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Bengal Act I of 1927 
[THE CALCUTTA VEHICLES ACT, 1927.1' 

(a] The Government of India 
(Adaprarion or Indian 
h w s )  Ordcr, 1937. 

(b) The Indian Indcpcndcncc 
(Adaptarion of BengaI and 
Punjab Acts) Order, 1948. 

(c)  Thc Adnpration of Laws 
Ordcr, 1950. 

An Acr to provide for the berrer cotrtrol of Irorse-drolr~11 1~efric1e.r irr  
Cl~lcrrttu. , , 

WHERF~~S it i s  expedient to provide for ~ h c  bcucr conlrol of horse- 
drawn vehicles in Calcurtn; 

It is hcreby cnactcd as i01lows:- 

PART 1 

Preliminary. 

1 .  ( 1 )  This Acl may bc callcd thc Calculra Vehicles Act, 1927. Shon tillc. 
exieni and 

(2) 11 shall apply in thc firs1 insrancc only to Calcutta. commence- 
mem. 

- . -  
(3) It shall come inlo force on such date'- as rhc '[Stntc Government] 

may. by notification, direct. 

2. Thc '[Slalc Governmcnl] may, by norificarion- Funhcr 

(3) cxtcnd [his Act or any portion thcrcof, ro any [own or local ~~~~~~a 
area orher lhan Calculla; and 

'For Sla~crncnt of Objecrs and Rczons. 5ee rhr: Cnlc~rrm Gnierre or 1927, PI, IV, 
p a y  44: and Tor proceedings in Council. .Tee tlic Prcxcedings of  thc Bengd Legislalive 
Council. 1'117. Vol. X X V I ,  paEc 169. 

'This Aci came inro lorce on thc Is1 Augus~. 1928--vide Noiilicaiion No, 3263Pl., datcd 
the 71rh June. 19?R, published in lhz Calc~r~r(~ Gurerre of 1928, Pr. I ,  pagc 14 19. 

'Thc words "Provincial Govcmmeni" wcrc originally subsrirurcd for rhc words "Local 
Govcmrncnt" by pangraph 4(1) of ihc Govcmmcni or India (Adap~niion of  Indian Laws) 
Ordcr. 1937, and ~hcrcarlcr ihe word "Sratc" w a  subsiiturcd for thc word "Provincial" by 
p.mgnph 4(1) ofrhc Adapralion o f h w s  Ordcr, 1950. 



The Calctrtta Vehicles Act, 1927. 

(Purl I.-Prclitr~itmtp.-Secriot~ 3.-Por~ 11.-Pro~,isiotrs of 
General A p p l i ~ ~ r l r i o ~ ~ . - S e ~ r i o t ~  4.) 

(b) exclude from, or include in ,  Calcutra or any orher [own or 
local area ro ivllich this Act is esrcnded undcr clause (a), any 
local area in  the vicinity of [he same and defined in thc 
nolifica~ion: 

Providcd [hill no noiiEcauon undcr this section shall bc published in  
rcspecr ofany areaincIuded in aMiIitary Canronment wilhoutrhcprevious 
sanction of the 'ICeniral Government]: 

Provided also rl~nl .  before finally publishing any notifica~ion underlhis 
scclion, rhe'[Sralc GovernmcnQ shnll publish a draft of  he same in such 
manner ns il may [hink fit, and ra~e-paycr or inhabilanl or  [he area affected 
by suchdralr rrriiy, if  hr: abjecis to Ihcdrali, submit his objection in wril ing 
lo thc2[S~ale govern men^] within six w e e h  from itspublicarion, and [he 
'[Slate Govemrnen~] sllall rakc such objccri~n inro considcrnrion. 

f Ben. Act 

LXfini~io~ls,.  3. I n  [his Act, unlcss t hcrc is any~hing rcpugnanr in the subjccr or 
con lexl,-- 

( I ) "Cnlcurra" mcans subject lo h c  cxclusion 01. inclusion or any 
loci11 area by naliLcadon under clause (b) of secrion 2, thc I 
srer described in Schedul~ I ro ihc Calcuuo Municipal Bcn. iict It1 1 
Act, 1923.'; or 1931. I 

(2) "nolifica~ion" mcans a noli ticalion published in llle '[Oflcinl I 

Gaterrc]; 
( 3 )  "prcscribcd" means prescribed by rulcs undcl- [his Acl; 
(4) "public place'' means a road, swcei, or r)\lltr plxc, 

whcrher a rhoroughfare ornot,  lo which the public aregranted 
access nr ovcr which thcy l~auc a right to pass, 

(5) "vehicle" means any wheelcd vehicle drawn hy a horse nr 
horscs and uscd For Ihe conveyance oF human bcings: but 
docs not includea hnckncy cmiligcas dcfincd in sccrion 4 of Ben. Act 1 of 
thc Calcutra Hackney-cmiagc Act, 19 19. 1919. 

