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Bcngal Act X of 1932 

[THE BENGAL OPIUM SMOKING ACT, 1932.1' 

(a) Thc Govern~ncnr of Indin 
( A d a p ~ a ~ i o n  or I n d i a n  
Laws) Ordcr, 1937. 

(h) Thc lndian Independence 
(Adaplalion ofBcngal and 
Punjnb Acts) Ordcr, 1948. 

(c) The Adnpriiiion of L i ~ r v s  

Ordcr, 1950. 

Air A cr IU pr-ovid~~d Jflr /Ire L.UII I~O/ of rhe practice of s ~ ~ ~ o k i r t g  prepat'ccl 
oplt~l~l; 

WHEREAS i r  is expedient 10 control the pracricc o f  s m o k i n g  prepxcd 
opium in Bcngnl; 

c ant1 6 GCO: AND WHCR~IS I ~ C  previous sanction oilhe Govcrnor Gcncral has bcrln 
', ' 'I' obr i i incd undcr suh-section (3) orscc~ion 80A af tllc Governincnr of India h .~n;l 7 Gco 
\I. C. 37: Acl to thc passing of this Acl; 

and 10 
tick). v. 11 is hcrcby enacled as rol1ows:- 
C .  lrll 

1. ( I )  This Acl may he callcd the Bcngal Opium Snloking 
Act, 1932. 

(2) Ir cxicnds l o  rhc wllolc of ?[West Dcngal]. 
( 3 )  I t  shall come into rorce in s u c h  local nrcils and on such da~cs  as the 

?ISlare Governmcnlf may, hy no!ilicationl. direct, and rtjz ?[State 
Governincntj may, by norification, withdraw [ h i s  Act from any local arm. 

2. In [his ACI, unlcss there is anything repugnant in [lie subjccl or 
contexl- 

( 1 )  "notilicarion" means a notification published in ~ h c  
5[OJ/7cir~l Gazet~e]; 

'For Sm~u~nrn~olObjcc~s andRcasons.scethc Cixlcrr#rfr Gc~zetrcot 1931. P I .  IV ,  pngc5-1: 
b;r rcpon or I hs Sc1cr.t Cornmiltcc, .rec 1lri.4. 193?. H. IV,  pagc 92: anti !"or Proceedings in 
Coun.:il, ~4,rc.c [tic Procmdings of Ihc Bcnqsl Lg is la~ ivz  Council. Vol. XXXVlI ,  p ~ g u  133. 
Vol, X'XXVIII, No. I, pat: 364 and Vol. XXXIX. No. 7, p a g  38. 

-Thc tvl'ords "\Vcsr Rengal" were subsriruled lor rhc word "Bcngal" by An. 3(21 ofrhc 
India11 Indrpcndcncc (Adaplalion of Bcngal mid Punjab Acls) Ordcr. 1915, 

'Thc w r d s  "Provincixl Gor.?mmcnl" were originally subs~i~u~cd lor thc ~vords "Local 
Govl'rnmrni" bv p ~ n ~ n p h  4 0 )  of rhc Govemnicnr of lndia (Adaplntion or Indian h w s )  
Ordcr. 19.17, a d  lhcrcancr ~ h c  word '-Starc" w a ~  substiturcd for ihc wurd -'Yrovincial" hy 
parayr~ph 4 1 I ur the Adapraiion or LuVs Ordcr. I IISO. 

'This Act udmc inlo iorcc on \hc I SI Junc. 1933.esccp1 the dis~rici or Dxjccling- rid^, 
n~rrificarion No. 1753Ex.. dnrcd thc ?6111 h l n h .  1933, publishcd in ~ h c  L;rlclrrru Grr:t'i/r. 
dnlrJ fhc 6th April. 1433. Pr. I, pgt: 539. 

Thh.; Act caltie into rowc rn 11a~wling on thc Is1 Junc. 1925-ride no~if ica~ion 
No, q9T.-ll.daicd the27111 Apnl. 1935,publishcd in (he Crrkrrrrr~ Grr,-?tre. dardd I hc41h May. 
1935. Pr. 1. pa_rt R39. 

