
 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information by PRS 
Legislative Research (PRS).  The contents of this document have been obtained from sources 
PRS believes to be reliable.  These contents have not been independently verified, and PRS 
makes no representation or warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or correctness.  In 
some cases the Principal Act and/or Amendment Act may not be available.  Principal Acts 
may or may not include subsequent amendments.  For authoritative text, please contact the 
relevant state department concerned or refer to the latest government publication or the 
gazette notification.  Any person using this material should take their own professional and 
legal advice before acting on any information contained in this document.  PRS or any persons 
connected with it do not accept any liability arising from the use of this document.  PRS or any 
persons connected with it shall not be in any way responsible for any loss, damage, or distress 
to any person on account of any action taken or not taken on the basis of this document. 

 

 
 

 
 

The Calcutta Hackney-Carriage Act, 1919 
 

Act 1 of 1919 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keyword(s): 
Bearer, The Commissioner of Police, Hackney-Carriage, Horse, Palanquin, 
Rickshaw, Stage-Carriage 
 



Bengal Act I of 1919 
(The Calcutla Hackney-Carriage Act,1919.)' 

REPEALED IN PART ... Ben. Acr I of 1939. 
west   en. A C ~ X X X V I O ~  1948. 

A ~ ~ ~ N D E D  . -. West Ben. Act XXII of 1980. 

i West Ben. Act XLV of 1981. 
West Ben. Acl X of 1986. 
(a) The Governmen[ of India 

(Adapralion oFIndian Laws) 
ADAP~ED . . . Order, 1937. 

(b) The Adaplarion of Laws 
Order, 1950. 

(15rh Jatrtmry, 191 9.) 
An Act lo cor~solirinre or~d n~rrerrd the lnw relarit~g to I~ockrrey- 
cur-rinses nttJ pnlnnqrrirw orld ro r~lake cerrrriti yrovisiow with 

rrgnrd ro ricks11nrr.s irr Cnlcrrrm. 
WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law relating to hackhey- 

carriages and palanquins and to make certain provisions with regard 
to rickshaws in Calcutta; 

It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

CHAPTER I 
Preliminary. 

1. ( I )  This Act may be callcd the Calcutta Hackncy-carriage 
Act, 19 19; 

(2) It shall come into force on such dare? as the '[State Govern- 
ment] may. by notificalion. direct ; and 

(3) It shall apply in the first instance only to Calcuua : 
'Provided that nothing in this Act shall apply in Calcutra toany type 

of vehicle the driving ar use af which has been prohibited with the 
8cn. Aci IV previous sanction of the Slatc5 Government by the Commissioner of 
or Igfifi. Police under section 6 1 A of the Calcutta Pol ice Act, 1866, and section 
Bcn. ACI I! 
of 866, 38A of the Calcutta Suburban Police Act, 1866. 

'For Slalamcn~ 0rObjrcls and Rcasuns. .see llic Cntcutta Gazeire or 191 8, h . I V .  
pagc 43 : and for Proceedings in  Council. see ibid. Pt. IV A, p ~ g c s  297-299 and 810- 
n1Ci and 1Q26. I027 and 1167-1 188. 

'Thc 15th July.1919. sce notilicalion No.1581 M.. darcd ihc 17th Junc, 1919, 
published in  rhe Crrkrrrrn Gazetfe of  191 9. PI. IB, pagc 1 18. 

' ~ h c  words "Provincial Govcrnmcn~" wcrc nriginelly subsrirurcd lor the words 
"Loc;~l Govcrnmcni" by paragraph 40) or ~ h c  Covcrnmcnt of  India (Adaptation of 
Indian Laws) Order. 1937. and rhcrcarrcr thc word "Srarc" was subs l i ru~d (or ~ h c  
word "Provincial" by paragraph 4(1)of thc Adaptation of Laws Order, 1950. 

'This proviso was nddcd hy s.2 of  rhc Calcurra Hackncy-carriagc (Amendmcnr) 
Acl. 1918 (Wza Rcn.An XXXVI or 1948). 

Shorr litlc. 
commence- 
rncnt and ! 
cxIcnl. 

-'The word "Srsrc " was subsli~ulcd for thc word "Provincial" by pangraph 4 ( I )  
of thc Adaplaticln o r h v s  Order. 1950. 
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fi111ntrnriw1.-In this proviso,- 

( I )  "Calcutta" mans  the [own of Calcutra as defined in section 3 
of thc Calcuua Police Act, 1866, together with [he suburbs of Calcutta 
as defined by norificalion under section 1 of \he Calcuua Suburban 
Pol ice Acl, 1 t366 ; and 

(2) "streets" and -'public places" have rhc same meanings as in the 
Calcutta Pol ice Act, 1866, and the Calculla Suburban Police Act. 1866. 

Funllcr 
provisions 

2. The '[Slale Guvernment] may, by notification,- 
as 10 e ~ t e n ~ .  ( 0 )  extendthis Act, urany portion thereof, to any other town or 

local area ; or 

(6) cxclude from. ur include in, Calcutta, or any orher town or 
local area to whjch this Acl is exlended undct clause (a), 
any local area in the vicinity ofthe same and defincd in the 
notification : 

Prvvided that no notificatiot~ undcr [his seclion dlall be published 
in respect of any arca included in a Military Cantonment without thc 
previous sanction of the '[Central Government] : 

Providcd also that. before finally publishingany noliticaiion under 
this section the '[Slate Governmen\] shall publish a,draft of the same 
in such manner as .'[it] may lhink t i t . and any ratc-payer or inhabivant 
uf the area affected by such drafi may. i F 11e objecrs lo the drafi, submit 
his objection i n  writing to the 'IState Government] within six weeks 
from its publication and the '[Slate Government] shall takc such 
objection into consideration. 

I 

I 
[Bcn. Act I 

I 

Rcpcal. 3. ( 1 )  The Calculta Hackney-carriagc Act, 1891. is hereby re- 
pealed. 

(2) This repeal shalt no1 affect the validi~y of anything done or 
suffered, or ot' any right, titilc, obligation or liability which may have 
accrued under I he said Act ;and all registrations madc, 1 icenses issued, 
penalrics incurred, ;u~d othcr things duly done under the said Act shall. 
so far as they are consistent with \his Act, be dremad to havc h e n  
respectively made, issued, incurred or done hereunder. 

(3) All proceedings now pending, wtiicli may have been com- 
menced under the said Acl, shall be deetned to be commenced under 
this Acl. 

Bcn. Acl tV 
01 1866. 
Hcn. Act 11 
01 181i6. 

Bcn. ACI l l  I 

of 1891. 

'See [owl-nolc 3 on pilet 537. narc. 

'Thcsc wurds wcrc substirulcd far lllc words "Guvcrnor-Gcncral an Council" by 
paragraph 411) of lhc Govcrnmcni ni'lndia (Adaprarion of Indian Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

' ~ l l i s  word \ v u  subsli~ii~cd rnr word "rhcy' ' hy paragraph 5(2), ;bid. 
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Dchniiion~. 
4. In this Act, unless rhere is something rcpugn;lnl in the subject 

, ur context,- 

[I) "bearer' ' whcn used with reference to rickshaws includcs any 
person employed ro draw or push a rickshaw '[or, where the rickshaw 
i s  a cycle-rickshaw, any pcrson employed to actuate the cycle- 
rickshaw] ; 

(2) "Calcut~a" rrleans '[subject to lhc provisions of the proviso to 

sub-section (3) of scction I and] subject l o  the exclusion or inclusion 
of any local area by notificarion under clause(6) of sec~ion 2,  he area 

' Bcn-Acr ' I 1  described in Schedule I lo [he Calcu~tn Municipal Act, 1899' ; 
01 1899. 

