration in thc manner providcd in thcsaid Concession or 
Contract of the 2nd October, 1879. 

7. Until such dale as [he Company shall have comple~ed Ihe said 

I - sysrern of electric traction in all respects to the satisfaction of the 
i i Engineer to ihe Corporation, the Company will pay to the Corporation 

(rack-rent at the rate a1 which the same is now paid or may be payable 
by the Company under the said Concessions or Conlracts of the 2nd 
Octabcr, 1879, and the 22nd November, 1879, and the said agreement 
of the 2nd September, 1893. On and from the date on which [he 
Company shall have compleled the said system of elecrric traction in 
all respects to rhe sarislaction of the Engineer to the Corporation, and 
thereilFterthroughouL [he period which shall elapse until the tfamways, 
plant. machinery, buildings, rolling-stock, s~oresand premisesshall be 
purchased by [he Corporation in cxercise ot' the liberty accorded by 
cIause5, rhe Company will pay to the Corpuration the fixed tract-rent 
of Rs. 35,000 perannrun in respect of all rhe now-existing tramways 
without excrplion, provided that, if the working by the Company of 
any now-existing tramway OF any portion thcrcof shall wilh the 
previous sanction of  he Corporation be hereaftcr discontinued, rhe 
Company shal I beent i tled to a proportionatereducrion of the said Fixed 
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renl in respccl of  he lramways or porrion thereof, the working 
whereof, shall be so disconrinued. 

8 .  As from thedareon which [he Cnmpany shall havecompleted 
[he said system of clcctric ~raction, and thrrlughour the period which 
shall elapse between such date and the dale of the purchase by the 
Corporation of the property of the Company in manner hereinbefore 
prnvided, the Compa~~y  shall on all [ramways the subjecl of [his 
agreement provide and maintain such a full and proper daily service 
of tramcars running i n  both directions as shall in the opinion of lhe 
Chairman of the Corporation be sufficient for the requiremnts and 
convenience of the public. 

9. If the Company shall in  any respect fail to maintain a fit and 
prnper daily scrvice of tramcars to (he sarisfaction of [he Chairman of 
the Corporalion, or shall in any respect hil to mainlain the tramways 
in good and efficient order or the tramcar in efficient candition to the 
sa~isfacdon of the Engineer to the Corporation. [he Chairman or the 
Engineer, as thecase may be, shall give norice to rhe Company to make 
good any defaul~ by a date to be named in such notice, and should the 
Company take objection to such nolice as being in any respect 
unreasonable, the malter in  question shall be referred to arbitration in 
the manner provided in the said Concession or Con~racl of the 2nd 
October, 1879, a d  thearbitrators or their umpire shall, by rheir or his 
award be empowerd to direct (he Conlpany to do all works and things 
necessary to keep the tramways in good and efficient order or to 
maintain a fit and proper daiIy service of tramcars or to mainrain the 
cars in efficient condition, as thecase may be. and the Company shall 
forthwith comply with the direction in such award within such period 
as shall be named therein, and, from the date ofthe submission to such 
arbitration or the date that may bc fixed by the Engineer, if his decision 
is accepted. the Cornpimy shall, until they shall havc complied with 
such norice or direction. be Liable to pay and on demand by the 
Corporation shall pay the full [rack-renl provided for in the said 
Concession or Con~ract of the 2nd October, I 879, i d  shall forfei~ all 
right to or benefit of any modification of such rent during such period. 

10. And it is expressly agreed and declared that, subject to the 
sanc~ion and au~horization of this Agreement by an Act of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, the said Concessions or Contracls of the 2nd 

. . 
. . 

October, 1879, and the 22nd November, 1879, respectively, and the 
Calcutla Tramways Act, 1880, Act III (B.C.) of 1894' and the Ben.Ac1.1 

Agreement oi?he 2nd Seplember, 1893, shall be read and construed as ol1880. 

extended and varied or modified by this Agreement. 

'The Calcutta Tramways ACI, 1894. 



Sctredr/le refirred ro irt fhefor-eguirzg Agree~~rcat.  

Bow Bazar strrrr. Wellington Street. 
La1 Bazar. Kidderpore line. 

Strand Road. Old Court House Street. 
Dhurrumtollah Street. ' Lower Chitpore Road. 

Cornwallis Srree~. Dalhousie Square, South. 
College Street. Hare Streel Junctions. 

Welleseley Street. Chowringhee-all crossings. 

Nimtollah Ghat Streer-whole. 

As witness the hands of [he Chairman and two other Cornmission- 
ers and the Seal of [he Corporation of Calcutta and the hand of John 
Richard Maples, the duly-conslituted Attorney of [he CalcultaTram- 
ways Company, Limited, in the name and on behalf of the Company. 

Given under [he common seal of the Carporatinn of Calcutta and 
duly signed in the presence of 

W.R Macdonald, 

Sect-erory. 

Witnesses l o  the signalure of John 
Richard Maples, the duly-con- 
slituted Attorney of rhecalcutta 
Tramways Compa~iy, Limited, 
in the name and on behalf of [he 
Company. 

W.R.Bright, C.S.. 

Cl~airtr~an. 
Satish Chandra Ghosh, 

E.M.D.Cohen. 
hf~nlicipal Cotnnlissiuners. 

John Cave Orr, THE CALCUTTA 
Altorney-at-Law TRAMWAYS Co.Ltd., 
J.W.Orr, Corporarion By their Attorney 
Attorney-at-Law, . John R-Maples. 
Calcur[a. 




