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BENGAL ACTS OF 1920 TO 1947, 
IN FORCE LN WEST BENGAL. 

Bengal Act II of 1920 

[THE EASTERN FRONTJXR RIFLES (WEST 
BENGAL BATTALION)' ACT, 1920.]1 

- 
Ben. Acr I1 of 1940. 

- Den. Act VII or 194 1 .  - 
(a) The Govcrnmen~ of India 

(Adapta~ion of Indian 
Laws) Order, 1 937. 

(b) Thc Indian lndepcn- 
dcnce (Adnp~ation or 
Bengal and Punjab ACIS) 
Order, 1918. 

(c) The Adaplation olLaws 
- Ordcr, 1950. 

At1 Act l o  or)rctwI rlre Inlv t r l n r i ~ r g  lu IIIL'  1.~g111a1iur1 of r I 1 [ 1  E ~ s t e n ~  
Frorrtier Kiljres :[Wesf Bcagol Ba~tttliorrJ. 

WI~ERF~IS ir is expcdient to amend the law rclarin~ lo rhe mainlenancc 
of discipline amnng riflemen; 

AND ~VHERLIS Lhc previous sanction of ~ h c  Governor-Gcncral has bcen 
5 and 6 Cro. oblained undcrsecrion 79,sub-section (21, of the Govcmmcn~of India Acr, 
i l . c . . h l .  1915, to !be passing of [his ACI; 

Ir is hereby enacrcd as follows:- 

1. ( I )  This Acl may be called [he Eastern Frontier Riflcs ?[Wcst ShonTirlu, 
B c n p I  Bi~ l~ i l ion]  Act, 1920; local cxtrnl 

and . . 

(3) 11 exrends ro Ihc wi~olc of -'[iVcsl Bcngal]; and colnmencc- . . 

-- - mcnt. 

'For Srarcrncn~ orobjccts and Rcasons. SEE ihc C n k t ~ f t i ~  Go~elrc 01 1919. Pr. IV. p a ~ c  
185: and Tor Proceedings in Council, ree &id. PI. NA, pages 1330-31, md page 13 14, and 
see th t  Cfilcrrrrn G(~iet!~ o f  1910, Pt. IVA, page 55, and pages 1.54-55. 

'Thc ~vor~ls  within squuc bncke~s wcm subs~i~u~ed lor thc words "Bcngnl Balralion" by 
panrnph ( I )  or Arliclc 3 of. and [he Schcdule 10, thc Indian lndeplndcncc (Adaprarion of  
Rmg~l and Punjsb Acrs) Order. 1938. 

'The words within squm bracke~s wcrc substitured for the word "Rmgnl" hy 
p a n ~ c ~ p h  (2) of Aniclr 3. i b ~ d .  



Tlrc Eustenr Froerier RiJes (\Vest Betrgal Baf~cilior~) Act, 1920. 

(3) Ir shall comc into iorcc on such day1 as 11ie :ISra~e Govcmmcnt] 
may. hy notificdon in the 3[0f17cinl Gazerre], dircc~.  

2. [Rel~enl.]-Rep. 11y s. 3 ntrd rile Secolrrl Scfi, of [he B e ~ ~ g n l  
Rc~peolirrg arrd Asierrdi~ig ACI, 1938 (Berrgrrl Act I of 1939). 

DvLnirioris. 3. In h i s  Act, unless [here is anything repugnant in thc subjcct or 
cnnLcx1,- 

I 
[Ben. Act LI ; 

, . . . 