(3) "the Cummissioner of  Police" means the officer appflinled 
Ben. Acl [V undcr section 4 of the Calcutta Police Acr, 1866 : 
of L B156. 

(4) "hackney-carriage" means any wheelcd vehicle, drawn by 
horses and used fur Lhc conveyance of passengers, which is kcpt, 
owered or plies for hire by the hour or day or according l o  distance ; 

( 5 )  "horse" includes male and porly ; 

(6)  "noliiication" means a notification published in  he '[Oflcinl 
Gnzette] ; 

(7) "palanquin' ' means a vehiclc for the convey ancc of passengers 
which is carried by men ; 

(8)  "rickshaw" means a ~wo-whceled vehicle for thc conveyance 
of passengers which isdrawn by a man or men '[and includes a three- 
wheeled vehicle tb r  [he conveyance at' passengers, ordinarily known 
as a cycle-rickshaw, which is i~tuatcd by u man by means of a pedal- 
cycle mechanism] ; and 

(9) ' 'srage-carriage" means any hackney-carriage, the passengers 
in which pay or are charged separate and dis~inct fares, or pay or are 
charged at the rat: of separate and dislincl fares. for lheir respective 
placc or seats therein nr conveyance thc reby. 

'~ t icsc words rvcrc inscrrcd by s. 3(rr) orrhe Cnlcu113 1 l;~ckncy-cnrriagc (Arnend- 
Incnl) Acr. 19-M (Wcsr Bcn. ACI XXXVl of l94R). 

' ~ h c s c  words, brilckc~s and figurcs wcrc inserrcd hy s. 31b). ihid. 
'Hzngal Acr I l l  uT I899 was rtpcnlcd and rc-crincicd by Ihc Calcuna Municipal 

Acr. 1923 (Bcn. Act Ill of 1923). which Aci was again hccn repcalcd and rc-cnacicd 
hy thc Calcull;~ Municipal hcr. 1'151 (Wcsr Bcn. Aci XXXlll  of 1951). which was 
furlher repcalcd and rc-cn;lc~cd by rhc Cnlci~ua Muniuipnl Corpofiion Acr. 1930 
(WCFI Rcn. ACI LIX of !J$O) and !his rcrcrcncc should no\\. bc cnnsrrued np 3 

rcrcrcnce to clnusc (9) or scclion 2 of lllc lari mzniio~~cd ACL. 

'These words wcrc suhsiiiuicd Ibr ~ h c  rvurds "CoI~.~.rr~rn L;n:rtte" by paragraph 
4(1) or llic Gnvcrnmcnl ol' India (Adap~aiion of Indian Laws) O~dzr.  1937. 
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CHAPTER [I 
Registration of Hackney-carriages. 

5. Every hackney-carriage i n  Calculla shall be annually regislewd 
by a Registering Officer, on such dale as tbc Cornmissinner of Police 
may direct. 

6. (1) The Regiswring Officer shall be a Deputy Commissioner of 
Police specially appointed by  he '[State Government] for rhis pur- 
pose, and he shall keep a register in  which he shall enrer every 
hackney-carriage under the class prescribed theret'or by by-law made 
under section 7 1 . 

(2) Every act, matter or thing done by the Registering Officer, 
under or by vir~ue of this Acr. shall be subject to the control of the 
Commissioner of Police. 

7. The Registering Officer may, wilh (he sanction orthe Commis- 
sioner of Police by general or special order in writing, delegate to any 
police-officer, not below [he rank of sergean!, all or any of the powers 
and duties conferred or imposed upon the Registering Officer by this 
Acl or any by-law made  hereu under, excepl those conferred or irn- 
posed upon him by sections 8, 9, 1 2, 24, 25, 30, 32 and 6 1 . 

8. (1) Any person who is desirous OF registering a hackney- 
carriage, shall apply to the Registering Ot'ticer, stating the class in 
which he desires that the carriage may be regisrered, and shall submit 
the carriage for thc inspection of [he Registering Ol'ficer. 

(2)The Registering Officer shal sarisry himself that the municipal 
tax imosed upon such carriage for the current half-year has been paid, 
and decide whether the carriage is fit l o  bc registered i n  the class 
applied for, and s h ~ l l  rcgisler i t  in that class or refuse to grim the 
appl ica~ion. 

(3) The person in whose name any carriage i s  regislered shall be 
deemed LO be the owner of such carriage fnr !he purposes of this Act. 

9. ( 1 )  The Registering OFlicer shall. at the time of registration. 
upon payment of such fee as may be t'ixed by by-law madc under 
clause (f) of section 7 1 , deliver a license, duly signed by him, to the 
owner of every hackney-carriage. 

(2)  Such license shall, if not cancelled ur suspended, continue in 
force for oncyear from the tirst day of the month in which thecarriage 
is registered. 
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of 1919.1 

10. The following particulars shall be enrcred in the register, and parti~ulars 1 -  - I of rcgislcr 
, ,  

shall be specified in  [he license ro be given ro thc owner :- . . 
and liccnsc. 

( ( I )  [he class, and (he number assigned to the carriage in the 
register ; 

( / J )  the name and residence of thc owner, the description of the 
carriage, and the place wherc such carriage is to be kept ; 

(cl rhc number and description of horses to be employed in 
drawing such carriage ; 

i )   he number of passengers [he carriage i s  licensed lo carry ; 

(e) the dale on which rhc license was granted ; and 

fl such other particulars as may be prescribed by by-law made 
under secrion 71 ; 

and a terrified copy OF such par~iculars shall be furnished to every 
person applying for rhc same on paymenl of a fee of  eight annas. I 

I 
I f .  ( I )  The owner of cvery hackney-carriage registered under this Produclion 

urcarriagcs Acl shall, on receipt of a nolice i n  writing i n  this behalf, produce [he 
carriage before t he Registering Officer, for inspection. at such time as inspccrion 

may be specified in the notice wirhin two weeks after [he expiration of hair-ycarly, 

six inonths from the dare uf every such registration. 

(2) I f  the owner of any such carriage FiiIs to producc the same Fur 
inspection in accordance with the provisions of sub-sect ion (I). he 
shall be liable to ;i fine nolexceeding five rupees for every day during 
which, after (he expiry of (he period specitied in sub-section (I) and 
before the carriage is produced for inspecrion, the carriage is used as 
a hackney-carriage, and, in defdult of payment of fine. lo simple 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding fourteen days. 

12. The Registering Officer m q  cancel or suspend, for such period Rcgisrralio~ 
of carringc as he thinks tit, the regis~ration of any carria~e and the license granted ,,* 

tu the owner under [his Act, whenevcr it appears to him that such liccnw may 
bc carriage is  unR~ for public use. or [he horse used thertwith is not ,,,,,ll,d,, 

licensed for [ha( cIass of carriage, or the harness used wilh such horse suspcndcd. 

is unfil for public use. 

13. ( 1 )  Whenever nny change takes place in the ownership of a N o h  10 bc 
givca of hackney-carriage, if the person to whom such carriage is transferred of 

desires LO use i t  as a hackney-carrriage, he shall, before so using i t ,  give ottPncrship. 

to the Registering Officer norice in writing OF such rransttr. 

(2) Every such notice shall contain the particulars specified in 
clauses In), (b) and (4 of secrion 10. 
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(3) I f  any such person. beforegiving such notice as aforesaid, uses 
such carriage as a hackncy-carriage, hc shall be liable to a Fine no1 
exceeding five rupees, and, in dcfaull of payment of fine, to simple 
imprisonment for a period no[ exceeding seven days. 

(4) Every owner of a hackney-carriage registered under [his Act 
shall, within fourteen days of the transfer of such carriage to another 
person, or ofthe disconrinuance of the use ofthecarriage as a hackney- 
carriage, give notice thereof to the Registering Ofticer, in [he case of 
a transfer stating [he name and residence of the transferee. 