PART 11 

Provisions of Gcneral Application. 

Prohibition 4. (1) No pcrson undcr lhe age ofcighrecn years shall drivc a vehicle 
or drivi~ig 
vlrhiclcs hy in any public place. 
~ r s o n s  (2) No owner or pcrson i n  charge of a vehicle shall allow any person 
I I ~ ~ L ~ T  undct the age olcighrcen ycars lo drivc the same in any public place; and 
cigbcsn. in the event ola contnvcnrion or sub-secrion (11, the Court may prcsumc 

rhal the vchicle was driven with the consen1 of rhc owncr or person i n  
cllargc. 

"Ik~orbsWivithmT~uiut hr~clttbarrr subslilureQforlhc ivord~^Cbvernor Gencmlln 
Council". by p ~ a ~ m p h 4 (  t)oi~hrGnvcmrnent of Indin(Adnptnr~on orlndian Laws) 01dcr ,  
1937. 

'.Tee I ~ I - ~ O I C  3 on p y e  147, rrrrtt, 
'Tk Cdcurt~, hiunicipl Act,. 1913 was rcpcalrd xnd rc-cnaclcd by Ihc Calculra 

Municipal Act, 1951 (Wesr Bcn. Act XXXll l  n i  Is51 ) and this rcr%cncc should now br: 
connru:d as 3 rck~cncc 10 rhc lancr Act. 

Th:: wo& within squmt bnckelswrresubsti~u~cd forthe wordsUCnkrrtru Gnzerre" by 
p m p p h  4(1) ofthe Govcmrncn~ of India (Adlpi3rion oi Indian Lpivs) Ordcr. 1937. 



Tire Crrlcrtttu Vehicles Acr. 1927. 

(Prrri 11,-Provkiurrs of Get~ernl Applicurio~1.Secrior1r 5, 6.- 
Part llI.-Lic-e~uirrg arid Cuntro1.-Secrio~rs 7-1 1.) 

t: 5. Thcpcrsoninchargcolavehic1eshallcauseIhevchiclcroslop Du~yroslop 
and lo rel~lain srarionary so long as may rcsonably be neccssary- vchiclr for 

rc y laling 
(a) when rcquircd lo do so by any policc-officer for thr purpose ~ " f f i c ~ d i n  

cast or 
of regulaling lraific or of naccrtaining his name and addrcss ,,,id,,,. 
with a view to prosecuting such person undcr Lhis Act or for 
any purp~seconncclcd wirh thecnforccment of rhc provisions 
of [his Acr or [he rulcs thereunder, or 

(h) whefl he knows or has reason 10 belicvc thal an accidcnl has 
occurred lo any person or lo any animal or conveyance in 
charge of a pcrson owing 10 thc presence or thc vehicle, and 
hc shall also givc his name and address and lhc name and 
nddrcss of the owner of such vchicle, to any police-officer in 
uniform presenl or 10 any person reasonably rcqucsting such 
names and addrcsscs. 

6. Wl~oevcr drivesa vehiclc in apublicplaccrccklessly or negligently, ~rcl;lcss 

or at a spccd or i n  a rnnnner whicll is dangerous 10 thc public. having regard d''i"g. 

Lo all the circumslances or  t hc case, including rhe narurc. cundi~ion and usc 
oFtheplace, and ~heamounlof traffic whichncrually is alrhclimcnr which 
misht r c x o n a b l y  bc cxpccled Lo be, in  the placc, shall, on conviction. be 
punisl~ablc wilh fine which may exrend lo five hundred rupces. 

PART III i 
! 

Licensing and ControI. 

7. No person shall drive a vehiclc in a public place unless he is  Li~~nsingoF 
drives. licensed in h e  prescribed manner. and no owner or pcrson in charge of a 

vehicle shall allow any person whn is  no1 so licensed to drivc it. 

8. The holder ora licence shall not allow it ro he used by any other T m s k  of 
liccncc. 

person. 

9. The driver or a vehicle shall produce his liccnce upon the spot Roduclion 

when requircd by any police-officer 10 do so. of licence. 

