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(Adaptation o f  Indian 
Laws) Order, 1937. 

The Indian Independence 
(Adaptation of Bengal 
and PunjabActs)Order, 
1948. 

The Adaptation of Laws Or- 
- der, 1950. 

AII Acr ru develop sev-govertlmerlr it1 the rural areas of Bengal. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to develop the system of self-government 
in the rural areas of Bengal ; 

'This Acl should be read with seclion 4 and Sch. 1 of rhc Wcst Bengal Par~ulrnyar 
Act, 1957 (Wcsl Bcn. Act I of 1957). 

In  terms of thc provisions or sub-scction (3) OF scction 3 read with Schcdult Ill 
of thc West Bcngal Tnnsrened Tcrrirorics (Assimilation of Laws) Acr, 1958 ( Wcst 
Bcn.Ac~X[Xof  1958). this Act shall nolcxrcnd~o, or corncinro rorce in.thcrenitoricr 
lransfcrred horn the Statc ol'Bihar lo thc Starcof West Bcngal by s. 3 ofthc Bihnr and 
West Bcngal (Transfer oiTerritorics) ACI. 1956 XL OF 1956). 

'For Srarcmcnt of Objects and Rcasons. see ~ h c  Colutrrra Gnzelle of 13 18, PI. IV, 
pagcs 1 17 and 1 18, and For Proceedings in  Council. see if id, Pr. IV-A. pages 665-672 
and I I RE- 1 133. and scclhc Cnlurrttn G~lzcrre or 19 19.R. IV-A. pages 30-34.127- 146. 
3 15-3 16 and 688-91 2. 



The Berr~(~1  Village Scl/-Goucnt~t~er Acr. 1919. 

[Bcn. Act V . 

(Pnr-r I.-Cfraytcr- l.-P1~clit1ritrnty.4ecrio11 I . )  

AND WI~EREAS !he sanction of the Governor General has been 5 & 6Geo. , 
obtained under :ection 79, sub-section (2) and sub-section (3) of the V, c ,  6 'm ; , .. , 

Government of India Act, I9 15, to Ihe passing of this Act. 
It is hereby enacted as follows :- 

PART I 
CHAPTER I 
Preliminary. 

short ~i i lc .  1. (I)  This Act may be called the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
local cxlcnr 
and men( Act, 19 19. 
commcncc- (2) It exrends lo Ihc whole of ' [Wes l  Bengnl]. excepL the Lown of 
menl. Ciilcuua and any area which has been or may hereafter be constitutcd 

a municipality, under the provisions of [he Bengnl Municipal Act, Ben. Act 

11 9321'. xv or 
l(132. 

(3) It  shall come inlo Force in such disrricts or such parts of 
districts and on such date as the ' [Srue Government] may, by 
nolification, direct, and the'[S~a~e Government] may, by nolificalion, 
wilhdraw this Act from any district or part of a disrrict. 

Explntr~~tiorr.-Thewords "the townofCaIcutta"rnean'[subject to 1 
the inclusion of any local area under section 5431 of the Calcutta Bcn. Acr 111 i 
Municipal ACI. 1923', and subject to the proLisions of section 147 of Of I"'- ! 

the Calcutta Improvement Act, 19 1 I, the area described in schcdule I Ben. Act V I 
to the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923" o f  191 1. 1 

t 
Provided that this Act shall not cnrne inlo force in any canton- 

ment"* * * *. 
'Thc words "Wesi Bcngnl" wcrc suhsrirurcd lor the word "Rcngal" by paragraph 

(2 )  oTAnicle 3 ol thc Indian lndcpcndcncc (Adaplalion ol Bcngal and Punjab Acis) - ! 
Order. 1943. 

' ~ h c  figures "1932" wcrc subs~iruted Tur the ligurcs "IBBJ" by s. 2 and [he Firsr 
Sch. af thc Bcngal Rcpcaling and Amcnding Act, 1938 (Hcn, Act I of 1939). 

'The words "Provincial Govcrnrncn~" wcrc originally subs~i~u~cd Tor ihc words 
"Local Govcmmcnt" by paragraph 4 ( 1 )  or ihc Govrrnmenr or India (Adap~nrion of 
Indian Llws) Ordcr, 1937, and ilicrcairer the word "Starc" was subsrirurcd lor the 
word "Provincinl" by paragraph 411) o f  rhc Adapiarion of Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

'Tllcsc words and figurcs wcrc subs!icutcd lor the words and hgurcs "subjccl lo 
lhc C K C ~ U S ~ U ~  or incIusion of any local arcu by nolilic;~rion undcr scclion 637" by s.2 
of, and ltiz Firs1 Schedule lo, 111c Bcngal Rcpealing and Amending ACI. 1938 (Ben. Acl 
I nf 1939). This rcfcrcncc should now be consirucd as a rclcrcncc to scclion 592 o t  
lhc Calcuita Municipal Act. 195 1 ( Wcst Ben. Act XXXI I I  or 195 I ) .  

The  figures " 1923" wcrc subsiiiuicd for ihc fipurcs " 1899" hy s. 2 and rhc Firsr 
Sch. ul' tlrc Bcngnl Rcpcaling'and Arncnding Act. 1938 (Bcn. Act I or  1939). The 
Calcuiia Municipal Act, 1923 (Rcn. Aci Ill of 1923). was rcpcalcd and rc-cnac~cd by 
rhc Calcurra Municipal Aci. 195 1 ({Vcsr ncn. Aci XXXI I I  or 195 I )  which was again 
repcalcd and re-en~cicd by ihc Calcuua Municipal Corporation Acr. 1980 (Wcst Bcn, 
Acl LIX of 1980) and this rdcrcncchhuuld now bcconsirucd asa rclcrzncc iurhe laiicr 
ACI. 

The words " w i i l ~ o u ~  1111: sinc~iun uf ihc Govcnor Gcncral in Council previously 
oblaincd" in ihc proviso 10 scc~ion I wcrc ornirwd by para. 3 or. and Schcdulc IV ro. 
rhc Govcrnrncnr or India IAdapla~ion of  lodi;~n Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 



2. ( 1 )  When any local arca is declared to be a union under section 
:. 5, the enactments spccit'icd in Schedule I shall, from the dale of 

election or appointment ot' ~hc first president ofthe union board of that 
union, be repealed or amended to the extent and in the manner 
mentioned in the rourlh column thereof: 

Provided that until a new asscssmenl i s  made under this Act, any 
assessment, rate or tax which was in  force in  such area under the 

Hcn. ~ c t  III provisions of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, in so far 
1885, as they relate l o  union committees, and of the Village Chaukidari Acl, Bcn. Act V I  

OF 1870. 1870, shall continue to be in force and all sums due on account of such 
rate or tax shall be realized under the provisions of this Act, and shall 
becredited 10 the union fund, nnd may beexpended by the union board 
by which they are realized. 

(2) When, in consequence oft he repeal of I he enactments referred 
to in sub-section (I), any pa~iclruynr or union committee ceases to 
exist, all the properties, funds and ducs which are vested in such 
pnr~clraynr or union committee shall be vested in such union board or 
boards, and in accordance with such nllocation, as may be determined 
by the District Magismate, whose orders thercon shall be final. 

3. When the provisions of  this Act are withdrawn from any districl 
or part of a dislrict under section I ,  sub-section (31, the enactments 
specified in Schedule 1 shall be deemed to be revived i n  such districr 
or part to theexten1 to wllich hey  weremoditied by that schedule, from 
the dare of [he publication OF [he notitica~ion of withdrawal : 

Provided that all assessments for the imposition of rates under 
section 37 shall continue to be in force until a new assessment is made 
in accordance with [he provisions ofthe ViIlageChaukidari Act. 1870, 
and all properties, funds and other dues vested in any union board 
within such district or part of a district shall be vested in such local 
aulhori~ies, panchayats or persons and in such manner as may be 
determined by [he Dislric~ Magistrare, whose orders thereon shall be 
final. 

4. In !his Act, unless there is anything repilgnant in the subject or 
con text,- 

(I) "building" includes a hut  and shed ; 

(2) "circle officer" means any person who may be appointed 
by the '[Sate Governmenr] to exercise the powers and 
perform the dulies of a circle officer under this Act ; 

Rcpcal and , . 

i : ' -  amcndmenr 
of ccrcain . , 

cnaclmcnls; 
saving of 
ccrrain 
provisions. 

Effcc~ on 
certain 
cnnctmcnrs 
when Act is 
withdrawn. 

I 

'See fool-note 3 on page 576. nrrrc. 



Tlte Beltgo1 Village Self-Goverrinienr Acr, 1919. 

[Ben. AcL V ! 

(Part 1.-Clzapter I.-Prelitnirrary. --Secrion 4. ) 

(3) "dafadar" means a head chaukidar ; I: . -. 

(4) "district board means a district board established under 
. . 

the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 ; Bcn. Act of 
I11 of 1885. 

(5) "District Magistrate" includesan Additional District Mag- 
istrate ; 

(6) "local board" means a local board eslablished under the 
Bengal Local Self-Govemmenr Act OF 1885, as amended 
by this Acl; 

(7) "notification" means a notification published in the '[OfJi- 
cia1 Gazene] ; 

(8)  "road" means any road, street or passage, whether a thor- 
oughfare or nor, over which the public have a right of way; 

(9) " Subdivisional Magistratet'means any Magistrate in charge 
of a subdivision of a district '[and includes an Additional 
Subdivisional Magistrate] ; 

'(9a) "tout" means a person who habitually frequents the pre- 
cincls of a union bench or union court except- 

(a) for [he purpose of his own case, suit or proceedings 
before such bench or court, or 

( b  as an agenr of a party authorised to appear under section 
97 ; 

(10) "year" means a year beginning on the firsr day of April or 
on such other date as may hereafier be fixed for any union 
board by the '[State Government] by notification ; and 

( 1  1 )  the expressions "non-bailable offence," "cognizable of- 
fence,'' "complaint," "offence," "officer in charge of a 
police-stat ion" and "police-starion: have the same mean- 
ing as in section 4 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 1898, ;&! 
and the expressions "decree," "legal represenlative" and 
"movable property," have the same meaning as in section 
2 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908. Act V of 

L908. 

'Thc wards "Oficiol Gazerre" were subsriru~cd Tor the words " C a l c ~ ~ f f a  Goielle " 
by paragraph 4(1)  of lhc Government or India (Adaplalion or Indian Lnws) Order. 
1937. 

'Thcse words wcrc added by s. 2 o l  the Bengal Village Sclf-Govcrnmcnr 
(Arncndmcnl) Act, 1935 (8en. Aci VII I  of  1935). 

'Clausc (90) was insencd by s. 13 orthc Rcngal Tou~s Acr, 1942 (Ben. Act V or 
1942). 



Tl~e  Ber~gfll Village Self-Gover~unet~r Acr. 1919. 

CHAPTER II 
Union Boards. 

5. When this Act has come into force in any dislrict or part of a Power of 
Slate district, the '[State Government] may, after consider;~tion of the views Govcm- 

of the district board and the local boards, '[if any]. by notification, men! lo 
dcclarc divide [hat district or part into as many local areas as may l o  '[it] seem ,,,,, 

expedient, and may, by notification, declare every such tacal area to lo be 

be a union for the purposes of this Act. unions. 

6. ( 1 )  The '[State Government] shall, by notification, establish a Eslablish- 
men[ and 

union board for every union cons~i~uted under section 5, and shall fix ,,,,,ilurion 
the number of members of each union board : of union 

board. 
provided that the number of members oFa union board shall not be 

less than six or more than nine. I 

(2) The members shall be elected within such time and i n  such 
manner as may be prescribed by rules under section 101. 

' ( 4 )  I f  on the date Fixed for the eleclion, [he electors of any union 
board fail to elect any member or members [he vacancy or vacancies 
shall be filled by another election. If for any reason no member or 
members are elected at such second elextion, [he vacancy or vacancies 
shall be Filled by appointment by the Disrrict Magistrate ; and any 
person so appointed shall be deemed to be a duly elected member : 

Provided that no person who is not enlitled to be elected as a 
member of the union board under section 7 shall be so appointed. 

7.  ( 1  
having a 

) Every " * person of the full age uf twenty-one years and 
place of residence wi~hin  the union,- vo~ers and 

members of 
union 
board. 

'Sre foot-noic 3 on pagc 57Ga atrfc. 

'Thc words "if any" wcrc inscrtcd by s. I I olthc Bcngnl Lmal Sell-Govcrnmcn~ 
(Amcndmcnt) ACI. 1936 (Bcn. AcL XIV of  1936). 

'This word was subslitutcd Tor thc word "ihcm" by paragraph 5(2) of the 
Govcromcnt uf India (Adapln~ion of Indian Laws) Order. 1937. 

'Sub-scclion (JI  including the proviso was omi~ted by s. 2 (o) o i  thc Bcngal 
Villagc SclT-Govcrnmcnt (Wes~  Bengal Amendment) Act, 1947 (Wcsr Bcn. Act X of 
1947). 

-"This sub-seclion was subslilu~cd For rhc original sub-scction. by s. 2(b), ibid. 

Thc word ' 'malc" was omittcd by s. 2 nf thc Bcnpal Villagc SclCGovcrnmcnr 
(Wcsl Bcngal AmcndrnenO Acl, I950 (West Ben. Act X X V I  of 1950). 



Tlre Betrgal Villuge Self-Goven~rtrerlt Acr, 1919. 

[Ben. Act V 

(Purr 1.-Clloyter I l . - U t ~ i w ~  Bonrds.4ccri011 7.) 

( i )  who. during the year immediately preceding the election, 
has paid a sum of not less than '[eighr a m ~ a s l  as cess under 
the Cess Acl, 1880, in respect of lands situated wholly or i n  Bcn, ACI I X  
part in such union, or of 18EO. 

( i i )  who, during theyear immediately preceding such elec~ion, 
has been assessed at and paid a sum of not less than '[six 
orinas] for the purposesof the union rate payable under this 
Act, or in the case of a first election under this ACL, as 
chaukidari-tax, or 

(iii) who isa memberofa joint undivided family, which, during 
theyear immediately preceding   he election, haspaid asum 
of nor less than '[eighr r~rams] as such cess '[or rhan six 
rrrrrras as such] rare or lax, or' 

'(iv) who is a graduate or licentiate of any universiry or has 
passed the matricularion examination of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity or acorresponding standard orthe sameor any other 
university "or the school final exnminarion of the Board of 
Secondary Education, West Bengal, or of any other such 
Board or the annual examination of Class X of a school 
recognised by the Board of Secondary Education, Wesr 
Bengal, or of any other such Board]. or rhe high school 
examinalion of  he board of intermediale and secondary 
education, Dacca, or thesenior or junior madrash examina- 
tions under theold or the reformed scheme, or the Sanskrit 
title e~an~inzltion of the Calculta Sanskrit Association, or 
the middle English or the middle vernacular examina~ions 
' [or  the annual examination of Class VI of a school 
recognised by the Board of Secondary Education, West 
Bengal] or is a registered medical prackitioner under the 

'The words "cightntltlos" wcrc subsrirurcd for thc words "nnc rupcc" by s. 3(1 )  
or thc Bengal Villagc Sclf-Govcrnmcn~ (Aincndmcni) Act. 1935 (Bcn. Acl VII l  of 
1935). . 

q h c  words ''six orrrr~rs" wcrc subsiiru~ed for thc words "one rupec" by s. 312). 
ib id. 

