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Bengal Act I of 1927
[THE CALCUTTA VEHICLES ACT, 1927.]'

[ (a2} The Government of India
(Adaptation ol Indian
Laws) Ocder, 1937.

ADAFTED . (b) The Indian Independence
{Adaptation of Bengal and
Punjab Acts) Order, 1948,

(c) The Adaptation of Laws
Order, 1950,

[2th Ocleber, 1927.]

An Act to provide for the better comtrol of horse-drawn vehicles in
Calenitta. -

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for the belicr conlrol of horse-
drawn vehicles in Calcutta;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

PART 1
Preliminary.

1. (1) This Act may be called the Calcutta Vehicles Act, [927.
{2) Inshall apply in the (irst instance only 1o Calcutta.
(3) It shall come into force on such date? as the [State Government]

may, by notification, direct.

2. The [S1ate Government] may, by notification—

(a) ecxtend this Act or any portion thereof, to any town or local
area other than Calculla; and

'For Siatement of Objects and Reasons, see the Calenita Gazette ol 1927, Pt 1V,
page 44; and for proceedings in Council, see the Proccedings of the Bengal Legislative
Council, 1927, Yol. XXVI, page 169.

*This Acl came into force on the 151 August, 1928—vide Notification No, 3263PL., dated
the 20th June. 1928, published in 1he Calensa Gazerre of 1928, Pu. 1, page 1419.

*The words "Provincial Gevermment™ were ariginally substituted for the words “Lacal
Govermment” by paragraph 4(1) of the Govemment of India (Adaptation of Indian Laws)
Crder, 1937, and therzalier the word “State” was substituted for the word “Provincial” by
paragraph 4(1) of the Adaptalion of Laws Order, 1950.
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The Caicutta Vehicles Act, 1927,

{Part i.—Preliminary.—Section 3.—Part H.—Provisions of
General Applicarion.—Section 4.

{b) exclude irom, or include in, Calcutta or any other Lown or
lacal area to which this Act is extended under clause (a), any
local area in the vicinity of the same and delined in the
nolification:

Provided that ne notilicadon under Lhis section shali be published in
respect of any areaincluded inaMilitary Cantonment withautthe previous
sanction of the ‘{Ceniral Government):

Provided also that, before finally publishing any notificalion underLhis
section, the *[State Government] shall publish a draft of 1he same in such
manner as itmay think fit, and rale-payer or inhabitant of the area affected
by such draft may, if he objects to thedraft, submit his objection in wriling
lo the *[Stale Governmenl] within six weeks [rom its publication, and the
[State Government] shall rake such objection into consideration.

3. Inthis Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
conlext,—

(1) “Calcutta” means subject ta the exclusion or inclusion ofany
locat area by nelilication under clause (b) of sectian 2, the
area described in Schedule 1 w0 the Calculla Municipal
Act, 19234,

(2) “notification” means anotification published in the ‘[ Official
Gazetsel,

(3) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules under this Act;

(4} "public place” means 2 road, sireet, way of viher place,
whether athoroughfare or not, 1o which the publicare granted
access or over which they have a right (o pass;

(5) “vehicle” means any wheeled vehicle drawn by a horse or
horses and used for the canveyance of human beings: but
does notinclude a hackney carrisge as defined in section 4 of
the Calcutta Hackney-carriage Act, 1919,

PART 11

Provisions of General Application.

4. (1) Nopersonunder the age of cighteen years shall drive a vehicle
in any public place.

(2) No owner or person in charge of a vehicle shall allow any person
under the age of eighteen years to drive the same in any public place; and
in the event of a contravention of sub-section (1), the Court may presume
that the vchicle was driven with the consent of the owner or person in
charge.

1The word2 Withinsquart brackets wene subsiluted forthe words “Govemer General 1n

Council”. by paragroph 4( [} of tha Government of India (Adapiation of Tndian Laws) Cuder,
1937,

1Sec foot-notc 3 on page 147, inie,

IThz Calcunia Municipal Ace,. 1923 was repealed and re-cnacled by the Calculta
Municipal Act, 1951 (West Ben. Act XX XTI of 1951) and this neference should now bn
construzd as a reference o the laner Act.

