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Bengal Act XU of 1923 

[THE ST. THOMAS' SCHOOL ACT, 1923.1' 

AM w DEU Ben. Acl Vm of 194 I. 
Wesi Bcn. Acr XXVII of 1990. 

I (a) Thc Government of India 
(Adaptation a( Indian 
Laws) Ordcr. 1937. 

,411 Acr to provide for !he s~atragert~errr arrdftrrrtre locatio~l of St. Tl~orrras' 
School nr~d for the r~rakirrg over of certui~r Inrldfir the cotrrporurd 01 
Sr. Tlio~~ms ' Cilrr rcll b Calcrrrra lo cerrai~z ecclesias~ical arrrl~urities. 

WHEREAS i t  is cxpcdicnl. in order lo placc thc affairs of St, Thoflns' Prc.unblc. 
, 

School in Calculra (hithcno known as h e  Calcuua Free School) on a legal 
and stable basis, 10 provjdc Tor the managemen1 and future location of thc 
said school and for [he making ovcr of cerlain land for the compound of 
St. Tt~ornas' Church in Calcutta to ccrlain ecclesiastic~l au~hori ties; 

AND WHEREAS Ihc previous sanclion of [he Governor-Gcncral has heen 
5 h. Gm. obtained under seclion XOA, sub-seclion (3). of \he Governrnenl of India 
V. c .  61 : 

7. cro, ACI, to the passing of this Act; 
v. c. 37: 
9 & 10. Gcn. 
V. C. 101.  IL is hereby enac~ed as follows:- 

Preliminary. 

1. ( 1 )  This Acl may be called the St. Thomas' School Act, 1923. Shorl tiilc 
md 

(2) This secrion and section 2 shall comc inlo force a1 once, and the C0C7Fw- 
remaindcr of the provisions of this Act shall cornc into force on such datc' 
as the '[Statc Governrnenl] may, by notificauon in the '[Oflciul Ga:et~e], 
direct. 

'For SIaremrni o f  Objccis and Reasons, see fhc Culc!trt(~ G~i:crre DT 1913. R. IV. 
p a y  3 10; and for pmcccdings in Council, see the Bcngal Lcgisla~ivc Council Proceedings, 
1923, Vol. X11, pagcs 64-67, and VoI. XIII, pagcs 205-207. 

'Thc I l rh Nor-emkr. 1923, see Notificarion No. 3237-Edn., da~ed thc 3rd Novernber, 
1923. publishcd in the Cnlcurtn Gazcrce or thc 7th Novcmbcr, 1923, PI. I ,  page 1671. 

'Thc ~vords "Pmvincid Govcm~ncnt" were originally subsliluled for the words "Local 
Governmcnt" by panpnph 4{1) or the Governmcnt o f  India ( A d ~ p i a ~ i o n  of Indian Laws) 
Ordcr, 1937, and rhcrcartcr thc word "Srare" WJS subsrilurrd far rhc word "Provincial" by 
panmph 4( 1 ) of  (he Adaplalion of b w s  Order, 1950. 

'The words wilhin square b n c k c ~  wercsubsrirurcd Tor thc wards "Culci~rm Gnzerre," by 
pampph .l( 1 ) a( th t  Goremmen~ of India (Adaplarion of I n d m  Lmus) Order. 1937. 



T11c Sf. Tlfwrins' Sclrool Acr, 1923. 

[Den. Act XI11 

Constitution. 
Cun>~iilion 
ol  he 2. ( 1 )  The Governors of SI. Thomas' School (hercinahcr reierrcd ru 
GOV~.,  110r.i as rhc Governors) shall bc- 

'(a) the Bisllop or Calculla; 
?(b) tlic Vice-Prcsidenr of  thc Diocese or  Calcul!a: 
(c) [lie Masler of thc Calculta Trades Associalion for ihc lime 

being; 
(d) one person o l  eilher scx lo be non~ina~rd by [he Bcngal 

Chamber o i  Conirnercc; 
(c) one pcrson nfeirhcr scx 10 be noniinatcd by thc .4nglo-lndian 

and Domiciled Europciln Association of Bcngal; 
.'(f) onc Anglo-Indian Councillor of rhc Calcuua Municipal 

Corporation or, i l  there is no such Councillor, onc person 
belongins to !he Anglo-Indian comnluniry to be nominated 
by the Corporarion; and 