'Thc words "eight at~nas" were suhslilurcd for thc words "onc rupcc" by 5. 

3(3)(n), ibid. 
'Thcsc words were inseried by s. 3(31(6), i 6 i d  
. rhc  word "or" ar rhc cnd or sub-clausc (iii) OF scc~ion 7 ( 1 )  and this sub-clausc 

( i v )  wcrc inserlcd by s. 3(4). ibirl. 

hThcsc words wcrc inscncd by s. 2(1)  or thc Bcngal Villagc Sclf-Govcrnmcnt 
(Arncndmcn~) Act, 1960 (WesL Bcn. Acr XI1 or 1960). 

' ~ h e s e  wurds wcrc inscrrcd by s. 2(2). ibirl. 



The Bettgrrl Viiiage Self-Goverrr~~renr Acr, 1919. 

(Port I.-Clioptel- Il.-U~riot~ Bonrds..--Seclio~r 7 . )  

Ben. ACI V1 
of 1914. 

Rengal Medical Act, 1914, orholdsa certificateaut horisiog 
him lo practise as a pleader or as a t~lrrkrear or as a revenue 
agent, 

shall be entitled lo vote at an elecr ion of members of the union board : 

Provided [ha[ only one member oFa joint undivided family quali- 
fied under clause ( i i i )  and nominated by the other qualified members 
of [hat family shall beentitled to voteon iw behalf at any such elec[ion. 

(2) Every person who i s  entitled to vote at an elect ion of members 
of the union board and is resident within the union, shall be enlitled to 
be a member of the union board if du ly elec~ed thereto. 

' E x ~ ~ u I ~ ~ ~ ~ o I I . - - A  person shall bedeemed to be "resident" wirhin 
aunion within themeaning orsub-section (2) ifhe has within thelimits 
of such union a place of residence which he visits from lime to time or 
in which he ordinarily resides For nor less than three months a year. No 
person may be so resident within [he limits of  more than one union at 
the same time. 

Rcn. Act Ill 
of 1885. '(3) When a local board is abolished under section 36A of the 

Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, sub-section ( I )  shall, in  
its applica~ion to the area which was under the authori~y of the local 
board at the rime of i ts abolilion, be subject lo the following modifi- 
cations, narnely :- 

( i )  in clause ( i )  for the words ''the year immediately preceding 
the election" the words "such period of lwelve months as 
may be prescribed by rules under section 101" shall be 
substituted ; 

(ii) in clauses ( i i )  and (iii) for the words '[''the year irnmedi- 
ately preceding such election" and the words "the year 
immediately preceding lheelection" respectively 1 the words 
"[he period aforesaid" shall be subslituted ; and 

(iii) after the words "election of members of the union board" 
the words "if h is  name is included in the elec~oral roI1" 
shall be inserted. 

- 

'This Explu~~nt io~ i  was subslilulcd ror thc original Erplnnnriar~ by s. 3(5) of rhc 
Bcngal Villagc SclCGovcrnmrn~ (Amcndmcni) Act. 1935 (Bcn. ACI V l l l  of 1935). 

'Sub-sccrion (3) or scction 7 was inscned by s. 12 of the Bcngal Local sclT- 
Govcrnmenr (Amcndmcn!) Act, 1936 (Bcn. Act XIV of 19361, and is in rorcc in arcas 
in wlrich seciion 12 of thc said Act i s  in force. 

.'Thcsc wurdswcrcsubsti~ulcd iorthz words "lllc yearimmcdiarely precedingthc 
zlcclion" by s. 2 or, and thc First Schcdulc lo, Ihe Bcngal Repealing and Amcnding 
Acl. 1938 (Bcn. ACI 1 01 1939.) 
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Tire B e r ~ g f ~ l  Villnge Self-Gov~~-~l~,renr Acr, 1919. 

[Ben. Act V 

(Pnrr 1.-Clrop~cr 11.-U~~iorr Bon~-lis.-Se~~~io~rs 8, 9, YA, 10 arid IOA.) 

8.1 I) Every union board shall be presided over by a president, who 
shall be elected by the members of the union board from among [heir 
own number. 

(2) If any union board fails to elect a president within the period 
prescribed by rules under sec~ion I0  I ,  the district board shall appoint 
a mcrnber O F  the bnard to be rhe president. 

9. Every union board may elea one of irs members to be (he vice- 
presidcnr nF the board. 

'9A. A union board niay grant leave of' absence to its president or 
vice-presiden~ for any period not exceeding three months in any one 
year and may eIcct one O F  i ts members 10 act as president or vice- 
president during such absence. 

10. Nolwithstanding anything contained in (his Act, no person 
who is not '[a citizen af India] shal I be qualified to vote at an elec~ion 
of, or lo be a candidate for election as a member of, a union board, nor 
shall such pcrson be [appninted]' to be a mernber of such board : 

Provided that thc "[State Government] may, by notifica~ion, ex- 
empt from the provisions of this sccrion any person or class of persons 
who are no1 5[cirizens of India]. 

"OA. A person shall not be el ig ible  for election or appoin~menl as 
ib member of a union bnard if such person- 

(a) i s  an officer or servant of the union board. or I ! 
(6) lras been ordered to execule a b ~ n d  in pursuance of pro- 

ceedings under section 1 10 of the code of ~ r i  mind price- ACL V or 

dure, 1 898, or has been convicled by ncriminal cuurt ofany 1 898. 

olt'ence which in  he opinion OF ~ h c  '[State Government] 

'Scc~ion 9A was inscncd by s. 2 of rhc Bcngill Village Scll-Govcmmcnt 
(Arncndmeni) Acr. 193 1 (Bcn. Acl V of 193 1). 

' ~ h c  words "an Acccding Siarc" werc originally subsrirutcd for the words "any 
Srarc in  Indin" by parayraph ( 1 )  or Anictc 3 or, and thc Schcdule 10. thc Indian 
Indcpcndc~rcc (Adaplatiun o l  Hcngal and Punjnb Acts) Ordrr. 1948, and ihcreaflcr 
thcsc word< within squarc hravkcls were subsrirurcd Cor ~ h r :  words ' 'a Br i t~sh subjccl 
nr a subjcci of an Acccding Sta~c" by paragraph 3 or. and thc Elcvenill Sclicdulc to, 
lhc Adapra~ion or Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

"rhc word "appoin~cd" wassubsrirutedfor thc word "nominarcd" by  s. 4 o f  thc 
Bcngal Villagc Sclf-Covcrnmcnt (An~cndrncnl) Aci. 1935 (Rcn. Aci Vll l  o f  1935). 

'See Coot-notc 3 on page 576. r r t r r ~ ,  

? l~c  words ' 'an Acceding Sutc" wcrc uriginally subsrilured lor Ihc words "any 
Statc in India" by paragraph (I) of Arriclc 3 of, and ~ h c  Schcdulc ID. ihc Indian 
InJvpcndcncc (Adaplalion o l  Bcngnl and Punjab Acis) Ordcr. 1948. And ~l~crcarter 
lhcse words w i l l ~ i n  squarc brackeis wcrc ~ubsritured Tor titc words "Britisll subjcc~s 
or suhjccis or an Acccding Siaic" by p~ragraph 3 of, and ~ h c  Elcvcnth Schcdulc to, 
[he Adnprncion ol' Laws Ordcr. 1350. 

"Scc~ion IOA was inscnccl by a. 5 of thc Beogal Villagc Sell-Govcmrncnt 
(Arncndrncnl) ACI. 1935 (Bcn. Acl VIII of 1935). 



Tf~e Bengnl Village SPY-Gover~~~nlenr Acr, 1919. 

involves moral iurpirude and which carries with i t  a sen- 
tence of transporrarion or imprisonment for a period of 
more than six months, unless rhe offence for which he  was 
convicted has been pardoned or five years have expired 
horn thedate of iheexpiralion nf the period specified in the 
bond, or of  the sentence, as ihe case may be : 

Provided that. on application made by a person disqualitied under 
clause (b), the 'IS!atc Government] may rcmove the disqualification 
by an order made in this behalf. 

. . 

11. Theterm of office of amember of a union board shall be2[four Tcrm of 
O F ~ ~ C C  or years] From the date on which the District Magistrate shall declare the 
members, 

board to be duly constitured, but shall include any period which may 
elapse between the expira~ion OF rhe said '[four years] nnd the dale of 
the f rst meeling, at which a quorum is presenr, of (he newly elected 
I* * * membcrs afier the next general election for the union board : 

"Provided that the tenure of office of  the former president of the 
union board shall continueuntil a new president iselecledor appoinred 
under section 8. i 

12. ( 1 )  The diarict board may remove any member of a union Pnwcr to 

board from his ofice- rtmovc 
~ncmbrts. 

(a) who is convicted of any non-bailable offence ; or I 
I 

(b) who refuses to act, or becomes incapable of acting, or is 
declared rn be insolvent ; or 

(c)  who has been declared by notification to bedisqualified fur 
employment in the public service ; or 

(d)  whn, withou~ an excuse sufficienr in the opinion of the 
district board, absents himself from six consecurive meet- 
ings of the union board ; or 

(el  who has been guilty of misconduc~ in  the discharge of his 
duries, or of any disgracel'ul conduct, if rwo-thirds of ihe 
total number of the members of the union board at a 
meeting recommend his removal. 

'See [bol-noic 3 on pagc 576, R I I I C .  

' ~ l ~ c ~ c  words wrrc suhsii~uicd for rhe words "three ycars" by s. 6(1) of the 
Hcngal Villi~gc ScII-Govcromenr (Arncndmcnt) Acl. 1935 (Hco. Acr Vlll  of 1935). 

'Thc words "and appoinlcd" wcrc ornii~cd by s. 3 or ihc Bcngal Villagc Sclr- 
Gowrnmcnr (Wcst Bcngal Arncndrnenr) ACI. 1917 (Wcsi Ben. Acr X or 1917). 

 h his proviso was addell hy s. 6(2)  or lhc Bcogal Villagc Sclf-Guvernmcni 
(A~nendmcni)  Act, 193.5 (Bcn.  Acl  VII[ of 1'135). 
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(2) No person who has been removed from his office under clause 
( (1 )  or clause (c) of sub-section (1) shall be eligible for re-elecrion or 
re-appointment '[for   he purpose of sub-section (4) of section 61. 

13. When [he place of '[a member1 of a union board becomes 
vacanl by his removal, resignation or death, a new member shall be 
elected " * * in [he manner prescribed by rules under section 1 0 1, and 
shall hold ufficcso long as rhernemberwhoseplace he fills would havc 
been enri [led to hold oftice i f  such vacancy had not occurred : 

Provided thar no acl of the union board, or of ils officers, shall be 
deemed to be invalid by reason only that the number of members of  he 
board at the time of [he performance of such act was less than the 
prescribed nurnbcr. 

14. The terrrl of office of a president or vice-president of  a union 
board shall be the residue of his term of officc as a member of the union 
board. 

15. (1) A presiden~ o f a  union board may resign during his term of 
office by notifying in  writing his intention lo do so LO the chairman of 
rhe dislrict board and to the union hoard ; and on such resignation being 
accep~ed by the chairman, shall be deemed to have vacated his office. 

(2) A vice-president or a member of a union board may resign 
during his term ofoftjce by norifying in writing his inlention LO do so 
to the union board, and on such resignarion being accepted by the 
union board, shall bc deemed to have vacated his office. 

16. ( 1 )  The district board may remove a president of a union board 
from his office- 

(i) if he is convicted of any non-bailable offence ; or 
( i i )  i f  he refuses to act, or becomes incapable of acting, or i s  

declared insolvent ; or 
(iii) if he is guilty of misconduct or persistent negligence in the 

dischargeofhis duties as president of the union board or of 
any disgraceful conduct, and two-thirds of rhe total number 
of  the members of the union board at a meeting recommend 
his remuval. 

(2) Aunion board may, on therecommenda~ion oftwo-thirdsof the 
ro~al number of [he members of the boardat a mecring, remove its vice- 
nresident from his officc- 

'Thcle words. figures arid bmckcrs w e f t  addcd by s. 4 of ~ h c  Bcngal Villngc SclC 
Govcrnrncnl (Wcsi Hcngal Amcnd~ncnt) Acl. 1947 (West Bcn. Acl X OF 1947), 

'Tl~csc words werc suhs~iluied lor ~ h c  rvorllj "an clcclcd orappoinlcd mcmbcr" 
by s. 5(r1), ibitl. 

'The words '-or appoinlcd" t v c u  omi~rcd by s. S ( l J ,  ibid. 
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(a) the existence of any vacancy in, or any defect in the 
constirution of, the union baard, or 

(b)  any defect or irregularity nor aFfecling the merits of the 
case. 

18. Every union board shall be il bvdy corporate by [he name of 
"the union board of (name of uniun)," and shnll have perpetual 
succession and a common seal, and shall by the said name sue and be 
sued, with power to acquire or hold property, both movable and 
immovable, and, subject to any rules made under section 101, 10 
~ransfer any such property held by [he board and to contract and do all 
other things necessary for the purposes of this Act. 

19. Every road. building or other work constructed by a union 
board from the union fund shall be vesled in the union board by which 
it has been constructed. 

CHAPTER 111 

Dafadars and Chaukidars. 

20. ( I )  The union board shnll, when a vacancy exists. nominale a 
person to be a dafadar or a chaukidar under this Act, and the '[State 
Govemmenr] shall, i f  salistied with such nomination, appoint such 
nominee : 

Provided that, i f  the union board fails w i t h i n  a reasonable time to 
nominate a person to be a dafadar or a chaukidar, or, i f  the '[State 
Governmenr] i s  not salisfied with such nomination, the ' [ S t a t e  
Govemment]shall appoint any person, whom 'lit] thinks t i t ,  to be n 
dat'adar or a chaukidar. 

(2)The Dislrict Magistrate, or theunion board wilh the sanction of 
the District Magistrate, may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar. 

21. (1) The number ufdafadars and chaukidars to be employed in 
a union,  he salary 10 be paid to them and the nature and cosl of their 
equipment shall be d e l e m i n e d  from lime to time by the District 
Magistrate at'tcr consideration of  the  vicws o t' the union board. 

(2)Thc salaries and rhecosr ofcquipment of dnfadars and chaukidars 
shall be paid by the union board. and the dafiidars and chaukidars shall 

[The words "Provincial Guvcrnmcn~" wcrcoriginalty subsiituied lor rhe rvurds 
"Disiricr Magis~ratc" by para. 3 and Sch. I Y  of ~ l l c  Government uC India (Adapiation 
or Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937, and ~hcrcalicr rlic word "Srarc" was subs~i\urcd Torthc 
word "Provi~~cial" by par3.4(1) OF ~ h c  Adaplalion uT Laws Ordcr. 1950. 