( 1 )  "octivc service" means service at outposts or against hoslile 
~ r i b c s  or orhcr persons in [he field; 

(2) "Commandan!" or "Assisrant Commandanl" mcans a person 
appoinred by lhel[Sta[e Governmenl] to bc ncom~nandant or 
an Assistant Comrnandanr of rhc Eastcm Fronlier Rifles 
"1 W e s ~  Bcngal Ba~!alionl, hcrcinarler referred [o as ~ h c  
batlalion; 

(3) "District Magistrate" includes a Depuly Commissiclncr '* 
* * *; 

(1) "riflcman" mcans apolice-officer6[enrot led undcr] thc Police 
Acl, 1861, who has signed the staremen[ in ~ h c  schcdule to this 
Ac! in accordance with the provisions of this Acr, and includes 
a m i l i l a r y  police-officer appointed under h c  Bcngal Military 
Police Acr, 1 892', or rhc Assilm Milirnry Police Replotion, 
1 890R, or rhc Easrern Bengal and Assmi Military Pol icc Ac!, 
191Zy: 

'This Acr c a m  into Corcc on rhc l s r ' ~ a y ,  1920, sce oaiifica!ion No. 1918 P.J.. 
datcd the 30rh April. 1970, published in  thc Colrnrr~r Gtr;crre or 1920, PI, I. 
p3gc 87s. 

"The words "Pmvincinl Go\~cm~ncnr" wcrc originally substiiutcd for !he rvords "Local 
Goucrn~ncn~" by pmgmph 4(1) or l h t  Goi-rm~nrnt or India (Adaptation of Indian LAWS) 
Ordcr. 1937, and thcrrd~er the rvord "Sta!~" ws subs~i~uicd 1n1 the word "Provinvial" by 
panrnph  4 1 )  or the Adaptation o f  Laws Ordcr, 1950. 

'Tl~cscaords~vcrc subsiirurcd~orrhe words"Cr~1r~rrri~ G~lzcr~c". by paragraph4 I ) orlhc 
Cocrrnrncn~ of India (Adaptalion of Indian Lnws) Order. 1937. 

'Tht tbordq "and ihc Supcrin~cndcni of the Chirr:\gong Hi l l  Tmcls" wcrc on1i1tt.d by 
pangrph (I) n l  Aniclc 3 or. md the Schedule lo, rhe Indian Indcpcndcncc [Adaplali~n or 
Brngal and Punjab Acls) Order, 1948. 

T h c  words within squ,m bnckta  wcrc suhsli~ulcd lor thc words and figun. "appoinlcd 
un~crscction 7 of '  by s. I, of  the b l e r n  Fmnlier Rincs (Bcngal Baltalion Amendmenl) Act. 
1924 (Bcn. Act Il oC 14401. 

V uf 1892. 
Regulation : 
IV  01 1890. , 
E. B. atd A. 
ACl 11 of 
1912. 

'Rcpr~lrd in Brngal by Rengaf Ac1 I of 1914, Scl~, IV. 

' l<e~a led by h i t m  Rcngal and Assari1 Acr III of 1911. 

T h i c  hrr mnc r r . w n l r r l  hv .; 7 nrihis 4rl 



Tlte Eusfent Frorrtier Rifles (Wt'sl Berlgol Barralio~~) Acr. 1920. 

(5 )  "superior officer" means, in rclation In any rifleman,- 
c, 

(a) any officcr ora higher cIass thnn, or o ra  highcr grade i n  
thc samc class as himself, and 

(h) any Assislant Commandant, Commandant or Disrrict 
Magismale; 

Act XLV of 
1860. 

(6) heexpressinn "rcasons ro believe", "criminal force", "assnul!", 
"fraudulcnrly" and "volunrarily causing hurt" havc rhc 
meanings assigned to (hem rcspcc~ively i n  [he Indian Pcnnl 
Code. 

3. ( 1 )  Before a police-officer '[enrollrd under the Pol ice Act, 1861, Appoint- 
lnenr and 

i s  enlis~cd] under [his Acl, rhc s~ntcment in [he schcdulc shall be read and, dischugc, 
if necessary,cxplained, lo him, in rhcprcsenceofaMagisuarc, Commandant 
or Assistan[ Commandant, and shall bc signed by him in acknowlcdgrnenl 
of  its having bccn st] rcad to him: I 

I 
'Provided that, in rcspcc~ of  a police-oriiccr entisled u n d e r  this ACI 

Bcn. ACI V I I  aflcr Ihc commencemcni of the Eastern Fronticr Rifles (Bengal Bnhalion 
or A~ncndmcnl) Act, 194 I .  for thc words "tbrec ycm" in the slalemcnl in thc 

schcdule [he words "scven year<' shall bc substituted. 