(g) the rollowing pcrsons, of eirhcr sex, bcing members of the 
'[Church of  Nonl~ India,] na~ncly:- 

'(i) rluee pcrsons [obcnomina~ed by the Statc%overnmcnr; 
( i i )  one pcrson 10 be nomina~ed by the veslry of St. Paul's 

CalludraI, Cnlculla; 
(iii) two persons la be nomina~ed by ~ h c  vestry ors t .  John's 

Church, Calcutta; and 
(iv) oneperson lo be nominaled by thc veslry oiSt. Srephcn's 

Church. Kidderpore. 
' ( 2 )  T l ~ c  Governors shall at a weeling co-op1 wjlh-themselves IIVO 

teachers, of eithcrsex, o f S ~  Thomas' School 10 hc elected for the purposc 
of such co-option by the teachers of lhnt scho~l  in  he manner prescribed 
by rulcs made undcr seclion 15, and may at a mecling co-op1 such o111er 
persons, of either sex, no1 cxceedingrhrce i n  numbcr, as thcy may considcr 
necessary; and all pcrsons co-opred undcr this sub-scctinn shaIl bc deemed 
LO he Gavcrnors for thc purposcs of this Act. 

(3) If any or  the bodies referred to in clauses (d), (c) and (fl and sub- 
clnuscs (iii) to (iv) of clausc (g) of sub-section ( 1  ) does not hy such d a ~ c  as 
may bc prescribed by thc "Sira~e Government] naminatc ihc Govcrnors 
oicnlioned rhcrcin, rhc '[State Governmcot] sl~alI norninale qualified 
persons to be such Govcrnors, who shall be drrlmed to bc Governors duly 
nolninn~cd by such bodies. 

'Clau5s (a) tvaq sub.r~itulcd for rhc original clausc by s. ?(I) of the Sr. Thonu' School 
(Xlr!cnJmcnr) Act. lY9D(\Vesi Bcn. Aci XXVll or 1990). 

-Cl.~u~c (b) wa.q subsiiiuled Ior the original clause by s. 33, ibid. 
'Claurc (T) t v x  suhsliluicd Tor ihc original clause by s. 3 3 ) .  ilrid. 
'Tht words wrrhin rhc squurc bnckcrs wcrc suh5ri1urcd for the words "Church or 

En_c!andd by s. 2(1). ibtd 
- Sub-clnusc (il w,u suhsliluisd lorsub-clauscs (i)  m d  Iii) hy par,\. 3 ,and Sch. 1V. to thc 

Go\,tmnwnl u i  lndia (Ad~pralion of 1ndi.m Laus) Ordcr, 1937. 
"Thc word "Slaic" \va< ,ubsriturcd ior rhc word "Provincial" by pangraph J(1) o i   he 

hcl~ptfiliun o i  Lnws Ordrr. l9SK 
.This sub-sccllun (2) \vas bubs~iturcd Tor rhc prcviuils sub-sccrion (1) by S. 7( I )  of  I ~ C  SI. 

Tl1urn:i.i' SchwI (Amcndlnenr) ACI. 1941 (Bcn, Aci VIII 01 194 1). 
'Sce foot-noic 3 on p3gc 115, nnle. 
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the aurhority which no~nina~cd or co-oprcd him may in  cases (b )  to (d) 
dcclare his posr to be vacant and may in cases (a) to (d) norninaleorco-opl, 
as the casc may be. n nciv Govcmor lo fill such vacancy for the unexpired 
remainder or the lcrm [or which such Govcrnor would orherwisc have 
conrinued in office. 

Management and propcrty of St. Thomas' School. 

7. From thc dale when [his section cames into operation-- 
(i) Qle Cnlcur1a Frcc School shall be known as St. Thomas' 

School, and 
( i i )  rhc term of ol-fice or  all persons thcn aaing as Governors flf 

thc school shall ceasc and the Sr. Thomas' School Socicty 
shall cease ro havc any connec~jon w i ~ h  the managernen1 or 
rhc school. 