(5) If any such owner fails to give nolice in accordance with the 
provisions of sub-section (4), he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
tiverupees, and, in default of pay men1 of line, rosirnple imprisonment 
for a period no1 exceeding seven days. 

14. ( 1 )  Whencvcr the owncr of a hackney-carriage registered 
under [his Acl changes his residence or the place where such carriage 
is kepi. he shall. withiti onc week from the dare of such change, give 
to  he Regisrering OMcer a notice in writing thereof. 

(2) Every such owner who neglects to give such nocice shall be 
liable, For every such offence, to a fine not exceeding five rupees. and, 
in default of payment of fine, to simple imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding seven days. 

15. The Registering Oftlcer, fin receiving a notice under seclion 
13, sub-section ( I )  or (4) ,  or section 14, sub-section (I), or afrer a 
conviction under section 13, sub-section (3) or (51, ur  section 14, sub- 
sect ion (21, shall make the necessary alteration in the register and in the 
license. 

16. (1) I F  any hackney-carriage is used as such without having 
been duly registered under this Act, the owner of such carriagc shall 
be liable LO a tine nor cxceeding one hundred mpees, and, in defaulr of 
payment ol' fine, lo simplc imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
three months. 

(2) Any police-ofticcr, or any person duly authorized by [he 
Commissioner of Police in that behalf, may seize such carriagc 
together with thc horscs and harness thereof and remove the same to 
a police-sa~ion : 

Provided [ha[, i f  i[ be proved on arrival at Ihe police-station or 
at'lerwards that any horse so removed has been duly registered under 
this Acl with ils harness, that horse and hames-s shall be released 
forthwith : 
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Provided also that any carriage so removed shall be released on the 
: owner thereof furnishing securiky lo the salisKaclion of the officer in 

charge of the police-aatinn for thc produclion of the carriage when 
required. 

(3) Any carriage seized under sub-scctian (2) which i s  not released 
under the second proviso thereto, nuy bedetainedal the police-slation 
or sent to [he Regis~ri~livn Office and detained lhere, until any fine 
imposed by the Magisrrale h : ~  been paid. 

(4) If rhc hackney-carriage so seized be not claimed and i f  any tine 
imposed be not paid, togerher with any costs or charges incurred, 
within fifteen days of such seizure or imposition of such fine, respec- 
tively. such carriage may be sold by auction, after previous advertise- 
men1 of such ;iuction, and the sale proceeds applied to the papmen[ of 
the tine and ;ill cosls and charges incurred on account of  the de~ention 
and sale. 

( 5 )  The surplus, if any, if no~claimed by rheowner within a further 
period nfanl: monlh, shall becredi~ed and applied in thc same manner 
as fees and fincs realized under this Act. 

CHAPTER TIT 

Platc on Hackney-carriage. 

17. Upon ~heregistritiun of any hackney-carriage, ~ h c  Rcgislcring 
Officer shall cause to be ;illixed on somc conspicuous part of the 
outside of such carriage a plate, bearing ~ h c  class and the number of 
such carriage in the register and the number fll' passengers which it is 
licensed lo carry. 

18. If any hackncy-carriage i s  let. used or plies for hire without 
having a proper plate aFf xed lhereto under this Act, the owner thereof 
shall be liable to a fine not cxcccding l i ity rupees, and, in default of 
payment of fine, to simplc imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
fourleen days. 

19. If. during the year of regisrra~ion, the words or tlgurcs on any 
platc aflixed to a hackney-carriage become indis~incl orobl i~cratcd, or 
if the plate is lost or stolen. the owner of such carriagc shall producc 
the carriage before the Registering Ot'ticcr and, alter proving lhe loss 
OF the plare or fln delivering [he dekctive plate, to the Registering 
Officer, as the case may be, shall beentilled to have a new plate aftixed 
upon payment of n fee of eight annas : 

Prnvidcd that if any plare, in  licu of which a new plate has been 
affixed under this section, be aferwards recovered. the same shall 
forlhwith be delivered lo the Reyistering Officcr. 
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20. Evcry owncr fll' a hackncy-carriage registered under [his Act 
who uses ar pcr~ni~s to be used any plate after the writing [hereon has 
become indistinct fir obliterated, 

and every person inm whose possession any plate which has been 
lost or stolen comes, and who refuses or wilfully neglects fur three 
days lo dcl iver  he same lo [he Rcgislering Officer as required by the 
proviso to scction 19, 

shall, for every such offence, be liable to a fine not exceeding ten 
rupees, and, in default of payment of fine, lo simple imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding seven days. 

21. ( 1 )  Upon the expiration or other determination of the registra- 
tion oFa hackney-carriage, the owner or such carriage shall cause the 
plare affixed thereto under this Act to be delivered ro [he Regislering 
Officer. 

(2) Any person who, after the expiration OF rhe period aforesaid, 
wilfully neglecu for seven days to deliver the plate 10 the Registering 
Officer, 

and every person who uses or retains any plate affixed i n  respect 
of a registration which is no longer in force, - 

shall. for every such offence, be liable to a fine nor exceeding fifly 
rupees, and. in defauliof payment of line, l o  simple imprisonmcnt for 
a period not exceeding fourrieen days. 

22. Whenever the Rcgislering Officer cancels or suspends for any 
period, under section 12, the registration of any hackney-carriage he 
shall take possession of the plate affixed l o  such carriage under [his Act. 

23. ( 1 )  Every person who, for the purpose r)f deceprion or with a 
view to avoiding any of [he provisions of this Acl, 

(iJ uses or has in  his possession any plate resembling or 
intended lo resemble any plate a f h e d  under rhis Acr, or 

(ii) uses, affixes or has in his possession any plate issued 
under this Act, 

shall. tbrevery such offence, be liable lo a fine not excecding one 
hundred rupees,'and, in deFiul~ of payment of fine, to simple impris- 
onmenr tbr a period not exceeding one month. 

(2) The Registering Ofticer or any police-officer may seize any 
plate used or had as aforesaid, wherever the same may be found. 

i 
! 
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(3) Whcnever a police-oi'ticer seizes any plate under sub-section 
12). he shall forthwith deliver it to the Registering OfFicer. 



(Cflfrpfer 1V.-Hegis~r.ofinrl a t~d  Ide~lt+cntior~ ofHorscs.- 
Sections 24-26.) 

CHAPTER IV 

Registration and Identification of Horscs. 

24. Every hurse used, or intended ro be used, for drawing a 
hackney-carriage, togc~her wilh the harness o f  such horse, shall. be 
annually registered by rhe Registering Officer at the time and in lhe 
manner provided by Chapter I1 with respect to t he  registration of 
hackney-carriages : 

Provided that the Regislering Officer may reruse to register any 
horse i f  such hnrse or its 1iar11t.s~ appears lo him robe unserviceable or 
unfit for public use. . 

25. (1) The Registering Ofticer shall, ar rhe time of registration, 
upon payment of such fcc as may be Lxed by by-law n~adt: under 
clause of sexdon 7 1 , deIiver a license, duly signed by him, lo lhe 
owner o f  every horse. 

(21 Such license shall, if  not cancelled ar suspended, continue in 
force for one year from the firs1 day of  he month in which the horse 
is regisrered. 

26. (1 )  The following particulars shall be entered in [he regisrcr, 
and shall be specified in the license to begiven tothe owner namely :- 

(n )  the class of the hackney-carriage with which the horse is to 
be used, and whclher it is lo be used singly or in a pair ; 

(1)) the name and residence of the owner ; 

(c) Lhe number assigned to rhe horse in the register ; 

(d) the place where it i s  intended to keep [he horse ; 

(e) the date nn which the license was granted ; and 
fJ such other particulars as may be prescribed by by-law made 

under section 7 1 ; 
and a certi fied copy of such particulars shall be furnished LO every 

person applying for the same on payment of a Fee of eight annas. 