"l'hc word "ii" rvas subsiiruicd Tor thc word "llc" by pnmgraph 51-71 or 11tr: 
Govcrnmcni u l  India (Adap~ation or lndian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 
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,, receive their salaries and equipment ;i~ such rimes and in such manner 
as may b e  prescribed by rules under section 101. 

Acl V of 
18118. 

22. Any dafadnr or  chaukidar whu is guilry of any wilful miscon- 
duct in his office, or neglect of hisduty, such misconduct or neglect not 
being of so graveacharacter as in theopinion oFrheDistrict Magisirate 
or the union board, as the case may be, require his disnlissal. sllall 
be liable lo be punished by the Dislricc Magistrate with tine not 
exceeding the ainounl of one month's salary or  by [he union board 
wilh linc not exceeding one quancr of a monlh's salary. 

23. ( 1 )  Every chaukidar shall exercise the following powers and 
perform tht  following duties :- 

(i) he shall give immediate information lo the ot'fi'iozr in charge of  
the police-station within the limits of which the union is  si~ualed and 
to the president of the unioin board, of every unnaiural, suspicious or 
sudden death .which inay occur, and of any offence specified in 
schedule I1 which may be committed wilhin [he union. and he shall 
keep the  pnlice and  he president of thc union board informed of  all 
dispures which are I ikel y to lead lo a riot or  scrious affray ; 

(ii) he may, without an order From a Magiswale and without a 
warrant, arrest- 

b) any person who has been concerued in any cognizable 
orfence or against whom a reasonabte complain1 has bee11 
made. or credible information has been received, or a 
I-ellsunable suspicion exisrs of his having bcen s o  
concerned ; 

(h) ally pcrson having in his possession. without 1awf:ul ex- 
cuse, [he burden of proving which excusc sl~nll  lie on such 
person, any implement of house-breaking ; 

(r:) any pcrson who has been proclainled as an offender either 
undcr [he Code of Criminal Procedure, 1893. or by order of 
the '[State Government] ; 

(dl any person in whose possession anylhing is found which 
mily reasonably be suspecred to bc stolcn properly, or who 
map reasonably be suspected of having co~n~ni t ted  an 
ntt'ei-tce with reference to such thing ; 

(€9 any person who obstructs a pnlice-officer while in thc 
cxcculion of  his duly, or whn lins escaped. or attempls to 
escape, from IawVul custody ; 

Pnwcr lo 
l inc 
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and 
vhnukidars 

Purvtrs and 
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(Part I.-Cllrrpfer 111.-DtrJadars atid Clrnrrkidntx-Secrion 23.) 

'Ifl any person reasonably suspected of being a deserter from 
' [ the Indian] Anny, Navy or Air Force ; and 

(g) any releasedcanvictcomrni~tingabreachnFanyrulemade 
under section 565: sub-sectinn (31, ofrhe code of criminal *C1 V Of 

Procedure, 1898 ; 1898. 

(iii) heshall, to the best of his ability. prevent, and hemay interpose 
for the purpose of preventing, thecommission of any offence specified 
in schedule I1 ; 

{ i l l )  he shall assist private persons in making such arrests as they 
may lawfully make, and he shall report such arrests without delay to 
the officer in charge of the afnresaid police-station ; 

(v) he shall observe, and. from time to time, repon to the said officer 
[he nlovernents of all bad characters wilhin [he union ; 

(v i )  he shall report to the said officer [he arrival of suspicious 
characters in the neighbourhood ; 

( v i i )  he shall report in such manner as may be prescribed by the 
District Magislrate the births and dearhs which have occcured within 
the unian ; 

' (vi ia)  he shall give imrnediare informalion to the union board of 
~ h c .  oulbreak of any epidemic disease among men or cattle ; 

(viii) he shall supply any local information which Ihe district 
Magistrate or any polic+oflicer may require ; 

(ix) he shall obey the orders of the union board in regard to keeping 
watch within the union and i n  regard to other matters connected with 
h is  duties as chaukidar ; 

(.r) he shall give immediate information to [he union board of any 
offence under sub-section (4) of section 30 and of any encroachment 
on, orobstruction ro, any ruad or waterway within theunion and ofany 
damage to any properly under the control of [he union board ; 
' 

(xi) he shall assist the person collecling the union rate in making 
such collection ; 

(xiiJ he shall serve such processes upon persons resident within the 
union as may be prescribed by rules under section 101 ; and 

(xiii) heshall cany out such orher duties as may been~rusted to him 
from rime tu lime in accordance with the Act or any mles made 
hereunder. 

- - 

'sub-clausc IT) was subsri~utcd Torrhc nriginal sub-clausc by >. BII )  ofrhc Hcngal 
Villagc Sell-Govcrn~nenr (Amendment) Aci. I935 (Bcn. Ac i  Vl l l  ui 1935). 

:The wards "rhc Indian" wcrc subslilufcd Cor thc words "His Majesty's" by 
pilragrapli 3 oC and rhc Elevcntl~ Schcdulc to, thc Adaplalion of L a w s  Ordcr. 1950. 

'Clause (viiu) was inscrrcd by s. 912) of thc Bcngal Village Sell-Govcrnmcnt 
(Anicndmcnt) Aci. 1935 (Bcn. Aci VI I I  of 1935). 
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(2) Every dafadar shall exercise all the powers conferred on a 
chaukidar under sub-section (I) and shall perform such duties as may 
be itnposed upon him by rules made under section 101. 

24. Whenever a dafadar or chaukidar arrests any person under 
section 33. he shall forthwith take the person so arrested LO [he police- 
station within the limits of which the union is si~uated : 

Provided that, it' the arrest is made ar night. such person shall be so 
taken, as soon as convenienl, on the following morning. 

25. All tines realized from adafadar or chaukidar under section 22 
of [his Act shall be credited to a disuicr chaukidari reward fund, the 
control over which shall rest with the Districr Magistrate. 

CHAPTER IV 
Powers and duties of union boards. 

26. Every union board- 
(I) (n)  shall take such action as is necessary to secure the due 

performance by the dafadars and chaukidars of the union of [he duties 
imposed on them under this Act, and shall excrcise a general control 
over them ; 

(h )  shall provide, as far as possible, for the sanitation and conser- 
vancy o f  the union and for the prevention ofpublic nuisances (herein ; 

tc) shall make special arrangements for the sanitation and conser- 
vancy 01' fairs and rllelns held wi~hin the union ; 

(d) shall have control of all drains and other conservancy works 
wirhin  he union which are nor under the con~rol of any other 
authority ; 

( e )  shall cxecule all works that are necessary for the preservation 
of public health and for improving [he sanitation, conservancy or 
drainage of the union ; 

Ifl shall supply any local information which theDistrict Magistrate 
or the distrct board or local board may require ; and 

(g) shall perform all such other acts as may be necessary to carry 
out the purposes of this ACL ; 

(2) shall perform such functions as may be transferred to it by 
1 of 1871. nutitication under section 3 I of the Ca~tle-trespass Act, 1871 ; 

(3)  i l '  required to do so by the District Magisuate, shall provide for 
the registration of births and deaths within the union under the 

Bcn. ACI IV 
of 1873, provisions of the Bengal Births and Deaths ~e~is t ra t ion Act, 1873 ; 
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(4) shall cause such processes as may be rcccived by the union 
board for service to be duly served by a dafadar or chaukidar in 
accordance with rules undcr scction 10 1 ;'* 

'(rlli) may undertake and carry out any work ncccssary for the 
prevenrion and scientific rrearmcnl of  cattle diseases or Vnr the im- 
provenlent of ~ h l :  breed and henlrh of cattle, and may employ tile staff 
requisite for sucli purposes ;'* 

J(4b) may undertake and carry out measures for the in~pruvement 
and development of cnllage industries and may employ the staff 
requisite ror such purpose : 

"(40) may undenake and carry nu1 measures for [he furtherance of 
public health wirhin the union and may, subject to any rides made 
under section 101, employ the staff requisite for such purpose, and 
may, for such purpose, join with any otherunion board orboards in the 
same district in the manner provided in section 32AA : and 

(5) may underrakc and carry out any other local work of public 
utiliry likely to promote hcalth, comfort or convenience of [he public. 
and noL otherwise provided for in  this Act "and may cmploy the staff 
requisite for such purposes]. 

R C ~ O ~ S  OF '26A. The union board shall i~nmediately on receipt of information 
cpidcmic 
disenscs of the outbreak of any epidemic discase among men or  cattle send 
among mcn simultilneous reports of such information to the district health ofllcer 
or cilrtle. and to rhe local s;initary inspecror of the district board or l o  the local 

veterinary assistant surgeon, as the case may be. 

Powcr of 
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'26B. The union board may, wit11 [he approval ol'the chairman of 
the d is t r ic~ buard and subjcct to any rules rnadc undcr scction 101, 
grant rewards to medical praclirioners or  other persons fnr giving 
prompt inforrna~ion to t h e i ~ n i o n  board oftheoutbreak of any epidemic 
disease z l~non~  lnen or catlie. 

'The word "and" was o~niucd by s. 3(lr)nfilic Hcngal VillagcSelf-Guvcmmcnl 
(Alncl~dmcnt)  Acr. 1931 (Bc11. Act V or 1931). 

'Clause I4r1) was inscrlcd by s. (3)(rr), ;bid. 

'Tlie word "and" rvas umilrcd by s. IO o l  thc Bcnp l  Viltagc Sclf-Gnvcrnmcni 
(Arnendmrnt) Aci, 1935 (Bcn. Acr V l l l  nf 1935.) 

'Claurc~ and (Jc) wcrc inscncd by s. 10, ibirl. 

-Thcsc words wcrc instrlcd by s. 3(h)  of 1111: Beng;11 Villagc Self-Gnvcmrnc111 
(Aincndmcnr) ACI. 1911 (Bcn.  Acr V of' 1'13 1). 

hScclion 26A and ?bH wcrc inscrlcd hy s ,  I I of thc Bengal V i l l a ~ c  SclC- 
Covcrlimcnr (Amcndmcnl) Acl. 1435 (Bm. Acr V l l l  or 1935). 



27. ( 1 )  [I' it appears necessary to improve the sanitary condition of Porrcr or 

the union or any park thereol- union board 
a5 10 

s~nitation, (a) the union board may, or, undcr [he orders of the district board. ,,,,,,- 
shall- vancy and 

drainage. 
( i )  causc huts orprivies ro be removedeither wholly or in par1 : 

(iiJ cause private drains to beconstruc[cd, altered or tenloved ; 

( i i i )  cause public drains tu be construcled, altered or removed ; 

( iv )  cnuse- 

any well, pool, ditch, lank, pit or pond, nr any place 
containing or used for rhe collection of any drainage, filth 
orsiagnanr water, which appears to beinjurious lo heallh or 
offensive to the neighbuurhood or in any other respects a 
nuisance, to be filled up, cleansed or deepened or the water 
to bcdrained offor removed therefrom, or sucholherac~ion 
to be taken therewith as may bc deemed necessary ; 

( v )  Cause any land, which by reason o i  thick vegetation, 
undergrowt'h or jungle appears to be in a state injurious to 
health or  offcnsivc ro [he neighbourhood or l o  form an 
impediment to efticienl venlilalion, to be cleared of such 
vegeta~ion. undergrowth or jungle ; 

( v i )  cause burning ghats an? burial grounds LO be established ; 
and 

(vi i )  cause such other improvements to be made as arc necessary 
lo improve lhcsanilary condition of such union or part ; and 

(h)  rhe union buard may, by wrillcn norice, require, wiihin a 
reasonable period 10 be speci tied [herein,- 

( i )   he owner or occupier of any hut,  or the owncrofany privy 
to removc such hut  or privy either wholly or i n  part ; or 

(ii) the owner or occupier of any building to construct private 
drains [herefor or lo aller or remove privatedrains thereof ; 
or 

( i i i )  the owner or occupier of any land or building to which any 
such well, pool. di~ch, lank, pi[, pond or place as is referred 
to inulause(n) (iv)per~nins,or i f  any such land as is refcrred 
10 in clause ( [ I )  (v), lo do anythiny which the union board is 
itsell'cmpowered to do undcr either of those clauses. 
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( 2 )  If any work required by any such notice is no1 executed within 
the period specified in  he notice, [he univn brlard m a y  itsel fcause such 
work ro be carried uul, and may recover  he cost of such work or part 
thererhf from the owner or occupier referred to in  clause (b) of sub- 
section (I), as if  il were an arrear of rate imposed under sccrion 37. 

13) An appeal shall lie againsr every notice issued under clause (h) 
of sub-section (I),  to rhe chairman of the district board, who, alter 
giving the owner and occupier full opportunily of adducing evidence 
and of being heard. m;ly make an order cancelling, modifying or 
confirming the said norice. Such appcal shall be filed wirhin fifteen 
days from the dale of service of the nolice. 

' (4)  Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (2), if any 
person fails wirhoul suFficient reason to comply with A notice issued 
under clause 16) of sub-section (I) or, in ~ h c  case of an appeal under 
sub-seciion (31, with an order modifying or cont'irming such a notice ' 

within a reasonable period to be specified in such nolice or order, as 
thecase may be. he shall be punished with a fine which may extcnd LO 

twenly-live rupees and lo a further tine which may exlend ro Fivc 
rupees for each day after convic~ion during which he so fails. 

Powcr of 28. (1) A union buard may cmploy an establishment for the 
union board 
JS 10 cleansing of the union or any  part thereof. 
cleansing nf 
unions. (2) Where no such establishmenr isemployed by a union board, the 

board may, by written notice, require owners or occupiers of  land in 
the union to cleanse such land l o  the sndst'action of the board within 
a reasonable period, [a be specified in the nor ice. 

(3) If any person on whom notice has been served under sub- 
section (2) fails to con~ply with [he requisition cuntained in the notice, 
 he union bnard shall, unless reasonable cause to [he conirary is 
shown,- 

(a) cause the land to be clcansed. and 
(6) recover from such person such portion of the cost of such 

cleansing as the union board may direct, as if it were an 
arrear of rate imposed under section 37. 

(4) An appeal shall lie against evcry notice issued under sub- 
section (2) to the chairman of the local board, '[or, where there is no 

'Sub-scclion ( 4 )  was addcd by s. I 2  of thc Bcngal Village SclC-Government 
(Amendrncnt) Ac!. 1935 (Bcn. Act VII I  01 1935). 

' ~ h c s c  words werc inscflcd by s. 13 uT rhc Hcngnl Local Selr-Guvernmrnt 
(Amcndmc~lt) Act. 1936 {Bsn. Act XIV or 1936). I l l is  amcndmcnr i s  in forcc in thc 
arras in \vI~ich sccliun 13 of Hcri. Act XIV af 1936 is in force. 
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: local board, to thechairman of thedisrrict board,] who, after giving the 
owner and occupier full opportuniry of adducing evidence and of 
being heard, may make an ordcrcancelling, modifying orconiirming 
the said noricc Such ;~ppeal shall be filed within fificcn days liom the 
dare of service of the notice. 