1' ln61. (2) Notwithstanding nnyrhing conrained in scclion 9 of the Police Act, 
1 86 1. a rifleman shall not be enli~lcd to bedischargcd excepl in accordance 
wirh the terms of [hc stalemen1 which he has signrd undcr this Act. 

5. Thcre may be all or any of the following classes of riflcrncn, who Classes and 

shall takc tank in the order men~ioned, namc1y:- nnk or 
riflcriicn. 

(i) Srrbudors-Major, 

(ii) Suhadnrs, 

( i  ii) Ju~~indars, 

(iv) Havildars-M ajor, 

(v) Hrrvildars. 

(vi) Naiks, 
(vi i)  Buglers atld Sipahis, 

and such gradcs in each class as Ihe '[Srarc G o v e r n t n e n ~ ]  mny, from lime 
L(I rime, dircct. 

'Ttlc word< md figures w~rhinsqum bnckca ivtr:substitutcd for thc words and lirurcs 
"appoinrcd undcr secuon7orrhc Police ACI. 1861, iscnrolled by s. 30r1hl: EjsrtmFronricr 
Rifles (Bcngal Batidion Amcndrnenr) Act. 1939 (Rm. Acr 11 or 1940). 

'This proviso was addcd by s. I or [lic &tern Fmnricr Rines (Bengal Barr;rlion 
A~nrndmenr) Act, 1941 (Bcn. Act V11 or 1941). 

'Src fool-nore 2 on pagc 2, (rrlre. 



Tlrc Emtent Frotzrier- R$es (\Vex! Betlgal Bttrmliorr} Act, 1920. 

[Bcn. Act II 

6. A rifleman w110- 

(a) hcgins, excites, causcs or jnins in any ~ n u ~ i n y  or scdition, or, 
hcing presenl a1 any muBny or sedition, docs  no1 usc his 
ulmosr endeavours to supprcss it, or, knowing or having 
rcnson to bclicve in the existcncc, of any niuliny or sedition, 
docs not wiihour delay givc information lhereof ro his 
Commanding or arl~er supcrior ollicer; or , 

(b) uses, ar aiielnprr to usc, criminal force to, or commits an 
ussnult on, h i s  superior nllicer, knowing or having rcnso~l LO 

bclieve hirn to be such. whether on or off duly; or 
(c) shnmcrully abandons or dclivcrs up any garrison, iorlrcss, 

post or guard, which is commi~itd to his charge or which i r  is 
his duty to dcfend; or 

(d) in [he prescncc o r  nn cncmy or of any pcrson in arms againsr 
whom it is his duly ro acl, shamefully casts away his oms or 
his ammunilion, or inlcn!ionaIIy uses words or nny othcr 
means ro induce any othcr rifleman lo abs~ain horn acting 
against [he enemy, or any such pcrson, or 10 discourage such 
officer horn acting against thc cnemy or such person. or who 
othcrwisc misbehaves; or 

(e) di rec~ly  or  indireclly holds corrcspondcncc with, or 
communicates inlcltigence to, or assists, or rclicves. ;my 
enemy or pcrson in arms againsl the Smrc, or omils to 
discover immediatcly to his Commanding or othcr supcrior 
officer any such corrcspondence or communications coming 
lo his knowledge; or 