'Tht words rs i ih i~~ s q u m  bnckcrs wcrc subsrilutcd Tor Ihe words "Cirlcrrtrr~ Cti:rrrc" 
by paragraph J( I )  o f  rhc Gu~.ernn~cn~ of India (Xdaprarion o i  Indian Latcs) Ordcr, 1937. 

! 

Shon tirrs. 
local rslcnr 
and I I 
conlrlluflcc- 
rllcnl. 



XlanuIhv- 
11111'. 
possrlsitwi 
01' snlc uT 
pr~pnrcd 
0111u1n. 

[Bcn. Act X 

(2) "prepared opium" mcans any product of opium oblained by 
any series fir operalions designed lo rransfom opium in to an 
cKIrac1 suitable for smoking and includes thc dross 0: oorher 
rcsidue remaining afier opium is smoked; 

(3) "registered" means rcgisrcrcd under Ihc provision of [his A c ~  
as a smokcr of prcpared opium; 

(4) "placc" includcs a building, house, shop, boorh. lent, vessel, 
raf l  and vehiclc and any pan thcrcof; 

( 5 )  "Collcc tor" means- 
( i)  in thc Calcul~a dislrict. any person appoinled undcr 

clause (b) of section 7 orrhe Bengal Excise ACI, 1909, Bcn. ACI V 
or 19W. 1 

to zxcrcise all lhe powcrs and to perform all \he durics 
of the Colleclor in that district undcr ~hal  Acr: and 

' I 
I 

(i i)  elsewhcrc, the chief officer in charge of thc revenuc 1 
administration of a distric~. I 

3. Whoevcr, not k i n g  registered, smokes prcpared opium s1lall be 
punishcd for ~ h c  firs1 offence wirh imprisonnienl [bra rerm which may 
cxlend to six months, or wilh fine which may extend lo fivc hundrtd 
rupccs, or wirh both, and for every such subsequent rrifencc with 
imprisonrnenr which may extcnd 10 onc year, or wirh finc which may 
cxrend 10 one ~housand rupecs, or with bolh. 

4. If any penon, no1 being regislcrcd, is found in  possession or 
preparcd opium or of any apparatus used Ibr [he smoking or, or in rhc 
manufacture of, preparcd opium, il shall be presumed, unril 11ie conrrilry 
is provcd, that such person smokes prepscd opium. 

5. Whoever manufactures, possesses, sells, kccps or exposes for salc 
orarlcmpts to sell any prepared opium, orassisls any orherpcrson, rvhciher 
an opium smokcr or not, in the manufacrurc of prcpared opium shalI bc 
punishcd with imprisonment which may exlend to two yc,m, or with fine 
which may extcnd to Lwo thousand rupecs, or both. 

E.lmceprion.-Manufacture orposscssion for his own use by arcgis~ered 
opium smokcrof prcpslred opium nor exceeding one fuln in weight or such 
other Icsser quantity as the '[Stare Governmcni] may, by no~iiication, 
direct. shall no1 be an oficnce under [his section. 



The Bengal Opirrnl S~llokillg Act, 1932. 

(Seciions 6- 10.) 
L 

6. Whocver opens, kccps or uses any plncc or pernlils, m y  plncc to Kccpinz or . " he used, Tor [he purpose of cnubling two or more persons, whcthcr !t:$c,r 
rcgis~ered or not, ro mccl logether to smokc prepared opium or has the care platc uscd 

orrnanagen~en~of, or in any way assisrs in conducting thc busincss of, any rOr 'mOkiflg 
prcpmd 

place used or kept forthcsnid purpose shall be punished with imprisonment O ~ I U I I ~ .  

Tor a tcrm which inay cxtcnd, to [wo y e h ,  or with fine which may cxlcnd 
10 rwo thousand rupecs, or with bob. 