121 All the provisions of [his Act in any way relating ro the 
notificalion to the Registering Officer of thechange ofowncrship and 
of residc~lcr of Ihe owners ofhackney-carriages and of-the place where 
such carriages are kept shall be applicable in like manner to rheowners 
of licensed horses. 

(3) The person in whose name a horse is for the time being 
registered shall be deemed to be the owner of such horse for the 
purposes of this Acr. 
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, previous advertisernenrof such auction, and the sale-proceeds applied 
to the payment o f  the fineand all costsand charges incurred on account 
of the detention and siile. 

( 5 )  The surplus, i f  any, if nnl claimed by theowner within a further 
period of one month, shall becredited and applied in the same manner 
as fees and fines realized under this Act. 

30. The Rcgisterin~ Officcr may cancel, or may suspend for such 
period as he thinks fit. the regismlion of any horse and [he license 
granled to the owner under this ACL, whenever i t  shall appear to him 
that such horse or the liarness used [herewith is unfir for public use. 

31. All the provisions of this Act in any way relaring to the 
renewing, producing, using, or raking possession or plates affixed ro 
hackney-carriages shall, in like manner and so far as the same may 
reasonably be applied, be applicable to the marks of identification 
ntlached or applied ro horses. 
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CHAPTER V 
Driver's License and Ticket. 

32. ( I )  No person shall acr as a driver o f  a hackney-carriage Drivcrol 
without n license granted by [he Registering Officer. hav!nzy- 

carrlagc lo 

(2) Nu person shall be so licensed unless the Registering OFficcr, 
~ i ~ ~ ~ s e A  

after due inquiry, is s;itisfied- 

(a) that he i s  competent to drive a hackney-carriage, and has a 
sufficient knowledge of Iocaliries in Cnlcutla ; 

(6)  [hat he is  of sober habits, and has no1 been  convicted of any 
offence which, in the opinion of [hc ~ e ~ i s i e r i n ~  Officer. i s  
o f  such a niiturz as ro render him unfit to hold a driver's 
license ; and 

(c) that he is not less than eighteen years of age. 

33. ( 1 )  Every license granred under section 32, sub-section (/), Pariiculars 
and shall contain- dura~ion of 

(a) the number of the license ; Iiccnsc. 

(b)  thc name, father's name, place OF abode and age of  the 
person to whom such license is granted ; 

[c) the date on which the license was granted ; and 
( d )  a summary of the more impnant  staturnry provisions and 

bye-laws affecring drivers of hackney-carriages ; 
and shall bear the signature o f  the Regisrering Officer. 
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( 2 )  Evcry license gran~ed under sectinn 32, sub-sectifln (I). shall, 
if no1 cancelled orsuspended, conrinue in  force for one year irom !he 
first day of  [he month in which i~ i s  granted. and shall lhereafier be 
rencwcd, provided that the Registering Officer i s  sarisfied lhat the 
driver continues to fullil lhc conditions prescribed by clauses (u) and 
(b) of sub-section (2) of that section. 

(3JFor cvery such license and for every renewal thcreof there shall 
be paid a fcc of two rupees. 

34. ( 1 )  Whenever a drivcr licensed under this Act changes his 
residence. he shall, within one week from the datc of such change, give 
lo rhz Regislering Officer a notice in wri~ing thereof. 

12) Every such driver who neglects to give such notice shall be 
liable, for every such offence, to a tine nor exceeding f ive  rupees, and, 
in default ofpi~yrnenl of tine, to simple irnprisonnlenr for a period not 
excceding seven days. 

35. If any person acts as the driver of a hackncy-carriage, wi~houl 
holding a license in force Vor 111e time being, 

fir transfers, or lends his liccnse, or allows the same l o  be used by 
any other person, 

he shiill. Tor every such offence, be liable LO a fine not excceding 
twenly rupees, and, in default of payment of  t h e ,  to simple imprison- 
ment for a period not exceeding ten days. 

36. If any owner of a hackney-carriage permits any person, who 
has not obtained n drivcr's license, or whose license has eitherexpired 
or been cancelled or suspended. to drive such carriage For hire, he shall 
be liable, for cvery such offence, lo n tine not exceeding fifty rupees, 
and. in dcfault ofpayment of fine, LO simple imprisonment fora period 
nol exceeding founeen days : 

Provided that such owner and such licensed driver shall be subject 
to all the provisions of [his Act, for any acl donc or omitted to be done 
by such driver during such employmenl. in like manner as if such 
driver had been duly licensed. 

37. The paniculars of every license which is granted under section 
32 shall beemered in the registerto be kep~for tharpurposear [he office 
uf  the Registering Oftlccr ; and a certified copy of such paniculars 
shall be furnished to every person applying for ~ h c  same on pay men1 
of a fee of eight annos. 

38. 11) The Registering Officer shall, at [he time of granting a 
license to any driver of a hackney-carriage, deliver to him a metal 
ticket bearing the number of his license. 
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(2) Every driver to whom such licket is delivered shall, at all times 
while acting as driver or white attending before any Magistrate. carry 
such ticket exposed to view. 

(3) In case any such driver omi~s to wear such ticket exposed to 
view while acting as driver or artending before a Magistrate, he shall 
be liable to a Fine nor exceeding ten rupees, and, in default of payment 
of fine, to simple imprisonment for a period not exceeding seven days. 

39. IF. during the term of [he license, the number on any licket 
becomes indistinct or obliterated or [he tickel is losl or stolen, the 
licensed driver shall produce his license before the Registering Offi- 
cer, and on proving the loss of [he ticket or on delivering the defective 
ticket to [he Registering Officer, as the case may te. shall be entitled 
to have a new ticket upon payment of a fee of eight atlttns : 

Provided that, if any ticket. in lieu of which a new ricket has been 
issued under this section, be afierwards recovered, the same shall 
forthwith be delivered to rhe Registering Officer. 

40. Every driver licensed under [his Acl who uses or wears the 
ticket granted to him after the number [hereon has become indistinct 
or obliterated. 

and every person i11 whose possession any ticket which has been 
lost or stolen comes and who refuses or wilfully neglecls for three days 
todeliverthe same to the Registering Officer as required by the proviso 
to section 39, 

shall, for every such offence. be liable to n fine not exceeding ten 
rupees, and, indefault of  payment of fine, LO simple imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding seven days. 

41. (I) Upon the expiration or orher determination of any license 
granted to o driver under this Act, such driver shall deliver his license 
and ticket to the Registering Officer. 

(2) Every driver who wilfully neglects for seven days to deliver 
such expired license and licket to the Registering Officer, 

and every person who uses, wears or retains any such expired 
license or ticket or any license or ticket other than such as shall have 
been delivered to him under Ihe provisions of this Act, 

and every person to whom any ticket has been delivered undcr this 
Act, who lends or transfers such ticket, whether current or expired, to 
any other person, 

and every person who wears or uses the ticket of any other person, 
shall, for every such offence, be liable to a tine nor exceeding fifty 

rupees, and, in default of payment of tine, to simple imprisonment for 
a period not exceeding fourteen days. 
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Power to 42. Whenever the Regisrering OFFicer cancels or suspends for any 
takc 
possasion period, undersecLion 12 or section 30, rheregis~ration of any hackney- 
of driver's carriage or horsc, as the case may be, shall take possession ofthe ticket 
tickct on which was delivered to the driver of such carriage under section 38 or 
or suspcn- section 39. 
sion or 
rcgislralion. 
Penalty lor 
using or 
wcaring 
counlcrfcir 
rickcl. 