8. ( I )  All propcrry, rnovablc or immovable, which nl the darc when 
this seclion tames inlo operation appertains la [he Calculla Free School or 
is hcld by oron bchalfof thc persons thcn acring as Governors orthe school 
or by ~ h c  St. Thomas' School Sociely for the purposcs of thc school 
(including thc prenlises specified in [he Firs[ Schedule) shal I. ~ o g e ~ h e r  wirh 
any propeny movable or imrnovablc which may thereahcr he given, 
bequearhed, Lransrcrrcd or acquired for [hc purposes mcnrioned in scction 

I I, vesl as and from such darc in  the Govcrnnrs of Sr. Thomas' School as 
cons~iru~cd by section 3 for thc purposes or [he scl~ool: 

Providcd that the Governors shall apply any funds wlljch up to that datc 
have bccn held in irust for specific purposcs inconnecrion with theschool 
including ~ h c  funds sct fortl~in  he Second Schedule, and any funds which 
may rhercaiter be so hcld, to thc purposes For which thcy arc held in lrust. 

(2) All liabilities which at the said dale havc been incurrcd by [hc 
persons then or thcre~oforc acling as Governors or hy lbe SI. Thomas' 
School Sociery for the purposes of tltc school shall bc deemed Lo be, and 
ilTe hercby drclarcd thereaflcr to be, Iiabiliiies of rhc Govtrnors of St. 
Thomas School as constiluled by scction 3. 

9. Thc Governors are hereby aurllorishcd to carry our lhc removai or 
[he school from the sile i n  Free School Street, where i t  is in par1 loca~ed, 
to such orher sitr: or siles as the Governors may, wilh [he sancrion of [he 
I [State Govcrnrnenrl, delerminc and [he Govcrriors are hcrcby empowcrcd 
in  thar bchalf to scll, lease, mortgage, or orhcrwise dispose of the presenl 
premiscs in Free School Sueet and hc site [hereof and 10 acquire by 
purcl~asc or ntherwisc a sujlable she or sitcs and ro crcct building for the 
purposes of the school as [he Governors may, wid1 Lhc sanclion of ~ h c  
'[Stale govern men^]. dcrcrnline. 



Tile Sr. Ti~ort~as ' Sclronl Act, 1 923. 

10. Thc Govcrnors shall have po\ver from time 10 iime- 

(a) lodclc:atc, suhjccr ru such conditions as [hey think fir, any of 
thcirpowcrs trlhuh-cc~mmittccsconsisringc~fsucl~Go~ernors 
as tl~cp shall think fir: 

(I)) lo appoint a Secrzrary and ro fix his rculunrralion, ilany; and 

(c) 10 appoint such penons as [ l~ey sllall rtlink f i ~  ro employ for 
rhc purposcs of  11ie school (including school-teachers, 
bo ,ud in~ -mi~~~crs ,  milrrons, scrgcnnrs, clcrks, officers and 
servanrs) nnd lo f ix rllcir rcmuflrm~ifln. 

11. Thc purposcs d S r .  Thnn~as'  Scllool are I~rrehy declared to be as 
follows and, save as is otllcrwisc hcrcin provided, all propcrry ~ ~ e s l e d  in 
the Governors by or undcr this ACI shall hc dccrncd tri hc held in lrus[ lor 
[lie said purposes and not or1iurwisc:- 

(1  ) thc maintcnance O F  an eFficient school, and 

(2) thc provision nTa sound educa~ion, with religious insrruclion 
in accordance wilh ~ h c  principles of rhc Church of  England, 
for the children 01 Europcnns and Anglo-Indians: 

Providcd thar in rhc inrerprelation ofthe teri~ls"Eurpoearl" 
and "Anglo-Indian" rhc Govcrnors shall hnvc duc rcgard ro 
any defini~ion of thosc rcrrns which may hc includcd in thc 
Code of Regulations for Europcan Scl~ools. 

12. Thc Govcrnors shall not be precluded by any provision in tllis Act 
from con lbrming to any rcgulalions which r tie '[Slate Governmenr] tnay 
impose as rhe condirions or a grant of money to the school. 

Power ro 
Govcri~nrs lo 
dslt~alr. 
rhcir p o w c s  
and to 
appoinl 
icnchcs and 
orliccrs. 

ma kin^ ovcr of land for the conlpound of 
St. Thomas' Church. 

13. ( 1 )  The Governors are rurthzr authoriscd in such manner as [hey Compound 
or SI. dcern fit 10 makc ovcr to. and to vesi in, ~ I I Z  Lord Bistiop olCnlcurta and 

rhc Archdeacon or Calcutta conjointly such land (thc propcrry or  ~ h c  Church. 