I .  10. Evcry licence to drive rr vehjclc shall be valid in such area as may Evrcnl of 
validity of ! bc specified Ihcrcin. licence of 
dnwr. 

11. ( 1 ) The owncr olevery vehicle shalI causc i t lo beregisicrcd in the Rcgislmion , 

or vehicle,. prescribed manner. 

(2) Such regisuation shat l be valid in such arcn as may be specjficd in 
,h,. ~ " ~ l ; L " ~ r ~  -f ,nn;r4r,r:n, 



The Caicrtrto Vchicles Act, 192.7. 

[Ben. Act I 

(Pa rr Ill. -lice~lsirrg mlrl Corrlt-01.-Secfiofz 12.) 

- Po~\.c.r or 
StaK f: 

12. ( I )  ThcLIStateGovcmmenl], subjccllo [he condition ofprcvious 
G~vcmalfnI publica~ion, shall make rules for the purpose of carrying into effzcr rhc 
to ~nakc 
rulcc, 

provisions of this Acl and of regulaling, in the whole or any pal  of2[Wes~ 
Bcngal]. the usc OF vehiclcs or any class of vehiclcs in public plnccs. 

(21 In particular, and without prejudice to [he gcneralily of thc 
foregoing powers. the '[Slatc ~ovemrnknl] may make ruIcs for all or any 
of i11e following purposes, namely:- 

(a) providing for the rcgistralion of vehicles, and the condi~ions 
subject to which [hey may be registered, [he kcs payable in 
respec1 of an incidental lo registm~ion, !he norificnlion of any 
changes orownership. and the area in which. and thc duration 
for which, certificates of rcgislration shall be valid; 

(b) providing for facilitating thc idcntilica~ion of vehicles by rhc 
assignmcnr lo them of dislinguishing numbcrs and the 
displaying upm them of number and name plalcs, or in any 
orhcr manner; 

(c) regulating thc cansrruction and equipmcnl of vehiclcs, 
including the provision and usc of lights, bells or othcr 
appliances; 

(d) prescribing ~ h c  authori~y by which, and thecondilions subject 
lo which, drivers of vel~iclcs or any class of such drivers may 
be liccnsed, the fccs payablc in  respect of such licenses. and 
the area wilhin which, and the duration for which licenscs 
shall be valid; 

(c) prescribing [he authority by which, and thc conditions and 
limitalions subject ro which, licensch may be suspcnded or 
cancelIed: 

( f )  prescribing rhc prccau~ions lo hc observed rvhcn vehiclcs arc 

standing in any public placc; 

(g) prohibiling or regulating [he driving of vehiclcs in public 
places, where their usc may, in the opinion or [he '[Stare 
Governrncnt], be ar~cnded wilh danger or inconvenience 10 

thc public; 

(h) prescribing thc aurhorily who shall givc and the manner of 
giving thc notice rclcrred to in scction 13: and 

(i) providing generally for thc prevention or danger, injury or 
annoyancc ro the public or any person, or of dangcr or injury 
to property, or of obsuuction to vnific. 

'Set fool-nore 3 on page 147, rrr~re. 
'Thc words "Wcst Bcngal" rvcrc subs~ilu~cd lor \he word "Rcngd" by pmgnph  (2) or 

Anicle 3 ofrhc h d i ~  lndcpcndrncc (Adaprarion 01 Bcneal and Pl~niah Acls) Ordcr. 1948. 



(Pnrl I l l . -L icc~~s i r~g  orrd Cot~~roh-Secrioru 13, 14.- 
Pnrr IV.-Misccllarreorrs.-Sec~ior~s 15-1 7.) 

(3) All ruIcs made under this scction shall be published in the 
- .  

- ,  - . -  
ti i[OJ7cial Go;cI;c]: and,on suchpublicndon, shall haveeffecr as ifcnncted 

in [his Act. 

13. The prescribed nurhorily shall give, in ~ h c  prcscribcd manner, Pasring of 

public notice of a n y  rule, made by rhe ?[State Govcrnrnen~] under scctian 
12, prnhibiting or regulating the driving of vchicles in any public placc: 
and Tor thc purpose of giving crrcct 10 any such rule, shall display 
conspicuous notices a l  or near ~ h c  plncc 10 which [he rulc rcrcrs. 