43. (1) Every person who, for the purpose of deception, uses or 
wearsany ticket resrrnblingorinrended to resembleany ticket gran~ed 
under section 38 or section 39 shall, for every such of'fence, be liable 
lo a fine not excwding one hundred rupees, and in default of payment 
of fine, to simple imprisorrmen~ for a period not exceeding one month. 

(2) The Registering Officer or any police-officer may seize any 
such expired counterfeit ticket, wherever the same may be found. 

(3) Whenever a police-officer seizes any expired or counterfeit 
ricket under sub-section (21, he shall Forthwith deliver it LO the 
Registering Officer. 

PcnaIty for 44. Whenever any driver is sumnloned to appear before any 
hi l ing  to Magistrate to answer any charge preferred againsl him under this Act, 
Iicensc he shall carry with him his liceuse, and produce rhe same if required 
bclorc 

yisrrnc. SO todo ; and any drivel- who, on such requisition, fai Is to produce such 
license shall, for every such offence, be liable to a fine not exceeding 
five rupees. and, in dek~u! t of pay ment of Fine, LO simple imprisonment 
for a period noL exceeding five days. 
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mcnl or 
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45. Whenever a Magiswale convicts a driver of any offence 
punishable under this Act, or warns him of his liabiliry to punishment 
for any such offence, or reprimands him i n  respect of his conduct as a 
driver, [he Magistrare shall endorse on the driver's license- 

(a) the nature ot' [he offence for which [he driver was convicted, 
[he dale OF the conviction and the penalty imposed, or 

(6)  he warning or reprimand given, as [he case may be, and 
shall inform the Registering Officer of every such endorse- 
ment. 

Revocation 46. (I) Any Magistrate before whom any driver is convicted ofany 
or sus- 
pension or nft'ence. whether under this Actor under any other ACI, may cancel his 
driver's license or may suspend the same for such period as the Magistrate 
liccnsc on 
convic~ion. thinks f i t ,  and for t h a ~  purpnse may rquire the driver, or any other 

person in  whose possession such license and the ticket therelo belnng- 
ing shall then be, to deliver up the same. 

(2) Every driver or other person who, on being sn required, refuses or 
neglecls ro deliver up iht: license and ticket, shall be liable, forevery such 
offence, LO a tine not exceeding Lwenry rupees, and, in default of payment 
nf fin* tn c i r n n l p  imnrirnnmpnt Fnt n rwrinrl nnt ~ a r ~ 1 . r l i n ~  trn r l n v ~ .  
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(3) The Magistrate shall forward every license and every ticket 
delivered to him under sub-seclion ( 1 )  to the Registering Officer, 
together with a memorandum of his sentence in the case. 

(4) The Regisrering OClicer shall enter the fact of such senlence in  
the regisrer referred to in section 37, and if [he license has been 
suspended, the Registering Officer shall, on application at the end of 
the period of suspension, re-deliver such license and ticket to the 
person ta whom they were granted, 

47. ( 1 )  If i t  appeals to the Registering OFficer tha~ any licensed z;Y;Fng 
driver is not n fit person to drive a hackney-carriage, he may cause a orfi,,,,, 
notice to be served on such driver, requiring him lo appear before  he cancel or 

suspcnd Registering Offfcer, at such time as may be specified in the notice. for drivcr.s 
re-examination. Every such notice shall state the reasons for such re- liccnsc. 
examination. 

(2) {a)  If such driver fails to appear in pursuance of [he notice 
served under sub-section (I), or 

(b)  if, upon his appearance, the Registering Officer finds that he is 
no1 a f i t  person to drive the hackney-carriage, or 

(c) if  the owner of [he carriage or of the horse used therewith on 
being summoned LO produce the driver to answer any charge preferred 
against him under this ACI hils to do  so, 

rhe Registering Officer may cancei the driver's license or may 
suspend the same for such period as he thinks ~ I I ,  and may for that 
purpose require the driver, or any other person in whose possession 
such license or the ticket (hereto belonging may then be, to deliver up' 
the same : - 

Provided that, before passing an order under clause (c), the Regis- 
tering Officer shall consider any explanation for the failure that may 
be put forward by the driver or the owner. as the case may be. 

(3) Every driver or orher person who fails LO comply with any 
requisirion made upon him under sub-secrion (2 )  shall be liable, for 
every such offence, to a tine not exceeding twenty rupees, and, in 
default of paymenr of  the, to simple imprisonment far a period not 
exceeding [en days. 

CHAPTER VI 
Fares, Hiring and Plying for Hire. 

48. (I) The owner of every hackney-carriage registered under this Owncr to 
keep lisl of Act shall cause to be put up, in such manncrand in such position as may iwe! inridr 

be directed by the Registering Officer, on the inside of such carriage, carrlagt. 
a list in such language or languages as rhe '[State Government] may, 
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Ifl wilfully obs11-ucrsor hinders thedriverofany othercarriage 
in laking up or setting down any passenger into, or from, 
such other carriage ; 

(8) wrongfully prevents or endeavours to prevent the driver of 
any other carriage from being hired ; 

(h )  demands or takes more rhan [he proper fare ro which he is 
IegaIly entilled ; 

( i )  refuses lo admit and carry in  his carriage the number of 
passengers which such carriage is licensed to carry ; 

u) carries marc rhan such number of passengers ; 
(k) refuses to carry by his carriagesuch quantity of luggage as 

is prescribed by bye-law made under seection 7 1 ; 

( I )  being hired, permits or suffers any person to be carried in, 
or upon, or abou~ such carriage during such hire wjthou t the 
consem of the person hiring the same ; 

(tn) drives in thecarriage any animal which i s  not so secured as 
to be under the conrrol of  the driver ; 

(11) refuses to let zl carriage on hire by time or distance as the * 

hirer may require ; 

(o) being hired by lime or dis~ance, before he has been dis- 
charged by the hirer, wilfully deserts from the hiring ; 

(p) plies for hire with any carriage or horse which shall beat [he 
time unfit for public use ; 

(q) disobeys any direcrion given by a police-officer for the 
regulation of traffic and the control of carriages on hack- 
ney-carriage slands ; 

r leaves his carriage unat tended in any street or public place ; 

Is) allows his carriage ro be used by any person for the purpose 
of soliciting any o~her person to immorality, 

shall be liable ro a fine not exceeding one hundred rupees or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding two months. 

52. Any licensed driver, employed as a driver by the owner of any Pcnally on 

hackney carriage reg islered under this Act. who, wi thour su flicien 1 $ ~ ~ ~ { ~ ~ o  
excuse, refuses or neglects to allend at the premises where such alrcnd a1 

carriage is kepr for the purpose of driving any sgch carriage, whereby : c z ~  
such owner is prevented from lerting out  the same, shall be liable, for 
each offence, to a fine not exceeding Len rupees, and, in dcfault of 
payment OF fine, to si rnple imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
seven days. 
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53. (1) When a complaint is made before a Magistrate against the 
driver or atlendant of a hackney-carriage registered under this Act for 
any offence committed by him against the provisions of this Act, or 
any bye-law made [hereunder, such Magisrra~e may, if the driver or 
attendant fails LO appear, forthwith summon the owner of the carriage 
or of the horse used therewith, or both such owners, as he  may consider 
necessary, personally lo appear and 10 produce the driver or attendant 
of such carriage LO answer the complainl. 

(2) If any such owner, without reasonable excuse, neglecrs or 
refuses to appear personally. or to produce rhe driver or allendant in 
compliance with a summons issued under sub-section ( I ) ,  he shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding fifty rupees. and, in default of payment 
of Fine, to simple imprisonment for a period no1 exceeding fourteen 
days, and so from time to rime. as often as he shall be so summoned, 
unril such driver or attendam shall be produced by hi rn : 

Provided that if such owner, wirhnut reasonable excuse, neglecls 
or refuses to appear persunally, or to produce such driver or attendant 
on the second or any subsequent summons requiring him so to do, the 
Magistrate may proceed to. hear and determ-ine the complainr in the 
absence of the owner and the driver or arlendanr, as [he case may be, 
or any of them. 