'(5) Wilhout prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (31, if any 
person fails without sut'ticienr reason 10 comply w i ~ h  a nolice issued 
undersub-sectiun{Z),or, in thecaseoFan appeal under sub-scctiunI.I), 
with an order modifying or conl iming such n notice within a reason- 
able period to be specitied in such notice or order as the case may be, 
he shall be punished with ;I fine which may extend to ~wenty-five 
rupees and to a lurrher fine which may extend to five rupees for each 
day after conviction during which he so fails. 

29. ( 1 )  The union board may, subject to rules made under section Power or 

101, by written order,- union board 
ro conlrol 

direct, in :~ccorclance with a scheme approved by the local crcction of i - - 
bnard '[or. where there i s  nu local b o d ,  by the district 
board,] for any part of the union, rhat-no building, wall or 
plakfvrrn shall beerected. re-ereacd or added to in advance 
of an alignment to be prescribed by the union board and 
demarcated on the ground ; and 

( h )  prescribe, in accordance with ihc said scheme, the space 
which shall intervene between any new or enlarged build- 
ing and the building nexl adjacent and between any new or 
enlargcd building and any road in the union. 

(2) Wherc any building, wall or plalforn~ has been placed in 
contravention of an order passed by rheunion board undersub-section 
(I), the union board may apply LO the District Magistrale and such 
Magistra~c may make an order- 

( i )  directingei~her that the work done, or so much of the same 
as has been executed in contravention of  the order passed 
under sub-section (1) .  be demo1 ished by the owner of the 
building, wall or platform, orihal it bealtered by him to the 
sa~isfaction of the union board, within such time as may be 
fixed by [he District Magistrate ; or 

'This sub-scciion was addcd by s. 13 uT tbc Rcngal Village Scli-Govcrnmcnt 
(Amc~idmcnr) Act. 1935 (Bcn. Acl VIII al 1(135). 

'Tbesc words wcrc inscrlcd by s. I 4  or the Bengnl Local Scll-Governmcnl 
(Amrndmen~) Acl. 1936 IHcn. Acr XIV of 1936). 11 i s  in rorcc in thc areas in which 
ssclian I4  ui Ben. Acl XIV of 1936 is in forcc. 



[Ben. Act V 

( i i )  directing [hat lhe work done, or so much of the same as has 
been executed in contravention of thc order passed under 
sub-sec~ion (11, be demolished or alrered by the union 
board a( the expense of the owner wirhin such time as may 
be Fixed by the Dislrict Magisrrate : 

Provided that the Magislrateshall not mnkeany suchorder without 
giving the owner f u l l  opportunity ofadducing evidence and o f  being 
ticard. 

(3) If any person to whom a direction lo demolish or alter any 
building, wall or platform. is givcn under clause (i) of sub-section (21, 
hils LO obey {he same, he shall be liable to a Fine which may exlend, 
in the case of  a masonry building, wall or platform, to one hundred 
rupees. and. in the case of any other building, wall or platform, 10 

rwenty rupees, and lo a further fine which may exlend, in  [he case of 
a masonry building. wall or platform, lo tell rupees and i n  [he case of 
any other building, wall orplalfurm, to rwu rupees roreilch day during 
which, af1er the period tixed by the Disrrict Magistrate, he fails to obey 
the direclion lo demolish nr aller the building. wall nr platfoml. 

Powcr of 30. (1) A union board may provide the union or any part thereof, 
union board 
to with a supply of water, proper and sufficiem, for public and privale 
fnr prwcr purposes ; and, for such purposes, may. or, under the ordrrs of the 
walcr- 
supply. dislrict board. shall.- 

(0) cunstrucr. repair and maintain tanks or wells, and clear out 
streams or waler-courses ; 

(11) with [he sanction of the 'ISta~eGovernment] and subject LO 

such rulcs as may be made under section 10 1 ,  conslmct, 
repair and maintain water works ; 

(c) purchase or acquire by lease or gift any lank, well, stream 
or water-course, or any right to takeorconvey water within 
ar without the union ; 

) withconsenrofrheownerthereof,u~ili~e,cleanscorrepair 
any tank. well, stream, or water-course within the union, or 
prnvide faciliiics for obtaining walcr therefrom ; 

(e)  conlracl with any person for a supply of water ; or 
Ifl do any other acls necessary for carrying out the purposes of 

this sec~ion. 

(2) The union board may. by order published ar such places as it 
may think fi1,setapan forthesupply to the publicof water fordrinking 

'Sec fool-norc 3 on pagc 576. ntlte, 



or culinary purposes any tank. wcll. stream or water-course in respect 
of which aclion has been ~ a k c n  under clause ( ( I ) ,  (c) or ( r l )  of sub- 
section (I), subject to any r ighls which the owner reFerred to in clause 
Id) of that sub-seclion may relain with tlic consent ot' the board. 

(3) The union board may. by order pl~blishcd at such places as ir 
may lhink fit. prohib i~ all bathing, washing of clathrs and animals, or 
other acls calcula[ed to pnllute the water of any tank, well, stream, or 
water-course set apart for drinking or culinary purposes under sub- 
section (2). 

(4 )  Any persun who disobeys an order issued under sub-secriun 
(31, shall be punished w i ~ h  tine which may extend lo twenty-five 
rupees. 

31. Thc union board shall have control of all roads, bridges and Powcrsof 
union hoard walerways within the union, not being private properly and not being ,, ,, 

under the control af the ' [ ~ l a l e  Governmenr] or the districr bonrd or bridges and 

1oc;rl board, and may do all l l~ings necessary for the maintenance a'nd warcr ways. 
I 

repair thereof, ntid may- 

(n)  lay nut and make new roads ; 
(h)  construct new bridges ; 
(c) diver[, discontinue nr close any road or bridge ; 

I 
! 

((1) widen, open. enlarge nr otherwise improve any road or 
bridge ; 

l e )  deepen or otherwise improve warer-ways ;'* 
Ifl provide for the lighting o f  any road or public place within 

thc union ; and' 
.'(g) wilh the sanction of  111c commissioner, undertake small 

irrigation projects. 

'31A. The union board may grant a stipend to any student having Stipends. 

a placc of rcsidence within the union who i s  pursuing his studies in 
any- 

(1) middle English scl~ool, 
(ii) high English school. or 

( i i i )  other secondary school, 
which holds agricullural classes, and who attends such classes or in 
any technical or agricullural school. 

'See fool-norc 3 nn pagc 576. artte. 
'Thc word "and" in clausc (c )  was irnnrposcd at 1l1c cnd orclausc (J1 by s. 211) of 

lhc Bcngal Villngc SclT-Govcrn~ncni (Arncndrncn~l Act. 1432 (Rcn. Act l X  oC 1932). 
?Clause ( g )  rvns inscrrcd hy s. 2(2). ibirl. 
'Scction 31A was inscrrcd by s. 14 or Ihc Rcngal Villngc SelC-Governmen1 

(An~cndtncnl) Acr. 1935 (Rcn. Act VIII or 1935). 



T l ~ c  Bengni ViIIngu SelJ.Gover711setrr Act, 19/0. 

[Ben. Act V 

(Port I.-Chcrplcr 1V.-Powers aad d l ~ l i c . ~  of t t t~ io t~  
boctrds . -Scc t io r~s  32, 32A.)  

. . . ... 
Esiablish- '32. ' [ ( I ) ] .  The union board '32. ' [ ( I ) ] .  The union board Esrabbsh- . , . ... . 

m c n ~  :r mcnr or . . . - 

pri11m6 may, subjea to any rules made may, subject to any rules made dispen- 

J ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~ J  and under section 101, '[lnoke grrrlrts under section 101, establish .'* SWiCS- 
dispcn- 
sarics. r o p ~ ~ i ~ ~ r u r y  J-cltools], es~ablish pri- * * * dispensaries, or as- 

Rcn. Acr 
VII of 
1930. 

ntory school or dispensaries, or sume charge o f  existing 
assumecharge ofexisting yrinmry " * * dispensaries, and 
scl~ools or dispensaries and shall  shall repair, mainrain and man- 
repair, mainlain and rnanage afiy age any '* * * dispensary 
prinlary scllool or dispensary un- under irs charge. 
der its charge. 

'(2) The union board may, subject to any rules madk under section 
10 1 ,  make grants t e  

In) any dispensary under public or private management, or 
(b) any library or reading room mainlained for the public 

beneFit and open to the public, and on the managing 
authori~y of which the union board is represented. 

'32A. ' ( 1 )  Subjecr l o  the provi- ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ; ~  
sioosof the Bengal (Rural) Primary ,an,g,. 
Educa~ion Act, 1930, and ID the, 
conrrol of thc dislrict schonl board ,,hool,, 
conslitu~ed underthat Acr, rheunion 
board may establish primdry schools 
or assume charge of existing pri- 
mary schoolsand shall repair, rnain- 
tai n and manageany primary school 
under its charge. 

'This sub-sccrion (I) orseciion 32 is in hrcc in rhis form in arms in which [hc 
Ben~a l  (Runl) Primary Education ACI, 1930 (Ben. Acr VII  of 1930). i s  nor in lorcc, 

-Sccrinn 32 WAS renumhcrcd ns sub-sccrion (I) o~sccrion 32 by s. 4 ~ [ I h e  Bcngal 
Villagc Self-Govcrnmcni (Amcndrncni) Acr, 193 1 (flcn. Act V or, 193 I ) .  

'Thcsc words wcrc inscricd by s. 15 or ihc Bengal Villagc SelCGovcrnmcni 
(Arncodmenr) Aci. 1935 (Bcn. Acr Vl l l  o f  1935). 

'This sub-section (I) OF setlion 32 i s  in force in rhis form in arms in which t l ~ c  
Bcngal (Rural) Primary Education Aci. 1930 (Bcn. Acl V11 or 1930), is in force. 

'Thc words "primary school or'' and "primary schoolsor" in scction32(/)wcrc 
olniiicd by s, 67 ilnd [he Schcdulc. &id. 

T h i s  sub-scciion (21 wassubstitutcd for ~hcsub-recrion(2) which was added by 
rhc Bcngal Village Sclf-Govcmmcnr (Amcndrncnl) ALI. 193 1 (Ben. Acr V or 193 1 1. 
by s. 3 olrhc Bcngal Villagc Scli-Govcrnmcnl (Amcndrnunt) Aci, 1932 (8en. Acr IX 
of 1932). 

'Scclion 32A was inscrtcd by s. 67 or, and the Schcdulc to, the Bengal (Rural) 
Prima?. W~c;ktion Aci. I930(Bcn. Acl V l I  of 1930), and is in rorcc in arcas wherc 
thc s a ~ d  Act i s  in force. 

"Scction 32A was rcnuntbcrcd as sub-scclion { I )  of seclion 32A and sub-sccrian 
(2) was addcd by s. 16 of thr: 8cngal Village Sclf-Government (Amcndmcni) Act. 
1935 (Ben. Acr V l l l  uT 1935). 



Ben. Acr 
v11 DF 
1930. 

The Berrgal Village Self-Goovmunet Act, 1919. 

(Par-[ I.--Cfruprcr- IV.-Powers nrtd drrries of uninn 
boards ,-Seclions 32AA, 33 arrd 34.) 

'(2) The union board may, sub- 
ject to any rules made under sec- 
[ion I0 I ,  and to the control of [he 
district school board constituted 
under the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Act, 1930, make grants 
to primary scho~ls which are 
recognised under sec~ian 54 of the 
said Acl. 

'32AA. A union board may, with the previous sanction of  he 
dislrict board and subject lo any rules made under section I0 I ,  join 
with any olher union board orboards in the sarnedis~rictincons~ituting 
oul of their respective bodies a join1 committee for any purpose in 
which they are jointly interested and in delegating to any such  join^ 
committee any power which might beexercised by either or any of [he 
boards concerned. 

33. The dislrict board or local board may, from lime to lime, with 
the consent of [he union board, make over to a union board, subject to 
such conditions as they may deem necessary, the management of any 
insrilution or [he execution of any work or duty within the area over 
which the union board has con~rol ; and thereupon such union board 
shall do all things necessary for the management ofthe institution or 
the execution of the work or duty : 

Provided that [he fund necessary for rhe management of the 
institution and theexecurion of the workor duty shall be placed by the 
district board or local board a1 the disposal of the union board. 

334. ( I )  No place within a union shall be used wilhout a license 
granred by the union board (which shall be renewable annually) for 
any trade or business declared by the "[Slate Government] by notifi- 
calion to be offensive or dangerous. 

(2) In every nolificalion under sub-secrion (I)  the  yS[a[e Govern- 
ment] shall specify the maximum amount of fees which may belevied 
by a union board for a license in respect of any trade or business 
declared in such notification ro be offensive or dangerous. 

'.Tee foot-norc 8 on pag.596, nrrrc. 

?This sccrion S2AA was inscricd by s. 5 of rhc Bengal Village Sclr-Gnvcrnmcnr 
(Amcndrncni) Act. I93 1 (Bcn. Act V or 193 t ). 

?his section 34 was subs~irutcd for rhc original sccrion by s. 17 of rhc Rcngal 
Villagc Scll-Govcroment (Amcndmcnt) Acr, 1935 (Bcn. Act VIII of 1935). 

'See root-nurc 3 on page 576. nrrre. 
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Tlrc Bcr~gnl Village Se1J-Govert~nrer~r Acr, 1919. 

[Ben. Act V 

(Par! I.-Cllnprcr IV.-Porvers nt~d  duties of rrnion 
boo rds .-Section 35. ) 

(3) Subject to the approval of rhe District Magistrate, the union 
board may levy in respect of any license granted by i t  under sub- 
section ( I )  a k e  not exceeding rhe maximum amount specified under 
sub-secrion (21, a n d  may impose such conditions in respect of such 
license as may be considered necessary. 

(4) Whoever, i n  any union. uses wi~hout a license any place for the 
purpose oF any made or business declared under sub-section (I)  to be 
offensive or dangerous. or fails to comply with any condition subject 
to which a license is granted under that sub-section, shall be punished 
with a Fine which may extend ro ~wenty-five rupees, and to a funher 
f ine  which may ex~end to five rupees for each day afrer conviction 
during which he continues so to offend. 

151 The union board, upon rhe cunviclion of any person for failing 
to comply with any condition of a license gran~ed under sub-section 
(1) .  may suspend or cancel such license. 

(6) An appeal shall lie to thc Dis~rict Magistrate against every order 
by a union board refusing. suspending or cancelling a license, or 
imposing conditions in respect of a license within rhirry days from the 
date of such order, and [he decision of the Districc Magistrate thereon 
shall be final. 