“The words withim square brackels were substiiuied forthe words “Celentia Gazene' by
paragvaph 4{1) of the Govemment of India (Adaptation of [ndian Laws) Ordur. 1937,
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The Calcutia Vehicles Act, 1927,

{Part H.—Provisions of General Application.—Secrions 5, 6.—
Part Il —Licensing and Control —Sections 7-11.)

8. The person in charge of a vehicle shall cause the vehicle to stop
and 1o remain stationary so Jong 1s may resonably be neccssary—

(a) whenrequired (o do so by any police-offtcer for the purpose
of regolating traffic or of nscertaining his name and address
with a view 1o prosecuting such person under this Act or for
any purposeconnecicd with the enforcement of the provisions
of this Act or the rules thereunder, or

(h) when he knows or has reason (o belicve that an accident has
occurred 10 any person or 10 any animal or conveyance in
charge of a person owing 1o the presence of the vehicle, and
he shall also give bis name and address and the name and
address of the owner of such vehicle, to any police-officerin
uniform present or 10 any person reasonably requesting such
names and addresses.

6. Whoeverdrivesavehicle inapublic place recklessly or negligently,
orataspeed or in amanner which is dangerous Lo the public, having regard
Lo all the circumslances ol the ¢ase, including the nature, condition and usce
ofthe place, and the amounlt of traffic which actually is at the time or which
might reasonably be expecled Lo be, in the place, shall, on conviclion, be
punishable with fine which may extend 1o five hundred rupees.

PART III

Licensing and Control.

7. No person shall drive a vehicle in a public place unless he is
ticensed in the prescribed manoer, and no owner or pecson in charge of a
vehicle shall allow any person who is not so licensed Lo drive it.

8. The holder of 2 licence shall not allow it to be used by any other
person.

9. The driver of a vehicle shall produce his licence upon the spot
when required by any police-officer w0 do so.

10. Every licence Lo drive 4 vehicle shall be valid in such area as may
be specified therein,

1I. (1) Theowncrofevery vehicleshall causcittoberegisicredinthe
prescribed manner.

(2} Suchregistration shall be valid in such area as may be specificd in

thr rartifieats AF ramicientinn
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150 The Calcurta Vehicles Act, 1927,
[Ben. Act !

(Part lll.—Licensing and Comtrol.—Section 12.)

E;::‘fffr 12. (1) The'[State Government], subjectio the condition of previous

il = N . - -

Government  publication, shall make rules for the purposc of carrying into effect the

‘rg]“lﬂh‘ provisions of this Acl and of regulaling, in the whole or any part of *| West
U,

Bengal), the use of vehicles or any class of vehicles in public places.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generalily of the
foregoing powers, the '[State Governmenlt] may make rules for all or any
of the following purposcs, namely:—

(a) providing for the registration of vehicles, and the conditions
subject 1o which they may be registered, the fees payable in
respecl of an incidental to registration, the notification of any
changes of ownership, and the areain which, and the durarion
for which, certificates of registration shall be valid;

(b) providing for facilitating the identification of vehicles by the
assignment to them of distinguishing numbers and the :
displaying upon them of number and name plates, or in any i
other manner; ‘

{c) regulating the canstruction and equipment of vehicles,
including the provision and use of lights, bells or other
appliances;

(d) preseribing the authority by which, and the conditens subject
to which, drivers of vehicles or any class of such drivers may ;
be licensed, the foes payable in respect of such licenses, and
the area within which, and the duration for which licenses
shall be valid;

(e} prescribing the authority by which, and the conditians and
limitations subject to which, licenses may be suspended or
cancelled;

(f) prescribing the precautions to be observed when vehicles are
standing in any public place;

(g) prohibiling or regulating the driving of vehicles in public
places, where their usec may, in the opinion of (he '[State
Government], be atlended with danger or inconvenience Lo
the public;

(b} prescribing the authorily who shall give and 1he manner of
giving the notice refecred to in scetion 13; and

(i) providing generally for the prevention ol danger, injury or

annoyance o the public or any person, or of danger or injury
to property, or of obstruction to traffic.