54. ( I )  If any person who has hired a hackney-ca~riage registered 
under this Act, and who, without sufficien~ excuse, refuses to pay lo 
the owner or driver thereof, on demand, the proper fare to which he is 
entitled. the Magistrate may order payment of such fare, and also of 
such compensation for loss of time as shall seem reasonable. 

(2) If any person who has used any such carriage artempls to evade 
payment of the farc, or any porlion of [he same, he shall be liable lo a 
fine not exceeding fifty rupees, or lo simple imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding fourteen days in addition to the p'ayment ofsuch hre and 
compensation, as hereinbefore mentioned. 

55. Any person who maliciously or knowingly [ears, deslroys, 
defaces, obliterates or removes any plate, table of fares, driver's ticket 
or mark of identification which has been affixed, put up, granled, 
attached or applied under the provisions of r his Act, shall be liable for 
every such offence to a fine nol exceeding twCnly rupees, and, in 
default O F  payment of finc, LO simple imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding [en days. 

56. Any person using a hackney-carriageregistered underlhis Act 
who wilfully injures [he same, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenry rupees, and, in default of payment of fine, to simple imprison 
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ment for a period not exceeding ten days ; and shall also pay LO the 
owner of the carriage such compensa~ion fnr the injury, as the 
Magisrrate may direct. 

57. ( 1 )  I n  case of any dispute berween the hirer and driver of any 
hackney -carriage registered under this Act, 

the hircr may require the driver to drive LO the Court of the nearesr 
Magistra~e or to the Registering Officer ; 

and, if any driver refuses to obey such requisition, the hirer may 
give such driver into  he custody of the nearest police-officer. 

(2) The police-officer shall thereupon lakc rhe driver and the hirer, 
together with the carriage and horse, to such Court or Registering 
Officer, 

and the Magisrrate or Regislering Ofiicer, as the case may be, may 
hear and determine the dispute in a summary way. 

58. In  the case ofdisputes us ro the fare to be calculated according 
ro rhe distance, any table or book signed by rhe Registering Officer, 
shall. on proof of such signature. be taken to be conclusive evidence 
of the distances [hereill stated. 

59. (1 )  Any hackney-carriage registered under this Act may ply for 
hire as a stage-carriage. 

(2) The owner or driver of a carriage so plying for hire or hired as 
a stage-carriage shall not be subject to any bye-law made under clause 
(g) orsecrion 7 1 ,  but shall bc emirled to demand and take for the hire 
of such carriage such farcs as shall be agreed upon be~ween him and 
theseveral hirers, respectively, subjecl tuany maximum which may be 
prescribed by (he '[State Government] by an order in writing. 

(3) All the other provisions of  this Act shall be applicable to the 
case of a hackney-carriage ply ing as a stage-carriage, so far as thesame 
may be applicable in each case. 

60. ( 1 )  The Corporation of Calculta shall, in consullation with the 
Commissioner of Police, from time to lime. appoint the places in 
C a l c u ~ ~ a  that are to be used as public stands for hackney-carriages. 

(21 Every public stand so appointed shall have a board placed in a 
conspicuous place on the same, containing a notice i n  such language 
or languages as the '[S~are Government] may, by nolilicarion, pre- 
scribe, staling thar rhc stand is a public stand under this Act and 
specifying the number of carriages that may stand upon it. 

'See foot-nolc 3 an pagc 537. nllru. 
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CHAPTERVII . 

Palanquins. 

61. Every palanquin plying for hire i n  Calcutta shal I be registered 
annually by the officer appointed forregistering hackney-carriages, at 
the time and in the manner provided by Chapter 11 with respect lo the 
registration of hackncy -carriages : 

Provided that [he Registering Officer may refuse to regisrer any 
palanquin, or may cancel or suspend for such period as he [hinks TL. 
the registralion thereof, whenever such palanquin appears LO him to be 
unfit for public use. 

62. (1 )  The Registering Officer shall, at the lime of regisrralion, 
deliver a license.duly signed by him, to the owner ofevery palanquin. 

(2) Such license shall. if not cancelled or suspended, continue in  
force for one year from the first day of khe month in which the 
palanquin is regisrered. 

63. (])The following parriculars &%all be enlered in [he register and 
shall be specified in  Ihe license to be given to the owner, namely :- 

(a) the number of ~he  palanquin ; 

) the name and residence ot'the owner, and the place where 
the palanquin is to be kept ; 

(c) rhe number of persons  he palanquin is licensed lo carry ; 

{d) the date on which the license was granted : 
(e) suchorherparticu1arsas~naybeprescribedbyby-lawmade 

under section 71. 

(2) All the provisions of this Act in any way relating to the 
notifica~ion to the Registering Officer of [he change o f  ownership or 
of residence of the owners and drivers of hackney-carriages shall be 
applicable in like manner to  he owners and bearers. respectively, of 
palanquins. 

64. ( 1 )  Upon rhe regislra~ion of any palanquin the Registering 
Officer shall cause LO be afbixed on some conspicuous pan of the 
outside ot' such palanquin aplarebearing thc number of such palanquin 
in [he register and the number of persons i t  is ticensed LO carry. 

( 2 )  If any palanquin i s  let, used or plies for hire withour having a 
proper pla~e affixed chererr) under sub-secdon ( I ) ,  the owner [hereof 
shall be liable to a tine not exceeding twenty rupees, and, i n  default of 
payment of fine, LO simple imprisonment for a period not exceeding [en 
days. 
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(3) The pcrsoli in whose name a palanquin i s  for the time being 
regislered shall be deemed to be the.ow her [hereof for the purposes of 

!. this Act. 

65. All the provisions of this Act i n  any way relaring LO the Application 
of ccmin cancellarion or suspension of the registralion of hackney-carriagesand provisionn 

to the renewing, producing, using or taking possession of plates rclnting 10 

affixed lo hackney-calriages. shall be applicable in like manner to 
palanquins. palanquins. 

66. The owner of every palanquin registered under this Act shall 
cause to be put up, in such manner and in such posilion as may be 
directed by the Registering Officer, on ihe inside of such palanquin, a 
list in such language or languages as the '[Stale Government] may, by 
noti tication, prescribe, showing [he amount of fare according to 
distance and time which may bedemanded and taken from the hirer of 
such palanquin. 

67. ( 1 )  No person shall act as the bearer of a palanquin registered 
under [his Act unless such person has obtained a license frorn the 
Regisrering Officer in themanner prescribed by ChapterV for drivers 
of hackney-carriages. 

(2) All the provisions of this Act in any way relating to the taking 
out, granting, renewing, producing or using the licenses, or to [he 
issuing, granting, wearing, using or taking possession of tickets 
grinled lo drivers of hackney-carriages, shall be applicable in like 
manner to the bearers of palanqu ins. 

(3) For every license lo acr as a palanquin-bearer granted under this 
Act, there shall be paid a fee of four arlrrlrs ; and for every renewal 
thereof there shall be paid a fee of two nrrttns. 

68. ( 1 )  The bearers of every palanquin registered under this Act 
shall carry such palanquin to any place which is not more rhan five 
miles from the place where the samc has been hired, l o  which they shall 
be required by the hirer thereof 10 carry the samc. 
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(2) When any such palanquin is hired by time, the bearers thereof 
may be required to carry i t  at any rate not exceeding two and a half 
miles within one hour. 
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69. All the provisions of this Act as to offences committed by or 
against the owners and drivers of hackney-carriages and [he penalties 
in resprc~ of the same and recovery [hereof, and nH the remedies given 
to or against hirers, owners or drivcrs of hackney-carriages, except the 
provisions contained in section 53, shall be applicable, so far as the 
same may reasonably be applied, to the owners and bearers of 
palanquins. 