~ o w c r  or 35. The union board, or any member. officer or servanl I hereof, 
cnlry. may enter into orupon any building or land, with or wilhoulassistanrs 

or workmen, in order to make any inspecrion or execute any work for 
the  purposes of, or in pursuance of ' * * * 
section '[2h], 27,28,29,30,3 1, 32.33 or-34 : 

Provided as follows :- 
(a) no such enmy shall be made between sunset and sunrise ; 

(b) no dwelling-house shall be so entered, unless wi~h the 
consent of the occupier !hereof, without giving  he said 
occupieral lcasr rwenty-four hour's previous written notice 
signed by the president or vice-president of the inrention to 
make such e n q  ; and 

(c) due regard shall always be had, so far as may be compatible 
with the exigencies of the purpose for which [he entry is 
made, LO [he social and religious usages of the occupants of 
the premises entered. 

'The words, brackcis and figurcs "clause ( I )  ofsccrion 26 or" wcreomi~ ld  by 
s. 18(1) OF thc Hcngal Villagc Scl F-Govcmmenc (Arncndmtnt) ACI. 1935 (Bcn. Aci 
VIII or 1935). 

?he figurcs "26" wcrc inscrrcd by s. 18 (2). ilrid. 



The Berlgfll Village SelfmGovr.r7une~~r Acr, 1919. 

(Purr I.-Clmprer IV.-Poivers arrd duties of rrniotl 
honrd.7 .--Section 36.-Cllaprer V.-UII~U)I Fturd.-Secliorr 37.) 

36. '[Subject ro the approval] of [he local board, '[or where [here 
isno local board, of thedistrict board.] a union board may appointsuch 
staff of officers and servants as it may consider necessary to carry out 
its duties under this Act, and may fix [he salaries to be paid to such 
staff : 

'Provided that no member of a union board shall be appointed to be 
an oFficer or servant of such union board. 

CHAPTER V 

Union Fund. 

37. The union board shall impose yearly on '[persons who are 
owners or occupiers or owners and occupiers] of buildings, within the 
union, a rate amounting to- 

(a) the sum required, afterdeduction of theaontribulion, if any, 
made by [he '[Slate Government] in this behalf, for the 
salaries and equipment of the dafadnrs and chaukidars and 
the salaries o f  [he estnblishment of the union board, and 

( h )  the sum estimated l o  be required to meet [he expenses of the 
, board in carrying out any oft he olher purposes of this Act, 

if such estimate has been approved by "more than half] the 
total number of [he members of  [he board at a meeting 
specially convened for the purpose, 

together wilh ten per cent. above such sums to meet the expenses of 
collections and the losses due to non-realizarion of the nte from 
defaulter. 

'Thcsc words wcrc subs!iru!cd for thc words "With rhc approval" by s. 19 of the 
Bengal Village ScIf-Governmcnl (Amendrncn~) ACI, 1935 (Rcn. Act V l l l  of 1935). 

' ~ h ~ q c  words wcrc inserlcd by s. 15 of thc Bengal Local Self-Govcrnrnent 
(Arnendmcnl) Aci, I936 (Ben. Act XIV or t936). This mcndmcnt i s  in lorcc in the 
areas in which srcrion 15 or Bcn. Act XIV OF 1936 is in Corcc. 

'This proviso was addcd ro section 36 by s. 19 of thc Bengal Village Sclf- 
Govcrnmcn~ (Arncndmcnr) Aci. 1935 (Rcn. ACI Y It1 or 1935). 

'These words wcrc subsriturcd for the words "thc owners or occupiers" by s. 
20( 1 ). ibid. 

'see foot-no~e 3 on page 576. nrrre. 
bThesc words wcrc subsliluicd for the words "not less rhan lwo-thirds o f '  by S. 

20(2)of the Bcngal Villagc SelCGovcrnmenr (Amendment) Acr, 1935 (Ben. Act VIII 
of 1935). 
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The Betrgal Village Self-Govenrmerrt Acr, 1919. 

[Ben, 

Union fund. 
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Provided always [hat in the case of any union board which has- 
imposed a rate under clause ( 6 )  of section 37 the districi board shall 
make a suitable granl-in-aid. 

46. ' ( I )  All sums rcalized under sections 41 and 42 and all other 
receipts of the union board, including any donation or conrribu~ion 
from a private person, but no1 including any sum realized as a fine or 
as a fee, shall be paid inlo a fund to be called "the union fund" the 
accounrs of which shall be kept in accordance w i ~  h rules under section 
101. 

'(la) All sums realized as f nes or fees underthis Act and all  sums 
received by the union bench or union courr shall form part of the 
revenues of the '[State]. 

(2) Excep~ as is orherwise provided in this Acl, the expenses 
incurred by the union board, the union bench, or the union court in 
carrying o u ~  the purposes of this Act, including such reasonable 
compensation as [he board may think f i t  to pay under section 6 1 , shall 
be paid oul of lhe union fund : 

Provided that the salaries and cost of  equipment of dafadars and 
chaukidars and the salaries of the eslablishmenl of the union board 
shall be the first charge upon the union fund : 

Provided also chat all sums made over to a union board for any 
specific purposes shall be applied solely to that purpose. 

CHAPTER VI 
Gcneral provisions relating to union boards. 

Dele~ariotr, 

47. The District Magistrate may, by an order in writing, delegate 
the powers or dulies specified in the first column of schedule 111 to the 
officers mentioned in the second column thereof. 

D t s p i ~ ! ~ ' ~ .  

48. (I) If a dispute arises bet ween two or more union boards which 
are subordinate to the same iocal board, the matter shall be referred to 
such local board ; and rhe decision of the local board thereon shall be 
final and binding. 

'Sub-scctionh ( I )  ilnd ( I n )  of scccinn 46 wcrc subslirurcd for thc original sub- 
scciinn I I lhy  para. 3 and Schedulc I V  rn rhc Governmen! of India (Adaptation or 
Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

3 h c  word "Sralc" was subsriruted rot rllc wwd "Proviocc" by parapph 4 ( 1 )  
or Ihe Adnpu~ion of Laws Ordcr. 1950. 



'(2) If a dispute arises bet- 
?: ween two or more union boards, 

which are within the same dis- 
trict but which aresubordinate to 
different local boards, the mat- 
ters shall be referred 10 the dis- 
tricr board ; and the decision of 
such dislricl board thereon shall 
be final and binding. 

'(2) If a dispute ariscs in any 
case to which the provisions of 
sub-section ( I )  arenot appliczble 
be~ween twoor moreunion boards 
which are within the samedistrict 
the marter shall be referred to [he 
district bnard ;and thedecision of 
[hedistrict board thereon shall be 
final and binding. 

Local board 
10 
supcrintcnd 
rhe 
adminisin- 
lion or 
union 
boards. 

49. If  a dispute arises belween a municipal authority and a union 
board within [he same dislricl, the matter shall be referred to the 
District Magistrate ; and  hed decision of theDistrict Magistrate thereon 
shall be final and binding : 

Provided that, iF the Dislricr Magistrate is a member of the 
municipal authoriry concerned, his functions under this section shall 
be discharged by the Commissioner. 

C ~ r ~ l r o l .  

'50. Subject to the conuol of 
the districl board, a local board 
shall superintend  he adminis- 
tration of union boards within 
the areas under [he authority of 
[he local board, except in matters 
relating 10 dafadars and 
chau kidars. 

'SO. A dislrict board shall su- 
perintend the administration of 
union boards wilhin the area un- 
der the aurhori~y of [he disrrict 
board, excepl in matters relating 
to dafadars and chaukidars : 

Provided that, where there is a 
local board, the local board shall, 
subject LO the control of the dis- 
trict board, exercise such 
superintendence over the adrnin- 
istration of union boards within 
theareaundertheauthority ofthc 
local board. 

'Sub-scc~ion (2 )  of section 48 i s  in lorcc in this lonn in areal in which sccrion 16 
of rhc Rcngal Local SelCGuvcrnrncnt (Aincnd~neni] ACI. 1936 (Bcn. Act XIV of 
1936). is nor in rorce. 

'Sub-scc~ion (2 )  of scclion 48 is in lome in rhis rorm in arcas in which section 16 
of rhc said Ben. Acr XIV of 1936 is in lorce. 

'SecrionSO i s  in lorce in this form in nrcns in  which scciion 17 of thc Btngal Lwal 
SelCGovcrnmcn~ (Amendmcnr) Act. 1936 (Bcn. Act XI  V oT 1936). is not in lorcc, 

Dispulcs 
bclwccn a 
municipal 
aulhorily 
and a union 
board. 

Disrrict 
board or 
local board 
10 
superinrend 
thc 
adminisua- 
{ion o f  
union 
bunrds. 

'Seclion 50 i s  in force in this rorm in arcns in which scction 17 of tllc said Ben. 
Acl XIV of 1936 is in forcc. 
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Tlte Betrgal Village Self-Govertm~enr ACI. 1919. 

[Ben. Act V : 
(Part I.-Chapter VI.-Ge~~crul provisiorrs relarit~g to rurion 

boo r-ds.-Secriorrs 51-55.) 

51. ( I )  It shall betheduty ofall Commissioners, District Magistrales, 
Sub-Divisional Magistrates, circle officers and chairmen of  discrict 
boards and local boards to see that the proceedings of union boards are 
i n  conformity with law and wilh the rules in force thereunder. 

(2) The Commissioner may, by order i n  writing, annul any pro- 
ceeding which he considers no[ to be in conformity with law and with 
the said rules, and may do all lhings necessary to secure such 
conformity. 

52. Every union board shall at all times permil thecornmissioner, 
[he District Magistrate, the chairman of the dis~ricr board or local 
board, or any other person authorized by them or by the '[State 
Government], to have access to all its books, proceedings and records. 

53. The Commissioner, [he District Magistrate, the chairman of 
the districl board and local board, and any other person authorized by 
them or by lhe '[state Government] shall have power at all times to 
enter on and inspect, or cause to be entered on and inspecled any 
immovable properly occupied by, or any work in progress under the 
orders of, or any instilulion controlled by, a union board. 

54. (1) IF at any time the Dislrict Magistrate is satisfied that [he 
whole or any ponion of rhe salaries, or of the cost of equipment, of 
dafadars and chaukidars, or of the salaries of the establishment of a 
union board, is in arrear, the District Magistrate may appoint such 
person or persons as he may consider necessary to realize any sum so 
due, together with the incidental cost (if any) of collecling it. I 

(2) Any person so appointed may realize any such sum and cosr 
. - 

.. . 

either from [he balance at the credit of the union fund or by [he . . 

. . collection of any outstanding ponion of  h e  union rale as assessed by 
the union board. or, if the amounl so collecled is insufticicnt, by [he 

. .  . 

imposition and culleclion of a supplementary assessrnenr. . . 
. . 

(3) A person so appoinled shall exercise all the powers vested in the 
union board for [he assessment and collection of the union rate. 

(4) The amount collecled under sub-section (2) shall be disbursed 
in thepaymenr ofthesumand thecost referred lo in sub-srction(1)and 
the balance (if any) shall be paid LO the union fund. 

55. ( I )  When a union board makes default in performing any d u ~ y  
imposed on it by the districr board under section 27 or section 30, the 
disrrict bvard may tix a period for the performance of that duty. 

12) I f  any such duly is not performed within the period fixed under 
sub-section (I), the disrrict board may appoint such person or persons, 

'See roo[-norc 3 on page 576. rrrrrc. 
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as they consider necessary lo perForm i t ,  and may direcl rhat the 
expense of performing it ,  togcther with a reasonable remuneration to 
such person or persons, shall be forthwilh paid by the union board. 

'55A. If theCommissioner, after consideralion of [hc views of [he 
District Magistrate and the district board, is uF opinion rhat a union 
board is nor competent toperform, orpersisrently makes default in the 
performanceof, the duties imposed upon it by or underthis orany other 
Acl, or exceeds or abuses its powers, ~heCommissioner may, with the 
approval 01' [he '[State Governmcnt] by an order in writing specifying 
rhe reasons for so doing, direc~ rhal a fresh general election shall be 
held,' * * * * irnrnedia~el y of persons to be members 
of the union board ;and from thedate on which theDistrict Magistrate 
shall declare the board to be duly reconsriluted [he former members of 
the board shall, unless they are re-elected or re-appointed '[for the 
purpose of sub-section (4) of section 61, vacaLe their offices. 

56. ( 1 )  If the Commissioner, iifterconsideration of  the views of the 
District Magismale and the disrricl board, is of opinion lhal a union 
board is not competent to perform, or persisrenly makes defaul~  in  the 
performance of; the d u ~ y  imposed upon it  by, or under, [his orany other 
Act, orexceedsor abuses itspowers. the Commissioner may3[with the 
approval of rhe2StateGovemment], by an order in writing specifying 
[he reason for so doing, either- 

lo) remove the president of the union board from his office 
buth as presidenl and as member ; or 

Ib) supersede the board for a period to be specified in the order. 
(2) Every such order shall be published locally in such manner as 

may be prescribed by rules under section 10 1 .  . 

57. (1) When a union board is superseded under section 56, sub- 
section (I), the following consequences shall ensue :- 

(a) all members constituling the board shall, as from the date 
of the order, vacate [heir offices as such members ; 

'Srclion 55A was inscrlcd by s. 25 of rhc Hcngal Village Self-Governrncnl 
(Arricndmenr) Acl. 1935 (Ben. AcL V I I I  of  1935). 

'Set fmr-norc 3 on pngc 576, ntrlc. 

' ~ h c  words. ''and Frcsh appuinrmcnrs sllall bc made" were orni~lcd by s. 7(0) of 
thc Hcngal Villagc ScIT-Governmcn~ (Wcsr Hcngal Amendmcnr) Act, 1947 (WCSI 
Hm. Act X of 1947). 

'Thc words. figures and brackcis "fur rhz purposc or sub-scciion (4) of secrion 
6" wcrc inscncd by 5. 7(b). ibitl. 
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.Thcsc words wcrc ioscr~cd by s. 4 of ihc Bcngal Village SclF-Govcrnmcnt 
(Amendrnenl) Acr, 1932 (Ben. Aci I X  of 1932). 
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(b) all powers and duties of [he union board shall. during the 
period ~Fsupersession, beexercised and perfomed by such 
local rtuthoriry, person or persons, and in such manner as 
the Commissioner may direct ; and 

(c)  all property vested i n  the union board shall, during [bar 

period, vest in such local authority, person orpersons, and 
in such manner. as the Commissioner may direct. 

(2) On rhc expi rat ir>n of the period of supersession the union board 
shall bere-esrablished by re-election or re-appointmenl in [he manner 
provided in sec~ion 6. 

58. The District Magistrate, or the disrrict board, may. by an order 
in wri~ing, suspend the execulion of any ordcr or resolurion ofa union 
board within the jurisdiction of such Magistntc or dislricl board, orthe 
doing of any act which is abou~ to be done, or is being done, by such 
union board, if in the opinion O F  the District Magishate or [he dislrict 
board the execution of the resolution or order, or the doing of the act, 
is likely ro cause injury, or annoyance to the public or to any class or 
body of persons, or lo lead to a breach of the peace. 