'See [ool-note 3 on page 147, ante.

“The words "West Bengal™ were subsiiluied for she word “Bengal” by paragraph {2} of
Anicle 3 of the Tndian Independeace { Adaptation of Beagal and Puniab Acts) Ocder. 1948,



of 1927.]

The Calcutta Veliicles Act, 1927.

{Part IH —Licensing and Control—Sections 13, 14—
Part W —Miscellaneous.—Sections 15-17.)

(3) All rules made under this section shall be published in the
\Official Gazette]; and, on such publication, shall have effectasif enacied
in this AclL.

13. The prescribed authority shall give, in the prescribed manner,
public notice of any rule, made by the *{S1ate Government] under sectian
12, prohibiting or regulating the driving of vehicles in any public place;
and for the purpose of giving clfect 10 any such rule, shall display
conspicuous notices at or near the place lo which the rule refers.

14. The *{Siate Government] may, by aotification, exclude any area
specificd in such notification from the operation of this Parl; and may, by
a like nolification, exempt either generally or for a specified period any
vehicle or class of vehicles from the operatian of all orany of the provisions
of this Part.

PART IV

Miscellaneous.

15.  Whoever contravenes any of the provisions of this Act or of any
rule made thereunder shall, if no other penalty is elsewhere provided in this
Act [or such contravention, be punishable with finc which may extend to
one hundred rupeces, and, in the evenl of such person having been
previously convicted of an offence under this Act or any rule made
thereunder, with fine which may extend o two hundred rupecs.

16. No Court inferior 1o that of a Presidency Magistrate or a
Magistrate of the second class shall try any offence punishable under this
Act or any rule made thereunder.

17. (1) The *|Suate Governmenl] may ** * * declare any
persondisqualified for abtaining alicence under this Acteither permanently
or for such period as it thinks [it.

(2) The prescribed suthority may subject to such conditions and
{imiitations as may be prescribed, cancel or suspend any licence granted
under this Act.

(3) Any Courtby which any person is convicted of an offence against
the provisions of this Act or any rule made thereunder or of any offence in
conneclion withthe driving of a vehicle shall, il such person holds a licence

'See fool-note 4 on page 148, ante.

*8¢e foot-nole 3 on page 147, ante.

*The words “in ils discrelion™ were omitted by parm. 3 and Sch. 1Y (o the Govemment of
India {Adaplanon of Indian Laws} Order, [937.
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152 The Calentta Vehicles Act, 1927, !
{Ben. Act I of 1927.]
{Purt IV.—Misceifaneous.—Section 17.)
under Lhe Acl, causc particulars ui Lhe conviction 1o be endorsed thereon
and may, in respect of such person and ol s licence, if any, exercise the

like powers as are conferred by sub-section {1} ou the '[Stawe Govarnment |
and by sub-section (2) on the prescribzd authorily:

g

Provided thal no order made by a Cour! under this sub-section shail
alfect any person ar hicence for a period exceeding one year from the date
of such convictian.

{(4) Any Court before whicl the holder of a licence uacder this Act is
accused of :any offence mentioned in sub-section (3) mnay suspend such
licence until Lthe termination of the proceedings helore it.

(5) Acopyofeveryorderof cancellation, suspension ordisqualification
mitde undcr this secttan in respect afl alicence ac the holder of o licence
shall be endarsed on he licence, and a copy of every endorsement, in
accurdance with the provisions of this section, shall he sent to the authority
by which such licence has been granted.

(6) Everyhalderolalicence shall, whencalled upon o do so, produce
his licence before any authority acting under this section.

{7) A person whose licence has been cancelled or suspeaded in
accordance with the provisions of this seetion, shall, during the period for
which such ordes of cancellatiun has effect, or during ibe pesiod of
suspension, as the case may be, be disqualificd for obtaining a licence.

{8) No person whose licence has been endorsed or who has been
disqualified for ohtaining a licence shall apply for, or oblain, a licence
without giving pasticulars of such cndorsernent or disqualification.

'See foct-nawe 3 on page 147, anie.