(0 directly or indirecrly assisis or relieves with money, victuals 
or ammunilion, or knowingly harbnurs orprotec~s any enemy 
or person i n  arms againsr rhc Srare; or 

who, while on aclive scrvicc- 

(g) disobeys rhc lawful command of his supcrior ofliccr; or 
(h) dcscrrs or nlLenipls to dcscrt Ihc service; or 
( i )  bcing a scntry, sleeps at his post, or quits i r  without being 

rcgulmly rclicved or withoul lcavc; or 
Cj) without aurhoriry lcavcs his Commanding OIficer, orhisposl 

or party, to go in search of plundcr; or 
(k) quitshisguard, picquel, parly or patrol without beingregularly 

relieved or wirhout leave; or 

(1) use criminal force to, or commits an assaulr on, any person 
bringing provisions or orher necessaries to camp or quarters, 
or  forces a sarcguard, or wirhour aurhoriry brcaks into any 
house or  any other place for plundcr. or plunders, dcslroys or 
damages any properly or  any kind; or 



The Eastenl Frorr~ier K f l e ~  (West Bellgnl BufrolionJ Acr, 1920. 

of 1320.1 

(m) in~enrionally causcs or sprcads a faIsc alaml in acdon, 
camp. garrison or quarlcrs; 

shall bc punished wirh ~mnspor~ion Tor life or with imprisonmenr which 
may exlcnd lo fourreen years 10 wl~ich n fine not excecding five hundred 
rupees m a y  bc added, or wilh a fine no1 exceeding five hundrcd rupees. 

7. Ariflcmao who- Other 
olltnccs. 

(a) is in a stnlc of inroxica~ion when on or detnilcd Tor any dury, including 
or on parade, or on tile linc or march; or 