59. When the Distria Magistrate or the district board makes any 
order under section 58, [he Magistrate or board, as [he case may be, 
shall forthwith submit to rhe Commissioner a copy of the order, wirh 
astatement oftheresons for making i t  and wirh any explanation which 
the union board concerned may wish to offer, and [he Commissioner 
may thereupon confirm, modify or rescind the order. 

Miscell~r~eoris. 

60. ( 1 )  If any mcmber of a union board otherwise rhan with the 
sanclion of [he lncal board, or if any officer or servant maintained by 
or employed under the union board, paflicipates or agrees to parlici- 
parein theprofitsofanyworkdone by theunion board or isconcerned 
nrparticipates in theprofitsof any contract enlered into with theboard, 
he shall be liable on convic~ion before a criminal court to a fine which 
may extend to five hundred rupees : 

Provided [hat [he penalty herein prescribed shall not be deemed to 
apply by reason only of a person- 

(a) having a share in any joint-stock company which shall 
contract with, or be eniployed by, or on behalf of. the union 
board : or 

(b) having a share or interest in any newspaper in which any 
advertisemem rcIating to [he affairs ofthe union board may 
be inserted ; or 
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(cJ holding a debenture or being otherwise concerned in any 
loan raised by, ur on behalf of, the union board ; or 

(dl being a member of a society registered under the Co- 
operalive Societies Act, 191 2', which enters into any 
contract wirh [he union board. 

(2)Nevertheless it shall not be lawful fora person having any share 
or in~erest, such as is described in clauscs (n)  and (b) of the proviso to 
sub-section (I). tu act as a member ~ f t h c  union board in any matter 
relaling to a conlract or agreement between the union board and such 
company or the manager or publisher of such newspaper. 

(3) Nothing in this sec~ion shall apply to [he payment of  fees ta a 

legal prac~itioner tbr services rendered by him in his professianal 
capacity. 

61. Every union board may make compensation to any person 
sustaining any damage by reason of [he exercise of any of the powers 
conferred by [his Act. 

62. ( 1 )  No member of a union board shall be pkrsonally liable for 
any contract made, orexpense incurred, by nr on behalf of  [he board. 

(2) Every member shall be personally l iablc for any wilful misap- 
plication of money entrusted to [he union board lo which he  shall 
knowingly have been il party, and he shall bc liable to be sued for the 
,same by [he district board. 

63. No suir or other legal proceeding shall lie against a union board, 
or any member or ofticer [hereof acting under the direclion of such 
board, in respect of anything done lawfully and in good faith and wirh 
due care and attenrion under [his Act or any rule made hereunder. 

64. { 1 )  No suit or orher legal proceeding shall bc brought againsr 
any union board orany ofils members orofficers, or any person acling 
under irs direcdon,.for anything done under this Act, until ihe expira- 
tion of one monch next after notice in writing has been deliveredor left 
at the office of such board, and also (if rhe suit is intended to be brought 
against any member or officer of the said board, or any person acting 
under i ~ s  direction) at the place of abode of the person against whom 
such suir is intended to be brought, srating the cause of action and the 
name and place OF abode of [he person who inlends to bring [he suit ; 
and unless such notice be proved, the court shall find forthe dekndant. 
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'Nnw tllc Hcngal Ca-apcralivc Socic~ics Act, 1940(Bcn. Act XX I  of 1940), virle 
srctinn S ihcreui. 
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(2) Every such action shall be commenced within three months 
after the accrual of the cause of action, and not afterwards. 

(3) If any union board orperson ro whom a nolice under sub-section 
(I) is given shall, before a suit is bmughi, rendcr sufficient amends to 
the plaintiff, such plaintiff shall not recover. 

PART I1 

CHAPTER VI1 

Union benches and union courls. 

45. Whcnever a union board has been established for any union, of union 
bench. the '[Stare Government1 may, by notification, appoint any two or more 

of the members of the board to be a union bench, during their lerm o l  
office as members of the board, for the [rial, in the whole or any pan 
of the union, of [he offences specified in schedule IV. if committed 
wirhin the limirs of its jurisdiction '[or i f  thccase is transferred lo the 
bench by a District Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Magistrate]. 

Jurisdiclion 
OF union 
bcnch. 

66. No~withslanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal ACL V of 

Procedure, 1898, the union bench shall have jurisdiction concurrent 1898. 

wilh that of the criminal court within the local limits of whose 
! 

jurisdicrion [he union is situated, for the  rial of all offences specified 
in schedule IV, pan A, and the union bcnch may try any offence 
specified in schedule IV, part B, if the casc is transferred to the bench'. 
by a District Magistrate, Sub-Difvisional Magistrate or any other 
Magistrate empowered to receive peritions under section I90 OF the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 : 

Provided as follows :- 

(a) a Magismate before whom ii complaint of an offence 
cognizable by a union bench is brought may transfer the 
complaint ro  he union bench ; 

(6)  the District Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Magisrrate may 
transfer any casc from one union bench to anolheror to any 
other court subordinate to him : 

Thcsc  words wcrc addcd by s. 26 of thc Bcngal Villagc Scll-Govcrnnicnk 
(Arncndrncni) Acl. 1'935 (Bcn. Aci Vlllo11935). 
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I (c) the ~is t r ic t  Magistrate or Sub-Divisional Magistrate may, 
with [he consent orthe parties, ~ransfer any casecogniznble 
by a union bench, i f   he place of residence of the complain- 
ant is situatcd i n  a union for which there is no union bench, 
to any union bench situated at a distance from such placeof 
residence convcnicnt in the opinion of the Magistrate, for 
the parries and wi~ncsscs. 

67. Acase beforea union bench may be instituted by petition made 
orally or in wriling lo a member of the union bench. If  the petition is 
made orally, the member shall record  he name of  he petitioner, the 
name of the person agains~ whom rhe petilion i s  brought,  he nature of 
[he offence and such other particulars. if any. as may be prescri bed by 
rules under section 101, and shall direcl the petitioner LO appear before 
the bench. . 

68. ( I )  If upon the face of thc pethion. or on examining the 
petitioner, the union bench is of opinion that the is Frivolous, 
vexatious or unrrue, ir shall dismiss the case by order in writing. 

(2) IF at any time it appears to lhe bcnch- 

(a) that it hiis no jurisdiction to lry Ihe case, or 
(b) [hat [he offcncc. is one Ior which the sentence which the 

bench is competent to paqs would be inadequate, or 
(c) that the case is one which should not be tried by the bench, 

i t  shal I direct the perilioner to the proper court. 

69. If in any case before a union bench the petitioner fails to appear 
on [heday fixed, or if in the opinion of the bench he shows negligence 
in prosecuting his case the bench may dismiss thecase for default, and 
such order of dismissal shall operate as an acquittal. 

70. ( 1 )  If the ~ e t i ~ i o n  be no1 dismissed  he union bench shall, 
subject l o  the provisions of section 98, by summons or otherwise, 
require [he accuscd to appear acd answer [he petition. 

(2) If [heaccused fails to oppearorcannot be found, the bench shall 
report the hcl lo the nearest Magistrate, who may issue a w x a n t  for 
the arrest of the accused, and wt-en ariested may foward hin; !or trial 
lo the bench, or release him on bail to appear before it. 

(3) The union bench shall, if possible, try the case on the day on 
which the accuscd appears or is bro~ght  bcfore it ; but if that is not 

How cast 
may bc 
inslilulcd. 

Power of 
bcnch to 
dismiss or 
lo reruse lo 
cnlcnain 
p c ~ i ~ i o n .  

Dismiss111 
of case lor 
default. 

Proceedings 
preliminary 
lo [rial. 

'Clau~c (cJ orthe proviw 10 scciion 66 was a d d d  by s, 27 of thc Rcngal Villagc 
SclF-Govcrnmcnl (Amcdmcni) Aci. 1935 (Bcn. Acr Vlll of 1935). 
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9: 
possible, the union bench shall release him on hisexecu~ing a bond for 
a sum noi exceeding twen~y -five rupees to appear bcfore the bench on 
any subsequent day or days to which the [rial may be adjourned. 

Bar lo 
appeal from 
or rcvision 
or the order 
OF union 
bench ; but 
powcr 10 
mdcr 
rcrrial. 

71. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Act V of 

Prbcedure, 1898, there shall be no appeal by aconvicted person in any 1898, 

case tried by a union bench : 

Provided that the Distric~ Magistnre or Sub-Divisional Magis- 
trate, if satisfied that a hilure ofjustice has nccurred, may, of his own 
mntion, or on the application of the parties concerned, cancel or 
madify any order of conviction or of compensation made by a union 
bench or direct the relrial of any case by a court of competent 
jurisdiction subordinate to him. 

Power or 72. ( I )  A union bench shall record its decision in wri~ing, and may 
union bench 
,impost sentence an offender convicted by it l o  pay a fine not exceeding 
iincorro twenry-five rupees or in default to imprisonment for a period not 
award exceeding seven days : 
rion. 'Provided that ~he?[StateGovernmcn~] may, by notihcation, direct 

that any union bench mentioned therein may senrence any offender 
convicted by it to pay a fine not exceeding fitly rupees or in defaulr to 
imprisonment for a period not exceedingfourteen days. 

" I n )  When a union bench imposes a fine under sub-section ( I ) ,  it 
may, when passing the order, direct [ha[ [he whole or any part of the 
fine recovercd shall be applied in payment of compensation for any 
loss or injury caused by the offence. 

(2) IF a union bench i s  satisfied that a complaint made before it or 
transferred to it for trial is vexatious or frivolous, the bench may order 
the complainant to pay to the accused such compensation, not exceed- 
ing t wenly-five "or, in thccase of a union bench empowered under the 
proviso to sub-section (I), fifty] rupees in all. as it thinks fit, or in 
defaull may sentence the complainant to simple imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding seven "or, in the case of a union bench empow- 
ered under the proviso to sub-section ( I ) ,  lourteen] days. 

'This proviso was added by s. 28(1) of rhc Bengal Village Scll-Governmenr 
(AmendrncnO Act, I935 (Bcn. Acr Vl l l  of 1935). 

'see [nor-note 3 on page 576. o111e. 

'sub-scc~ion ( I n )  was inscrlcd by s. 28(2)of the Bcngal VillagcSclf-Govcrnmcnt 
[AmcndmcnO Act, I935 (Bcn. ACI Vlllo11935). 

'Thcsc words. brackc~s and figure wcrc inscrrcd by s. 28(31(n), ibid. 

These words, brackcis'and Iigurc wcrc inscrccd by s. 28(3)(b), ibid. 
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(3) When a person has been sentenced to imprisonmen~under sub- 
secrion ( I )  or sub-section (2) in default of such payment, if such fine 
or compcnsa[ion be nor paid or realized wirhin ten days of the passing 
of~hesenlenceororder,orwirhin such further time, ifany, asthebench 
may allow, the bench may cause him LO be arrested and may commit 
him to the nearest jail to serve his sentence : 

Provided that, nolwi~hstanding anything contained in the Indian 
Penal Code,- 

(u) the tine imposed or compensation awarded by a union 
bench'shall not be realized from any person who has served 
his term of  imprisonment under this section ; 

(b) the person serving his lerrn of imprisonment shall be 
Forthwith relcased, if [he fine or compensation is paid 
before the expiry of [he term of imprisonment : 

Provided also that no wnman shall be sentenced to imprisonment 
in default of payment of fine or cornpensat ion. 

'141 * * * * * * * 

'72A. When any person i s  convicted by a union bench of an 
offence punishable under sub-section (I) of section 72 and no previous 
conviction is proved against him, if it appears to the said bench that, 
regard being had to the age, character and antecedents of the offender 
and to the circumstances in which the offence was committed, it is 
expedient- 

(a) that the offender should be released after due admonilion, 
the union bench may, instead of sentencing him to any 
punishment, release him after due admonition ; or 

(b) that the offender should be released on probation of good 
conduct, the union bench may, nolwi~hstanding anything 
contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, instead 
of sentencing him at once lo any punishmenr, direct tha~ he 
be released on his execuring a bond for a sum not exceeding 
fifty rupees to appear and receive sentence when called 
upon during such period (not exceeding one year) as the 
union bench may direcc and in the meantime to keep the 
peace and be of good behaviour. 
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, .  . , . 

'Sub-section ( 4 )  was omirrcd by para. 3 of, and Schcdulc 1V lo. thc Govcmmcni 
of India (Adaptation or Indian Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

'~eclions 72A and 72R wcrc inserted by s. 29 of the Bengal Village Scli- 
Govcrnmcnr (Arncndrncnt) ACI. 1935 (Ben. Act VIII or 1935). 
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, , '733. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Crimi- Act V of 

nal Procedure, 1898, the union bench may allow  he parties to 1898. 

compound any offence tried by such bench. 

73. Whenever a union board has becn establ ished for a union the 
'[State Governrnenr] may, by notification, appoinr any two or more of 
the members of the board to be a union court during [heir term of office 
as members of the board, for the trial, in [he whole or any part of the 
union, of all or any of the classes of civil suits specified in section 74. 

74. Norwithstanding anything contained in the Bengal, Agra and ,f 

Assam Civil Couns Act, 1887, the Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887- 
I X  01  1887. 

1887, and the Code nf Civil Procedure, 1908, and subject to the Acl v 
provisions of sections 75 and 76, the union court and [he ordinary civil 1903. 

court, wirhin [he local limirs ofwhose jurisdiction the union is situated, 
shall have concurrent jurisdic~ion to try the following classes of suits, 
namely :- 

( 0 )  suits for money due on contracts, . 

(h) suits for the recovery of movable property or the value of 
such property, .'* 

(c) suits for compcnsa~ion for wrongfully raking or injuring 
movable property, "[and 

Id) suits for damages by cattle-trespass], 
when [he value of the suit does no1 exceed ~ w o  hundred rupees : 

Provided [hat, on the application of any defendanl made in accor- 
dance with the provisions of section 8 1 ,  the court of small causes or 
court of  he munsif, wi~hin the local limits of whose jurisdiction the 
union is situated,- 

( i )  may withdraw the suit when ils value does not exceed 
rwenry-five rupees, and 

( i i )  shall withdraw [he suit when irs vaIue exceeds twenty-five 
rupees, 

from a union court for trial by itself. 

75. No suit shall lie in any union court- 
(1)  on a balance of par~nership account, 
(2) for a share or part of a share under an inteslacy, or for a 

legacy or p;irt of a legacy under a will, 
'Sec loot-no~e 2 on pagc 61 I, ante. 
'See lool-no~c 3 on pagc 576, ante. 
-'The word "and" in clausc(6) waq omirrcd by s. 30(l)of rhc Bengal Village Sell- 

Govcrnmcnt (Amcndrncn~) Acr, 1935 (Ben. Act VIII ol1935). 
'Thc word "and" and clause (d)  wcrc insened by s. 3012). ihid, 
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(31 by or '[againsr rhe Governmcnt] or public officers in their 
ofticia1 capaci ry, 

(4) by or against minors or persons of unsound mind, 
(5 )  for [he assessment, enhancemenr. reduction, abatement, 

apportionment or recovery of r e n ~  of immovable properly. 
or 

(6) by amoflgageeof immovable property for theenforcement 
of the mortgage by foreclosure or sate of the properry or 
otherwise, or by a mortgagor of immovable property for thc 
redemplion of I he mortgage. 