7. If rwo or more persons. whcrher registcrcd or nol, assernblc in snlolting or 

;my place for the p u ~ o s e  of smoking prepared opium, c r h  such person $:zi 
, , 

shall bc punished rvilh imprisonnlent for a ~ c m  which may cxtcnd ra one ~ s w ~ r h l y  nr . . 

year, or with finc whicl~may extcnd to one lhousand rupees, or with both. I"' Or 

8. If any prcpared opium or any nppararus used fdrsnloking, or in h c  Prcsumplion 

rnanuFacturc of, prepxcd opium is found in any place where Lwo or more ~ ~ ~ c n c c  or I 
persons, whether regis~ercd or not. are assembled, i~ shaIl bc prcsurned prq.pmd 
until the conrrary is proved rhar thc place is used, and rllat the pcrsons arc 

~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ C "  

prcscnl in such placc, for the purpose of smoking prcpxcd opium. pTaccs. 

9. Thc '[State Govcrnmcn~] may, by norificarion, makc rules 
providing for- 

(1) thc rcgisrration of pixsons who are opium smokers and for 
[heir indenti fica~ion, and 

(2) thc n~elhod 01 rcgislra~ion, ~ h c  fce payable ror such 
regisrration, and the form ofthe registcr and rhc maintenance 
thereat 

Providcd [hat no person shall be regis[cred as an  opium smoker who 
is below rhc age of ~rvenly-fiirc years: 

Provided also rhal, sub jec~ to such exceptions ns the '[Stale 
Government] may by rule prescribe, no pcrson shalI bc rcgis~cred as an 
opium smoker afrer a datc to be fixed in this behalf, by notification, 
by rhe '[Srarc Government]. 

Powcr or 
S1a:e 
Govcrn~nenr 
lo m d c  
rulcs [or 
rcgisrr~liun 
or opium 
sll lukus,  

10. If aColleclor, a Presidency Magislra~e, or a Magislrnle of the first Powcr 10 

clars, upon inlamiatian racived and ahcr such inquiry. if any, as he ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ " , d , y  
considers necessary, has reason to believe thai any place is used Tor rhc piacr: and 10 

cornmission of an orrence under this Acl, he may, arter recording thc f::om2:: 
subsrrrncc OF the information, issue a wi lmnl  l o  an Excisc Officer nor penons 
below tlic rank of Sub-Inspeclor authorizing him- round in 

s u c l ~  alncc. 

(a) to enlcr such place by day or night with such assistanrs as 
such ofliccr may consider ncccssary; 



.4pplicnlio11 
o i  1l ir  Codc 
or Crin~inal I Prilcccdurc. 
I &'IS. In 
wan-.ink> and 
>C~IICI~CF 
1111dcr 
w ~ l i o ~ i  10. 
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(b) lo scnrch all pads of such place in which such officcr has 
reason to beljevc thar any prepared opium or any apparatus 
ior~hesmokingofsuchopium or for the manufac~urc thcreof, 
isconceaIcd and all or any persons whom he may find in such 
pl;lcc: 

(c) to arrcst any pcrson found in such placc whom I IC  has reason 
to bclicve to bc guilty olan oifcoce under [his Act; and 

(d) to seize alI p r e p ~ c d  opium and apparalus ror [he smoking or 
Ibr the manufacture thcrcof which may bc found in such 
placc. 

11. (1) The provisionsol'~heCntlc nfCrirninaI Prucedurc. 1898,stinll Acr V oC 

i~pply to the execution of warrants and to scarchcs madc under srclion 10. 18YK. 

I 

( 2 )  For lhc purposes of the said provisions of h c  said Code. a 
Collenor shall bc dcemcd lo be n cow. 