. - 
14. Thc ?{Slate Governmentl may, by nolification, cxcludc any area Power ro 

Slate . , 

spccilicd in such norification from the operarion of this Pnrl; and may, by Go,,ernment 
a likc nolification, exempt ci~hcr generally or far a specified period any iocxcludc 

a m  and to vchicle or class of vchjclcs from the operation orall or any of  he provisions ,,,,,pl 
of this Part. whiclrs from , 

this Pam- 

PART IV I 
Miscellaneous. 

IS. Wt~oever contravcncs any of the provisions or this ACL or of any Pcnaltirs. 

rulc made thereunder shall, if no o~hcr  penalty is elsewhcrc provided in this I 

Act (or such conrravention, bc punishable with finc which may exlend lo 
one hundred rupccs, and, in [he event of such pcrson having bccn 
previously conviclcd of an offence undcr this Act or any rulc made 
~hereundcr, with fine which may extend to two hundred rupccs. 

16. No Court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrare or a Copismcc , . . 
8 - 

. . - .  
Magismate of the second clnss shall rry any offencc punishable under !his OrorrCncCs' 

- , - -  . 

Act or any rule made hereunder. 

17. ( 1 )  The !ISlate Government] may 3* * * dcclare any 
person disqualified forabtaininga liccnceunder [his Act cilhcr pcmanently 
or for such period as it thinks fit .  

(2) The prescribed authority may subject lo such condirions and 
[inlitations as may bc prescribed, cancel or suspcnd any licence granted 
under this Acl. 

(3) Any Court by which any pcrson is convicted of an oircnce against 
~ h c  provisions of this Act or any rule made rhereundcr or of any oifencc in 
connection wi th die driving of a vehiclc shall, ilsuch person holds a liccncc 

Cancellxion 
and 
auspcnsion 
or liccncc 
rind 
disqudifica- 
tion Inr 
obtaming 
liccncc. 

'See fool-notc 4 on page 138, unte. 
'Sce foot-no~e 3 on page 147. u~rte. 
IThc words "in i ~ s  discrelion" were omitted by p a n .  3 m d  Sch. IV lo Ihz Govcm~ncnt of 

India (Adaplmion or Indian h w s )  Ordur, t937. 



Tl~r. Crrlcrr IIU Vc/tic-/es Act, 1927. 

(lien. Act I of 1927.1 

(Putt I V . - ~ ~ I ~ C ~ ~ ~ ~ I I C ~ I ~ ~ . - . ~ L * ~ * I ~ O I ~  17.) 

under ihe ACI, cnusc pnrticulnrs vl'  he convicrion to bc endorscd ihcreon 
ri and may. in rcspecr of such person and or his liccncc, i f  any, exercise thc 

like powcrs as :)re cniifcrred by sub-scc~ion ( I )  url ~ h z  '[Staic C;ov:rnrnenLl 
and by sub-secrion (2) on the prcscrib~d authority: 

Pruvided [bat no nrdcr made by a Courl under this sub-seclinn shall 
aTfecl nny person or l ~ e n c c  lor a pcriod cxcceding onc ycrr from thc d i m  
or  such conviction. 

(4) Any Courr bzrorc which r l ~ c  holdcr of n Iicencc unc1e.r this Acl is 
accused of :lily offence ~nentioncd in sub-secrior~ (3) may suspcnd such 
licence un~il  he rcnninarion 01 rhc proceedings helbre it. 

( 5 )  Acopy oievcry order i~fcancellalion, suspensi on ordisqualilicnrion 
1u;ide undcr [his section i n  rcspecl al :I liccnct? or rhe hol&r af il 1' lccnce 
st~nll bc endorscd on tltc liccncc. and a copy of every cndorsemenr, in 
acoclrdnncc tvi111 the provisions of [his scction, sl~ull hc sent ro the authorily 
hy which such liccncc has bcen :ranred. 

(6) Every hnlrlcr ora liccncc shall, whcncallrld upuu roclo SO. produce 
his liccncc before any aurhorily nciing under this scclion. 

(7) A persvn \vliose licencc has bcen cnncclled or suspcndcd i n  
accordance with thc provisinns or [his sccrion, shalI, during the period for 
i v l ~ i c l ~  sucll ordcr {II ci~r~cclla\iur\ hus cfkcl, or during Ih'e period ol 
suspension, as l l ie  case niay he, bc disqunlificd for obtaining a licencc. 

(8) No pcrson whose licence has hcen cndorsrd or who has been 
d~squalified Tor ohraining a liccmc shall apply ror, or obtain, a liccncc 
withour giving pilrticular~ of such cndorselncnt os disqualifrcalion. 