76. No suil shall lie in any union court. unless at least one of the 
defendants resides within the limits of irs jurisdicrion at the timeof the 
institu~ion of the suir, and the cause of action has arisen wholly or in 
part within those limits. 

77. (I) A suir before a union court may be institued by petition made 
orally or in writing. If [he pelilion i s  made orally, the cwrt shall record 
such particulars as may be prescrilxd by rules under secrion 101. 

(2) The plaintiff on instituting his suit shall state the value of the 
claim. 

78. ( 1 )  If at any time [he union court is of opinion thar the suit is 
barred by limitation [he court shall dismiss thesuil by order in wriling. 

(2) If ar any time ir appears to the court [hat it has no jurisdiction to 
entertain the suit, [he court shall direct the petitioner to rhe proper court. 

79. If in any suit before a union court the plaintiff fails to appear 
on [he day fixed. or, if in the opinion of the court, he shows negligence 
in prosecuting his suit, the court may dismiss the suit for default : 

Provided that a union coun may restore a suii dismissed for det'aulc 
i f  within thirty days from the dale of such dismissal [he plaintiff 
satisfies the coun that he was prevented by sufficient cause from 
appearing. 

SO. If on receiving the petition the union court is satisfied that [he 
trial of the  suit may be prweeded with, il shall, by summons or 
otherwise, require the defendant to appear and answer the suit either 
orally or in wriling. 

81. If, before '[any evidence is laken in] the suit,  the defendant 
noli fies to the union court [hat he has applied or that he intends lo apply 

'The words "ngoinst the Crown" were originally subsriruted lor rhc words 
"againn Governmcnt" by para. 3 oh and Schedulc I V  10. thc Govcrnrneot of India 
IAdaptationollndian Laws)Ordcr. 1937. andthcreafierrhcword "Government" was 
subsrirured Tortheword "Crown" by p~mgr;lph4(1)ol~hc AdaptationofLaws Order. 
1950. 
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' ~ h c r e  words wcre subsliruted ror ihc words "thc comrncnccment oCthc hcaring 
o r '  by s. 3 1 or the Bcngal Village SelCGovcrnmcni (Amendmcn~) Act. I935 (Bcn. 
Acl V l l l  of 1935). 
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[Ben. Act V 

( P m t  11.-Clmpler VI I . - l l ~~ io t l  bet) clres arid uniut~ 
coiir/s. --Sections 8 2 4 6 . )  

1 .  : . . 
8 .  

under rhe proviso to section 74 for the cransfer of the suit ro h e  court I .  

of small causes or the court of the munsif, the union court shall 
postpone the lrial in such a manner as will afford a reasonable time for I 

rhe application being made and an order being obtained [hereon. 

82. If   he defendanr fails to appear, and the union court is sa\isfied 
that he has received nolice of the date fixed for the hearing, the court 
may decide the suit ex pnrre : 

Provided that any defendant against whom a suit has been decided 
cxparte may, within thiny days from the dare ofexecuting any process 
for enforcementof rhedecision,apply ,orally or in writing. to tbeunion 
courlto set aside the order; and thecourt, ifsa~isfied lhat the defendant 
did not receive due notice oft he date of hearing or was prevented from 
appearing by any sufficient cause, shall set aside [he decision and shall 
appoint a day for proceeding with the suit. 

83. No decision or order of a union court shall be set aside under 
section 79 or seclion 82 unless nolice in writing has been served by the 
union courl on the opposite pany. 

84. ( 1 )  Subject to (he provisions of clauses (3) and (4) of secrion 
75 the union court shall add as parties to a suit any persons whose 
presence as parties it considersnecessary for aproperdecision thereof, 
and shall enter  he names of such pacties in [he register of suits, and the 
suit shall be tried as between the parties whose names are enrered in 
the said register : 

Provided that when any party is added, notice shall be given to him 
and he shall be given an opportunily of  appearing before the trial of 
[he suit is proceeded wilh. 

(2) ln all cases where a new party appears under the proviso to sub- 
section ( I )  during the [rial of a suit, he may require  hat the trial shall 
begin de nova 

85. No union courrshall proceed with the trial of any suit in which ' 

the rnarler directly and substantially in dispute is pending for decision 
. . 

in the same court or in any other courr in a previously instituted suit , . .  . . . .. 
. . belween [he same parties, or between parties under whom they or any 

of them claim, or has been heard and finally decided in a suit between 
the same parties, or belween parties under whom they or any of them 
claim. 

86. When the or their agents have been heard and the 
evidence on hnth sides considered, the union court shall. by written 
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of 1919.1 

(Pnrt 11.-Cl~apter vI'II.-Ut~iorr benclres arid iwion 
cr~rrrrx-seer ions 87-90.) 

; order, pass such decree as may seem just. equitable and according to ' 
good conscience, staling in [he decree the amounts payable as fees 
under section 90, and the amount, if any, paid to witnesses under 
secrion 96, sub-secrion (31, and the persons by whom such amounts are 
payable. 

87. A union court in ordering [he payment of a sum of money or 
ihe delivery of any movable may direct that [he money be 
paid, or [he movable property be delivered, by instalments. 

88. The decision of a union courl in every suir shall be final as 
between the parties to the suir : 

Provided that the district judge may, on the application of any party 
to the suit made within thirty days of h e  decree of the union court, 
cancel or modify the order of  the union court or direct a relriat of the 
suit by the same or any other union coun or by any other court 
subordinate to him if he is sa~isfied lhar there has been a failure of 
justice. 

89. I f  the plaintiff or derendant in any suit dies before the suit has 
been decided, the suit may. subject to the provisions of clause (4) of 
section 75, be proceeded with at the instance of, or againsr, the legal 
representar ives of [he deceased plaintiff or defendant. as [he case may 
be. 

'40. (11 In all suits instituted in a union court a ice of one orrrra in 
~herupeesllatl be payable in advanceby theplainliffon the  amount of 
theclaim up to ~wenty-fiverupees, and of half-an-atata for every rupee 
of the claim above rwenty-five rupees, and such fees ** * 3: 

* I x * * shall not be paid 10 eilher party : 

Provided that, if any suit is  rans sf erred from a union courr under 
section 74, no further fee shall be payable on this account in rhe court 
to which the suit is transferred, -'* * * * * 
* and thereafter the prqvision of sub-section (2) shall, so far 
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'This scction 40 was subsriluicd for thc original scc~ion by s. 32 of the Bengal 
Villagc Scll-Govcmmcn~ (Amcndinent) Act, 1935 (Ben. ACL VIII of 1935). 

'Thc words "shnll, on rcccipi, be crcdilcd to rhc union fund and'' wcrr o m i ~ t d  
by para. 3 of. md Schcdulc 1V to. the Govcrnmcnt o l  India (Adaptn~ion of Indian 
Laws) Order, 1937. 

' ~ h c  words and figurcs "and the Tcc alrc~dy paid by the plaintiff shall. nolwith- 
sranding anything 'conmind in section 46, bc paid from the union rund to the h a 1  
Governmcnr" in the proviso to sccfion 90111, wcrc omittcd. ibid. 
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(Port 11.-Clrnpter VII.--Urriorl berlches mrd riniotr 
corrrts.4ectians 91, 91A.J 

, - ,  , .  . .  
1 -  - 

as may be, apply to the proceedings in the court to which the suit is !-: . 
, . 

Iran sferred. 
(2) If ~ h c  claim is decreed in full, an amount equal to the fee shall 

I 

be reali~ed from the judgment-debtor together with the amounr 
I 

decreed. 

(3) I F  Ihe claim is decreed in part, an amounr equal to a proportion- 
ale part oF the fce shall be realized from the judgment-debtor logether 
w i ~ h  afnounl decreed. . 

(4) Any amount realized under sub-section (2) or sub-sec~ion (3) 
shall be paid ro  he decree-holder. 

91. ( 1 )  If the union court granting a decree is unable to effect 
satisfaction   here of, i t  shall gnnt thedecree-holder a certificate to that 
effect stating  he amount due to him and Ihearnnunt dueon account of 
fees under section 90. 

(2) Any decrce-holder wishing to execute a decree of a union court 
may apply to thc courl of the munsif within the local limits of whose 
jurisdiction thc uniun i s  situated and shall present with his application 
a ccrrified copy of the order ofrhc union court; but no application Ibr 
execution shall be entcrtained by  he munsif- 

(a) unlesstheunioncounhascertitiedthatitisunabletoeffect 
salisfaction of the decree, and 

(b )  unless [he application is made after the expiry of three 
months From the date o f  rhe decree. 

(3) In executing a deuce of a union court a munsif shall have rhe 
same powers and follow tlie.same procedure as if he were executing 
a decree passed by himsclf. I *  * * * * 
Y * * * f: * * 

'91A. An application for execution of a decree of union court made 
after t heexpiry ofthrec years from thedaleofthe decree or ofany order 
under section 88 modifying any such decree, shall be dismissed, 
although limicarion has not heen pleaded : 

Provided ~har,  where the application is made for execution of a 
decree or order to enforce payment of a sum or money of delivery of  
any movable property which the decree or order directs to be made at 

acenain dale, ~heapplioation may bc made wi~hin  three years fromchat 
date. 

- 

'The words "bur any amouni rcalized on account oifccs undcr sccion 90 shall bc 
crcdircd ru the Local Governtncnt" werc omilicd by para. 3 of. and Schedulc IV lo, 
lhc Govcrnmenl or India (Adaprarion of Indian Laws) Orders, 1937. 

'Sec~ion 9 1 A w a s  inscncd by s. Zof thc Bcngat Villrgc SelT-Govcrnmcnl (Second 
Amcndmcn~) Act. 1932 (Bcn. ACI XVllI 01 19321. . 



Tlre Berrgnl Villcrge Self-Gover~~r~lbrr Act, 1919. 

92. [Surns reali,~.ed it1 pnrf snti.cJncriorl r$de~~rar,rlfn be disrril~rrred 
ra~eobly.]-Rep. I)y s. 33 of ilte Betignl Villnge Self;Govenrtlier~~ 
(Am~.lrdruet~r) Acr, 1935 (Berr. Acr VllI  of IY35). 

Getleral yrovi~.iot~s reluritrg lo rrrliorr benches at~d rrnion cotrrts. 

VII  of 
1670. 
Act V of 
1898. 

- Ac1 V or 
1908. 

93. ( I )  The provisions of- 

(a) thecourt-fees Act, 1870, 

(b) the Code of Criminal Procedure, IX98. excepting Chapler 
XXXIII, and 

(c) t he Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
shall nol apply to any trial. suit or proceeding before a union bench or 
a union coutt. 

(2) The procedure to be followed by a union bench or a union court 
in any [rial, suit or prbceeding and in the enforce men^ of ils decisions 
and orders, and in the method of forminga quorumshall, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, be in accordan'ce with rules prescribed under 
sec~ion 10 1 .  

94. (1)The union bench and [he union court shall be presided over 
by the president of the union board. i f  he i s  ;1 member of [he bench or 
court. 

(2) I f  thepresiden~ of the union board is abscnl from asitting of the 
union bench or court, or if he is not a member of  the bench orcourt. rhe 
bench or court, as the case may'be, shall elect its own president. 

(3) In  case of difference of opinion among the members of the 
bench or courl the decision or order of thc bench or court shall follow 
the opinion of the majority of the members present and voling. 

(4 )  In case of an equality of voles, the person presiding over [he 
bench or court shall have a second or casting vole. 

'95. No unionbench or unioncourtshatl !ry any caseor suit or olher 
proceeding to or in which the local union board ur any member [hereof 
is a pamy or i s  interesred. 
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'T l~ is  section was substitulcd for thcoriginal scclion by s. 340Tthc Bcngal Village 
Sdf-Govcrnmenr (Amzndll~cnr) Aci. 1335 (Bcn. Acl V I I I  uf 1935). 
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1 

[Ben. Act V i . 

(Pnrt I[-Chapter V1I.-Utiioti benches ut~d ilriiorl 

cottrrs.--Secriolrs 96, 97.) 

Allcadance 96. ( 1 )  Subject lo the provisions of secdon 98, a union bench or a . , , : ., . . 
of 
wilncsscs, union court may, by summons or otherwise, send for any person to 

appear and give evidence or to produce or cause the production of any ' 

document : ! 

Provided [hat no person who is exempt from personal appearance 
in court under section 133, sub-sec~ion ( I ) ,  of the Code of Civil Act of 

Procedure, 1908, shall be required to appear in person before a union 
1908. 

court. 

(2) A union bench or aunion coun shall refuse to summon a witness 
ur  to enforce ;l summons already issued agains~ a witness, where, in the 
opinion of the bench or coun, the attendance of the wi~ness cannot be 
procured without an amounr of delay, expense or inconvenience 
which. under the circumstances of the case. would be unreasonable. 

(3) A union bench or a union court shall not require any person 
living outside the union to give evidence, unless such a sum of money 
be paid to him as appears to the bench or court ro be sufiicient to defray 
his travelling and other expenses in passing to and from the bench or 
court and for one day's alrendance. 

(4) If any person whom a union bench or a union court summons 
by written order to appear br give evidence, or to produce any 
document before it failsroobey suchsummonsaunion bench may take 
cngnizance of such offence and may sentence any person convicted 
thereof to a fine not exceeding twenty-five rupees. 

Appcarancc - 97. ( I )  The parties to cases triable by a union bench shall appear 
of panics 
berorc personally before such bench : 
union bench Provided tha~ the union bench, if it sees reason so to do, may 
or union 
court. dispense with rhe personal auendance of an accused and permit him lo 

appear by agent. 

(2)Theparties to suits triable by a union court may appearby agent. 

"Agent" in sub-secdon (I) and (2) means a full-lime servant or a 
partner or a rclativeofthe party, whom theunion bench or union court 
may admit as a fit person ro represent a party, and who is authorised 
to appear and plead For such parly. 

' (2n) No~wi~hstrrnding anything contained in sub-section (I) or 
sub-section (2) no person whose name is included in a list of touts 
prepared and published under su b-seclion (I) of section 98A shall be 

'sub-seL!icln ( Z r r )  was inscr id  by s. I 4  of ~ h c  Bengal Toua Acl. 1942 (Bcn. Act 
V o f  1942). 
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(Part 11.-Cl~clprer VI1.-Ut~iotl benclies atld rurion 
corrns. -4ecriorrs 98 and 98A-98D.J 

permitted to appearas an agent of a party before a union bench or union 
court. 

XVIII  of (3) No~withslanding anything conrained in the Legal Practitioners 
1879, Act, 1879, legal practi~ioners shall not be permiued lo practise before . . 

a union bench or a union court. 