(b) slrikes, or forces ur artempis In forcc, any senlry; or 

acts 
prcjudicial 
10 good 

(c) being in  command oi  a guard, picquet or palrol, refuses 10 
~~~~~~, 

rcceiveany prisoncrduly committed ~ohischargc, or, whethcr 
in such command or nor, releascsany prisoner wilhoutproper 
aulhoriry or negligently suffers any prisoncr 10 escapc; or 

[d) being dcpuled ro any guard, picquer or patrol, quits il wilhoul 
bcing regulnrly relicved or withou~ lcavc; o i  

(e) bcing in command of a guard, picquc~ or pa~rol. pernijls 
gambling or other behaviour prcjudicial 10 good ordcr and 
discipline; or 

{f) bcing undcr arresl or in conlinemenr, lcaves his nrresr or 
confinement beforc hc is set a1 libeny by proper aulhori ty; or 

(g} i s  grossly insubordinate or insolent to his superior officer in 
the exccutinn of his officc; or 

(h) rcfuses to superinrcnd or assis1 in rhc making 01 any field 
work or other milirary work of any dcscriprion order 10 be 
made either in quartcrs or in the field; or 

(i) slri kes or othcnvise ill-uses any rifleman subordinate to him 
in rank or posilion; or 

(j) being in command at any post or on  [he ~narvh and receiving 
a  complain^ tl~al any one under his command has bea~en or 
olherwisc nlaltrenlcd or oppressed any person nr has 
commirtcd any riot or trespass, rails, on proof of thc 1rurI1 or 
r he complainl, LO have due rcparaiian made as fnr as possibIe 
ro [he injured person and to report the casc to the propcr 
aurhori~y ; or 

(k) designedly or ~hrough neglecl injures or loses orfraudulen~ly 
or wirhout due au~horiiy disposcs oF his arms, clothcs, ~nols,  
equipmenl, ammunilion, ;~ccoulrcmcnlsor olhcr necessxics, 
orany such articles enrusted to him or belonging to any o~hcr 
person; or 

( I )  malingers. ftigns or produces discase or in firmiry in hiinsel f, 
or inrenlionally delays his curt o r  aggravares his discase or 
in Errn41*,- nr 



Xlinor 
cll'tc.~~cc.s 
pu~lisll- 
IlICI11<. 

The Easteni Frorrrier Rifles (\Vest B e t f ~ a l  Bat~uliorr) Act, 1920. 

[Bcn. Act If 

(m) with jnlenl lo render himself or any other person unfit For 

service, volunlarily causes hurl lo l~imself or a n y  orhcr 
person; or 

(n) cornmils extortion, or wirhou~ proper aulhod~y exacls from 
any person carriage, porterage or provisions; or 

(0) designedly or through ncglecl kills, injurcs, mnkrs away 
with, ill-lreals or loscs his horsc, or any animal usrd in the 
public service; or 

who, while not on acrive scrvicc,- , ... . .  . 
. . .  

(p) disobeys the lawful command of his superior orficcr; or - . .  

( q )  plundcrs, dcslroys. or damages any propeny of any 'kind; or 

(r) bcing n scntry, slccps at his post or quils it without bcing 
rcgulxIy rclicvcd or wiihou t leave; or 

(s) desens or aucnipu to dcscrt thc scrvicc; or 

(I) ncglccts to obzy any bartalion or other orders, or commils any 
acl of omission prejudicial to good order and disciplinc, such i 
act or ornission no1 cons~iruling an offence undcr thc Indian A c I n V o f  

1860. 
Penal Codc or any olhcr Acl in force i n  [[Wesl Bengal], 

shall bc punished w i h  irnprisonmenl for a term which may extend lo onc 
year, or with a iinc no1 exceeding two hundred rupees, or with bo~h. 

8. ( 1 )  A Dislricl Magis~rale or a command on^, or. subjec~ ro the 
conlrol of  [he Comrnandanl, an Assislant Commandant, and, subjccr lo [he 
samc conlrol, an officer not below the n n k  of a Jotttadar comnlanding a 
scparale delachment or an oulpos~ or in tcmporxy command of h e  
bartalion at rhe headquancrs of a district during the abszncc or thc Dislricl 
Magis~ratc. Comrnan'danl and Assistant Commandant, may, wilhout a 
frwmill trial, award to any bugler orsipahi who is subjrc~ to his authoriry, 
any o f ~ h c  following punishments for the commission of any peuy offcnce 
ngninst discipline, which i s  not olherrvisc providcd Tor in this Act, orwhich 
is nnt or n surficienlly serious nalurc 10 call Tor a prosecution bcrore a 
Criminal Cour~,  thal is 10 say- 

(a) i tnprisonrnen~ to ~ h c  cxlcnt ofscven days in thc quarter-guard 
or such other place as may bc considered suilablc, with 
forfeiture of pay and dlowances during irs continuance; 

(b) punishment drill, extra guard, fatiguc or olher duty, no1 