CHAPTER VllI  
Rickshaws. 

Rickshaws. 70. All the provisions conlained in this Act, relating to palanquins, 
and the hirers, owners and bearers thereof, shall beapplicable, mrrroris 
~~rtttrrndis. and so far as [he same may reasonably be applied, to all 
rickshaws plying for hire in any town or place i n  which this Act is  in 
force, and to the hirers, owners and bearers of such rickshaws : 

'Provided that the Registering Officer may cancel, or suspend for 
such period as he thinks Fit. the registration of a rickshaw: i f  in his 
opinion the lype of the rickshaw has been so altered as to render it 
different from that in respect of which regiwmtion was made : 

'Provided further rhar in any area included in Calcutta under clause 
(b) of section 2, the functions of the Registering Officer shall be 
performed by an officer appointed by the Commissioners of the 
Municipality comprising such area and the said officer shall forward 
10  he Deputy Commissioner of Police referred to in sub-section (I)  of 
section 6 all papers relating LO regislration for record after they have 
been duly dealt with. 

Special '70A. J(I) Norwithstandins anything to the contrary contained 
provision 
r~ r elsewhere in this Act, if any rickshaw, other lhan a cycle-rickshaw, is 
unlicensed used as such without having alicenseunder this Act, theownerof such 
rickshaws. rickshaw shall beliable toa fine not exceeding five hundred rupees but 

subject to a minimumof Fifty rupees and, i n  defauIt ofpayment of fine, 
to simple imprisonment for a period not exceeding three monlhs. Any 

' ~ d d c d  by s. 4oT1hc Colculln Hnckncy-camiagc (Amendmenr) Aci. 1948 (WcsL 
Ben. ACI XXXVl  of l9JFi). 

'Section 70A was inscncd by a .  2nfthcCalcurra Hackney.carriagc(Amcndment) 
Acr. 1980 (Wcsl Brn. Acl X X I  I of 1980). 

"cclion 70A was rcnumbcrcd as sub-scciion ( I )  OF rhar scclion and aficr sccrion 
70A as so rcnurnbcrcd. the words wiihin the squnrc bnckc~s wcrc subxti~uicd lor thc 
words "and llic Magisrrarc may. in addition lo the imposi~ion of finc, ordcr conlisca- 
tion uT  he rickshaw" by s. 2(1)  ofthc Calculla Hackncy-carriage (A~nzndrncnt) Act, 
19Rl (Wcsi Ben. Acr XLV OF 1981). 
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police officer or any person duly authorized by [he Conlnlissioner of 
Police in [hat behalf may seize such rickshaw and produce the same 
before the Magistrate '[and the Magislra~e shall, in addition lo the 
irnposilion of fine, order confiscation of rhc rickshaw]. 

'(2) Rickshaws cnnfiscated under sub-section ( I )  shall be de- 
stroyed in such manner as the State Government may by general order 
direcr. 

'(3) A pol ice-officer ur  a person duly authorised by the Commis- 
sioner of Police in that behalf may seize any rickshaw, other than a 
cycle-rickshaw, without having a license under  his Act and Found in 
the public thoroughfare, wilh or without its owner, or [he owner of 
which is unknown or [he whereabouts O F  the owner of which cannot 
be ascenained with reasonable diligence, and produce the same before 
the nearesl Magisrrate having jurisdiction and the Magistrate shall 
make an order for inrerim custody OF the rickshaw. 

' (4)  After an order has been made under sub-sec~ion (3) for interim 
custody of the rickshaw, the Magistrate shall, by proclamation, make 
a declaration to [he effect [ha[ the said rickshaw shall be confiscated 
and destroyed on the expiry of a period no~exceding thirty days from 
the date of issue of the proclamation unless the owner or the person in 
possession of rhe rickshaw appears before him and salisfies that the 
rickshaw was neither used nor intended to be used for carrying 
passengers or goods in a public thoroughfare t i l l  a license under [his 
.4ct was granted by thc Registering Officer. 

.'(5) Unless (he contrary is proved, a rickshaw without having a 
license under this ACL shall be deemed to have been used or intended 
lo be used for carrying passengers or goods in a public thoroughfare, 
and the Magistrate shall order c~nfiscation of [he rickshaw. 

'(6) A rickshaw confiscated under sub-section (5) shall be de- 
stroyed in such manner as the Slate Government may by order direct 
and such order shall bc deemed to be n final order. 

'(7) Provisions ofsub-sections (3) to (6) shall be in  addition to, and 
not in derogation of, the provisions of sub-sections (I) and (21. 

I.%' fool-noic 3 on pagc 558. nrlre. 

'Suh-scclioo (2) was added by s. 2(2) of rhc Calcuiia Hackncy-carriage (Arncnd- 
rncnr) Act, 1981 (Wcsi Bcn. Acr XLV of 1931). 

"hese sub-src~ions were nddcd by s. 2 of thc Calcui~a Hackncy-carriagc 
(Amcndmcnt) Acl. 1986 (Wesl Ben. Acr X or 1986). 
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CHAPTER IX 

+: Bye-laws. 
Power 10 71. (1 )  The '[State Government] may make bye-laws gcncrally for 
Stale 
Govcm- carrying out iheprovisions and intentions of this Act ; and in parlioular. 
mcni to and withoul prejudice to the generalily of the foregoins power. they 
laws. makc byc- may make bye-laws- 

(a) regulating the examination and quali ticar inn 01 '  drivers of 
hackney -carriages and bearers of palanquin? and rick- 
shaws, and [he condirions under which they may be em- 
ployed ; 

( prescribing the uniforms to be worn by drivers and alten- 
dank of hackney-carriages : 

(c) specifying the description of horses, harness, or other 
things to be used in hackney-carriages, palanquins and 
rickshaws, the dimensions and colours of such carriages. 
palanquins and rickshaws. and prescribing the conditions 
in which such carriages, palanquins and rickshaws and the 
horses, harness and other lhings used therew ilh, shall be 
kept ; 

Id) prescribing the mark of identification of horses to be used 
in any hackney-carriage and the manner in which the mark 
is to be used ; 

(e) providing for thedivision of hackney-carriages intoclasses 
(iFany) ; 

Ifl prescribing the fees to be paid for the registration of 
carriages, horses, palanquins and rickshaws, respectively, 
underthis Act, and for alterations to be made in any register 
kept [hereunder ; 

(g) prescribing the fares ro be paid for the hire of hackney- 
carriages. palanquins and rickshaws, respeclively ; 

(h) regulating thequanliry of luggage to be carried by hackney- 
carriages ; 

(i) for [he inspection of the premises on which any such 
carriages. palanquins, rickshaws, horses, harness and other 
~hings are kept ; 

liJ for the protection of,wcak, lame or sickly horses and the 
prevention of heir use in hackney-carriages ; 

'Sec Coot-now 3 an pagc 537. allre. 
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(k) for rhe regulation of the use of horses in hackney-car- 
riages ; 

(1) for the publication of a table of distances ; 
(m)  for regulating or preventing the placing of advertisemenrs 

on or i n  hackney-carriages, palanquins or rickshaws : and 

( 1 1 )  prescribing particulars to be entered in the registers and 
licenses under this Act. 

(21 Bye-laws made under this section shall be published in such 
manner as the '[State Governmenl] may direct. 

72. Whoever infringes any bye-law made under this Act shall be Pcnal~y for 
inlrinpc- 1 iable to a fine not exceeding twenty rupees, and, in default of pay men1 ,,,, 

of fine. lo simple imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten days, byc-laws. 