Governors), adjaccnr to St. Thomas' Church and no1 cxcccding, when 
raken togethcr r v i ~ h  [he land consecreted with thc SI. Thomas' Church 
huilding. two highas in all, as they may deem tfl hc ncccssary lor rhc 
convenienr uscr ofthat Church for the purposes of rhr Church orEngland. ! 

'Set Cool-nolc 3 on page 11.5, ntltc. ! 
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( 2 )  Thc boundaricsof such land shall bedelineated on the ground and 
approved by thc l[State Governmen11 beforc aclion is talrcn by the 

c, 
Govcrnors under sub-scaion ( 1 ) .  

Provident Fund. 

.. P P M C ~  lV  
Gnwmors ru 

14. The Governors~~iay, xvilh rheapproval o f ~ h c  '[S~arc Govcrnmcnt], 
csrqlrlish 3 cslablish a providcnl fund or providenr funds l o r  [he bcneiir ol' their 
~ ~ r o v i d c ~ j i  

, Ihndor ~cachers, olhcr officers or servants (appointed in accordance with the 
I'~IIILIS. provisions oC this Act) and may compel all or any of such teachers, 

officcrs and servants ro contribute lo, and may make supplcmenlary 
cclnrriburions to, such providenl fund or funds and make paymenls 
~hcreoul in accordance with Ihc rules of such fund or ft~nds. 

Rrwr ro 
C;ovcrr~ua to 

15. The Govcrnors may from lime lo rime make rulcs for any of the 
~ n a k c  rulcs. folloi'r'ing P U I . ~ U S C S ,  namc1y:- 

(a) for their own guidance and for ~ h c  conduct olrheir business; 

?(aa) prr-scribing rhc manncr in w h ~ h  \he elcaion ~cferred to in 
sub-scclion (2) ofsecrion 2 shall bc held; 

(b) to dercrminc the pcrsons by whom orders Tor pnymenr u l  

money, uontracls. rransrcrs and othcr documents may be 
signed on behalf of ihc Govcrnors; 

(c) for ~ h c  managemcni and conaoI of the school in all its 
deparlments including any hoslcl [ha1 may be esrablished in 
connetlion with lhc school; 

(d) rcgularing ~ l ~ c  procccdings of sub-commir~ecs; 

(c) prcscribing Ihc ralcs and rhe condirions under which 
ctmrributions may be paid by rhcGovcrnorsnnd chcir officers, 
rcachcrs and servanls lo the provident fund or Funds which 
may bc established undcr s c t h n  14, ilrtrl dcicrmining thc 
conditions of paymcn~s Irom such Fund or funds. 



The St. Tlionras' School A cr. 1923. 

(Tfle Firsr atrd Seco~ld Scfredrrler.) 

THE FIRST SCHEDULE 

(Sec section 8.) 

( 1 )  With r he exceprion of the St. Thomas' Church building and  he 
land consccrared therewith, rncasuring one hundred and eighteen feel by 
fifly-nine feel, thc site with buiIdings thereon known as rhc CalcuttaFree 
School, situated at 58, Free School Street, 28, Marquis Sucet, and 6, 
Marquis Lane, Calcu~ta, measuring aboul ~hirly-one bighas, and bounded 
as ioI1ows:- 

"On the north by pucca houses, a small Church known as 
St. Joseph's (Madrasi) Chapel and Marker Street; on the 
south by a house and Marquis Street; on the cast by a house 
and Collin Streel (formcrl y culled Colljnga Bazar Street); 
and on the west by Frec School Street.". 

(2) Thc leasehold of ~ h c  land and buildings, known as Kidderpore 
House, situntcd on 4, Diamond Harbour Road in Kidderporc in the district 
of ZCParaganas, containing an arca of twenty-one decimal nought four 
acres or therc abouts, and boundcd as follows:- 

"On the norlh by St. Stephen's Church compound and 
Government land of thc Carrle Markel, on [hc noflh-east 
comer by rhe Orphangunge Road; on theeas~ by the premiscs 
of the Zoological Gardens and h e  Mc~corologlcal Observalory 
compound; on h e  south by the land of the lines of [he 
Governor's Bady Guard; and on the west by the compound of 
St. Stephen's Parsonage and Diamond Harbour Road.". 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE 

(See section 8.) 

List of Funds. 

1. Providenl Fund. 

2. Rcliring Allowance Fund. 

3. Apprenuce Fund. 

4. Thompson "Rex Ludorum" Fund. 

5. Samuel Benjamin TayIor Fund. 