cxcccding rh i r~y  days i n  duration, wilh or without 
con line men^ lo lines; 



(c) forfeiture of pay and allowanocs Tor a period not exceeding 
one monlh. 

(d) Any or rhcsc punishmenrs may be awarded separately or 
in combinarion with any one or more of [he others. 

9. Any rifleman scntcnccd undcr this Act LO imprisonment for a ?fan?cr 
Irnpnson- 

period no1 exceeding three monrhs shnI1, whcn he is also dismissed from ,,,I, 

[lie police force, be i~llprisoned in 11ic ncarcstor such othcrjuil as the '[Slare 
Government] may, by general or spccial ordcr, dirccr, but, when he is not 

, - nlsn dismissed from thal force, he may, if thc convicting court or thc ... 

Disrricr Magislrare so direas, be confined in rhc quxtcr-guard or such 
nlhcr place as the Coun or Magislralc may considcr suitnblc. 

01' 1861. 10. Notwi~hsranding anyling conlained in the Policc Act, 1861, or in 
any orhcr cnaclmenr for the rime being in force. the '[Srare Governmenr] 
may invcslany Commandan1 or Assistant Cotnmandmanl withthcpowcrs 
of a Magislra~c of any class For thc purpose of inquiring into or wing any 
orrcncc committed by ari tlernan and punishablcundcr rhc Policc Acl. 1861, 
or this Act, and any orfcncc commilted by a rifleman npainsr the person or 
property of anolhcr riflcman and punishabte under any section of the 

Acl  XLl1  of Indian Penal Codc or of any othcr Acl in force in ?[West Bengalj. 
I ShO. 

PO~VCK of 
t0nm.m- 
dm's md 
Assislanr 
Comman- 
danls Car 
inquiring 
inlo o~fcnccs 
u~tdcr  tltis I 

and orher 
ACLS. 

11. A Commandant or Assistan1 Commnndanr shall be entirled tn all PriviIcgcs 01 I 

Cumman- 
111e privileges which u policc-officer has under seclions 42 and 43 oi rhe ,la,,, ,,d 

I 01' 1872. Police ACI, l g6 I .  section 125 of lhc Indian Evidence Acl, 1872, and under ~~f~~~~ 
any olher ennclmenl fr rhc timc bcing in  force; dan~s. 

and shall, subject to such rules as the '[State Government] may iron1 
rime 10 dmc makc in this behalf, exercise all thc powers of a Djs~ric~ 
Supcrin~cndent of Police within rhc mcaning or the Police Acl, 1861. 

12. Thc'~StateGovernmen~]may,asrcgardsthcha~ralion,makesuch Powcror 
S l l l t  

ordcrs and rules, consistent with this Acr, as >[it rhinks] expedien~, rclalive G,~,,,,,~ 
lo rhc several malters rcspccting which (he Inspecror-Gencrill or  Policc, 
with the approval of the '[Stare Governrncnt] may. as regards the police 
force, rrarnc orders and rules undcr sccrion 12 of the Police Act, 1861. 

'See fool-norc 7 on page 2 unrc. 

:.'ice foor-no~e 3 on p a p  I rmre. 

'Thc words wirhin squarc bnckcrq were subsiru~rd for thc tvords "they tIiinV' by 
p a m p p h  5(2)  or rhc Corcm~ncni or India ( A d a p ~ a ~ i o n  orlndian Laws) Ordcr, 1937, 



Tllc Eos1cr71 F~otlrier Rqes  (L4csr B e ~ ~ g u l  flarrnlio~r) Act, IgZO. 

[Ben. Act I1 of 1920.1 1 

THE SCHEDULE. i ::. , - . -  
, , 

S tatcment. 

(See sections 3 and 4.) 

Aftrr you havc servcd Tor three years in the Eas~ern Fronricr Rifles 
'[Wesr Bcngnl Baualion], you may at any rimc when noLon activc service, 
apply for your discharge, ~hrough [he officcr LO whom you may be 
suhordinatc, LO acommandanr of rhe Batlalion, or to thc magis~mlc of  rhe 
dislricr in which you may bc scrving; 

and you wi l l  he granled your discharge af~cr two months from Ihe date o l  
your applica~ion, unless your discharge rvould cause Ihc vacancies in rbe 
bartalion Lo cxcccd one-tenlh or the sanc~ioncd strength; in rhnt case you 
musr remain unlil this nbjeclion i s  waived by cornpeten1 aurhorily or 
rcmovcd. Bul whcn on active service you have no claim 10 a dischnrgc and 
you 1nus1 remain and do ynurduty u n ~ i l  rhe necessity Tor relaining you in 
the bn~lalion ceases, whcn you rliay mnkc your appliciirinn in [he rnanncr 
hereinbefore prescribed. In the cvenl or your rc-cnlisrmcnt dtcr  you have 
hccn discharged, you will llnvc nil c la i~~ l  Iorcckvn For pension or any other 
purpose your scrvicc previous lo your disch,usc. 

Signature of olficer in 
acknowledgment of ihc above 
having becn rcnd to l i i~n.  I 

Signed in my presence a i ~ c r  
I had ascertained thar A .  B.  
undcrsrood tllc purport of whnr 
IIC signed. 1 