Proseculions 

73. A summons against a driver of a hackney-carriage registered Effect of 
subsrirurcd under this Act for any offence againsr this Act may be served either on ,,,,,, 

the person accused, or on the owner of the carriage, or on [he owner summons. 

of the horse used therewith, and the service on the owner shall be as 
effectual as if it had been made on the driver personally. 

74. If, in any prosecu~ion under this Act, the person charged does Ex parre 

not appear us direc~ed by [he summons, the Magistra~e may. upon zizi) 
proof of service, and if no sufficient cause be shown for the non- chargcs. 

appearance, proceed to hear and determine the case in his absence. 

75. ( I )  No person shall be liable to prosecution for any offence LinbliCy 10 
finc whcn under h is  ACL, unless the complaint respecting such offence be made 

within one monlh from the commission of such offence. 
(2) For the purposes of this section every omission punishable 

under this Act shall be deemed to be a continuing offence so long as 
the omission continues. - 

76. ( 1 )  If, through any act, neglect or default on account whereof Damage to 
propcny to any person is fined under [his Act, any damage to any property has paid lor, 

been committed by such person, he-shall be liable LO make good such 
damage to the owner of such property as well as lo pay such fine. 

(2) The amount of such damage shall be determined by the 
Magis~rate by whom such person has been fined ; and in default of 
payment of the amount of such damage on demand, the same may be 
levied in I he same manner as a fine. 

'See root-note 3 on pagc 537. nnrc. 
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CHAPTER XI 
Miscellaneous. 

77. (1) I f  any propcrry is left by any person in a hackncy-carriage, 
palanquin or rickshaw, the driver or bcarer hereor, as the case may be, 
shall, within lwcnry-four hours, carry such properly, iC no1 sooner 
claimed by the owner hereof, 10 hcnearesr police-slalion, and shall 
therc dcposit il will] tile officer-inchargc. 

(2)The said ofricer shall forUlw ~ U I  c ~ ~ l e r  in a book Lo be kept for that 
purpose- 

(0) rhe description of such properly : 

b )  ~ l i c  name and address oilhe drivcr or bearer who brings il : 

(c) rl~e day and hour whcn it is brought : 

(dl 111c namc and address ofthe owner of the hachcy-carriage, 
palanquin or ricksl~aw in which the properly has been left 
and rhc regislered number of such carriage, palanquin or 
rickshaw : 

and shall grant a rcceipt for h e  same. 

I3)The said officer shall also scud acopy olevery such entry LO the 
Regislcring Officer. 

78. Any driver or heiucr who rails lo deposit any properly left in 
a hackncy-carriage, palanquin or rickshaw wihin the time presvibed 
in seclion 77, sub-scclion (I), shall be liable to a fine no\ exceeding 
fi'iry rupees, aid. in deraultolpayn~enloffinc, tosimplc imprisonmcnt 
for a period no[ exceeditlgrnuneen days. 

79. The properly entered under section 77; sub-section [Z), shall 
be rerurncd to Ihc pmon  who proves lo the salisl'aclion of rhe 
Commissioner of Police or such oher  policc officcr, not below the 
rank of Inspector, as lie Irlay appoint in lhis behalf, h a t  h e  same 
belonged tu him, on paymcnLol all costs incurred. rogerher with such 
reasonable sum to the person who brough~ the same as rhc Conmlis- 
sioncr or such olhcr olficcr may determine : 

Provided that, if wilhin six mond~s horn h e  dalc of such dcposit no 
person satislics lhe Con~missioner or such orher police ollicer chat he 
is the owner of Lhc propcriy, rhe Commissioner may cause h e  properly 
to bc sold, or otherwise disposed or: and the proceeds, af~er deducling 
th~rerrorn thc cxpcnses, rogellier with a resoilable sum io h e  driver or 
bcarcr shall be crediled and applied in h e  same manner as fees and 
1-mes reaIizcd undcr this Acl. 
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80. ( 1 )  Every owner of a hackney-carriage or palanquin or the 
driver or bearer thereof, not providing for disinfection of [he caniage 
or palanquin, at a placr: appoinred by the Registering Officer, imme- 
dialcly aiter it has, with his knowledge, conveyedany person suffering 
from any dangerous infectious disorder, or after it has been used for 
conveyinga corpse, and which Fact had been previously notified by the 
hirer to the owner, driver or bearer shall. for every such offence, be 
liable In a fine not exceeding fifty rupees, and, in defaulr of payment 
of fine. to simple imprisonment for a period not exceedins fourteen 
days : 

Provided [hat no such owner, driver or bearer shall be required to 
convey any person so suffering or any corpse until he has been first 
paid a sum sufficienr to defray the loss and expenses incurred thereby, 
such sum not to exceed ten rupees in thecaseof a hackney-carriage and 
five rupees in the case of a palanquin. 

81. If a police-olficer has cause to arrest a driver of a hackney- 
carriage ora bearer of a palanquin for any offence under this Act orany 
o~her bailable offence, or to seize a hackney-carri age or palanquin or 
a horse employed i n  drawing such carriage for a breach of any of the 
provisions of this Act or o f  any bye-law made thereunder, when such 
carriage or palanquin is being used for the  conveyance of a passenger, 
such a police ofticer shall, if so required by the passerlger, permit the 
carriage or palanquin to proceed to the place to which the passenger 
desires to gracred, and shall thereafter complete the arrest. 

82. [Fees a,~dJtillelr- how to be decrlt witll. 1- Ott~ilred by para. 3 
arld Sclt. I V  to r l~e  Go~vrtrn~ent of 111dia (Arluplariot~ of 111dinrt LAWS) 
Order, 1937. 

83. No suit shall be maintainable against the Commissioner of 
Police or any municipal aurhority. officer or servant or any police- 
officer or any person acling under [he direction of thc Commissioner 
of Police or of any municipal authority, officer or servant or of a 
Magistrare, or of any person appointed under section 84, sub-section 
( I )  of this Act, in respect of  anything lawfully and in good fairh and 
with due care and attention done under this Act or any bye-law made 
thereunder. 

84.11) Whenever this Act is exrended to any other [own or local 
area outside Calcut~a under clause (ti) of section 2, [he '[State Govern- 
ment] may, by notitication, appoint persons, or local aurhorities. to 
exercise and perform in such town or area the same powers and du~ies 
as are conferred or imposed by rh  i s  Act on [he Corporation of Calcurta 
and the Commissioner of Police, respectively. 

'See loot-now 3 on pagc 537. RIIIC. 
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(2) In  each town or local area to which this Acl may beex~cnded. i -  --.: 

for (he word "Calcutta" in sections 5.32,60. '[and 611, ' * * shill1 be ! - 

read [he name of such town or area. ' * * * * . 
85. ( I )  Notwithstanding anything contained in this Acl, a hack- 

ney-carriage registered under this Acl in any town or local area outside 
Calcutta may ply for hire in any place outside Calcutta within a radius 
of six miles from such town or local area. 

(2) All the provisions of this Act shall be applicable to the case of 
a hackney-carriage plying within such radius so far as the same may 
be applicablc in  each case. 

'Thcse word and figurc~weresubstirurcd Tor rhe figures and word "61 and 82" by 
para.3 or. and Sch. I V  lo. the Governmcntof India(Adaptntionof IndianL3ws) Ordcr. 
1937. 

q h c  word and figure "sub-scc~ion (21" wcrc rcpcalcd by s.3 and thc Second 5th. 
of !he Bcngal R e p t i n g  and Amending Act, 1938 (Ben.Act I of 1939). 

?hc words "nnd Tor thc words 'Calcurra Municipal Fund' in scc~ion 82. sub- 
section (I). shall be rcad lhc fund OF thc local authority for such town or area" were 
omilrcd by para. 3 of. and Sch. 1V ro. thc Government of India ( Adaplelionoi Indian 
Laws) Order. 1937. 