12. Whencverany officer makes nn ai-resr or seizurc underrhis Aci, hc I 
sh;rll withour dclny, and in any case wilhin ~~vcnly-four hours, rorward I 
every persw arresrcd and cvcry thing seizcd with full parliculars of thc 
arrest or seizurc 10 rhc Collector or to thc Magistrate, as [he casc may be, 
by wllarn h e  warram was issucd. In  casc r ~ f  an alTes1 or seizurc under a 
warrant issucd by [he Collcctorrhc said officer shall, unless the Collcctor 
procceds under section 13, wilhin the aforesaid pcriad o l  ~wenry-four 
hours. fonvard the pcrson or thing produced beforc rhc Collccror ro a 
Magislrnte having jurisdiction to try the casc togethcr rvi~h full  pai-li- 
culars or the 'mesr or scizurc. 

13. ( 1) ACollecrormay, wi~hout rhc orderora Magistrate, invcstignte 
any offence punishable under this Act which n Coun liaving jurisdiction 
over thc Inca1 arca within rhe limits of the CoIlcctor's jurisdiction would 
Itavc powcr ro Lry. 

('2) A Collcctor may, aftcr recording i n  wriring his reason for 
suspecting [he commission of an offencc which he is cmpclrvercd 10 

inveatigil~e, cxcrcisc any of the powcrs conicrred upon a poI~cc officer 
making an invesligarion, or upon an officer in  charge nf a police-sia~ion, 
by scctions I hO to 17 1 of thc Codc of  Criminal Proccdure. 1 898. 

( 3 )  A Collector may without refcrcnce 10 a Magislr~te, and For 
rcnsons 10 hc recorded by him in writing, srop furlher prooedi ngs ngainsr 
any persons conccmed, or supposcd lo be conccmed, in any orfcnce 
which hc has invcs~igalcd. 



(1) As soon as an invcstigilrion by a Collector has been completed if 
s, it nppc;lrs to him that thcre is sufficient cvidence 11, justify llle forwarding 

of I!IC nucuscd to a Magisrmre, ~Iic Cnllcctor shall aubmit n report (which 
~ c l  shall. l i ~ r  ~ h c  purposcs or scction 190 or [he Code of Criminal Proccdul.~, 
I S'JX. 

11198, he dccmed to hc a police repnrl) ro a Magis~ratc Ilnving jurisdiction 
to try ~hc  c;lse and cmpowered 10 takc cogniznncc ol' offenccs on policc 
rcporls. 

14. \Vhenever :my pcrson orrcstcd under this Act is prcparctl to b i l  n ~ ~ d  

furnish bail ro thc sa~isfactir,n of 111c officer making ttie arrcst. Ill: shall hc ""riU'i" 

rclcased nn hail, or at ~ h c  discrerion of thc orficer making rhc arresl nn his 
. - own bond. 

Hcn. Acl  \I 15. Every orficer rnenrioncd in section 71 of the Bcngnl Eacisr: 
""1"9. Aci, 1909, shall bc bound lo give reasonable aid 10 anmExcise officcr in 

carrying nu! ~hr: provisions or this Acr upon request mndc by such nrIicer. 

16. On rlle conclusion of a [rial Tor an offinuc under this Acl [he 
Magistrate may ordcr  hat any prcpmcd opium and ally inslrumcnt or 
npplinnco in respcct oi, or by mcans of which such offencc llas been 
committed, orappcars lo havc bccncomn~iucd. or any reccprilclc, pack:~gu 
or covcring in which such prepared opium, instrurncnt or appliance was 
fi~und. and any other conrents of such rcccplaclc, package orcnucrinp sI~alI 
hc confiscated or dcsiroyed. 

Aid ro 
Excise 
0Ihccr. 

17. No Magistrate other than a Presidency Magistrate or nMngis~r;uc ori~ncc:. 
or the first class shall rry any oflence punishablc under this Acl. rrinblr. hy 

Pwsidcncy 

IS. No Magis!mre shall rakc cognizance (fnny offencc under 111is Acr Cognizance 

escept on thc complain! orrcport of an Excise officer not below thc rank OiOr''nCCS- 

or ii Sub-lnspecror. 

19. Nil suir, prosecution or legal procceding wharcver shall lic hdsrnnils 

against any person in rcspcct of  anyrhing which is, in good faith, done or 
intcndcd to be done undcr [his ACL. 

-- 