98. No woman shall, against her will, be compelled to appear in Apparancc 

person before a union bench as an accused, or before a union bench or Or 

union court as a witness. 

'98A. (I) Every Sub-Divisional Magistrate may,'as regards the Power (0 
. . . . 

framc and , . union benches or union courts within his own jurisdiction, frame and lisrs , .. 
' 

publish lists of persons proved to his satisfaction by evidence of o(~ou(s. 

general repute or otherwise, to be touts, and may, from rime to rime, 
alter and amend such lists. 

(2)Noperson's nnmeshall be included in any such listuntil heshall i 
have had an opponunity of showing cause against such inclusion. 1 

(3) Where the name of any person is included in a list framed and 
published under this section, such person may, within thirty days of the 
publication of the list in which his name first appears, apply in writing 
to (he Districr Magislrate for the removal of his name from such list ; 
and the orders of the Dislrict Magistrate, passed after such inquiry (if 
any) as he considers necessary, on such applica~ion shall be final. 

'98B. A linion bench or union court may report to the Sub- Report 10 
Sub- Divisonal Magistrate the name of any person alleged or suspecled to Divisiclnnl 

I 

be a tout for inclusion in a list of touts referred to i n  sub-sec~ion ( I )  of Magisiraic 

rec~ion 98A, and the Sub-Divisional Magistrate may take such action :::E:cd , . . .  .. . ,. 
, - 

on the reporr as he thinks fit. IOUIS. 
. . - .  

. . . ,  

'98C. A copy of a list of touts referred to in-sub-section (I) of 
section 98A shall be kepl hung up in  every union bench and union 
court in the subdivision to which [he same relares. 

'98D. Every person whose name is included in a list of touts 
referred to in sub-section (I) of seclion 98A. if found within the 
precincts of any union bench or union court without a wrirten permis- 
sion from the said bench orcourt, shall be deemed lo be acting as alout 
for the purposes of section 98F : 

Provided that [his section shall no1 apply where such persun is a 
pany lo any case, suil or proceedings before such bench or court or has 
been directed to appear by any process of such bench or court. 

'Scclions 9SA, 988,98C, 98D. 98E and 98F wcrc inscrrcd by s. 15 of rhc Bcngnl 
T o u r s  ACI. 1942 (Ben. Acr V of 1912). 
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(Porr /I.-Cllnprer VI1.-U~liorr berrclies arid iorion corrrrs. 
4 e c r i o n s  98E, 98F, 99, 100. l OOA or~d 1OOB.J 

[Ben. Act V ' 

'98E. Any union bench or union courr may make a complaint in  
writing ro  he Sub-Divisional Magis~rate regarding any person in- 
cluded in a I is~of tou~s referred lo in sub-section ( I )  ofsection 98A who 
enlers or is found within the precinc~s of such union bench or union 
court and the Sub-Divisional Magismale may thereupon take such 
acrion as he [hinks f i t .  

'98F. Any person who acts as a lout whilst his name is included in 
a list of touts referred to in sub-section (1) of section 98A shall be 
punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 
months, or wirh tine which may extend to tivc hundred rupees orwith 
both. 

99. All fees and tines imposed and all sums due on bonds and all 
sums decreed and compensation awarded under this Act by a union 
bench or union court rnay be realized under the orders of the union 
bench or union court, as the case may be, in  the same manner as an 
arrear of rate imposed under section 37. . 

100. Every union bench and union coun shall maintain such 
registers and records and submit such returns as may be prescribed by 
rules under seclion 10 1 .  

'100A. A member of a union bench or union courr may resign 
during his term of office by notifying in writing his intention to do so 
to the Dislrict Magistrate and, on such resignation being accepted by 
the District Magistrate, shall be deemed to have vacated his office. 

'IUOB. When ihe place of a member of a union bench or union 
courL becornrs vacant by his resignation or ochenvise a new member 
shall beappointed by thz3[State Government] in the manner provided 
by section 65 or section 73, as the case may be. and shall hold office 
so long as the member whose place he fills would have been entitled 
[o hold office if such vacancy had nat occurred : 

Provided that the '[State Government] may with regard to union 
boards generally or to any union board or class uf union boards and 
subject [o such conditions or restrictions as it  may deem fit to impose, 
by norification, dclegale to the Commissioner the powers of appoinl- 
men1 of the '[State Govcmment] under this section : 

Provided also that no act of [he union bcnch or union coun shall be 
deemed to be invalid by reason only that [hc number of members of the 

'.'irur ronr-notc 1 o n  page 619. nrrre. 
'Scciions IOOA to l OOD wcrc inscrrcd by 1;. 35 or thc Bcngal Viltagc Scll- 

Government (Amendmcnr) ACI, 1935 (Rcn. Aci VI I I  01 1935). 
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(c) regulating the powers of union boards to transfer property ; 
(d) prescribing the powers to be exercised by the president or 

vice-presiden~ of a union board ; 

(e) regulating the conducr of meetings of union boards and the 
- method of forming a quorum ; 

fJ prescribing the registers and records to be maintained and 
the returns to be su bmilted by union boards, union benches 
and union courts ; 

(g) regulating the powers and duties of union boards in regard 
to the control to be exercised by them over dafadars and 
chaukidars within the union ; 

(/I) prescribing the duties of dafadars and chaukidars, and 
fixing the time and manner of the payment by [he union 
board of rhc salaries of dafadars and chaukidars, and the 
cost of their equipment ; 

( i )  prescribing the process to be xerved by dafadars or 
chaukidars, and regulating the service of such processes ; 

' I jJ  regulating the powers and 
duties of union boards in 
regard to sanitation, con- 
servancy, drainage, build- 
ings, roads, bridgesand wa- 
ter-supply under sections 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 3 1 and 
35, and in regard to schools 
and dispensaries, "[libraries 
and reading rooms] under 
section 32 ; 

'Cj) regula~ing the powers and 
duties of union boards in re- 
gard to sanitation, conser- 
vancy, drainage, buildings, 
roads, bridges and water- 
supply under sections 26,27, 
28,29,30,3 1 and 35, and in 
regard to " * * 
* * * * 
* dispensaries,"[libnries and 
reading rooms] under sec- 
lion 32 ; 

'This clal~se Ijl i s  in rorcc in this form in arcs in which the Bcngal (Rural) Primary 
Educaiion ACI, 1930 (Bcn. Act V11 ul 1930). i s  not in rorce. 

'This clause ( j )  is in forcc in this Fonn in arcas in which the said Bcn. Acr VII of 
1930 i s  in force. 

"hc words "schools and" in clause ( j )  wcrc omitred by s. 67 or. and the Schedule 
lo. the said Bcn. AcL VII OF 1930. 

Thcsc words were inscncd by s. 5 of ihc Rcngal Village SelT-Government 
(Amcndrncnt) Acr, 1932 (Rcn. ACI IX of 1932). 
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(Part 111.-Clraprer VIII. -Miscellnrreorrs.--Sectio~~ 101 .) 

'Ci jJ re~ulating [he manner of constituting a joint committee 
under section 32AA, the proceedings of such joint commit- 
tee, the conducr of its correspondence and the method of 
keeping its accounrs ; 

2tijl) the pay and qualifica~ions of staff required for 
the furtherance of public health under seclion 26 ; 

' 152)  regulating the powers of the union board to grant rewards 
under section 26B ; 

(k) for the making of an assessment by [he union board under 
seclion 39, for imposing the rare under section 37. and 
prescribing under section 41 the method and lime of 
payment of such rate ; 

(1) for theconducrof the distraint and saleof movablepropeniy 
of defaulters under section 42 ; 

(rtr) prescribing the merhod in which the accounts of rhe union 
Fund shall be k e p ~  and audited ; 

( 1 1 )  regulating the realization and disbursement, under sec~ion 
54, of the amount required to meet the arrears [herein 
specified ; 

(0)  prescribing the manner in which orders under section 56 
shall be published ; 

(p) prescribing the particulars of petitions under sec~ions 67 
and 77 which shall be entered in the registers of union 
benches and union courts ; 

(q)  regulating the procedure to be followd by zl union bench or 
a union court in the institution, trial and disposal of criminal 
cases and civil suits, and prescribing the method of forming 
a quorum ; 

' (qg)  regulating the procedure for the transfer of criminal cases 
from union benches and of civil suits from union coun and 
for the retrial of civil suits under the proviso to section 88; 

(r)  regulaling the issue, service or execution of summonses 
and other processes by union benches or union courts, and 
 he issue and service of notices by union boards ; 

'Clausc w a  inscrted by s. 6 orthe Bcngal Village Self-Govcrnmcnr (Arncnd- 
mcni) Act. 1931 (Hcn. Act V of 1931 ). 

'Clauses u j l )  and (ii?) wcrc inscrlcd by s. 36fb) or ihc Bengal Villagc Sclf- 
Governmcnr (Arncndmcni) Aci. 1935 (Ben. Act VIll or 1935). 

'Clausc {gq) was inscricd by s. 36(c) or the Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amcndment) Aci, I935 (Ben. Acr VlIl of 1935). 
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[Ben. Act V i 
I 
I (Part Ill.--C/~nprer Vll1.-Miscelln~~eot~s.-Scc~ia~ts IOIA, 102 a t ~ d  ! 

103--4chedrtle I . - - E I I ~ I C / I ~ I ~ ~ I ~ , V  repenled or arliended.) I 
1 ' :  -. . 

(1FJ delerrnining the procedure For the execution of decrees, ! - 
! 

orders and sentences of union courts and union benches ; 

(t) regulating the transfer by u n i ~ n  benches or union courts of I 

summonses and other processes to ordinary courts for rheir ! 

service or execution by such courls : and 

( r r )  prescribing the fees to be levied by union benches and 
union courts for copies of documents, and delemining the 
procedure to be followed in furnishing such copies. 

(3) The rules made under sub-sectiun (2) shall be published in 
such manner as the '[State Government] may direct. 

' 101~.  ( I )  A union board, empowered in this behalf by the Corn- 
missioner on the recommendation of the dis~rict board, may make by- 
laws nut inconsistent with [hose of the dislricl board for carrying out 
the purposes specified in sub-clauses (b), (c) and ( d )  of clause [I) of 
section 26 and For the prevention of encroachmentsan village roads ; 
and any such by-law may provide thar breach of i l  shall be punishable 
with a fine not exceeding fifty rupees. 

(2) By-laws made under [his section shall have the force of law 
when confirmed by rhe Commissioner and published in such manner 
and for such lime as  the Commissioner may direct. 

102. No member of union board, union bench or union court, or 
other, or officer having any dury to perform in connection with any sale 
underthis Act, shall direclly or indirectly bid for or acquire any inlercst 
in any property sold at such sale. 

103. A judge or a Magistrate shall not be deemed to be a parry to, 
or personally interested in, any case under (his Act, within the 

ACI V or meaning of section 556 OF the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898, , 8g8. 
merely because he is a member of the uninn board. 

SCHEDULE I 

Enactments repealcd or amended. 

[Not printed hcre. The repeals and amendmenls have been shown 
in the principal Acls.) 

'See foot-notc 3 on pagc 576. nrjrc. 

'~ccl ion 101 A was. inscncd by s. 7 nT tlic Bengal Viltagc Self-Guvcrnmcn~ 
(Amendmcnr) Acl, 193 1 (Hcn. ACI V of 1931 ). 



T11e Brrrgal Villnge Ser-Goverturrer~t Acr. 1919. 

(Scf~edlrle 11.-Offetrres to be reported by a cltorrkidar.--ScI~edrrle 
//I.-Powcrs arrd dtrties rvlriclr r~ray bc dclcgnted by rhe Di-sfricf 

Mr~gi.rt~.nrc. J 

SCHEDULE [I 

Offenccs to bc reported by a chaukidar. 

(See section 23.) 

Murder. culpable homicide, rape (when the ofrender is not the 
husband of the women raped), dacoi~y, robbery, theft, mischief by fire, 
house-breaking, counter-fei~ing currency notes, coins or stamps, pos- 
sessing instruments or materials for the purposes OF such counlerfeit- 
ing, causing grievous hurt, riot, administering stupefying drugs, 
kidnapping, personating public servants, manufacturing, selling or 
possessing arms without a license and going armed without a license. 
and all attempts, preparations and conspiracies to commit, and 
abetmenls or, the said offences. 

SCHEDULE 111 

Powers and duties which may bc delegated by the District 
Magistrate. 

(See section 47.) 

'Thege wurds "Appoinlmcnl and" arc ncccssiry in view OF tht adaptation madc 
in hertion 20(1)by rhc 5ovcrnmcnl of India [Adaprarion ofIndian Laws)Order. 1937. 

Powers and duties. 
1 

1 . '(Appointment and] d is- 
missal of daFadars and 
chukidars under section 20. 

2. Fining of dafadars and 
chaukidarsunder section22. 

3. Requiring chaulcidar to sup- 
ply local information under 
section 23 (v i i i ) .  

4. Calling for assessment pa- 
pers and passing of orders 
thereon, under section 40. 

5. Issue of warranr under sec- 
tion 43 for distraint and sale 
of property of absentees For 
sntishction of union rate. 

Ta whom may be delegated. 
2 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate, super- 
intendent of police or circle 
officer. 

Dilro. 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate- 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



T11e Bengal Village Self-Guven~~net  Act, 1919. 

[Ben. Act V of 1919.1 

(Sclredtile IK-Offetrces triable Ly a rrrlion bench.) 

SCHEDULE IV 

Offences triable by a union bench. 

(See secrions 65 and 66.) 

Part A. 

1. Offences under seclions 24, 26 and 77 of  the Catde-trespass I or I 87 I 
Act, 1871. 

2. Offences under enactments '[(other than the Indian Penal AclXLV0f 
1860. Code and this Act)] orany rules or by-laws made thereunder which are 

punishable with fine only up LO a limit of twenly-five rupees. 

3. Offences under section 34 of the Police Act, 1 86 1. v or 1861. 

4. Offences under the Bengal Ferries Act, 1885, except those BC,,. A=, I 
under sections 28 and 30. of 1885. 

5. Offences under the following seclions of the Indian Penal 
Code, namely :-sec~ions 160,178,179,269,277,289,290,294,323, 
334,341,352,358,426,447,448,504, and 51 0 ; and when the value 
of the property in the opinion of rhe union bench is not over twenty 
rupees, sections 379 and 4 1 I .  

Part B. 
Offences under the following sections of the Indian Penal Code, 

namely :-seclions 283,428,430,506,509 ; and when the value of the 
property in the opinion of  he Magislrate is not over lwenty rupees, 
section 403. 

- 

' ~ h e s e  brackc~s and words wirhin square bnckers in irem 2 wcrc subs~irurcd for 
the brackcts and words "(othcr rhan thc Indian Penal Codc)" by s. 37 ofthe Bengal 
Villagc Sclf-Govemmenr (Amcndmenr) Arl, 1935 (Bcn. Act V l l l  of 1935). 




